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CHAPTER 17B

GRAIN INSPECTION; WEIGHING, SAMPLING, AND
ANALYSIS ACT

17B.05  Disputes on grades, dockage; state 17B.15 Fees for inspection and weighing; -
arbitration. dedicated account.

17B.05 DISPUTES ON GRADES, DOCKAGE; STATE ARBITRATION.

If a disagreement arises between a person receiving and a person delivering grain
in this state as to the proper grade, dockage, moisture content, protein content, or other
factors used in establishing the market price of the grain, an average sample of the grain
in dispute may be taken by either or both of the parties interested. The commissioner
shall prescribe a procedure for taking samples and having the samples certified by both
the person receiving and the person delivering the grain as being true samples of the
grain in dispute on the day the grain is delivercd and sampled. Samples must be
forwarded prepaid in suitable air-tight containers, with the names and addresses of the
person receiving and the person delivering the grain, to the head of the grain inspection
division of the department. The head of the grain inspection division shall examine
samples submitted, and determine the proper grade, dockage, moisture content, pro-
tein content, and other factors used in establishing the market price of the samples of
grain in accordance with the inspection rules and the standards established by the
United States Department of Agriculture and the state of Minnesota. The test results
must be based on the arithmetic mean of the samplcs submitted. If a person requesting
the inspection asks for determination of some but not all of the factors that affect
market price, the department shall perform only the requested tests on the samples.
A person requesting the inspection must pay the required fee before the results of the
inspection are released. The fee charged must be the same as that required for similar
services rendered by the grain inspection division. Payment for the grain involved in
a disagreement must be made on the basis of grade, dockage, moisture content, protein
content, and other market pricing factors certified by the department on samples
submitted. An appeal of the determination made by the department may be made as
provided under the United States Grain Standards Act, United States Code, title 7,
section 79, subsection (c), and the Code of Federal Regulations, title 7, sections 800.125
to 800.140. A person receiving or delivering grain that is subject to this section is liable
for damages resulting from not abiding by the determination made by the department.
A person who violates this section is subject to penalties prescribed in section 17B.29.

History: 1987 ¢ 1995 1

17B.15 FEES FOR INSPECTION AND WEIGHING; DEDICATED ACCOUNT.

Subdivision 1. Administration; appropriation. The fees for inspection and weighing
shall be fixed by the commissioner and be a lien upon the grain. The commissioner
shall set fees for all inspection and weighing in an amount adequate to pay the expenses
of carrying out and enforcing the purposes of sections 17B.01 to 17B.23, including the
portion of general support costs and statewide indirect costs of the agency attributable
to that function, with a reserve sufficient for up to six months. The commissioner shall
review the fee schedule twice each year. Fee adjustments are not subject to chapter 14.
Payment shall be required for services rendered. If the grain is in transit, the fees shall
be paid by the carrier and treated as advance charges, and, if received for storage, the
fees shall be paid by the warehouse operator, and added to the storage charges.

All fees collected and all fines and penalties for violation of any provision of this
chapter shall be deposited in the grain inspection and weighing account, which is
created in the state treasury for carrying out the purpose of sections 17B.01 to 17B.23.
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The money in the account is annually appropriated to the commissioner of agriculture
to administer the provisions of sections 17B.01 to 17B.23.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1986]
History: 1987 ¢ 396 art 11 s 1
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