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CHAPTER 240A 

MINNESOTA AMATEUR SPORTS COMMISSION 

240A.01 Definitions. 
240A.02 Minnesota amateur sports commission. 
240A.03 General powers of the commission. 
240A.04 Promotion and development of amateur 

sports. 

240A.0S Sanction of certain events. 
240A.06 State amateur athletic games. 
240A.07 Cooperation required. 

240A.01 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Applicability. As used in sections 240A.01 to 240A.07, the words 

denned in this section have the meanings given them. 
Subd. 2. Commission. "Commission" means the Minnesota amateur sports com­

mission. 
Subd. 3. Local governments. "Local governments" means counties, towns, statuto­

ry or home rule charter cities, school districts, or any combination of them. 
Subd. 4. Sports facility or sports facilities. "Sports facility" or "sports facilities" 

means real or personal property or both suitable for holding those amateur sports 
competitions determined by the commission. 

History: 1987 c 400 s 44 

240A.02 MINNESOTA AMATEUR SPORTS COMMISSION. 
Subdivision 1. Membership; compensation; chair. The Minnesota amateur sports 

commission consists of nine voting members, four of whom must be experienced in 
promoting amateur sports, appointed by the governor to three-year terms. Two 
legislators, one from each house appointed according to its rules, shall be nonvoting 
members. Compensation and removal of members and the filling of membership 
vacancies are as provided in section 15.0575. A member may be reappointed. The 
governor shall appoint the chair of the commission after consideration of the commis­
sion's recommendation. 

Subd. 2. Meetings. The commission shall meet at least quarterly and at other 
times determined by the commission and shall adopt rules governing its proceedings. 

Subd. 3. Staff. The commission shall appoint an executive director, who may hire 
other employees authorized by the commission. The executive director and any other 
employees are in the unclassified service under section 43A.08. 

History: 79*7 c 400 s 45 

240A.03 GENERAL POWERS OF THE COMMISSION. 
Subdivision 1. General. The commission has the powers necessary and convenient 

to discharge the duties imposed by law, including but not limited to those provided in 
this section. 

Subd. 2. Actions. The commission may sue and be sued and is a public body 
within the meaning of chapter 562. 

Subd. 3. Property. The commission may acquire by lease, purchase, gift, or devise 
all necessary right, title, and interest in and to real or personal property or both 
necessary to the purposes of amateur sports facilities. 

Subd. 4. Construction and operation. The commission may own, operate, con­
struct, repair, or refurbish, and enter into contracts for the same purposes for real or 
personal property or both necessary for amateur sports facilities. 

Subd. 5. Exemption of property. Real or personal property acquired, owned, 
leased, controlled, used, or occupied by the commission for the purposes of amateur 
sports facilities is declared to be acquired, owned, leased, controlled, used, and occu­
pied for public, governmental, and municipal purposes, and is exempt from ad valorem 
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taxation by the state or any political subdivision of the state, provided that the 
properties are subject to special assessments levied by a political subdivision for a local 
improvement in amounts proportionate to and not exceeding the special benefit 
received by the properties from the improvement. No possible use of any of the 
properties in any manner different from their use under sections 240A.01 to 240A.07 
at the time may be considered in determining the special benefit received by the 
properties. Assessments are subject to confirmation by the commission, whose deter­
mination of the benefits is subject to court review. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
section 272.01, subdivision 2, or 273.19, real or personal property leased by the 
commission to another person for uses related to the purposes of sections 240A.01 to 
240A.07 is exempt from taxation regardless of the length of the lease. 

Subd. 6. Disposition of property. The commission may sell or otherwise dispose 
of any real or personal property acquired by it that is no longer required for accomplish­
ment of its purposes. The property shall be sold in the manner provided by section 
458.196, insofar as practical and consistent with sections 473.551 to 473.595. 

Subd. 7. Contracts. The commission may contract for materials, supplies, and 
equipment with persons, firms, or corporations to perform one or more or all of the 
functions of architect, engineer, construction manager, project manager, or contractor 
for both design and construction, with respect to all or any part of a project to build 
or remodel sports facilities. 

Subd. 8. Gifts and grants. The commission may accept gifts of money, property, 
or services; may apply for and accept grants or loans of money or other property from 
the United States, the state, a subdivision of the state, or a person for any of its 
purposes; may enter into an agreement required in connection with it; and may hold, 
use, and dispose of the money, property, or services in accordance with the terms of 
the gift, grant, loan, or agreement relating to it. The commission may also make grants, 
gifts, and bequests of money, property, or services and enter into contracts to carry out 
the same. Money received under this subdivision is annually appropriated to the 
commission. 

Subd. 9. Research. The commission may conduct research studies and programs; 
collect and analyze data; prepare reports, maps, charts, and tables; and conduct 
necessary hearings and investigations in connection with its functions. 

Subd. 10. Use agreements. The commission may lease, license, or enter into 
agreements and may fix, alter, charge, and collect rentals, fees, and charges to persons 
for the use, occupation, and availability of part or all of any premises, property, or 
facilities under its ownership, operation, or control. A use agreement may provide that 
the other contracting party has exclusive use of the premises at the times agreed upon. 

Subd. 11. Insurance. The commission may require any employee to obtain and 
file with it an individual bond or fidelity insurance policy. It may obtain insurance in 
the amounts it considers necessary to protect it against the liability of the commission 
or its officers and employees for personal injury or death and property damage or 
destruction, with the effect stated in chapter 466, and against risks of damage to or 
destruction of any of its facilities, equipment, or other property. 

Subd. 12. Rules and procedures. The commission may adopt rules and procedures 
to implement its authority under sections 240A.01 to 240A.07. 

History: 1987 c 400 s 46 

240A.04 PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF AMATEUR SPORTS. 
In addition to the powers and duties granted under section 240A.03, the commis­

sion shall: 
(1) promote the development of Olympic training centers; 
(2) promote physical fitness by promoting participation in sports; 
(3) develop, foster, and coordinate physical fitness services and programs; 
(4) sponsor amateur sport workshops; clinics; and conferences; 
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(5) provide recognition for outstanding developments, achievements, and contri­
butions to amateur sports; 

(6) stimulate and promote amateur sport research; 
(7) collect, disseminate, and communicate amateur sport information; 
(8) promote amateur sport and physical fitness programs in schools and local 

communities; 
(9) develop programs to promote personal health and physical fitness by participa­

tion in amateur sports in cooperation with medical, dental, sports medicine, and 
similar professional societies; 

(10) promote the development of recreational amateur sport opportunities and 
activities in the state, including the means of facilitating acquisition, financing, con­
struction, and rehabilitation of sports facilities for the holding of amateur sporting 
events; 

(11) promote national and international amateur sport competitions and events; 
(12) sanction or sponsor amateur sport competition; 
(13) take membership in regional or national amateur sports associations or 

organizations; and 
(14) promote the mainstreaming and normalization of people with physical dis­

abilities and visual and hearing impairments in amateur sports. 
History: 1987 c 400 s 47 

240A.05 SANCTION OF CERTAIN EVENTS. 
The commission may sponsor or sanction amateur sporting events that include 

athletes who participate in events sponsored or sanctioned by the Minnesota state high 
school league or any other governing body of sport. 

History: 7957 c 400 s 48 

240A.06 STATE AMATEUR ATHLETIC GAMES. 
Subdivision 1. Sponsorship required. The commission shall sponsor and sanction 

a series of statewide amateur athletic games patterned after the winter and summer 
Olympic Games, with variations as required by facilities, equipment, and expertise, 
and as necessary to include people with physical disabilities and visual and hearing 
impairments. The games may be held annually beginning in 1989, if money and 
facilities are available, unless the time of the games would conflict with other sporting 
events as the commission determines. 

Subd. 2. Limitations. The games must be designed to encourage the participation 
of athletes representing a broad range of age groups, skill levels, Minnesota communi­
ties, and people with physical disabilities and visual and hearing impairments. Primary 
participants must be residents of Minnesota. Regional competitions to determine 
participants in the games may be held throughout the state, and the top qualifiers in 
each sport or the regional competitions are qualified to participate in the state amateur 
athletic games. The games must be held at an appropriate site in the state. 

History: 1987 c 400 s 49 

240A.07 COOPERATION REQUIRED. 
Local governments shall cooperate with the commission to the greatest extent 

practical in providing facilities for use in amateur sports and Olympic training. 

History: 1987 c 400 s 50 
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