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CHAPTER 157 

HOTELS, RESORTS, RESTAURANTS; REGULATION, 
PROTECTION 
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157.04 Annual inspection. 

157.01 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Types of establishments. Every building or structure or enclosure, 

or any part thereof, kept, used as, maintained as, or advertised as, or held out to the 
public to be an enclosure where sleeping accommodations are furnished to the public 
and furnishing accommodations for periods of less than one week shall for the purpose 
of this chapter be deemed an hotel. 

Every building or other structure or enclosure, or any part thereof and all buildings 
in connection, kept, used or maintained as, or advertised as, or held out to the public 
to be an enclosure where meals or lunches are served or prepared for service elsewhere 
shall for the purpose of this chapter be deemed to be a restaurant, and the person in 
charge thereof, whether as owner, lessee, manager or agent, for the purpose of this 
chapter shall be deemed the proprietor of the restaurant, and whenever the word 
"restaurant" occurs in this chapter, it shall be construed to mean a structure as 
described in this section. 

Every building or structure, or any part thereof, kept, used as, maintained as, 
advertised as, or held out to be a place where sleeping accommodations are furnished 
to the public as regular roomers, for periods of one week or more, and having five or 
more beds to let to the public, shall, for the purpose of this chapter, be deemed a lodging 
house. 

Every building or structure or enclosure, or any part thereof, used as, maintained 
as, or advertised as, or held out to be an enclosure where meals or lunches are furnished 
to five or more regular boarders, whether with or without sleeping accommodations, 
for periods of one week or more, shall, for the purpose of this chapter, be deemed a 
boarding house. 

Every building or structure, or any part thereof, used as, maintained as, or adver­
tised as, or held out to be a place where confectionery, ice cream, or drinks of various 
kinds are made, sold or served at retail, shall, for the purpose of this chapter, be deemed 
to be a place of refreshment. This chapter shall not be applicable in any manner to a 
general merchandise store, grocery store, oil station, cigar stand, confectionery store, 
or drug store not providing meals, lunches, lodging, or fountain, bar, booth, or table 
service. 

For the purpose of this chapter, a resort means any building, structure, or enclo­
sure, or any part thereof, located on, or on property neighboring, any lake, stream, or 
skiing or hunting area for purposes of providing convenient access thereto, kept, used, 
maintained, or advertised as, or held out to the public to be an enclosure where sleeping 
accommodations are furnished to the public, and primarily to those seeking recreation, 
for periods of one day, one week, or longer, and having for rent five or more cottages, 
rooms, or enclosures. 

Subd. 2. Levels of risk, (a) "High-risk establishment" means any lodging house, 
hotel, motel, restaurant, boarding house, place of refreshment, or resort that: 

(1) serves potentially hazardous foods that require extensive processing on the 
premises, including manual handling, cooling, reheating, or holding for service; 

(2) prepares foods several hours or days before service; 
(3) serves menu items that epidemiologic experience has demonstrated to be 

common vehicles of food-borne illness; 
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(4) has a public swimming pool; 
(5) draws its drinking water from a surface water supply; or 
(6) has an on-site sewage disposal system and is located in an area where condi­

tions are less favorable for the successful operation of such a system. 
(b) "Medium-risk establishment" means a hotel, motel, restaurant, lodging house, 

boarding house, place of refreshment, or resort that: 
(1) serves potentially hazardous foods but with minimal holding between prepara­

tion and service; 
(2) serves low-risk foods that may or may not be potentially hazardous but require 

extensive handling, such as baked goods and pizzas; 
(3) serves large volumes of food even though the food-borne illness risk is low; or 
(4) is a lodging establishment with 25 or more units. 
(c) "Low-risk establishment" means a hotel, motel, restaurant, lodging house, 

boarding house, place of refreshment, or resort that is not a high-risk or medium-risk 
establishment. 

History: 7 95 7 c 209 s 34 

157.02 HOTEL INSPECTION RECORDS. 
The commissioner of health shall keep a set of books for public use and inspection 

showing the condition of all hotels, motels, restaurants, lodging houses, boarding 
houses, resorts, and places of refreshment, together with the name of the owner, 
proprietor, or manager thereof, showing their sanitary condition, and any other infor­
mation that may be for the betterment of the public service, and issue orders for 
correction of violations relating to hotels, motels, restaurants, lodging houses, boarding 
houses, resorts, and places of refreshment. 

History: 1987 c 209 s 35 

157.04 ANNUAL INSPECTION. 
It shall be the duty of the commissioner of health to inspect, or cause to be 

inspected, every hotel, motel, restaurant, lodging house, boarding house, or resort, or 
place of refreshment in this state. The frequency of inspections must be based on the 
degree of hazard to the public. High-risk establishments must be inspected at least once 
a year. Medium-risk establishments must be inspected at least once every 18 months. 
Low-risk establishments must be inspected at least once every two years. For the 
purpose of conducting inspections, the commissioner shall have the right to enter and 
have access thereto at any time during the conduct of business and when, upon 
inspection, it shall be found that the business and property so inspected is not being 
conducted, or is not equipped, in the manner required by the provisions of this chapter 
or the rules of the state commissioner of health, or is being conducted in violation of 
any of the laws of this state pertaining to the business, it shall thereupon be the duty 
of the commissioner to notify the owner, proprietor, or agent in charge of the business, 
or the owner or agent of the buildings so occupied, of the condition so found. Each 
owner, proprietor, or agent shall forthwith comply with the provisions of this chapter 
or the rules of the commissioner, unless otherwise herein provided. A reasonable time 
may be granted by the commissioner for compliance with the provisions of this chapter. 

History: 7957 c 209 s 36 

157.09 REVOCATION OF LICENSE. 
It shall be the duty of the commissioner of health to revoke a license, on the 

commissioner's finding that a place of business is being operated in violation of the 
provisions of this chapter or rules of the state commissioner of health, so as to 
constitute a filthy, unclean, and insanitary condition and dangerous to public health; 
or, if the owner or proprietor persistently refuses or fails to comply with the provisions 
of this chapter or rules of the commissioner. Upon revocation of a license, the place 
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of business shall be immediately closed to public patronage until such time as the owner 
or proprietor shall have complied with the provisions of this chapter, as certified to by 
the issuance of a new license. 

The third revocation of license in any one year and on any one proprietor shall be 
made permanent for a period of one year from the date of the last revocation. 

History: 1987 c 209 s 37 

157.14 EXEMPTIONS. 
This chapter shall not be construed to apply to interstate carriers under the 

supervision of the United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare or to 
any building constructed and primarily used for religious worship, nor to any building 
owned, operated and used by a college or university in accordance with regulations 
promulgated by the college or university. Any person, firm or corporation whose 
principal mode of business is licensed under sections 28A.04 and 28A.05 is exempt at 
that premises from licensure as a place of refreshment or restaurant; provided, that the 
holding of any license pursuant to sections 28A.04 and 28A.05 shall not exempt any 
person, firm, or corporation from the applicable provisions of the chapter or the rules 
of the state commissioner of health relating to food and beverage service establish­
ments. This chapter does not apply to family day care homes or group family day care 
homes governed by sections 245.781 to 245.812. 

History: 1987 c 209 " 38 
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