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471.193 MUNICIPAL HERITAGE PRESERVATION. 

Subdivision 1. Policy. The legislature finds that the historical, architectural, 
archaeological, engineering, and cultural heritage of this state is among its most 
important assets. Therefore, the purpose of this section is to authorize local 
governing bodies to engage in a comprehensive program of historic preservation, and 
to promote the use and conservation of historic properties for the education, 
inspiration, pleasure, and enrichment of the citizens of this state. 

Subd. 2. Heritage preservation commissions. The governing body of a statu­
tory or home rule charter city, county, or town as described in section 368.01, 
subdivisions 1 and la may establish a heritage preservation commission to preserve 
and promote its historic resources according to this section. 

Subd. 3. Powers. The powers and duties of any commission established 
pursuant to this section may include any power possessed by the political subdivision 
creating the commission, but shall be those delegated or assigned by the ordinance 
establishing the commission. These powers may include: 

(1) the survey and designation of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 
objects that are of historical, architectural, archaeological, engineering, or cultural 
significance; 

(2) the enactment of rules governing construction, alteration, demolition, and 
use, including the review of building permits, and the adoption of other measures 
appropriate for the preservation, protection, and perpetuation of designated proper­
ties and areas; 

(3) the acquisition by purchase, gift, or bequest, of a fee or lesser interest, 
including preservation restrictions, in designated properties and adjacent or associat­
ed lands which are important for the preservation and use of the designated 
properties; 

(4) requests to the political subdivision to use its power of eminent domain to 
maintain or preserve designated properties and adjacent or associated lands; 

(5) the sale or lease of air rights; 
(6) the granting of use variations to a zoning ordinance; 
(7) participation in the conduct of land use, urban renewal, and other planning 

processes undertaken by the political subdivision creating the commission; and 
(8) the removal of blighting influences, including signs, unsightly structures, and 

debris, incompatible with the physical well-being of designated properties or areas. 
No power shall be exercised by a commission which is contrary to state law or 

denied a political subdivision by its charter or by law. Powers of a commission shall 
be exercised only in the manner prescribed by ordinance and no action of a 
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commission shall contravene any provision of a municipal zoning or planning 
ordinance unless expressly authorized by ordinance. 

Subd. 4. Exclusion. If a commission is established by the city of St. Paul, it 
shall for the purpose of this section exclude any jurisdiction over the capitol area as 
defined in section 15.50, subdivision 2. 

Subd. 5. Commission members. Commission members must be persons with 
demonstrated interest and expertise in historic preservation and must reside within 
the political subdivision regulated by the ordinance establishing the commission. 
Every commission shall include, if available, a member of a county historical society 
of a county in which the municipality is located. 

Subd. 6. Communication with the state historic preservation officer. Proposed 
site designations and design guidelines must be sent to the state historic preservation 
officer at the Minnesota historical society, who shall review and comment on the 
proposal within 60 days. By October 31 of each year, each commission shall submit 
an annual report to the state historic preservation officer. The report must 
summarize the commission's activities, including designations, reviews, and other 
activities during the previous 12 months. 

History: 1985 c 77 s 1 

471.24 STATUTORY CITIES AND TOWNS MAY JOIN IN MAINTAINING 
CEMETERIES. 

Where a statutory city or town owns and maintains an established cemetery or 
burial ground, either within or without the municipal limits, the statutory city or 
town may, by mutual agreement with contiguous statutory cities and towns, each 
having an assessed valuation of not less than $500,000, join together in the 
maintenance of such public cemetery or burial ground for the use of the inhabitants 
of each of such municipalities; and each such municipality is hereby authorized, by 
action of its council or governing body, to levy a tax or make an appropriation for 
the support and maintenance of such cemetery or burial ground; provided, the 
amount thus levied or appropriated by each municipality shall not exceed a total of 
$10,000 in any one year. 

History: 1985 c 52 s 1 

471.345 UNIFORM MUNICIPAL CONTRACTING LAW. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 3. Contracts over $15,000. If the amount of the contract is estimated to 
exceed $15,000, sealed bids shall be solicited by public notice in the manner and 
subject to the requirements of the law governing contracts by the particular 
municipality or class thereof provided that with regard to repairs and maintenance of 
ditches, bids shall not be required if the estimated amount of the contract does not 
exceed the amount specified in section 106A.705, subdivisions 4, 5, and 6. 

[For text of subds 4 to 9, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 10. Hospital shared service purchasing. Supplies, materials, or equip­
ment to be used in the operation of a hospital licensed under sections 144.50 to 
144.56 that are purchased or leased under a shared service purchasing arrangement 
whereby more than one hospital purchases supplies, materials, or equipment with 
one or more other hospitals either through one of the hospitals or through another 
entity, may be purchased without regard to the competitive bidding requirements of 
this section, if the following conditions are met: 
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(1) the hospital's governing authority authorizes the arrangement; 
(2) the shared services purchasing program purchases items available from more 

than one source on the basis of competitive bids or competitive quotations of prices; 
and 

(3) the arrangement authorizes the hospital's governing authority or its repre­
sentatives to review the purchasing procedures to determine compliance with these 
requirements. 

History: 1985 c 172 s 129; 1SP1985 c 13 s 347 

471.425 PROMPT PAYMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILLS. 
Subdivision 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following 

terms have the meanings here given them. 
(a) "Contract" means any written legal document or documents signed by both 

parties in which the terms and conditions of any interest or other penalty for late 
payments are clearly stated. 

(b) "Date of receipt" means the completed delivery of the goods or services or 
the satisfactory installation, assembly or specified portion thereof, or the receipt of 
the invoice for the delivery of the goods or services, whichever is later. 

(c) "Governing board" means the elected or appointed board of the municipali­
ty and includes, but is not limited to, city councils, town boards and county boards. 

(d) "Municipality" means any home rule charter or statutory city, county, 
town, school district, political subdivision or agency of local government. "Munici­
pality" means the metropolitan council or any board or agency created under 
chapter 473. 

Subd. 2. Payment required. A municipality must pay each vendor obligation 
according to the terms of the contract or, if no contract terms apply, within the 
standard payment period unless the municipality in good faith disputes the obli­
gation. Standard payment period is defined as follows: 

(a) For municipalities who have governing boards which have regularly sched­
uled meetings at least once a month, the standard payment period is defined as 
within 35 days of the date of receipt. 

(b) For municipalities whose governing boards do not regularly meet at least 
once a month, the standard payment period is defined as 45 days after receipt of the 
goods or services or the invoice for the goods or services, whichever is later. 

(c) For joint powers organizations organized under section 471.59, the standard 
payment period is within 45 days of the date of receipt. 

Subd. 3. Invoice errors. If an invoice is incorrect, defective or otherwise 
improper, the municipality must notify the vendor within ten days of the date of 
receipt. Upon receiving a corrected invoice from the vendor, the municipality must 
pay the obligation within the standard payment period defined in subdivision 2. 

Subd. 4. Payment of interest on late payments required, (a) Except other­
wise provided in this section, a municipality shall calculate and pay interest to a 
vendor if the municipality has not paid the obligation according to the terms of the 
contract or, if no contract terms apply, within the standard payment period as 
defined in subdivision 2. The standard payment period for a negotiated contract or 
agreement between a vendor and a municipality which requires an audit by the 
municipality before acceptance and payment of the vendor's invoice shall not be 
begun until the completion of the audit by the municipality. 

(b) The rate of interest calculated and paid by the municipality on the 
outstanding balance of the obligation not paid according to the terms of the contract 
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or during the standard payment period shall be 1-1/2 percent per month or part of a 
month. 

(c) No interest penalties may accrue against a purchaser who delays payment of 
a vendor obligation due to a good faith dispute with the vendor regarding the fitness 
of the product or service, contract compliance, or any defect, error or omission 
related thereto. If such delay undertaken by the municipality is not in good faith, 
the vendor may recover costs and attorney's fees. 

(d) The minimum monthly interest penalty payment that a municipality shall 
calculate and pay a vendor for the unpaid balance for any one overdue bill of $100 
or more is $10. For unpaid balances of less than $100, the municipality shall 
calculate and pay the actual interest penalty due the vendor. 

Subd. 5. Applicability. This section applies to all goods, leases and rents, and 
contracts for services, construction, repair and remodeling. Purchases from or 
contracts for service with a public utility as defined in section 216B.02 or a telephone 
company as defined in section 237.01 that has on file with the public utilities 
commission an approved practice regarding late fees are not subject to this section. 

History: 1985 c 136 s 5 

471.56 MUNICIPAL FUNDS. 

Subdivision 1. Any municipal funds, not presently needed for other purposes, 
may be deposited or invested in the manner and subject to the conditions provided in 
section 475.66 for the deposit and investment of debt service funds. The term 
"municipal funds" as used herein shall include all general, special, permanent, trust, 
and other funds, regardless of source or purpose, held or administered by any 
county, city, or town or by any officer or agency thereof, in the state of Minnesota. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 3. Such county, city, town, or official or agency thereof, may at any 
time sell obligations purchased pursuant to this section, and the money received 
from such sale, and the interest and profits or loss on such investment shall be 
credited or charged, as the case may be, to the fund from which the investment was 
made. Neither such official nor agency, nor any other official responsible for the 
custody of such funds shall be personally liable for any loss sustained from the 
deposit or investment of funds in accordance with the provisions of section 475.66. 

[For text of subds 4 and 5, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 169 s 16,17 

471.633 FIREARMS. 

The legislature preempts all authority of a home rule charter or statutory city 
including a city of the first class, county, town, municipal corporation, or other 
governmental subdivision, or any of their instrumentalities, to regulate firearms, 
ammunition, or their respective components to the complete exclusion of any order, 
ordinance or regulation by them except that: 

(a) a governmental subdivision may regulate the discharge of firearms; and 
(b) a governmental subdivision may adopt regulations identical to state law. 
Local regulation inconsistent with this section is void. 

History: 1985 c 144 s 1 
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471.634 DEFINITION. 
For purposes of section 471.633, the terms "municipal corporation" and 

"governmental subdivision," or instrumentality thereof, do not include school 
districts and other entities composed exclusively of school districts when school 
boards or school administrators are regulating school grounds, school facilities, 
school transportation services, school programs, or the conduct of students at any 
activities conducted under the direct or indirect supervision or control of the school 
board or administration. 

History: lSpl985 c 12 art 7 s 24 

471.653 DISTRIBUTION OF CERTAIN FEDERAL PAYMENTS. 
Federal payment in lieu of taxes on entitlement lands made pursuant to United 

States Code, title 31, sections 6901 to 6906 must be transferred by a county to the 
home rule or statutory city or town where the entitlement land is located if the 
county board determines that the statutory or home rule city or town is the principal 
provider of governmental services affecting the use of entitlement lands and if the 
total annual federal payment to the county is $5,000 or more. The county board 
shall make its determination based on factors which must include: (1) whether the 
city or town has at least 60 acres of land within the entitlement lands; (2) whether 
city or town roads are the primary access to the entitlement lands; (3) whether the 
city or town provides specific services to the entitlement lands such as fire 
protection, police protection, and search and rescue services; and (4) whether the 
city or town is primarily responsible for land use planning and official controls. 

The distribution of federal payment in lieu funds shall be made by the county 
board to a qualifying city or town in the proportion that the acreage of entitlement 
land located in each bears to the total acreage of entitlement land in the county. If 
more than 25 percent of entitlement acreage in a county is located in qualifying cities 
or towns, there shall be a pro rata reduction in each qualifying city or town's share, 
so that only 30 percent of the total county payment is distributed. 

History: 1985 c 204 s 3 

471.924 COUNTY REGULATION OF PAWNBROKERS, SECOND-HAND 
AND JUNK DEALERS. 

Subdivision 1. Authority. For the purpose of promoting the health, safety, 
morals, and general welfare of its residents, any county in the state may regulate the 
activities of pawnbrokers, second-hand and junk dealers. 

Subd. 2. Implementation. The purposes and objectives of the authority grant­
ed by this section shall be furthered by the adoption and passage of county-wide 
regulations or ordinance provisions. 

History: 1985 c 289 s 9 

471.925 DEFINITIONS. 
For purposes of sections 471.924 to 471.929, the following terms have the 

meanings given them: 
(1) "pawnbroker" means a person who loans money on deposit or pledge of 

personal property, or other valuable thing, or who deals in the purchasing of 
personal property or other valuable thing on condition of selling the same back again 
at a stipulated price, or who loans money secured by chattel mortgage or personal 
property, taking possession of the property or any part thereof so mortgaged; and 
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(2) "second-hand goods" or "junk dealer" means a person engaged in the 
business of buying second-hand goods of any kind, including but not limited to 
coins, gold, silver, jewelry, metals, guns, and wrecked or dismantled motor vehicles 
or motor vehicles intended to be wrecked or dismantled, but not including used 
goods and merchandise taken as part or full payment for new goods and merchan­
dise. 

History: 1985 c 289 s 10 

471.926 RELATION TO OTHER COUNTY AUTHORITY. 
Any ordinance adopted by a county pursuant to sections 471.924 to 471.929 

shall complement and be in addition to any other authority granted to a county 
pursuant to state statute or rule. 

History: 1985 c 289 s 11 

471.927 COOPERATION WITH MUNICIPALITIES. 
The governing body of any municipality may continue to exercise the authority 

to regulate pawnbrokers and second-hand or junk dealers as provided by law, but 
may contract with the county board of commissioners for administration and 
enforcement of county-wide regulations or ordinance provisions within the borders 
of the municipality. 

History: 1985 c 289 s 12 

471.928 RECORDING. 
Any ordinance adopted pursuant to sections 471.924 to 471.929 must be filed 

with the county recorder. The county auditor shall file a certified copy of the 
ordinance for record. 

History: 1985 c 289 s 13 

471.929 ENFORCEMENT. 
The duties of enforcing an ordinance adopted pursuant to this section shall be 

imposed by the county board upon the county sheriffs department. 

History: 1985 c 289 s 14 

471.98 SELF-INSURANCE; DEFINITIONS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 2. "Political subdivision" includes a statutory or home rule charter city, 
a county, a town, a watershed management organization as defined in section 
473.876, subdivision 9, or an instrumentality thereof having independent policy 
making and appropriating authority. For the purposes of this section and section 
471.981, the governing body of a town is the town board. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 236 s 5 
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