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241.01 CREATION OF DEPARTMENT. 

[For text of subds 1 to 6, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 7. Use of facilities by outside agencies. The commissioner of correc­
tions may authorize and permit public or private social service, educational, or 
rehabilitation agencies or organizations, and their clients; or lawyers, insurance 
companies, or others; to use the facilities, staff, and other resources of correctional 
facilities under his control and may require the participating agencies or organiza­
tions to pay all or part of the costs thereof. All sums of money received pursuant to 
the agreements herein authorized shall not cancel until the end of the fiscal year 
immediately following the fiscal year in which the funds were received. The funds 
are available for use by the commissioner during that period, and are hereby 
appropriated annually to the commissioner of corrections for the purposes of this 
subdivision. 

History: lSpl985 c 9 art 2 s 25 

241.021 LICENSING AND SUPERVISION OF INSTITUTIONS AND FACIL­
ITIES. 

[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 6. Background studies. The commissioner of corrections is authorized 
to do background studies on personnel employed by any facility serving children or 
youth that is licensed under this section. A clerk of any court, the bureau of 
criminal apprehension, a prosecuting attorney, a county sheriff, or a chief of a local 
police department, shall assist in these studies by providing to the commissioner, or 
the commissioner's representative, all criminal conviction data available from local, 
state, and national criminal history record repositories, including the criminal justice 
data communications network, pertaining to the following individuals: applicants, 
operators, all persons living in the household, and all staff of any facility subject to 
background studies under this subdivision. 

History: 7955 c 262 s 1 

241.26 PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT OF INMATES OF STATE CORRECTION­
AL INSTITUTIONS IN COMMUNITY. 

Subdivision 1. Commissioner. When consistent with the public interest and 
the public safety, the commissioner of corrections may conditionally release an 
inmate who is eligible and being considered for release under section 243.05, to work 
at paid employment, seek employment, or participate in a vocational training or 
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241.26 DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 2 

educational program. Release under this subdivision is an extension of the limits of 
confinement and each inmate so released shall be confined in the correctional facility 
from which released or in some other suitable place of confinement designated by the 
commissioner of corrections during the hours he is not employed, seeking employ­
ment, or engaged in a vocational training or educational program, or, if employed, 
seeking employment, or engaged in a vocational training or educational program, 
between the hours of such activity. A reasonable allowance for travel time and 
meals shall be permitted. 

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 5. Earnings; work release account. The net earnings of each inmate 
participating in the work release program provided by this section may be collected 
by or forwarded to the commissioner of corrections for deposit to the account of the 
inmate in the work release account in the state treasury, or the inmate may be 
permitted to collect, retain, and expend the net earnings from his or her employment 
under rules established by the commissioner of corrections. The money collected by 
or forwarded to the commissioner under his or her rules shall remain under the 
control of the commissioner for the sole benefit of the inmate. Wages under the 
control of the commissioner and wages retained by the inmate may be disbursed by 
the commissioner or expended by the inmate for the following purposes and in the 
following order: 

(1) The cost of the inmate's keep as determined by subdivision 7, which money 
shall be deposited in the general fund of the state treasury if the inmate is housed in 
a state correctional facility, or shall be paid directly to the place of confinement as 
designated by the commissioner pursuant to subdivision 1; 

(2) Necessary travel expense to and from work and other incidental expenses of 
the inmate; 

(3) Support of inmate's dependents, if any; 
(4) Court-ordered restitution, if any; 
(5) Contribution to any programs established by law to aid victims of crime, 

provided that the contribution must not be more than 20 percent of the inmate's 
gross wages; 

(6) After the above expenditures, the inmate shall have discretion to direct 
payment of the balance, if any, upon proper proof of personal legal debts; 

(7) The balance, if any, shall be disbursed to the inmate as provided in section 
243.24, subdivision 1. 

All money in the work release account are appropriated annually to the 
commissioner of corrections for the purposes of the work release program. 

[For text of subds 6 and 7, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 220 s 1,2 

241.71 CREATION OF ADVISORY TASK FORCE. 
The commissioner of corrections may appoint an advisory task force on the 

woman offender in corrections. The task force shall have no more than 20 members 
and shall reflect a statewide geographical representation. The provisions of section 
15.059, subdivision 6, shall govern the terms, expenses, and removal of members of 
the advisory task force. Notwithstanding section 15.059, the advisory task force 
shall continue until it is terminated by the commissioner. 

History: lSp!985 c 9 art 2 s 26 
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3 DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 241.80 

241.80 AMERICAN INDIAN COUNSELING PROGRAM. 
Subdivision 1. Authority. The commissioner of corrections shall develop a 

policy to provide the counseling services listed in subdivision 2 to American Indian 
inmates of all juvenile and adult state correctional facilities and community-based 
correctional programs. The commissioner may, within the limits of available 
money, contract with appropriate American Indian private, nonprofit organizations 
to provide these counseling services. 

Subd. 2. Counseling services. The policy shall include, but need not be limited 
to, providing, within the limits of available money, spiritual and cultural counseling 
services having the following purposes: 

(1) the teaching of good work habits and the development of motivation 
through work; 

(2) the development of cultural pride to improve American Indian self-image; 
(3) the development of an understanding of and an adjustment to the cultural 

differences between American Indians and other ethnic groups; 
(4) the development of attitudes of mutual trust, respect, and understanding 

among American Indian family members; 
(5) the fostering of increased availability of medicine men and American Indian 

spiritual leaders to teach American Indian inmates about American Indian history, 
cultural sensitivity, and religion; 

(6) the involvement of American Indian inmates in those aspects of the 
correctional system that will aid in their rehabilitation; and 

(7) the provision of services to American Indian inmates that will facilitate their 
reentry into the community. 

History: 1985 c 113 s 1 
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