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CHAPTER 169 

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 
169.02 
169.06 
169.09 
169.121 

169.123 
169.128 
169.129 
169.20 

Scope. 
Signs, signals, markings. 
Accidents. 
Motor vehicle drivers under influence of alco­
hol or controlled substance. 
Chemical tests for intoxication. 
Rules of the commissioner of public safety. 
Aggravated violations; penalty. 
Right-of-way. 

169.44 

169.79 
169.833 
169.86 
169.862 

169.871 
169.872 

School buses; stop signals; conduct of other 
vehicles. 
Vehicle registration. 
Designated route system; priority list. 
Special permits. 
Permits for wide loads of baled agricultural 
products. 
Civil penalty. 
Receipt of certain overweight loads. 

169.02 SCOPE. 
Subdivision 1. The provisions of this chapter relating to the operation of 

vehicles refer exclusively to the operation of vehicles upon highways, and upon 
highways, streets, private roads, and roadways situated on property owned, leased, 
or occupied by the regents of the University of Minnesota, or the University of 
Minnesota, except: 

(1) where a different place is specifically referred to in a given section; 
(2) the provisions of sections 169.09 to 169.13 apply to any person who drives, 

operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice 
of any boundary water of this state. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1984] 

History: lSpl985 c 4 s 2 

169.06 SIGNS, SIGNALS, MARKINGS. 
Subdivision 1. Uniform system. The commissioner shall adopt a manual and 

specifications for a uniform system of traffic-control devices consistent with the 
provisions of this chapter for use upon highways within this state. Such uniform 
system shall correlate with and so far as possible conform to the system then current 
as approved by the American Association of State Highway Officials. The manual 
and specifications must include the design and wording of minimum-maintenance 
road signs. The adoption of the manual and specifications by the commissioner as 
herein provided is specifically exempted from the provisions and requirements of 
sections 14.02, 14.04 to 14.36, 14.38, 14.44 to 14.45, and 14.57 to 14.62 and acts 
amendatory thereto. 

[For text of subds 2 to 8, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 215 s 2 

169.09 ACCIDENTS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 13, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 14. Penalties, (a) The driver of any vehicle who violates subdivision 1 
or 6 and who caused the accident is punishable as follows: 

(1) if the accident results in the death of any person, the driver is guilty of a 
felony and may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than ten years, or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $20,000, or both; 

(2) if the accident results in great bodily harm to any person, as defined in 
section 609.02, subdivision 8, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to 
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169.09 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 34 

imprisonment for not more than five years, or to payment of a fine of not more than 
$10,000, or both; or 

(3) if the accident results in substantial bodily harm to any person, as defined in 
section 609.02, subdivision 7a, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced 
to imprisonment for not more than three years, or to payment of a fine of not more 
than $5,000, or both. 

(b) The driver of any vehicle who violates subdivision 1 or 6 and who did not 
cause the accident is punishable as follows: 

(1) if the accident results in the death of any person, the driver is guilty of a 
felony and may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than three years, or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both; 

(2) if the accident results in great bodily harm to any person, as defined in 
section 609.02, subdivision 8, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not more than one year and one day, or to payment of a fine of 
not more than $3,000, or both; or 

(3) if the accident results in substantial bodily harm to any person, as defined in 
section 609.02, subdivision 7a, the driver may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both. 

(c) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident not resulting in substantial 
bodily harm or death who violates subdivision 1 or 6 may be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not more than one year, or to payment of a fine of not more than 
$3,000, or both. 

(d) Any person who violates subdivision 3, clause (b) is guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor. 

(e) Any person who violates subdivision 2, 3, clause (a), 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, or 12 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occurred who is 
responsible for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be 
responsible for prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section. 

[For text of subd 15, see M.S. 1984] 

History: lSpl985 c 4 s 3 

169.121 MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL 
OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE. 

Subdivision 1. Crime. It is a misdemeanor for any person to drive, operate or 
be in physical control of any motor vehicle within this state or upon the ice of any 
boundary water of this state: 

(a) when the person is under the influence of alcohol; 
(b) when the person is under the influence of a controlled substance; 
(c) when the person is under the influence of a combination of any two or more 

of the elements named in clauses (a) and (b); 
(d) when the person's alcohol concentration is 0.10 or more; or 
(e) when the person's alcohol concentration as measured within two hours of 

the time of driving is 0.10 or more. 

[For text of subds la to 10, see M.S. 1984] 

History: lSp!985 c 4 s 4 
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35 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 169.128 

169.123 CHEMICAL TESTS FOR INTOXICATION. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 2. Implied consent; conditions; election as to type of test, (a) Any 
person who drives, operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle within this 
state or upon the ice of any boundary water of this state consents, subject to the 
provisions of this section and section 169.121, to a chemical test of his blood, breath, 
or urine for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol or a controlled 
substance. The test shall be administered at the direction of a peace officer. The 
test may be required of a person when an officer has probable cause to believe the 
person was driving, operating, or in physical control of a motor vehicle in violation 
of section 169.121 and one of the following conditions exist: (1) the person has been 
lawfully placed under arrest for violation of section 169.121, or an ordinance in 
conformity with it; or (2) the person has been involved in a motor vehicle accident 
or collision resulting in property damage, personal injury, or death; or (3) the 
person has refused to take the screening test provided for by section 169.121, 
subdivision 6; or (4) the screening test was administered and recorded an alcohol 
concentration of 0.10 or more. 

(b) At the time a test is requested, the person shall be informed: 
(1) that Minnesota law requires the person to take a test to determine if the 

person is under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; 
(2) that if testing is refused, the person's right to drive will be revoked for a 

minimum period of one year or, if the person is under the age of 18 years, for a 
period of one year or until he or she reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is 
greater; 

(3) that if a test is taken and the results indicate that the person is under the 
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance, the person will be subject to criminal 
penalties and the person's right to drive may be revoked for a minimum period of 90 
days or, if the person is under the age of 18 years, for a period of six months or until 
he or she reaches the age of 18 years, whichever is greater; 

(4) that after submitting to testing, the person has the right to consult with an 
attorney and to have additional tests made by a person of his own choosing; and 

(5) that if he refuses to take a test, the refusal will be offered into evidence 
against him at trial. 

(c) The peace officer who requires a test pursuant to this subdivision may direct 
whether the test shall be of blood, breath, or urine. However, if the officer directs 
that the test shall be of a person's blood or urine, the person may choose whether the 
test shall be of his blood or urine. 

[For text of subds 2a to 10, see M.S. 1984] 

History: lSpl985 c 4 s 5 

169.128 RULES OF THE COMMISSIONER .OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 

The commissioner of public safety may promulgate permanent rules to carry 
out the provisions of sections 169.121 and 169.123 and until December 31, 1985, 
emergency rules to implement any statutory changes enacted by the 1985 legislature 
pertaining to issues of implied consent and driving while under the influence. The 
rules may include forms for notice of intention to revoke, which shall describe 
clearly the right to a hearing, the procedure for requesting a hearing, and the 
consequences of failure to request a hearing; forms for revocation and notice of 
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reinstatement of driving privileges as provided in section 169.1261; and forms for 
temporary licenses. 

Rules promulgated pursuant to this section are subject to sections 14.01 to 14.20 
and 14.29 to 14.69. 

History: lSpl985 c 4 s 6 

169.129 AGGRAVATED VIOLATIONS; PENALTY. 
Any person who drives, operates, or is in physical control of a motor vehicle, 

the operation of which requires a driver's license, within this state or upon the ice of 
any boundary water of this state in violation of section 169.121 or an ordinance in 
conformity with it before his driver's license or driver's privilege has been reinstated 
following its cancellation, suspension or revocation (1) because he drove, operated, 
or was in physical control of a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or 
a controlled substance or while he had an alcohol concentration of 0.10 or more or 
(2) because he refused to take a test which determines the presence of alcohol or a 
controlled substance when requested to do so by a proper authority, is guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. Jurisdiction over prosecutions under this section is in the 
county court. 

History: lSpl985 c 4 s 7 

169.20 RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
Subdivision 1. Approaching uncontrolled intersection. When two vehicles 

enter an uncontrolled intersection from different highways at approximately the 
same time the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the 
vehicle on the right. 

At an uncontrolled approach to a T-shaped intersection, the driver required to 
turn shall yield to the cross traffic. 

The driver of any vehicle traveling at an unlawful speed shall forfeit any right of 
way which he might otherwise have hereunder. 

The foregoing rules are modified as hereinafter stated in this section. 

[For text of subds 2 to 6, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 249 s 1 

169.44 SCHOOL BUSES; STOP SIGNALS; CONDUCT OF OTHER VE­
HICLES. 

[For text of subds 1 to 15, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 16. Overhead book racks. Types I and II school buses may be equipped 
with padded, permanent overhead book racks which do not hang over the center 
aisle of the bus. The commissioner of education shall implement this subdivision by 
rule promulgated before July 1, 1985. 

Subd. 17. "MN" designation in bus body serial number. School bus bodies 
manufactured after January 1, 1986 and used on streets and highways in this state 
must bear the designation "MN" in the bus body identification number. The 
manufacturer of the school bus body certifies by the "MN" designation that the bus 
body has been manufactured to meet the minimum standards required of school bus 
bodies by law. A school bus body manufactured before January 2, 1986, that does 
not bear a current inspection sticker on June 1, 1985 may not be used on streets and 
highways in the state after July 1, 1985, unless its manufacturer recertifies that the 
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37 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 169.833 

school bus body meets minimum standards required of school bus bodies by law. 
The commissioner of education shall implement this subdivision by rule promulgated 
before July 1, 1985. 

History: 1985 c 280 s 1,2 

169.79 VEHICLE REGISTRATION. 
No person shall operate, drive or park a motor vehicle on any highway unless 

the vehicle is registered in accordance with the laws of this state and has the number 
plates for the current year only, as assigned to it by the commissioner of public 
safety, conspicuously displayed thereon in a manner that the view of any plate is not 
obstructed. If the vehicle is a semitrailer, the number plate displayed must be 
assigned to the registered owner and correlate to the certificate of title documenta­
tion on file with the department and shall not display a year indicator. If the 
vehicle is a motorcycle, motor scooter, motorized bicycle, motorcycle sidecar, trailer, 
semitrailer, or vehicle displaying a dealer plate, one plate shall be displayed on the 
rear thereof; if the vehicle is a truck-tractor, road-tractor or farm truck, as defined 
in section 168.011, subdivision 17, but excluding from that definition semitrailers 
and trailers, one plate shall be displayed on the front thereof; if it is any other kind 
of motor vehicle, one plate shall be displayed on the front and one on the rear 
thereof. All plates shall be securely fastened so as to prevent them from swinging. 
The person driving the motor vehicle shall keep the plate legible and unobstructed 
and free from grease, dust, or other blurring material so that the lettering shall be 
plainly visible at all times. License plates issued to vehicles registered under section 
168.017 must display the month of expiration in the lower left corner as viewed 
facing the plate and the year of expiration in the lower right corner as viewed facing 
the plate. 

History: 1985 c 291 s 18 

169.833 DESIGNATED ROUTE SYSTEM; PRIORITY LIST. 
Subdivision 1. Priority list prepared, (a) By December 31 of each odd-num­

bered year beginning in 1985, each highway district must submit to the commission­
er its list of identified market arteries and recommended priorities for upgrading. 
The priority list must be prepared in accordance with this section by the district 
engineer in consultation with county and city engineers in the district. Each district 
engineer must hold one or more public meetings on the list and report to the 
commissioner in detail how the district upgrading priority list reflects testimony 
received in the public meetings. 

(b) In making its priority list each district must consider the priorities of 
counties, municipalities, regions and adjoining districts. Each district must submit 
to the commissioner a preliminary list of market arteries identified for upgrading by 
September 1, 1985. 

Subd. 2. Selection of market arteries. The district priority list must identify 
all market arteries and determine those in need of upgrading. Roads considered for 
identification as market arteries must include roads connecting Minnesota with 
border states and provinces, roads connecting interstate highways with state trunk 
highways, and roads connecting trunk highways with one another. In determining 
the need for upgrading market arteries, the district must consider shippers' needs, 
community views, road conditions, regional development plans and the plans of 
adjoining districts. In identifying market arteries and determining the need for 
upgrading, the district must give priority to roads serving communities without 
access to rail service or a year-round, ten-ton route. 
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169.833 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION 38 

Subd. 3. Identification of projects. The commissioner shall develop a priority 
list of trunk highway improvements to upgrade market arteries identified in the 
district priority lists developed under this section. The commissioner shall consult 
with representatives of the trucking, shipping, and agricultural industries, local 
authorities, and regional development commissions in developing the list. In 
developing the list the commissioner shall give highest priority to improvements that 
will eliminate prohibitions or restrictions that interrupt year-round full service on 
market arteries. 

History: 1985 c 299 s 10 

169.86 SPECIAL PERMITS. 

Subdivision 1. Application for permit. The commissioner, with respect to 
highways under his jurisdiction, and local authorities, with respect to highways 
under their jurisdiction, may, in their discretion, upon application in writing and 
good cause being shown therefor, issue a special permit, in writing, authorizing the 
applicant to move a vehicle or combination of vehicles of a size or weight of vehicle 
or load exceeding the maximum specified in this chapter, or otherwise not in 
conformity with the provisions of this chapter, upon any highway under the 
jurisdiction of the party granting such permit and for the maintenance of which such 
party is responsible. 

[For text of subds la to 6, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 132 s 1 

169.862 PERMITS FOR WIDE LOADS OF BALED AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS. 

The commissioner of transportation with respect to highways under the com­
missioner's jurisdiction, and local authorities with respect to highways under their 
jurisdiction, may issue an annual permit to enable a vehicle carrying round bales of 
agricultural products, with a total outside width of the vehicle or the load not 
exceeding 11-1/2 feet, to be operated on public streets and highways. Permits issued 
under this section are governed by the applicable provisions of section 169.86 except 
as otherwise provided herein and, in addition, carry the following restrictions: 

(a) The vehicles may not be operated between sunset and sunrise, when visibility 
is impaired by weather, fog, or other conditions rendering persons and vehicles not 
clearly visible at a distance of 500 feet, or on Sunday from noon until sunset, or on 
the days the following holidays are observed: New Year's Day, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. 

(b) The vehicles may not be operated on interstate highways. 
(c) The vehicles may not be operated on a trunk highway with a pavement less 

than 24 feet wide. 
(d) A vehicle operated under the permit must be equipped with a retractable or 

removable mirror on the left side so located that it will reflect to the driver a clear 
view of the highway for a distance of at least 200 feet to the rear of the vehicle. 

(e) A vehicle operated under the permit must display red, orange, or yellow 
flags, 18 inches square, as markers at the front and rear and on both sides of the 
load. The load must be securely bound to the transporting vehicle. 

The fee for the permit is $24. 

History: 1985 c 299 s 11 
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169.871 CIVIL PENALTY. 

[For text of subds 1 to 6, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 7. Shipper's good faith exception. The penalty imposed by subdivision 1 
shall not be imposed on a shipper who in good faith ships goods or tenders goods for 
shipment in a vehicle that does not exceed the maximum gross weight for which the 
truck is licensed under section 168.013, subdivision le. 

For purposes of this section, "good faith" means that (1) the vehicle is licensed 
pursuant to section 168.013, subdivision le, (2) the operator of the vehicle is not 
under the control of the shipper, (3) the operator has requested that the vehicle be 
loaded to the maximum gross weight for which the vehicle is licensed, and (4) the 
road leading from the shipper's immediate place of shipment may be legally used for 
the allowed gross weight of the vehicle with its legally maximum load. 

History: 1985 c 299 s 12 

169.872 RECEIPT OF CERTAIN OVERWEIGHT LOADS. 
Subdivision 1. Recordkeeping. A person who weighs goods before or after 

unloading or a person who loads or unloads goods on the basis of liquid volume 
measure shall keep a written record of the origin, weight and composition of each 
shipment, the date of loading or receipt, the name and address of the shipper, the 
total number of axles on the vehicle or combination of vehicles, and the registration 
number of the power unit or some other means of identification by which the 
shipment was transported. The record shall be retained for 30 days and shall be 
open to inspection and copying by a state law enforcement officer or motor transport 
representative, except state conservation officers, upon demand. No search warrant 
is required to inspect or copy the record. This subdivision does not apply to a 
person weighing goods who is not involved in the shipping, receiving and transport­
ing of those goods, or to a person weighing raw and unfinished farm products 
transported in a single unit vehicle with not more than three axles or by a trailer 
towed by a farm tractor when the transportation is the first haul of the product. 

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1984] 

History: 1985 c 299 s 13 
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