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CHAPTER 174 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

174.255 Paratransit programs; accessibility; 174.30 Operating standards for special 
insurance. transportation service. 

174.29 Coordination of special transportation 
service. 

174.255 PARATRANSIT PROGRAMS; ACCESSIBILITY; INSURANCE. 
Subdivision 1. Handicapped accessibility. The commissioner shall require any 

paratransit project receiving assistance under section 174.24 that includes the opera
tion of two or more vehicles other than automobiles or taxis to provide at least one 
vehicle that is accessible to handicapped individuals and may require additional 
accessible vehicles if necessary to serve handicapped individuals expected to use the 
project. A vehicle is accessible if it is equipped to allow transportation of an individual 
confined to a wheelchair or using an orthopedic device. 

Subd. 2. Assistance in obtaining insurance. In order to reduce the expense of 
liability insurance required for paratransit projects eligible for assistance under section 
174.24, the commissioner and the commissioner of commerce shall investigate the 
causes of high liability insurance costs and shall take the appropriate administrative 
action to assist paratransit projects to obtain liability insurance coverage from qualified 
insurance carriers at the lowest available cost. Appropriate administrative action 
includes: (a) taking bids from and negotiating and entering into contracts with qualified 
carriers to provide liability insurance for eligible paratransit projects that wish to be 
covered; and (b) providing technical and administrative assistance to eligible paratran
sit projects to assist them in securing low-cost liability insurance. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 7957 c 384 art 2 s 41,42 

174.29 COORDINATION OF SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE. 
Subdivision 1. Definition. For the purpose of sections 174.29 and 174.30 "special 

transportation service" means motor vehicle transportation provided on a regular basis 
by a public or private entity or person that is designed exclusively or primarily to serve 
individuals who are elderly, handicapped, or disabled and who are unable to use regular 
means of transportation but do not require life support transportation service, as 
defined in section 144.801, subdivision 4. Special transportation service includes but 
is not limited to service provided by specially equipped buses, vans, taxis, and volun
teers driving private automobiles. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 384 art 2 s 43 

174.30 OPERATING STANDARDS FOR SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION SERV
ICE. 

Subdivision 1. Applicability limitations; by type of provider; by source of funds. The 
operating standards for special transportation service adopted under this section do not 
apply to special transportation provided by: 

(a) A common carrier operating on fixed routes and schedules; 
(b) A volunteer driver using a private automobile; 
(c) A school bus as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 6; or 
(d) An emergency ambulance regulated under chapter 144. 
The operating standards adopted under this section only apply to providers of 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1987 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1987 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



174.30 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 38 

special transportation service who receive grants or other financial assistance from 
either the state or the federal government, or both, to provide or assist in providing that 
service; except that the operating standards adopted under this section do not apply to 
any nursing home licensed under section 144A.02, to any board and care facility 
licensed under section 144.50, or to any day care or group home facility licensed under 
sections 245.781 to 245.812 unless the facility or program provides transportation to 
nonresidents on a regular basis and the facility receives reimbursement, other than per 
diem payments, for that service under rules promulgated by the commissioner of 
human services. 

Subd. 2. Authority to adopt; purpose and content; rulemaking. The commissioner 
of transportation shall adopt by rule standards for the operation of vehicles used to 
provide special transportation service which are reasonably necessary to protect the 
health and safety of individuals using that service. The commissioner, as far as 
practicable, consistent with the purpose of the standards, shall avoid adoption of 
standards that unduly restrict any public or private entity or person from providing 
special transportation service because of the administrative or other cost of compli
ance. 

Standards adopted under this section must include but are not limited to: 
(a) Qualifications of drivers and attendants, including driver training require

ments that must be met before a driver provides special transportation; 
(b) Safety of vehicles and necessary safety equipment; 
(c) General requirements concerning inspection and maintenance of vehicles, 

replacement vehicles, standard vehicle equipment, and specialized equipment neces
sary to ensure vehicle usability and safety for disabled persons; and 

(d) Minimum insurance requirements. 
The commissioner shall consult with the state council for the handicapped before 

making a decision on a variance from the standards. 
Subd. 2a. Vehicle and equipment safety; provider responsibilities, (a) Every special 

transportation service provider shall systematically inspect, repair, and maintain, or 
cause to be inspected, repaired, and maintained, the vehicles and equipment subject 
to the control of the provider. Each vehicle and its equipment must be inspected daily. 
A vehicle may not be operated in a condition that is likely to cause an accident or 
breakdown of the vehicle. Equipment, including specialized equipment necessary to 
ensure vehicle usability arid safety for disabled persons, must be in proper and safe 
operating condition at all times. 

(b) Each special transportation provider shall maintain the following records for 
each vehicle: 

(1) an identification of the vehicle, including make, serial number, and year, and, 
if the vehicle is not owned by the provider, the name and address of the person 
furnishing the vehicle; 

(2) a schedule of inspection and maintenance operations to be performed; 
(3) a record of inspections, repairs, and maintenance showing the date and nature; 
(4) a lubrication record; and 
(5) a record of tests conducted to ensure that emergency doors or windows and 

wheelchair lifts function properly. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 4. Vehicle and equipment inspection; procedures, (a) The commissioner shall 
inspect or provide for the inspection of vehicles at least annually. In addition to 
scheduled annual inspections and reinspections scheduled for the purpose of verifying 
that deficiencies have been corrected, unannounced inspections of any vehicle may be 
conducted. The commissioner shall provide for the unannounced inspection quarterly 
of at least five percent of the vehicles operated by providers certified by the commis
sioner. 
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(b) On determining that a vehicle or vehicle equipment is in a condition that is 
likely to cause an accident or breakdown, the commissioner shall require the vehicle 
to be taken out of service immediately. The commissioner shall require that vehicles 
and equipment not meeting standards be repaired and brought into conformance with 
the standards and shall require written evidence of compliance from the operator 
before allowing the operator to return the vehicle to service. 

(c) The commissioner shall provide in the rules procedures for inspecting vehicles, 
removing unsafe vehicles from service, determining and requiring compliance, and 
reviewing driver qualifications. 

Subd. 4a. Certification of special transportation providers. The commissioner shall 
annually evaluate or provide for the evaluation of each provider of special transporta
tion service regulated under this section and certify that the provider is in compliance 
with the standards under this section. 

[For text of subd 5, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 6. Preemption of other requirements. Notwithstanding any other law, ordi
nance, or resolution to the contrary, an operator of special transportation service that 
has been issued a current certificate of compliance under subdivision 4a for vehicles 
used to provide that service is not required to obtain any other state or local permit, 
license or certificate as a condition of operating the vehicles for that purpose. This 
subdivision does not exempt any vehicle from the requirements imposed on vehicles 
generally as a condition of using the public streets and highways. 

Subd. 7. Enforcement. No state agency, political subdivision, or other public 
agency shall provide any capital or operating assistance to or reimbursement for special 
transportation service unless the operator providing the service has a current certificate 
of compliance issued under subdivision 4a. 

History: 7957 c 88 s 1-7 
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