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handicapped. 
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169.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 4a. Motorized bicycle. "Motorized bicycle" means a bicycle that is propelled 
by a motor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic centimeters or less, and a 
maximum of two brake horsepower, which is capable of a maximum speed of not more 
than 30 miles per hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent grade in any 
direction when the motor is engaged. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 30, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 31. Roadway. "Roadway" means that portion of a highway improved, 
designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder. 
In the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term "roadway" 
as used herein shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways 
collectively. 

[For text ofsubds 32 to 61, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 62. Bicycle route. The term "bicycle route" means a roadway or shoulder 
signed to encourage bicycle use. 

[For text ofsubds 63 to 68, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 69. Bicycle path. "Bicycle path" means a bicycle facility designed for 
exclusive or preferential use by persons using bicycles and constructed or developed 
separately from the roadway or shoulder. 

Subd. 70. Bicycle lane. "Bicycle lane" means a portion of a roadway or shoulder 
designed for exclusive or preferential use by persons using bicycles. Bicycle lanes are 
to be distinguished from the portion of the roadway or shoulder used for motor vehicle 
traffic by physical barrier, striping, marking, or other similar device. 

Subd. 71. Bicycle trail. "Bicycle trail" means a bicycle route or bicycle path 
developed by the commissioner of natural resources under section 85.016. 

Subd. 72. Bikeway. "Bikeway" means a bicycle lane, bicycle path, or bicycle route, 
regardless of whether it is designed for the exclusive use of bicycles or is to be shared 
with other transportation modes. 

Subd. 73. Shoulder. "Shoulder" means that part of a highway which is contiguous 
to the regularly traveled portion of the highway and is on the same level as the highway. 
The shoulder may be pavement, gravel, or earth. 

History: 1987 c 255 s 7-13; 1987 c 269 s 4 
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169.03 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 16 

169.03 EMERGENCY VEHICLES; APPLICATION. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5, see M.S.1986J 

Subd. 6. (a) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persons, motor 
vehicles, and other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the highway, except 
as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c). 

(b) This chapter shall apply to those persons and vehicles when traveling to or 
from such work, except that persons operating equipment owned, rented or hired by 
road authorities shall be exempt from the width, height and length provisions of 
sections 169.80 and 169.81 and shall be exempt from the weight limitations of this 
chapter while engaged in snow or ice removal and while engaged in flood control 
operations on behalf of the state or a local governmental unit. 

(c) Sections 169.121 to 169.129 apply to persons while actually engaged in work 
upon the highway. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 9, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 63 s 1 

169.045 SPECIAL VEHICLE USE ON ROADWAY. 
Subdivision 1. Designation of roadways, permit. The governing body of any home 

rule charter or statutory city or town may by ordinance authorize the operation of 
motorized golf carts, or four-wheel all-terrain vehicles, on designated roadways or 
portions thereof under its jurisdiction. Authorization to operate a motorized golf cart 
or four-wheel all-terrain vehicle is by permit only. For purposes of this section, a 
four-wheel all-terrain vehicle is a motorized flotation-tired vehicle with four low-
pressure tires that is limited in engine displacement of less than 800 cubic centimeters 
and total dry weight less than 600 pounds. 

[For text ofsubds 2 to 7, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 8. Insurance. In the event persons operating a motorized golf cart or 
four-wheel, all-terrain vehicle under this section cannot obtain liability insurance in the 
private market, that person may purchase automobile insurance, including no-fault 
coverage, from the Minnesota Automobile Assigned Risk Plan at a rate to be deter­
mined by the commissioner of commerce. 

History: 1987 c 337 s 121,122 

169.09 ACCIDENTS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 12, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 13. Accident reports confidential. All written reports and supplemental 
reports required under this section to be provided to the department of public safety 
shall be without prejudice to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential 
use of the department of public safety and other appropriate state, federal, county, and 
municipal governmental agencies for accident analysis purposes, except that the depart­
ment of public safety or any law enforcement department of any municipality or county 
in this state shall, upon written request of any person involved in an accident or upon 
written request of the representative of the person's estate, surviving spouse, or one or 
more surviving next of kin, or a trustee appointed pursuant to section 573.02, disclose 
to the requester, the requester's legal counsel or a representative of the requester's 
insurer any information contained therein except the parties' version of the accident 
as set out in the written report filed by the parties or may disclose identity of a person 
involved in an accident when the identity is not otherwise known or when the person 
denies presence at the accident. No report shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil 
or criminal, arising out of an accident, except that the department of public safety shall 
furnish upon the demand of any person who has, or claims to have, made a report, or, 
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17 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 169.121 

upon demand of any court, a certificate showing that a specified accident report has or 
has not been made to the department of public safety solely to prove a compliance or 
a failure to comply with the requirements that the report be made to the department 
of public safety. Disclosing any information contained in any accident report, except 
as provided herein, is unlawful and a misdemeanor. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent any person who has made a report 
pursuant to this chapter from providing information to any persons involved in an 
accident or their representatives or from testifying in any trial, civil or criminal, arising 
out of an accident, as to facts within the person's knowledge. It is intended by this 
subdivision to render privileged the reports required but it is not intended to prohibit 
proof of the facts to which the reports relate. Legally qualified newspaper publications 
and licensed radio and television stations shall upon request to a law enforcement 
agency be given an oral statement covering only the time and place of the accident, the 
names, addresses, and dates of birth of the parties involved, whether a citation was 
issued, and if so, what it was for, and whether the parties involved were wearing seat 
belts, and a general statement as to how the accident happened without attempting to 
fix liability upon anyone, but said legally qualified newspaper publications and licensed 
radio and television stations shall not be given access to the hereinbefore mentioned 
confidential reports, nor shall any such statements or information so orally given be 
used as evidence in any court proceeding, but shall merely be used for the purpose of 
a proper publication or broadcast of the news. 

When these reports are released for accident analysis purposes the identity of any 
involved person shall not be revealed. Data contained in these reports shall only be 
used for accident analysis purposes, except as otherwise provided by this subdivision. 
Accident reports and data contained therein which may be in the possession or control 
of departments or agencies other than the department of public safety shall not be 
discoverable under any provision of law or rule of court. 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this subdivision to the contrary, the commis­
sioner of public safety shall give to the commissioner of transportation the name and 
address of a carrier subject to section 221.031 that is named in an accident report filed 
under subdivision 7 or 8. The commissioner of transportation may not release the 
name and address to any person. The commissioner shall use this information to 
enforce accident report requirements under chapter 221. In addition the commissioner 
of public safety may give to the United States Department of Transportation commer­
cial vehicle accident information in connection with federal grant programs relating to 
safety. 

The department may charge authorized persons a $5 fee for a copy of an accident 
report. 

[For text ofsubds 14 and 15, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 180 s 1; 1987 c 383 s 5 

169.121 MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 2, see M.S.1986] 

Subd. 3. Criminal penalties. A person who violates this section or an ordinance 
in conformity with it is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

The following persons are guilty of a gross misdemeanor: 
(a) A person who violates this section or an ordinance in conformity with it within 

five years of a prior conviction under this section, section 169.129, an ordinance in 
conformity with either of them, or a statute or ordinance from another state in 
conformity with either of them; and 

(b) A person who violates this section or an ordinance in conformity with it within 
ten years of two or more prior convictions under this section, section 169.129, an 
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169.121 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 18 

ordinance in conformity with either of them, or a statute or ordinance from another 
state in conformity with either of them. 

For purposes of this subdivision, a prior juvenile adjudication under this section, 
section 169.129, an ordinance in conformity with either of them, or a statute or 
ordinance from another state in conformity with either of them is a prior conviction. 

The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occurred who is responsible 
for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be responsible for 
prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section. 

When an attorney responsible for prosecuting gross misdemeanors under this 
section requests criminal history information relating to previous convictions under 
this section from a court, the court must furnish the information without charge. 

Subd. 3b. Habitual offenders; chemical use treatment. If a person has been con­
victed under this section, section 169.129, an ordinance in conformity with either of 
them, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with either of them, 
and if the person is then convicted of violating this section, section 169.129, or an 
ordinance in conformity with either of them (1) once within five years of the first 
conviction or (2) two or more times within ten years after the first conviction, the court 
must order the person to submit to the level of care recommended in the chemical use 
assessment required under section 169.126. 

Subd. 4. Administrative penalties. The commissioner of public safety shall revoke 
the driver's license of a person convicted of violating this section or an ordinance in 
conformity with it as follows: 

(a) First offense: not less than 30 days; 
(b) Second offense in less than five years: not less than 90 days and until the court 

has certified that treatment or rehabilitation has been successfully completed where 
prescribed in accordance with section 169.126; 

(c) Third offense in less than five years: not less than one year, together with denial 
under section 171.04, clause (8), until rehabilitation is established in accordance with 
standards established by the commissioner; 

(d) Fourth or subsequent offense on the record: not less than two years, together 
with denial under section 171.04, clause (8), until rehabilitation is established in 
accordance with standards established by the commissioner. 

If the person convicted of violating this section is under the age of 18 years, the 
commissioner of public safety shall revoke the offender's driver's license or operating 
privileges until the offender reaches the age of 18 years or for a period of six months 
or for the appropriate period of time under clauses (a) to (d) for the offense committed, 
whichever is the greatest period. 

For purposes of this subdivision, a juvenile adjudication under this section, section 
169.129, an ordinance in conformity with either of them, or a statute or ordinance from 
another state in conformity with either of them is an offense. 

Whenever department records show that the violation involved personal injury or 
death to any person, not less than 90 additional days shall be added to the base periods 
provided above. 

Any person whose license has been revoked pursuant to section 169.123 as the 
result of the same incident is not subject to the mandatory revocation provisions of 
clause (a) or (b). 

Subd. 5. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 3b, when a court sentences 
a person convicted of violating this section, section 169.129, or an ordinance in 
conformity with either of them, the court may stay imposition or execution of any 
sentence authorized by subdivision 3 or 4, except the revocation of the driver's license, 
on the condition that the convicted person submit to the level of care recommended 
in the chemical use assessment report required under section 169.126. If the court does 
not order a level of care in accordance with the assessment report recommendation as 
a condition of a stay of imposition or execution, it shall state on the record its reasons 
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19 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 169.123 

for not following the assessment report recommendation. A stay of imposition or 
execution shall be in the manner provided in section 609.135. The court shall report 
to the commissioner of public safety any stay of imposition or execution of sentence 
granted under the provisions of this section. 

Subd. 5a. Chemical dependency assessment charge. When a court sentences a 
person convicted of an offense enumerated in section 169.126, subdivision 1, it shall 
impose a chemical dependency assessment charge of $75. This section applies when 
the sentence is executed, stayed, or suspended. The court may not waive payment or 
authorize payment of the assessment charge in installments unless it makes written 
findings on the record that the convicted person is indigent or that the assessment 
charge would create undue hardship for the convicted person or that person's immedi­
ate family. 

The court shall collect and forward to the commissioner of finance the total amount 
of the chemical dependency assessment charge and the commissioner shall credit the 
money to the drinking and driving repeat offense prevention account created in section 
169.126, subdivision 4a. 

The chemical dependency assessment charge required under this section is in 
addition to the surcharge required by section 609.101. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 7. On behalf of the commissioner of public safety a court shall serve notice 
of revocation on a person convicted of a violation of this section unless the commis­
sioner has already revoked the person's driving privileges or served the person with a 
notice of revocation for a violation of section 169.123 arising out of the same incident. 
The court shall take the license or permit of the driver, if any, or obtain a sworn affidavit 
stating that the license or permit cannot be produced, and send it to the commissioner 
with a record of the conviction and issue a temporary license effective only for the 
period during which an appeal from the conviction may be taken. No person who is 
without driving privileges at the time shall be issued a temporary license and any 
temporary license issued shall bear the same restrictions and limitations as the driver's 
license or permit for which it is exchanged. 

The commissioner shall issue additional temporary licenses until the final determi­
nation of whether there shall be a revocation under this section. 

[For text ofsubds 8 to 10, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 11. Applicability. For purposes of this section and section 169.123, "motor 
vehicle" does not include a snowmobile as defined in section 84.81, or an all-terrain 
vehicle as defined in section 84.92. 

History: 7957 c 123 s 1; 1987 c 136 s 1; 1987 c 315 s 1-3; 1987 c 368 s 6; 1987 c 383 
s6 

169.123 CHEMICAL TESTS FOR INTOXICATION. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 2. Implied consent; conditions; election as to type of test, (a) Any person who 
drives, operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle within this state or upon 
the ice of any boundary water of this state consents, subject to the provisions of this 
section and section 169.121, to a chemical test of that person's blood, breath, or urine 
for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol or a controlled substance. The 
test shall be administered at the direction of a peace officer. The test may be required 
of a person when an officer has probable cause to believe the person was driving, 
operating, or in physical control of a motor vehicle in violation of section 169.121 and 
one of the following conditions exist: (1) the person has been lawfully placed under 
arrest for violation of section 169.121, or an ordinance in conformity with it; or (2) the 
person has been involved in a motor vehicle accident or collision resulting in property 
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169.123 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 20 

damage, personal injury, or death; or (3) the person has refused to take the screening 
test provided for by section 169.121, subdivision 6; or (4) the screening test was 
administered and recorded an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more. 

(b) At the time a test is requested, the person shall be informed: 
(1) that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to determine if the person 

is under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; 
(2) that if testing is refused, the person's right to drive will be revoked for a 

minimum period of one year or, if the person is under the age of 18 years, for a period 
of one year or until the person reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is greater; 

(3) that if a test is taken and the results indicate that the person is under the 
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance, the person will be subject to criminal 
penalties and the person's right to drive may be revoked for a minimum period of 90 
days or, if the person is under the age of 18 years, for a period of six months or until 
the person reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is greater; 

(4) that after submitting to testing, the person has the right to consult with an 
attorney and to have additional tests made by someone of the person's own choosing; 
and 

(5) that if the person refuses to take a test, the refusal will be offered into evidence 
against the person at trial. 

(c) The peace officer who requires a test pursuant to this subdivision may direct 
whether the test shall be of blood, breath, or urine. Action may be taken against a 
person who refuses to take a blood test only if an alternative test was offered and action 
may be taken against a person who refuses to take a urine test only if an alternative test 
was offered. 

Subd. 2a. Requirement of urine or blood test. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, if 
there is probable cause to believe there is impairment by a controlled substance that 
is not subject to testing by a breath test, a urine or blood test may be required even after 
a breath test has been administered. Action may be taken against a person who refuses 
to take a blood test under this subdivision only if a urine test was offered and action 
may be taken against a person who refuses to take a urine test only if a blood test was 
offered. 

[For text ofsubds 2b to 5b, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 5c. Petition for judicial review. Within 30 days following receipt of a notice 
and order of revocation pursuant to this section, a person may petition the court for 
review. The petition shall be filed with the court administrator of county or municipal 
court in the county where the alleged offense occurred, together with proof of service 
of a copy on the commissioner of public safety, and accompanied by the standard filing 
fee for civil actions. No responsive pleading shall be required of the commissioner of 
public safety, and no court fees shall be charged for the appearance of the commissioner 
of public safety in the matter. 

The petition shall be captioned in the name of the person making the petition as 
petitioner and the commissioner of public safety as respondent. The petition must 
include the petitioner's date of birth, driver's license number, date of the offense, and 
a copy of the notice of revocation. The petition shall state with specificity the grounds 
upon which the petitioner seeks rescission of the order of revocation or denial. 

The filing of the petition shall not stay the revocation or denial. The reviewing 
court may order a stay of the balance of the revocation if the hearing has not been 
conducted within 60 days after filing of the petition upon terms the court deems proper. 
Judicial reviews shall be conducted according to the rules of civil procedure. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 7. Appeal. Any party aggrieved by the decision of the reviewing court may 
appeal the decision as provided in the rules of appellate procedure. 
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21 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 169.126 

[For text ofsubds 8 and 10, see M.S.1986J 

History: 7957 c 225 s 1,2; 1987 c 346 s 1; 1987 c 383 s 7 

169.124 ALCOHOL SAFETY PROGRAM. 
Subdivision 1. County board. The county board of every county shall establish an 

alcohol safety program designed to provide alcohol problem screening and chemical use 
assessment of persons convicted of an offense enumerated in section 169.126, subdivi­
sion 1. 

Subd. 2. The alcohol problem assessment shall be conducted under the direction 
of the court and by such persons or agencies as the court deems qualified to provide 
the alcohol problem assessment and assessment report as described in section 169.126. 
The alcohol problem assessment may be conducted by court services probation officers 
having the required knowledge and skills in the assessment of alcohol problems, by 
alcoholism counselors, by persons conducting court sponsored driver improvement 
clinics if in the judgment of the court such persons have the required knowledge and 
skills in the assessment of alcohol problems, by appropriate staff members of public or 
private alcohol treatment programs and agencies or mental health clinics, by court 
approved volunteer workers such as members of alcoholics anonymous, or by such 
other qualified persons as the court may direct. The commissioner of public safety shall 
provide the courts with information and assistance in establishing alcohol problem 
assessment programs suited to the needs of the area served by each court. The 
commissioner shall consult with the alcohol and other drug abuse section in the 
department of human services and with local community mental health boards in 
providing such information and assistance to the courts. The commissioner of public 
safety shall promulgate rules and standards under chapter 14, consistent with, this 
subdivision, for reimbursement under the provisions of subdivision 3. 

Subd. 3. Cost. The cost of alcohol problem screening outlined in this section shall 
be borne by the county. Upon application by the county to the commissioner of public 
safety, the commissioner shall reimburse the county up to 50 percent of the cost of each 
alcohol problem screening not to exceed $25 in each case. Payments shall be made 
annually and prorated if insufficient funds are appropriated. 

History: 7957 c 315 s 4; 1987 c 383 s 8 
NOTE: Subdivision 2 was also amended by Laws 1987, chapter 315, section 4, subdivision 2, to read as follows: 

"Subd. 2. Preliminary screening. A preliminary alcohol problem screening shall be conducted, under the direction 
of the court, by persons or agencies the court deems qualified to provide the alcohol problem screening and screening report 
as described in section 169.126. The alcohol problem screening may be conducted by court services probation officers with 
the required knowledge and skills in the screening of alcohol problems, by alcoholism counselors, by persons conducting 
court sponsored driver improvement clinics if in the judgment of the court they have the required knowledge and skills in 
the assessment of alcohol problems, by appropriate staff members of public or private alcohol treatment programs and 
agencies or mental health clinics, by court approved volunteer workers such as members of alcoholics anonymous, or by other 
qualified persons approved by the court. The commissioner of public safety shall provide the courts with information and 
assistance in establishing alcohol problem screening programs suited to the needs of the area served by each court. The 
commissioner shall consult with the alcohol and other drug abuse section in the department of human services and with local 
community mental health boards in providing this information and assistance to the courts. The commissioner of public 
safety shall promulgate rules and standards, consistent with this subdivision, for reimbursement under the provisions of 
subdivision 3. The adoption of rules is not subject to chapter 14." 

169.125 COUNTY COOPERATION. 
County boards may enter into an agreement to establish a regional alcohol safety 

program. County boards may contract with other counties and agencies for alcohol 
problem screening and chemical use assessment services. 

History: 79S7 c 315 s 5 

169.126 ALCOHOL PROBLEM ASSESSMENT. 
Subdivision 1. Screening requirement. An alcohol problem screening shall be 

conducted and a screening report submitted to the court by the county agency adminis­
tering the alcohol safety program when: 

(a) The defendant is convicted of an offense described in section 169.121 or 
169.129; or 
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169.126 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 22 

(b) The defendant is arrested for committing an offense described in section 
169.121 or 169.129 but is convicted of another offense arising out of the circumstances 
surrounding the arrest. 

Subd. 2. Report. The screening report shall contain an evaluation of the convicted 
defendant concerning the defendant's prior traffic record, characteristics and history 
of alcohol problems, and amenability to rehabilitation through the alcohol safety 
program. The screening report shall include a recommendation as to a treatment or 
rehabilitation program for the defendant. The screening report shall be classified as 
private data on individuals as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12. 

Subd. 3. Report preparation. The screening report required by this section shall 
be prepared by a person knowledgeable in diagnosis of chemical dependency. 

Subd. 4. Chemical use assessment, (a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph 
(d), when an alcohol problem screening shows that the defendant has an identifiable 
chemical use problem, the court shall require the defendant to undergo a comprehen­
sive chemical use assessment conducted by an assessor qualified under rules adopted 
by the commissioner of human services under section 254A.03, subdivision 3. An 
assessor providing a chemical use assessment for the court may not have any direct or 
shared financial interest or referral relationship resulting in shared financial gain with 
a treatment provider. If an independent assessor is not available, the court may use the 
services of an assessor authorized to perform assessments for the county social services 
agency under a variance granted under rules adopted by the commissioner of human 
services under section 254A.03, subdivision 3. An appointment for the defendant to 
undergo the chemical use assessment shall be made by the court, a court services 
probation officer, or the court administrator as soon as possible but in no case more 
than one week after the defendant's court appearance. The comprehensive chemical 
use assessment must be completed no later than two weeks after the appointment date. 

(b) The chemical use assessment report must include a recommended level of care 
for the defendant in accordance with the criteria contained in rules adopted by the 
commissioner of human services under section 254A.03, subdivision 3. 

(c) The state shall reimburse the county for the entire cost of each chemical use 
assessment and report at a rate established by the department of human services up to 
a maximum of $100 in each case. The county may not be reimbursed for the cost of 
any chemical use assessment or report not completed within the time limit provided 
in this subdivision. Reimbursement to the county must be made from the special 
account established in subdivision 4a. 

(d) If the preliminary alcohol problem screening is conducted by an assessor 
qualified under rules adopted by the commissioner of human services under section 
254A.03, subdivision 3, consists of a comprehensive chemical use assessment of the 
defendant, and complies with the chemical use assessment report requirements of 
paragraph (b), it is a chemical use assessment for the purposes of this section and the 
court may not require the defendant to undergo a second chemical use assessment 
under paragraph (a). The state shall reimburse counties for the cost of alcohol problem 
screenings that qualify as chemical use assessments under this paragraph in the manner 
provided in paragraph (c) in lieu of the reimbursement provisions of section 169.124, 
subdivision 3. 

Subd. 4a. Drinking and driving repeat offense prevention account. A special account 
is established in the state treasury known as the drinking and driving repeat offense 
prevention account. Money credited to the account is appropriated continuously to the 
commissioner of public safety and shall be spent by the commissioner to reimburse 
counties for the entire cost of each chemical use assessment and report completed 
within the time limit provided under subdivision 4, up to a maximum of $100 in each 
case. 

Subd. 4b. Evaluation. The commissioner of public safety shall, with the assistance 
of the department of human services and the state planning agency, monitor and 
evaluate the implementation and effects of the alcohol safety programs required in 
sections 169.124 to 169.126 and shall submit a written report to the legislature by 
January 1, 1989, containing the commissioner's findings and recommendations. 
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23 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 169.20 

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1987 c 315 s 14] 
Subd. 6. Applicability. This section shall not apply to persons who are not 

residents of the state of Minnesota at the time of the offense and at the time of the 
alcohol problem screening. 

History: 1987 c 315 s 6-12 

169.14 SPEED RESTRICTIONS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 5c, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 5d. Speed zoning in work zones. The commissioner, on trunk highways and 
temporary trunk highways, and local authorities, on streets and highways under their 
jurisdiction, may authorize the use of reduced maximum speed limits in highway work 
zones. The commissioner or local authority is not required to conduct an engineering 
and traffic investigation before authorizing a reduced speed limit in a highway work 
zone. 

The minimum highway work zone speed limit is 20 miles per hour. The work zone 
speed limit must not reduce the established speed limit on the affected street or highway 
by more than 15 miles per hour, except that the highway work zone speed limit shall 
not exceed 40 miles per hour. Highway work zone speed limits are effective on erection 
of appropriate regulatory speed limit signs designating the beginning and end of the 
affected work zone. The signs must be removed or covered when they are not required. 
A speed greater than the posted highway work zone speed limit is unlawful. 

For purposes of this subdivision, "highway work zone" means a segment of 
highway or street where a road authority or its agent is constructing, reconstructing, or 
maintaining the physical structure of the roadway, its shoulders, or features adjacent 
to the roadway, including underground and overhead utilities and highway appurte­
nances. 

[For text ofsubds 7 to 10, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 319 s 1 

169.20 RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 5. Emergency vehicle. Upon the immediate approach of an authorized 
emergency vehicle equipped with at least one lighted lamp exhibiting red light visible 
under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to the front of such 
vehicle and, except where otherwise not required by law, when the driver is giving 
audible signal by siren, the driver of each other vehicle shall yield the right-of-way and 
shall immediately drive to a position parallel to and as close as possible to the 
right-hand edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection; and shall stop and 
remain in this position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when 
otherwise directed by a police officer. The driver of another vehicle on a one-way 
roadway shall drive to the closest edge or curb and stop. The driver of an authorized 
emergency vehicle escorting the movement of a vehicle or load which is oversize or 
overweight need not sound an audible signal by siren but shall exhibit the light required 
by this paragraph. The driver of each other vehicle then shall yield the right-of-way, 
as required by this paragraph, to the emergency vehicle escorting the vehicle or load 
which is oversize or overweight. 

Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle the driver of each street 
car and the operator of each trackless trolley car shall immediately stop such car clear 
of any intersection and keep it in this position and keep the doors and gates of the street 
car or trackless trolley car closed until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, 
except when otherwise directed by a police officer. 

This subdivision shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency 
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vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of persons using the 
highways. 

[For text ofsubd 6, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 7957 c 383 s 9 

169.222 OPERATION OF BICYCLES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 4. Riding on roadways or shoulders, (a) Every person operating a bicycle 
upon a roadway shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the 
roadway except under any of the following situations: 

(i) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction. 
(ii) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or 

driveway. 
(iii) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including fixed or moving 

objects, vehicles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or narrow width lanes, that 
make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge. 

(b) If a bicycle is traveling on a shoulder of a roadway, the bicycle shall travel in 
the same direction as adjacent vehicular traffic. 

(c) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway or shoulder shall not ride more than 
two abreast and shall not impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic and, 
on a laned roadway, shall ride within a single lane. 

(d) A person operating a bicycle upon a sidewalk, or across a roadway or shoulder 
on a crosswalk, shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give an audible 
signal when necessary before overtaking and passing any pedestrian. No person shall 
ride a bicycle upon a sidewalk within a business district unless permitted by local 
authorities. Local authorities may prohibit the operation of bicycles on any sidewalk 
or crosswalk under their jurisdiction. 

A person lawfully operating a bicycle on a sidewalk, or across a roadway or 
shoulder on a crosswalk, shall have all the rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian 
under the same circumstances. 

[For text ofsubds 5 to 10, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 255 s 14 

169.223 MOTORIZED BICYCLES. 
Subdivision 1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, section 169.974 

relating to motorcycles is applicable to motorized bicycles, except that the provisions 
of section 169.222 governing the parking of bicycles apply to motorized bicycles. 

Subd. 2. Motorized bicycles shall not be operated on any bicycle way or bicycle 
lane, as those terms are denned in section 160.263. A motorized bicycle may be 
operated under either a driver's license or a motorized bicycle permit issued under 
section 171.02, subdivision 3. A person under the age of 16 operating a motorized 
bicycle under a motorized bicycle permit is subject to the restrictions imposed by 
section 169.974, subdivision 2, on operation of a motorcycle under a two-wheel 
instruction permit. 

Subd. 3. No person shall operate a motorized bicycle upon a sidewalk at any time, 
except when such operation is necessary for the most direct access to a roadway from 
a driveway, alley or building. No person shall operate a motorized bicycle that is 
carrying any person other than the operator. 

Subd. 4. The provisions of section 169.974, subdivision 5, clause (i), apply to 
motorized bicycles that are equipped with headlights. After June 1, 1987, a new 
motorized bicycle sold or offered for sale in Minnesota must be equipped with a 
headlight. 
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Subd. 5. When operated within a statutory or home rule charter city, a motorized 
bicycle is entitled to the full use of a traffic lane. No motor vehicle shall be driven or 
operated in a way that deprives a motorized bicycle of the full use of a traffic lane. 
When operated on a highway that is not within a statutory or home rule charter city, 
a motorized bicycle shall be operated on the paved portion of the shoulder, or, if the 
shoulder is not paved, as near as is practicable to the right-hand side of the roadway. 
This section does not permit the operation of a motorized bicycle on a bikeway or other 
lane that is reserved for the exclusive use of nonmotorized traffic. 

History: 7957 c 269 s 5 

169.28 CERTAIN VEHICLES TO STOP AT RAILROADS. 
Subdivision 1. Stop required. The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passengers 

for hire, or of any school bus whether carrying passengers or not, or of any vehicle 
carrying explosive substances or flammable liquids, or liquid gas under pressure as a 
cargo or part of a cargo, before crossing at grade any track or tracks of a railroad, shall 
stop the vehicle not less than ten feet from the nearest rail of the railroad and while so 
stopped shall listen and look in both directions along the track for any approaching 
train, and for signals indicating the approach of a train, except as hereinafter provided, 
and shall not proceed until safe to do so. 

A school bus shall not be flagged across railroad grade crossings except at those 
railroad grade crossings that the local school administrative officer may designate. 

Subd. 2. Exempt crossings. The commissioner may designate a crossing as an 
exempt crossing if the crossing is: 

(1) on a rail line on which service has been abandoned; or 
(2) on a rail line that carries fewer than five trains each year, traveling at speeds 

of ten miles per hour or less. 
The commissioner shall direct the railroad to erect at the crossing signs bearing the 

word "Exempt" that conform to section 169.06. The installation or presence of an 
exempt sign does not relieve a driver of the duty to use due care. A train must not 
proceed across an exempt crossing unless a police officer is present to direct traffic or 
a railroad employee is on the ground to warn traffic until the train enters the crossing. 

A vehicle that must stop at grade crossings under subdivision 1 is not required to 
stop at a marked exempt crossing unless directed otherwise by a police officer or a 
railroad employee. 

History: 1987 c 397 s 1 

169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGES FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED. 
Subdivision 1. Scope of privilege. A vehicle that prominently displays the certificate 

authorized by this section, or bears license plates issued under section 168.021, may 
be parked by or for a physically handicapped person: 

(1) in a designated handicapped parking space, as provided in section 169.346; 
and 

(2) in a metered parking space without obligation to pay the meter fee. 
For purposes of this subdivision, a certificate is prominently displayed if it is 

displayed on the dashboard in the left-hand corner of the front windshield of the vehicle 
with no part of the certificate obscured. 

Notwithstanding clauses (1) and (2), this section does not permit parking in areas 
prohibited by sections 169.32 and 169.34, in designated no parking spaces, or in 
parking spaces reserved for specified .purposes or vehicles. A local governmental unit 
may, by ordinance, prohibit parking on any street or highway to create a fire lane, or 
to accommodate heavy traffic during morning and afternoon rush hours and these 
ordinances also apply to physically handicapped persons. 

Subd. 2. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, "physically handicapped 
person" means a person who: 
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(1) because of disability cannot walk without significant risk of falling; 
(2) because of disability cannot walk 200 feet without stopping to rest; 
(3) because of disability cannot walk without the aid of another person, a walker, 

a cane, crutches, braces, a prosthetic device, or a wheelchair; 
(4) is restricted by a respiratory disease to such an extent that the person's forced 

(respiratory) expiratory volume for one second, when measured by spirometry, is less 
than one meter; 

(5) has an arterial oxygen tension (PAOz) of less than 60 mm/hg on room 
air at rest; 

(6) uses portable oxygen; or 
(7) has a cardiac condition to the extent that the person's functional limitations 

are classified in severity as class III or class IV according to standards set by the 
American Heart Association. 

Subd. 2a. Physician's statement. The commissioner shall develop a form for the 
physician's statement. The statement must be signed by a licensed physician who 
certifies that the applicant is a physically handicapped person as defined in subdivision 
2. The commissioner may request additional information from the physician if needed 
to verify the applicant's eligibility. The physician's statement must specify whether the 
disability is permanent or temporary, and if temporary, the opinion of the physician 
as to the duration of the disability. A physician who fraudulently certifies to the 
commissioner that a person is a physically handicapped person as defined in subdivi­
sion 2, and that the person is entitled to the license plates authorized by section 168.021 
or to the certificate authorized by this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject 
to a fine of $500. 

Subd. 3. Identifying certificate, (a) The division of driver and vehicle services in 
the department of public safety shall issue a special identifying certificate for a motor 
vehicle when a physically handicapped applicant submits a physician's statement. The 
commissioner shall design separate certificates for persons with permanent and tem­
porary disabilities that can be readily distinguished from each other from outside a 
vehicle at a distance of 25 feet. The certificate is valid for the duration of the person's 
disability, as specified in the physician's statement, up to a maximum of six years. A 
person with a disability of longer duration will be required to renew the certificate for 
additional periods of time, up to six years each, as specified in the physician's state­
ment. 

(b) When the commissioner is satisfied that a motor vehicle is used primarily for 
the purpose of transporting physically handicapped persons, the division may issue 
without charge a special identifying certificate for the vehicle. The operator of a vehicle 
displaying the certificate has the parking privileges provided in subdivision 1 while the 
vehicle is in use for transporting physically handicapped persons. The certificate issued 
to a person transporting physically handicapped persons must be renewed every third 
year. On application and renewal, the person must present evidence that the vehicle 
continues to be used for transporting physically handicapped persons. 

(c) A certificate must be made of plastic or similar durable material, must be 
distinct from certificates issued before January 1, 1988, and must bear its expiration 
date prominently on its face. A certificate issued to a temporarily disabled person must 
display the date of expiration of the duration of the disability, as determined under 
paragraph (a). Each certificate must have printed on the back a summary of the parking 
privileges and restrictions that apply to each vehicle in which it is used. The commis­
sioner may charge a fee of $5 for issuance or renewal of a certificate, and a fee of $5 
for a duplicate to replace a lost, stolen, or damaged certificate. 

Subd. 4. Unauthorized use; revocation; penalty. If a peace officer finds that the 
certificate is being improperly used, the officer shall report the violation to the division 
of driver and vehicle services in the department of public safety and the commissioner 
of public safety may revoke the certificate. A person who uses the certificate in 
violation of this.section is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of $500. 

History: 1987 c 355 s 7 
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169.346 PARKING FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED; PROHIBITIONS; PEN­
ALTIES. 

Subdivision 1. Parking criteria. A person shall not: 
(1) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to a parking space designated and 

reserved for the physically handicapped, on either private or public property; 
(2) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to an area designated by a local 

governmental unit as a handicapped transfer zone; or 
(3) exercise the parking privilege provided in section 169.345, unless: 
(i) that person is a physically handicapped person as denned in section 169.345, 

subdivision 2, or the person is transporting or parking a vehicle for a physically 
handicapped person; and 

(ii) the vehicle visibly displays one of the following: a license plate issued under 
section 168.021, a certificate issued under section 169.345, or an equivalent certificate, 
insignia, or license plate issued by another state or one of its political subdivisions. 

Subd. 2. Signs; parking spaces to be free of obstructions, (a) Handicapped parking 
spaces must be designated and identified by the posting of signs incorporating the 
international symbol of access in white on blue and indicating that the parking space 
is reserved for handicapped persons with vehicles displaying the required certificate, 
license plates, or insignia. A sign posted for the purpose of this section must be visible 
from inside a vehicle parked in the space, be kept clear of snow or other obstructions 
which block its visibility, and be nonmovable or only movable by authorized persons. 

(b) The owner or manager of the property on which the designated parking space 
is located shall ensure that the space is kept free of obstruction. If the owner or manager 
allows the space to be blocked by snow, merchandise, or similar obstructions for 24 
hours after receiving a warning from a peace officer, the owner or manager is guilty of 
a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of up to $500. 

Subd. 3. Penalty. A person who violates subdivision 1 is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be fined not less than $100 or more than $200. This subdivision shall be 
enforced in the same manner as parking ordinances or regulations in the governmental 
subdivision in which the violation occurs. Law enforcement officers have the authority 
to tag vehicles parked on either private or public property in violation of subdivision 
1. A physically handicapped person, or a person parking a vehicle for a handicapped 
person, who is charged with violating subdivision 1 because the person parked in a 
handicapped parking space without the required certificate or license plates shall not 
be convicted if the person produces in court or before the court appearance the required 
certificate or evidence that the person has been issued license plates under section 
168.021, and demonstrates entitlement to the certificate or plates at the time of arrest 
or tagging. 

History: 7957 c 355 s 8 

169.44 SCHOOL BUSES; STOP SIGNALS; CONDUCT OF OTHER VEHICLES. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to lc, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. Id. Optional system. In addition to equipment required under subdivision 
la and notwithstanding the provisions of section 169.64, a school bus may be equipped 
with a driver-activated student control warning system which includes a high-intensity 
red flashing signal, an audible warning signal and an amber proceed-with-caution 
signal, and may activate such a system whenever the use of the stop signal arm and 
flashing red signals is required under subdivision 2. 

Subd. 2. Loading and unloading passengers; use of signals, (a) Drivers of a vehicle 
outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus shall actuate the prewarning flashing 
amber signals of the bus before stopping to load or unload a school child or children 
at least 300 feet when operating outside an incorporated municipality and at least 100 
feet when operating within an incorporated municipality and, upon stopping for such 
purpose, such drivers shall extend the stop signal arm and actuate the flashing red 
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signals and shall not retract the stop signal arm and extinguish the flashing red signals 
until loading or unloading is completed and persons who must cross the street or 
highway are safely across. 

(b) School bus drivers shall not actuate the prewarning flashing amber signals or 
flashing red signals: 

(1) in special school bus loading areas where the bus is entirely off the traveled 
portion of the road; 

(2) in residence or business districts of cities except when directed by the local 
school administrator; 

(3) when a school bus is being used on a highway for purposes other than the actual 
transportation of school children to or from school or a school approved activity, in 
which event the words "school bus" on the front and rear of the bus shall be removed 
or completely concealed; 

(4) at railroad grade crossings; and 
(5) when loading and unloading persons while the bus- is completely off the 

traveled portion of a separated, one-way roadway that has adequate shoulders. The 
driver shall drive the bus completely off the traveled portion of a separated, one-way 
roadway with adequate shoulders before loading or unloading persons. 

(c) Where school children must cross the road before boarding or after being 
discharged from the bus, the driver of a school bus or a school bus patrol may supervise 
such crossings making use of the standard school patrol flag or signal as approved and 
prescribed by the commissioner of public safety. When children are alighting from a 
school bus, the driver shall visually ascertain that alighting children shall be a safe 
distance from the bus before moving the bus. 

(d). Vehicles not outwardly equipped and identified as school buses shall load or 
unload school children only from the right-hand side of the vehicle, except on a one-way 
street such vehicle shall load or unload school children only from the curb side of the 
vehicle. 

/For text ofsubds 3 to 15, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 16. Overhead book racks. Types I and II school buses may be equipped with 
padded, permanent overhead book racks which do not hang over the center aisle of the 
bus. 

Subd. 17. "MN" designation in bus body serial number. School bus bodies manu­
factured after January 1, 1986 and used on streets and highways in this state must bear 
the designation "MN" in the bus body identification number. The manufacturer of the 
school bus body certifies by the "MN" designation that the bus body has been manufac­
tured to meet the minimum standards required of school bus bodies by law. A school 
bus body manufactured before January 2, 1986, that does not bear a current inspection 
sticker on July 1, 1987, may not be used on streets and highways in the state after July 
1, 1987, unless its manufacturer recertifies that the school bus body meets minimum 
standards required of school bus bodies by law. 

[For text of subd 18, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 7957 c 48 s 1; 1987 c 383 s 10-12 

169.522 SLOW-MOVING VEHICLES, SIGNS REQUIRED. 
Subdivision 1. (a) All animal-drawn vehicles, motorized golf carts when operated 

on designated roadways pursuant to section 169.045, implements of husbandry and 
other machinery, including all road construction machinery, which are designed for 
operation at a speed of 25 miles per hour or less shall display a triangular slow-moving 
vehicle emblem except when being used in actual construction and maintenance work 
and traveling within the limits of a construction area which is marked in accordance 
with requirements of the manual of uniform traffic control devices, as set forth in 
section 169.06. The emblem shall consist of a fluorescent yellow-orange triangle with 
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a dark red reflective border and be mounted so as to be visible from a distance of not 
less than 600 feet to the rear. When a primary power unit towing an implement of 
husbandry or other machinery displays a slow-moving vehicle emblem visible from a 
distance of 600 feet to the rear, it shall not be necessary to display a similar emblem 
on the secondary unit. After January 1, 1975, all slow-moving vehicle emblems sold in 
this state shall be so designed that when properly mounted they are visible from a 
distance of not less than 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beam 
of head lamps on a motor vehicle. The commissioner of public safety shall adopt 
standards and specifications for the design and position of mounting the slow-moving 
vehicle emblem. Such standards and specifications shall be adopted by rule in accord­
ance with the administrative procedure act. A violation of this section shall not be 
admissible evidence in any civil cause of action arising prior to January 1, 1970. 

(b) An alternate slow-moving vehicle emblem consisting of a dull black triangle 
with a white reflective border may be used after obtaining a permit from the commis­
sioner under rules of the commissioner. A person with a permit to use an alternate 
slow-moving vehicle emblem must: 

(1) carry in the vehicle a regular slow-moving vehicle emblem and display the 
emblem when operating a vehicle between sunset and sunrise, and at any other time 
when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, or other conditions; and 

(2) permanently affix to the rear of the slow-moving vehicle at least 72 square 
inches of reflective tape that reflects the color red. 

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 7957 c 101 s I 

169.57 VEHICLE SIGNALS. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 4. Alteration of stop lamp prohibited. On a vehicle that must be equipped 
with a single center high mounted stop lamp under federal motor vehicle safety 
standards, and on any other vehicle equipped with a similar stop lamp, a person may 
not alter the stop lamp by the addition of an overlay or other device, or install a 
replacement lens, if the alteration or installation alters or obscures any portion of the 
lamp or affects the intensity of light emitted. 

History: 1987 c 383 s 13 

169.685 SEAT BELTS AND PASSENGER RESTRAINT SYSTEMS FOR CHIL­
DREN. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 5. (a) Every motor vehicle operator, when transporting a child under the 
age of four on the streets and highways of this state in a motor vehicle equipped with 
factory-installed seat belts, shall equip and install for use in the motor vehicle, accord­
ing to the manufacturer's instructions, a child passenger restraint system meeting 
federal motor vehicle safety standards. 

(b) No motor vehicle operator who is operating a motor vehicle on the streets and 
highways of this state may transport a child under the age of four in a seat of a motor 
vehicle equipped with a factory-installed seat belt, unless the child is properly fastened 
in the child passenger restraint system. Any motor vehicle operator who violates this 
subdivision is guilty of a petty misdemeanor and may be sentenced to pay a fine of not 
more than $25. 

Subd. 6. (a) This section does not apply to: 
(1) a person transporting a child in an emergency medical vehicle while in the 

performance of official duties and when the physical or medical needs of the child make 
the use of a child passenger restraint system unreasonable or when a child passenger 
restraint system is not available; 
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(2) a peace officer transporting a child while in the performance of official duties 
and when a child passenger restraint system is not available, provided that a seat belt 
must be substituted; and 

(3) a person while operating a motor vehicle for hire, including a taxi, airport 
limousine, and bus, but excluding a rented, leased, or borrowed motor vehicle. 

(b) A child passenger restraint system is not required for a child who cannot, in 
the judgment of a licensed physician, be safely transported in a child passenger restraint 
system because of a medical condition, body size, or physical disability. A motor 
vehicle operator claiming exemption for a child under this paragraph must possess a 
typewritten statement from the physician stating that the child cannot be safely trans­
ported in a child passenger restraint system. The statement must give the name and 
birth date of the child, be dated within the previous six months, and be made on the 
physician's letterhead or contain the physician's name, address, and telephone number. 
A person charged with violating subdivision 5 may not be convicted if the person 
produces the physician's statement in court or in the office of the arresting officer. 

History: 1987 c 73 s 1,2 

169.725 ENFORCEMENT. 
If a peace officer has reasonable cause to believe that a passenger automobile is 

equipped with tires in violation of sections 169.721 to 169.727, or of the rules adopted 
under section 169.722, the officer may require the operator of the passenger automobile 
to stop and submit the passenger automobile to an inspection. If the inspection 
discloses that the tires of the passenger automobile are in violation, the officer may issue 
a citation for the violation, and the defect must be corrected as soon as possible. For 
purposes of this section, "peace officer" means a state trooper, a county sheriff, a deputy 
sheriff, and a municipal police officer. 

History: 1987 c 112 s 1 

169.98 POLICE OR PATROL VEHICLES; SECURITY GUARD VEHICLES; MARK­
INGS AND COLORS, USE AND OPERATION. 

Subdivision 1. Except as provided in subdivisions 2 and 2a, all motor vehicles 
which are primarily used in the enforcement of highway traffic rules by the state patrol 
or for general uniform patrol assignment by any municipal police department or other 
law enforcement agency, except conservation officers, shall have uniform colors and 
markings as provided herein. Motor vehicles of: 

(a) Municipal police departments, including the University of Minnesota police 
department and park police units, and constables shall be predominantly blue, brown, 
green or white; 

(b) The state patrol shall be predominantly maroon; and 
(c) The county sheriffs' office shall be predominantly brown or white. 
The identity of the governmental unit operating the vehicle shall be displayed on 

both front door panels and on the rear of the vehicle. The identity may be in the form 
of a shield or emblem, or may be the word "police," "sheriff," or the words "state 
patrol" or "conservation officer," as appropriate, with letters not less than 2-1/2 inches 
high, one-inch wide and of a three-eighths inch brush stroke. The identity shall be of 
a color contrasting with the background color so that the motor vehicle is easily 
identifiable as belonging to a specific type of law enforcement agency. Each vehicle 
shall be marked with its own identifying number on the rear of the vehicle. The number 
shall be printed in the same size and color required pursuant to this subdivision for 
identifying words which may be displayed on the vehicle. 

Subd. la. Vehicle stops. Except as otherwise permitted under sections 221.221 
and 299D.06, only a person who is licensed as a peace officer, constable, or part-time 
peace officer under sections 626.84 to section 626.863 may use a motor vehicle 
governed by subdivision 1 to stop a vehicle as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 
2. 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1987 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1987 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



31 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 169.98 

Subd. lb. Operation of marked vehicles. Except as otherwise permitted under 
sections 221.221 and 299D.06, a motor vehicle governed by subdivision 1 may only 
be operated by a person licensed as a peace officer, constable, or part-time peace officer 
under sections 626.84 to section 626.863. This prohibition does not apply to the 
following: 

(1) a marked vehicle that is operated for maintenance purposes only; 
(2) a marked vehicle that is operated during a skills course approved by the peace 

officers standards and training board; 
(3) a marked vehicle that is operated to transport prisoners or equipment; or 
(4) a marked vehicle that is operated by a reserve officer providing supplementary 

assistance at the direction of the chief law enforcement officer or the officer's designee, 
when a licensed peace officer as defined in section 626.84, subdivision 1, paragraph (c), 
who is employed by that political subdivision, is on duty within the political subdivi­
sion. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1986] 

Subd. 2a. The chief of police of a home rule or statutory city, and the sheriff of 
a county, may authorize within the jurisdiction the use of specially marked police or 
sheriff's vehicles for primary use in the enforcement of highway traffic laws and 
ordinances when in the judgment of the chief of police or sheriff the use of specially 
marked vehicles will contribute to the safety of the traveling public. A specially marked 
vehicle is a vehicle that is marked only with the shield of the city or county and the 
name of the proper authority on the right front door of the vehicle. The number of 
specially marked vehicles owned by a police department of a city of the first class may 
not exceed ten percent of the total number of vehicles used by that police department 
in traffic law enforcement, and a city or county that uses fewer than 11 vehicles in traffic 
law enforcement may not own more than one specially marked vehicle. A specially 
marked vehicle may be operated only by a uniformed officer and must be equipped and 
operated to indicate clearly to the driver of a vehicle signaled to stop that the specially 
marked vehicle is being operated by a police department or sherifFs office. 

[For text ofsubds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1986] 

History: 1987 c 162 s 1,2; 1987 c 334 s 1,2 
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