
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 241.021 

CHAPTER 241 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

241.021 Licensing and supervision of 
institutions and facilities. 

241.08 Money of inmates of correctional 
institutions. 

241.26 Private employment of inmates of 
state correctional institutions in 
community. 

241.27 

241.31 

241.441 
241.69 

Vocational training of inmates; 
Minnesota correctional industries; 
revolving accounts. 
Establishment and operation by 
municipality. 
Access by ombudsman to data. 
Psychiatric unit; establishment. 

241.021 LICENSING AND SUPERVISION OF INSTITUTIONS AND FACILI­
TIES. 

Subdivision 1. Supervision over correctional institutions. (1) The commissioner of 
corrections shall inspect and license all correctional facilities throughout the state, 
whether public or private, established and operated for the detention and confinement 
of persons detained or confined therein according to law except to the extent that they 
are inspected or licensed by other state regulating agencies. The commissioner shall 
promulgate pursuant to chapter 14, rules establishing minimum standards for these 
facilities with respect to their management, operation, physical condition, and the 
security, safety, health, treatment, and discipline of persons detained or confined 
therein. Commencing September 1, 1980, no individual, corporation, partnership, 
voluntary association, or other private organization legally responsible for the opera­
tion of a correctional facility may operate the facility unless licensed by the commis­
sioner of corrections. The commissioner shall annually review the correctional facilities 
described in this subdivision, except as otherwise provided herein, to determine 
compliance with the minimum standards established pursuant to this subdivision. The 
commissioner shall grant a license to any facility found to conform to minimum 
standards or to any facility which, in the commissioner's judgment, is making satisfac­
tory progress toward substantial conformity and the interests and well-being of the 
persons detained or confined therein are protected. The commissioner shall have 
access to the buildings, grounds, books, records, staff, and to persons detained or 
confined in these facilities. The commissioner may require the officers in charge of 
these facilities to furnish all information and statistics the commissioner deems neces­
sary, at a time and place designated by the commissioner. 

(2) Any state agency which regulates, inspects, or licenses certain aspects of 
correctional facilities shall, insofar as is possible, ensure that the minimum standards 
it requires are substantially the same as those required by other state agencies which 
regulate, inspect, or license the same aspects of similar types of correctional facilities, 
although at different correctional facilities. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the commissioner of correc­
tions' authority to promulgate rules establishing standards of eligibility for counties to 
receive funds under sections 401.01 to 401.16, or to require counties to comply with 
operating standards the commissioner establishes as a condition precedent for counties 
to receive that funding. 

(4) When the commissioner finds that any facility described in clause (1), except 
foster care facilities for delinquent children and youth as provided in subdivision 2, 
does not substantially conform to the minimum standards established by the commis­
sioner and is not making satisfactory progress toward substantial conformance, the 
commissioner shall promptly notify the chief executive officer and the governing board 
of the facility of the deficiencies and order that they be remedied within a reasonable 
period of time. The commissioner may by written order restrict the use of any facility 
which does not substantially conform to minimum standards to prohibit the detention 
of any person therein for more than 72 hours at one time. When, after due notice and 
hearing, the commissioner finds that any facility described in this subdivision, except 
county jails and lockups as provided in sections 641.26, 642.10, and 642.11, does not 
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241.021 DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 2 

conform to minimum standards, or is not making satisfactory progress toward substan­
tial compliance therewith, the commissioner may issue an order revoking the license 
of that facility. After revocation of its license, that facility shall not be used until its 
license is renewed. When the commissioner is satisfied that satisfactory progress 
towards substantial compliance with minimum standard is being made, the commis­
sioner may, at the request of the appropriate officials of the affected facility supported 
by a written schedule for compliance, grant an extension of time for a period not to 
exceed one year. 

(5) As used in this subdivision, "correctional facility" means any facility, includ­
ing a group home, having a residential component, the primary purpose of which is to 
serve persons placed therein by a court, court services department, parole authority, 
or other correctional agency having dispositional power over persons charged with, 
convicted, or adjudicated to be guilty or delinquent. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 6, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 7957 c 252 s 1 

241.08 MONEY OF INMATES OF CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 
Subdivision 1. The chief executive officer of each institution under the jurisdiction 

of the commissioner of corrections shall have the care and custody of all money 
belonging to inmates thereof which may come into the chief executive officer's hands, 
keep accurate accounts thereof, and pay them out under rules prescribed by law under 
section 243.23, subdivision 3, or by the commissioner of corrections, taking vouchers 
therefor. The chief executive officer shall give such additional bond as the commission­
er may require, conditioned to safely keep and account for such funds. All such money 
received by any officer or employee shall be paid to the chief executive officer forthwith. 
Every such executive officer, at the close of each month, or oftener if required by the 
commissioner, shall forward to the commissioner a statement of the amount of all 
money so received and the names of the inmates from whom received, accompanied 
by a check for the amount, payable to the state treasurer. On receipt of such statement, 
the commissioner shall transmit the same to the commissioner of finance, together with 
such check, who shall deliver the same to the state treasurer. Upon the payment of such 
check, the amount shall be credited to a fund to be known as "Correctional Inmates 
Fund," for the institution from which the same was received. All such funds shall be 
paid out by the state treasurer upon vouchers duly approved by the commissioner of 
corrections as in other cases. The commissioner may permit a contingent fund to 
remain in the hands of the executive officer of any such institution from which 
necessary expenditure may from time to time be made. 

[For text ofsubd 2, see M.S.1986] 

History: 7957 c 252 s 2 

241.26 PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT OF INMATES OF STATE CORRECTIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS IN COMMUNITY. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S.1986] 

Subd. 5. Earnings; work release account. The net earnings of each inmate par­
ticipating in the work release program provided by this section may be collected by or 
forwarded to the commissioner of corrections for deposit to the account of the inmate 
in the work release account in the state treasury, or the inmate may be permitted to 
collect, retain, and expend the net earnings from the inmate's employment under rules 
established by the commissioner of corrections. The money collected by or forwarded 
to the commissioner under the rules shall remain under the control of the commissioner 
for the sole benefit of the inmate. Wages under the control of the commissioner and 
wages retained by the inmate may be disbursed by the commissioner or expended by 
the inmate for the following purposes and in the following order: 
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3 DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 241.31 

(1) The cost of the inmate's keep as determined by subdivision 7, which money 
shall be deposited in the general fund of the state treasury if the inmate is housed in 
a state correctional facility, or shall be paid directly to the place of confinement as 
designated by the commissioner pursuant to subdivision 1; 

(2) Necessary travel expense to and from work and other incidental expenses of 
the inmate; 

(3) Support of inmate's dependents, if any; 
(4) Court-ordered restitution, if any; 
(5) Contribution to any programs established by law to aid victims of crime, 

provided that the contribution must not be more than 20 percent of the inmate's gross 
wages; 

(6) Restitution to the commissioner of corrections ordered by a prison disciplinary 
hearing officer for damage to property caused by an inmate's conduct; 

(7) After the above expenditures, the inmate shall have discretion to direct pay­
ment of the balance, if any, upon proper proof of personal legal debts; 

(8) The balance, if any, shall be disbursed to the inmate as provided in section 
243.24, subdivision 1. 

All money in the work release account are appropriated annually to the commis­
sioner of corrections for the purposes of the work release program. 

[For text ofsubds 6 and 7, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 252 s 3 

241.27 VOCATIONAL TRAINING OF INMATES; MINNESOTA CORRECTION­
AL INDUSTRIES; REVOLVING ACCOUNTS. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 2. Revolving fund; use of fund. There is established in the department of 
corrections under the control of the commissioner of corrections the Minnesota correc­
tional industries revolving fund to which shall be transferred the revolving funds 
authorized in Minnesota Statutes 1978, sections 243.41, 243.85, clause (f), and any 
other industrial revolving funds heretofore established at any state correctional facility 
under the control of the commissioner of corrections. The revolving fund established 
shall be used for the conduct of the industrial and commercial activities now or 
hereafter established at any state correctional facility, including but not limited to the 
purchase of equipment, raw materials, the payment of salaries, wages and other 
expenses necessary and incident thereto. The purchase of materials and commodities 
for resale are not subject to the competitive bidding procedures of section 16B.07, but 
are subject to all other provisions of chapter 16B. When practical, purchases must be 
made from socially and economically disadvantaged businesses. Additionally, the 
expenses of inmate vocational training and the inmate release fund may be financed 
from the correctional industries revolving fund in an amount to be determined by the 
commissioner. The proceeds and income from all industrial and commercial activities 
conducted at state correctional facilities shall be deposited in the correctional indus­
tries revolving fund subject to disbursement as hereinabove provided. The commis­
sioner of corrections may request that money in the fund be invested pursuant to 
section 11.10; the proceeds from the investment not currently needed shall be accounted 
for separately and credited to the fund. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 5, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 156 s 1 

241.31 ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION BY MUNICIPALITY. 

[For text ofsubd 1, see M.S. 1986] 
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Subd. 2. Community corrections programs established under this section may be 
administered by a nonprofit corporation, by the political subdivision establishing same, 
or by a community corrections board organized and composed in the same manner that 
a community mental health center board is composed and organized under section 
245.66. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 7, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 7957 c 384 art 2 s 56 

241.441 ACCESS BY OMBUDSMAN TO DATA. 
Notwithstanding section 13.42 or 13.85, the ombudsman has access to corrections 

and detention data and medical data maintained by an agency and classified as private 
data on individuals or confidential data on individuals when access to the data is 
necessary for the ombudsman to perform the powers under section 241.44. 

History: 1987 c 351 s 19 

241.69 PSYCHIATRIC UNIT; ESTABLISHMENT. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 2. Examination. When any person confined in an adult correctional institu­
tion under the control of the commissioner of corrections is alleged to be a mentally 
ill person, the chief executive officer or other person in charge of the institution shall 
cause the person to be examined by a licensed physician especially qualified in the 
diagnosis of mental illness, or, if none is available, by any licensed physician or licensed 
consulting psychologist available to the institution. 

[For text ofsubds 3 to 8, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 252 s 4 
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