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282.01 TAX-FORFEITED LANDS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 6. Duties of commissioner of revenue; issuance of conveyance. When 
any sale has been made by the county auditor under sections 282.01 to 282.13, he 
shall immediately certify to the commissioner of revenue such information relating 
to such sale, on such forms as the commissioner of revenue may prescribe as will 
enable the commissioner of revenue to prepare an appropriate deed if the sale is for 
cash, or keep his necessary records if the sale is on terms; and not later than 
October 31 of each year the county auditor shall submit to the commissioner of 
revenue a statement of all instances wherein any payment of principal, interest, or 
current taxes on lands held under certificate, due or to be paid during the preceding 
calendar years, are still outstanding at the time such certificate is made. When such 
statement shows that a purchaser or his assignee is in default, the commissioner of 
revenue may instruct the county board of the county in which the land is located to 
cancel said certificate of sale in the manner provided by subdivision 5, provided that 
upon recommendation of the county board, and where the circumstances are such 
that the commissioner of revenue after investigation is satisfied that the purchaser 
has made every effort reasonable to make payment of both the annual instalment 
and said taxes, and that there has been no willful neglect on the part of the 
purchaser in meeting these obligations, then the commissioner of revenue may 
extend the time for the payment for such period as he may deem warranted, not to 
exceed one year. On payment in full of the purchase price, appropriate conveyance 
in fee, in such form as may be prescribed by the attorney general, shall be issued by 
the commissioner of revenue, which conveyance must be recorded by the county and 
shall have the force and effect of a patent from the state subject to easements and 
restrictions of record at the date of the tax judgment sale, including, but without 
limitation, permits for telephone, telegraph, and electric power lines either by 
underground cable or conduit or otherwise, sewer and water lines, highways, 
railroads, and pipe lines for gas, liquids, or solids in suspension. 

[For text of subd 7, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 7a. Alternate sale procedure. Land located in a home rule charter or 
statutory city, or in a town which cannot be improved because of noncompliance 
with local ordinances regarding minimum area, shape, frontage or access may be 
sold by the county auditor pursuant to this subdivision if the auditor determines that 
a nonpublic sale will encourage the approval of sale of the land by the city or town 
and promote its return to the tax rolls. If the physical characteristics of the land 
indicate that its highest and best use will be achieved by combining it with an 
adjoining parcel and the city or town has not adopted a local ordinance governing 
minimum area, shape, frontage, or access, the land may also be sold pursuant to this 
subdivision. The sale of land pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to any 
conditions imposed by the county board pursuant to section 282.03. The governing 
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body of the city or town may recommend to the county board conditions to be 
imposed on the sale. The county auditor may restrict the sale to owners of lands 
adjoining the land to be sold. The county auditor shall conduct the sale by sealed 
bid or may select another means of sale. The land shall be sold to the highest 
bidder but in no event shall the land be sold for less than its appraised value. All 
owners of land adjoining the land to be sold shall be given a written notice at least 
30 days prior to the sale. 

This subdivision shall be liberally construed to encourage the sale and utiliza
tion of tax-forfeited land, to eliminate nuisances and dangerous conditions and to 
increase compliance with land use ordinances. 

[For text of subds 8 to 11, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 300 s 13; lSpl98S c 14 art 20 s 14 

282.014 COMPLETION OF SALE AND CONVEYANCE. 
Upon compliance by the purchaser with the provisions of sections 282.011 to 

282.015 and with the terms and conditions of the sale, and upon full payment for the 
land, plus a $10 fee in addition to the sale price, the sale shall be complete and a 
conveyance of the land shall be issued to the purchaser as provided by the 
appropriate statutes according to the status of the land upon forfeiture. 

The conveyance must be forwarded to the county recorder who shall record the 
conveyance before the auditor issues it to the purchaser. 

History: 1985 c 300 s 14 

282.021 NOTIFICATION OF SALE. 
Thirty days before the sale of tax-forfeited land at public auction, the county 

auditor shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation the notice of sale and each 
parcel's appraised value for sale purposes. The county auditor shall also mail notice 
to all owners of land adjoining each parcel to be sold and to all owners of platted or 
unplatted land whose boundaries are within 300 feet of the boundaries of each parcel 
offered for sale having an appraised value of $1,000 or more. For purposes of this 
section, owner shall mean the taxpayer as listed in the records of the county auditor. 

History: !Spl985 c 14 art 20 s 15 

282.04 TIMBER SALE; TAX-FORFEITED LANDS, LEASE, PARTITION, 
EASEMENTS. 

Subdivision 1. Timber sold for cash. The county auditor may sell timber upon 
any tract that may be approved by the natural resources commissioner. Such sale of 
timber shall be made for cash at not less than the appraised value determined by the 
county board to the highest bidder after not less than one week's published notice in 
an official paper within the county. Any timber offered at such public sale and not 
sold may thereafter be sold at private sale by the county auditor at not less than the 
appraised value thereof, until such time as the county board may withdraw such 
timber from sale. The appraised value of the timber and the forestry practices to be 
followed in the cutting of said timber shall be approved by the commissioner of 
natural resources. Payment of the full sale price of all timber sold on tax-forfeited 
lands shall be made in cash at the time of the timber sale, except in the case of oral 
or sealed bid auction sales, the down payment shall be 25 percent of the appraised 
value, and the balance shall be paid prior to entry. In the case of auction sales that 
are partitioned and sold as a single sale with predetermined cutting blocks, the down 
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payment shall be 25 percent of the appraised price of the entire timber sale which 
may be held until the satisfactory completion of the sale or applied in whole or in 
part to the final cutting block. The value of each separate block must be paid in full 
before any cutting may begin in that block. With the permission of the county 
administrator the purchaser may enter unpaid blocks and cut necessary timber 
incidental to developing logging roads as may be needed to log other blocks provided 
that no timber may be removed from an unpaid block until separately scaled and 
paid for. The county board may require final settlement on the basis of a scale of 
cut products. Any parcels of land from which timber is to be sold by scale of cut 
products shall be so designated in the published notice of sale above mentioned, in 
which case the notice shall contain a description of such parcels, a statement of the 
estimated quantity of each species of timber thereon and the appraised price of each 
specie of timber for 1,000 feet, per cord or per piece, as the case may be. In such 
cases any bids offered over and above the appraised prices shall be by percentage, the 
percent bid to be added to the appraised price of each of the different species of 
timber advertised on the land. The purchaser of timber from such parcels shall pay 
in cash at the time of sale at the rate bid for all of the timber shown in the notice of 
sale as estimated to be standing on the land, and in addition shall pay at the same 
rate for any additional amounts which the final scale shows to have been cut or was 
available for cutting on the land at the time of sale under the terms of such sale. 
Where the final scale of cut products shows that less timber was cut or was available 
for cutting under terms of such sale than was originally paid for, the excess payment 
shall be refunded from the forfeited tax sale fund upon the claim of the purchaser, to 
be audited and allowed by the county board as in case of other claims against the 
county. No timber, except hardwood pulpwood, may be removed from such parcels 
of land or other designated landings until scaled by a person or persons designated 
by the county board and approved by the commissioner of natural resources. 
Landings other than the parcel of land from which timber is cut may be designated 
for scaling by the county board by written agreement with the purchaser of the 
timber. The county board may, by written agreement with the purchaser and with a 
consumer designated by him when the timber is sold by the county auditor, and with 
the approval of the commissioner of natural resources, accept the consumer's scale of 
cut products delivered at the consumer's landing. No timber shall be removed until 
fully paid for in cash. Small amounts of timber not exceeding $3,000 in appraised 
valuation may be sold for not less than the full appraised value at private sale to 
individual persons without first publishing notice of sale or calling for bids, provided 
that in case of such sale involving a total appraised value of more than $200 the sale 
shall be made subject to final settlement on the basis of a scale of cut products in the 
manner above provided and not more than two such sales, directly or indirectly to 
any individual shall be in effect at one time. As directed by the county board, the 
county auditor may lease tax-forfeited land to individuals, corporations or organized 
subdivisions of the state at public or private vendue, and at such prices and under 
such terms as the county board may prescribe, for use as cottage and camp sites and 
for agricultural purposes and for the purpose of taking and removing of hay, 
stumpage, sand, gravel, clay, rock, marl, and black dirt therefrom, and for garden 
sites and other temporary uses provided that no leases shall be for a period to exceed 
ten years; provided, further that any leases involving a consideration of more than 
$300 per year, except to an organized subdivision of the state shall first be offered at 
public sale in the manner provided herein for sale of timber. Upon the sale of any 
such leased land, it shall remain subject to the lease for not to exceed one year from 
the beginning of the term of the lease. Any rent paid by the lessee for the portion of 
the term cut off by such cancellation shall be refunded from the forfeited tax sale 
fund upon the claim of the lessee, to be audited and allowed by the county board as 
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in case of other claims against the county. The county auditor, with the approval of 
the county board is authorized to grant permits, licenses, and leases to tax-forfeited 
lands for the depositing of stripping, lean ores, tailings, or waste products from 
mines or ore milling plants, upon such conditions and for such consideration and for 
such period of time, not exceeding 15 years, as the county board may determine; 
said permits, licenses, or leases to be subject to approval by the commissioner of 
natural resources. Any person who removes any timber from tax-forfeited land 
before said timber has been scaled and fully paid for as provided in this subdivision 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. The county auditor may, with the approval of the county 
board and the commissioner of natural resources, and without first offering at public 
sale, grant leases, for a term not exceeding 25 years, for the removal of peat from 
tax-forfeited lands upon such terms and conditions as the county board may 
prescribe. 

Provided, however, that no lease for the removal of peat shall be made by the 
county auditor pursuant to this section without first holding a public hearing on his 
intention to lease. One printed notice in a legal newspaper in the county at least ten 
days before the hearing, and posted notice in the courthouse at least 20 days before 
the hearing shall be given of the hearing. 

[For text of subds la to 4, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 9 s 1 

282.261 TERMS OF REPURCHASE. 

[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 4, Service fee. The county auditor may collect a service fee to cover 
administrative costs as set by the county board for each repurchase contract 
approved after July 1, 1985. The fee shall be paid at the time of repurchase and 
shall be credited to the county general revenue fund. 

History: lSpl985 c 14 art 20 s 16 

282.301 RECEIPTS FOR PAYMENTS. 
The purchaser shall receive from the county auditor at the time of repurchase a 

receipt, in such form as may be prescribed by the attorney general. When the 
purchase price of a parcel of land shall be paid in full, the following facts shall be 
certified by the county auditor to the commissioner of revenue of the state of 
Minnesota: the description of land, the date of sale, the name of the purchaser or his 
assignee, and the date when the final installment of the purchase price was paid. 
Upon payment in full of the purchase price, the purchaser or his assignee shall 
receive a quitclaim deed from the state, to be executed by the commissioner of 
revenue. The deed must be sent to the county recorder for recording before it is 
forwarded to the purchaser. Failure to make any payment herein required shall 
constitute default and upon such default and cancellation in accord with section 
282.40, the right, title and interest of the purchaser or his heirs, representatives, or 
assigns in such parcel shall terminate. 

History: 1985 c 300 s 15 

282.33 LOST OR DESTROYED DEEDS. 
Subdivision 1. Whenever an unrecorded deed from the state of Minnesota 

conveying tax-forfeited lands shall have been lost or destroyed, an application, in 
form approved by the attorney general, for a new deed may be made by the grantee 
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or his successor in interest to the commissioner of revenue. If it appears to the 
commissioner of revenue that the facts stated in the petition are true, he shall issue a 
new deed to the original grantee, in form approved by the attorney general, with like 
effect as the original deed. The commissioner shall send the new deed to the county 
recorder, who after recording the deed will forward it to the county auditor. The 
application shall be accompanied by a fee of $10, payable to the commissioner of 
revenue, which shall be deposited with the state treasurer and credited to the general 
fund. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 300 s 16 

282.36 FEES PAYABLE TO REPURCHASER. 
Any person repurchasing land after forfeiture to the state for nonpayment of 

taxes under the provisions of a repurchase law shall at the time the certificate of 
repurchase is issued and recorded by the county auditor or before receiving 
quitclaim deed pursuant thereto, pay to the county treasurer a fee of $3. Fees so 
collected during any calendar year shall be credited to a special fund and, upon a 
warrant issued by the county auditor on or before March 1 of the year following, 
shall be remitted to the state treasurer and credited to the general fund. The 
commissioner of revenue shall, on or before February 1 in each year, certify to the 
state treasurer the number of deeds issued during the preceding calendar year to 
which these fees apply, showing by counties the number of deeds so issued and the 
total fees due therefor. This section shall not apply to repurchases made under any 
law enacted prior to January 1, 1945. 

History: 1985 c 300 s 17 
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