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115A.03 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 25, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 25a. "Recyclable materials" means materials that are separated from 
mixed municipal solid waste, by the generator or during collection, for the purpose 
of recycling, including paper, glass, metals, automobile oil, and batteries. 

Subd. 25b. "Recycling" means the process of collecting and preparing recycla­
ble materials and reusing the materials in their original form or using them in 
manufacturing processes. 

[For text of subd 26, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 27. "Resource recovery" means the reclamation for sale, use, or reuse 
of materials, substances, energy, or other products contained within or derived from 
waste. 

[For text of subds 28 to 36, see M.S.1984] 

History: 1985 c 274 s 1-3 

115A.15 STATE GOVERNMENT RESOURCE RECOVERY. 

[For text of subds 1 and la, see M.S.1984] 

Subd. 2. Duties of commissioner. The commissioner of administration shall 
develop policies to require state agencies and the state legislature to separate all 
recyclable and reusable commodities wherever feasible. The commissioner shall 
develop and institute procedures for the separation, collection, and storage of used 
commodities wherever feasible in state agencies and shall establish policies for the 
reuse, sale, or disposition of recovered materials and surplus property. The 
commissioner shall promote and publicize the waste reduction and waste separation 
and recovery procedures on an ongoing basis to all state employees. The commis­
sioner shall issue guidelines for the procurement of recyclable commodities and 
commodities containing recycled materials that include definitions of recycled 
materials, the percentage of recycled materials to be contained in each commodity 
and performance specifications. To the extent practicable, the guidelines shall be 
written so as to give preference to recyclable commodities and commodities contain­
ing recycled materials. The commissioner shall inform state agencies whenever 
recycled commodities are available for purchase. The commissioner shall investigate 
opportunities for the inclusion of and may include local governments and regional 
agencies in administrative state programs to reduce waste, and to separate and 
recover recyclable and reusable commodities. 

[For text of subds 3 to 6, see M.S.1984] 

History: 1985 c 274 s 4 
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3 WASTE MANAGEMENT 115A.54 

115A.49 ESTABLISHMENT; PURPOSES AND PRIORITIES. 
There is established a program to encourage and assist cities, counties, and solid 

waste management districts in the development and implementation of solid waste 
management projects and to transfer the knowledge and experience gained from such 
projects to other communities in the state. The program must be administered to 
encourage local communities to develop feasible and prudent alternatives to disposal, 
including waste reduction; waste separation by generators, collectors, and other 
persons; and waste processing. The program must be administered by the agency 
and the board in accordance with the requirements of sections 115A.49 to 115A.54 
and rules promulgated by the agency and the board pursuant to chapter 14. In 
administering the program, the agency and the board shall give priority to areas 
where natural geologic and soil conditions are unsuitable for land disposal of solid 
waste; areas where the capacity of existing solid waste disposal facilities is deter­
mined by the agency or the board to be less than five years; and projects serving 
more than one local government unit. 

History: lSpl985 c 15 s 32 

115A.52 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR PROJECTS. 
The agency and the board shall ensure the delivery of the technical assistance 

necessary for proper implementation of each project funded under the program. 
The agency and the board may contract for the delivery of technical assistance by 
any state or federal agency, a regional development commission, the metropolitan 
council, or private consultants and may use program funds to reimburse the agency, 
commission, council, or consultants. The agency and the board shall prepare and 
publish an inventory of sources of technical assistance, including studies, publica­
tions, agencies, and persons available. The agency and the board shall ensure 
statewide benefit from projects assisted under the program by developing exchange 
and training programs for local officials and employees and by using the experience 
gained in projects to provide technical assistance and education for other solid waste 
management projects in the state. 

History: lSpl985 c 15 s 33 

115A.54 WASTE PROCESSING FACILITIES. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 2. Administration; assurance of funds. The board shall provide techni­
cal and financial assistance for the acquisition and betterment of the facilities and 
transfer stations from revenues derived from the issuance of bonds authorized by 
section U5A.58. Facilities for the incineration of solid waste without resource 
recovery are not eligible for assistance. Money appropriated for the purposes of the 
demonstration program may be distributed as grants or loans. An individual project 
may receive assistance totaling up to 100 percent of the capital cost of the project 
and grants up to 50 percent of the capital cost of the project. No grant or loan shall 
be disbursed to any recipient until the board has determined the total estimated 
capital cost of the project and ascertained that financing of the cost is assured by 
funds. provided by the state, by an agency of the federal government within the 
amount of funds then appropriated to that agency and allocated by it to projects 
within the state, by any person, or by the appropriation of proceeds of bonds or 
other funds of the recipient to a fund for the construction of the project. 

Subd. 2a. Solid waste management projects. The board shall provide technical 
and financial assistance for the acquisition and betterment of solid waste manage-
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115A.54 WASTE MANAGEMENT 4 

ment projects as provided in this subdivision and section 115A.52. The purpose of 
this program is to demonstrate whether an ongoing state capital assistance program 
to assist local development of feasible and prudent alternatives to disposal is an 
appropriate and desirable method to further state waste management policies. 
Money appropriated for the purposes of this subdivision must be distributed as 
grants. A project may receive grant assistance up to 25 percent of the capital cost of 
the project or $2,000,000, whichever is less. Projects that are awarded assistance by 
the board pursuant to applications submitted under sections 115A.49 to 115A.54 
before July 1, 1985, are eligible for additional assistance under this subdivision, but a 
project may not receive a total amount of grant assistance in excess of the limits 
specified in this subdivision. Projects without resource recovery are not eligible for 
assistance. In addition to the application requirements of section 115A.51, an 
application for a project serving eligible jurisdictions in only a single county must 
demonstrate that cooperation with jurisdictions in other counties to develop the 
project is not needed or not feasible. Each application must also demonstrate that: 

(1) if the project is a resource recovery facility that is burning waste, or 
converting waste to energy or to materials for combustion, and is owned or operated 
by a public agency or supported by public money or by obligations issued by a public 
agency, it will not accept recyclable materials except for transfer to a recycler; and 

(2) the project is not financially feasible without the state assistance, because of 
the applicant's financial capacity and the problems inherent in the waste manage­
ment situation in the area, particularly transportation distances and limited waste 
supply and markets for resources recovered. 

For the purposes of this subdivision, a "project" means a processing facility, 
together with any transfer stations, transmission facilities, and other related and 
appurtenant facilities primarily serving the processing facility. The board shall 
adopt rules for the program by July 1, 1985. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 274 s 5; lSpl985 c 15 s 34 

115A.58 MINNESOTA STATE WASTE MANAGEMENT BONDS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 6. Security. On or before December 1 in each year the state auditor 
shall levy on all taxable property within the state whatever tax may be necessary to 
produce an amount sufficient, with all money currently credited to the debt service 
account, to pay the entire amount of principal and interest currently due and the 
principal and interest to become due before July 1 in the second year thereafter on 
Minnesota waste management bonds. This tax shall be subject to no limitation of 
rate or amount until all the bonds and interest thereon are fully paid. The proceeds 
of this tax are appropriated to the debt service account. The principal of and 
interest on the bonds are payable from the proceeds of this tax. 

History: lSpl985 c 14 art 4 s 13 

115A.81 DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. Scope. The terms used in sections 115A.80 to 115A.893 have 

the meanings given them in this section. 
Subd. 2. Designation. "Designation" means a requirement by a waste manage­

ment district or county that all or any portion of the mixed municipal solid waste 
that is generated within its boundaries or any service area thereof and is deposited 
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5 WASTE MANAGEMENT 115A.86 

within the state be delivered to a resource recovery facility identified by the district 
or county. 

Subd. 3. Reviewing authority. "Reviewing authority" means the agency re­
sponsible for reviewing and approving a designation plan under section 115A.84, 
subdivision 3, and a designation ordinance under section 115A.86, subdivision 2. 

History: 1985 c 274 s 6 

115A.84 DESIGNATION PLAN. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 3. Plan approval. A district or county planning a designation for waste 
generated wholly within the metropolitan area defined in section 473.121 shall 
submit its designation plan to the metropolitan council for review and approval or 
disapproval. Other districts or counties shall submit the designation plan to the 
waste management board for review and approval or disapproval. The reviewing 
authority shall complete its review and make its decision within 120 days following 
submission of the plan for review. The reviewing authority shall approve the 
designation plan if the plan satisfies the requirements of subdivision 2. The 
reviewing authority may attach conditions to its approval that relate to matters 
required in a designation ordinance under section 115A.86, subdivision 1, paragraph 
(a), clauses (1) to (4), and paragraph (b). Amendments to plans must be submitted 
for review in accordance with this subdivision. 

Subd. 4. Exclusion of certain materials. When it approves the designation 
plan, the reviewing authority shall exclude from the designation materials that the 
reviewing authority determines will be processed at another resource recovery 
facility if: 

(1) the other resource recovery facility is substantially completed or will be 
substantially completed within 18 months of the time that the designation plan is 
approved by the reviewing authority; and 

(2) the other facility has or will have contracts for purchases of its product; and 
(3) the materials are or will be under contract for delivery to the other facility at 

the time the other facility is completed. 
In order to qualify for the exclusion of materials under this subdivision, the 

operator or owner of the other resource recovery facility shall file with the reviewing 
authority and the district or county or counties a written description of the facility, 
its intended location, its waste supply sources, purchasers of its products, its design 
capacity and other information that the reviewing authority and the district or 
county or counties may reasonably require. The information must be filed as soon 
as it becomes available but not later than 30 days following the date when the county 
or district submits its designation plan for approval. 

The reviewing authority may revoke the exclusion granted under this subdivi­
sion when it approves the designation ordinance under section 115A.86 if in its 
judgment the excluded materials will not be processed at the other facility. 

History: 1985 c 274 s 7,8 

115A.86 IMPLEMENTATION OF DESIGNATION. 
Subdivision 1. Designation ordinance, (a) The district or county shall prepare 

a designation ordinance to implement a designation. The designation ordinance 
must: (1) define the geographic area and the types and quantities of solid waste 
subject to designation; (2) specify the point or points of delivery of the solid waste; 
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115A.86 WASTE MANAGEMENT 6 

(3) require that the designated solid waste be delivered to the specified point or 
points of delivery; (4) require the designated facility to accept all designated solid 
waste delivered to the specified point or points of delivery, unless the facility has 
notified waste collectors in the designated area that the facility is inoperative; (5) set 
out the procedures and principles to be followed by the county or district in 
establishing and amending any rates and charges at the designated facility; and (6) 
state any additional regulations governing waste collectors or other matters neces­
sary to implement the designation. 

(b) The designation ordinance must provide an exception for: (1) materials that 
are exempt or excluded from the designation under section 115A.83 or 115A.84, 
subdivision 4; and (2) materials otherwise subject to the designation for which 
negotiated contractual arrangements exist that will require and effect the delivery of 
the waste to the facility for the term of the contract. 

[For text of subds 2 to 5, see M.S. 1984] 

History: 1985 c 274 s 9 

115A.893 PETITION FOR EXCLUSION. 

Any person proposing to own or operate a resource recovery facility using waste 
materials subject to a designation ordinance may petition the waste district or county 
for exclusion of the materials from the designation ordinance. In order to qualify 
for the exclusion of materials under this section, the petitioner shall submit with the 
petition a written description of the proposed facility, its intended location, its waste 
supply sources, purchasers of its products, its design capacity, and other information 
that the district or county may reasonably require. The district or county, after 
appropriate notice and hearing, shall issue a written decision with findings of fact 
and conclusions on all material issues. The district or county shall grant the 
petition if it determines that: (a) the materials will be processed at the resource 
recovery facility, and (b) the exclusion can be implemented without impairing the 
financial viability of the designated facility or impairing contractual obligations or 
preventing the performance of contracts by the facility owner or operator, the 
district or county, or users of the facility. Any person aggrieved by the decision of 
the district or county may appeal to the reviewing authority. The review is confined 
to the record. The decision of the reviewing authority must be based on the 
standards stated in this section. If the reviewing authority approves the petition, the 
designation ordinance must be amended in conformance with the decision of the 
reviewing authority. The petition may be amended during the proceedings by 
agreement between the petitioner and the district or county. 

History: 1985 c 274 s 10 

115A.908 MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSFER FEE. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1984] 

Subd. 2. Deposit of revenue. Revenue collected shall be credited to a motor 
vehicle transfer fund. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1984] 

History: lSpl985 c 13 s 231 
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7 WASTE MANAGEMENT 115A.919 

115A.914 RULES; COUNTY PLANNING; ORDINANCES. 

Subdivision 1. Agency rules. The agency shall adopt rules for administration 
of waste tire collector and processor permits, waste tire nuisance abatement, and 
waste tire collection. Until December 31, 1985, the agency may adopt emergency 
rules for these purposes. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1984] 

History: lSpl985 c 13 s 232 

115A.918 DEFINITIONS. 

Subdivision 1. Scope. The definitions in this section apply to this section and 
sections 115A.919 and 115A.921. 

Subd. 2. Closure. "Closure" means actions that will prevent, mitigate, or 
minimize the threat to public health and the environment posed by a closed solid 
waste disposal facility including application of final cover; grading and seeding of 
final cover; installation of an adequate monitoring system, if necessary; and 
construction of ground and surface water diversion structures. 

Subd. 3. Operator. "Operator" means: 
(1) the permitee of a mixed municipal solid waste disposal facility that has an 

agency permit; or 
(2) the person in control of a mixed municipal solid waste disposal facility that 

does not have an agency permit. 
Subd. 4. Postclosure, postclosure care. "Postclosure" and "postclosure care" 

mean actions taken for the care, maintenance, and monitoring of a solid waste 
disposal facility after closure that will prevent, mitigate, or minimize the threat to 
public health and environment posed by the closed facility. 

Subd. 5. Response. "Response" has the meaning given it in section 115B.02, 
subdivision 18. 

History: 1985 c 274 s 11 

115A.919 COUNTY FEE AUTHORITY. 

A county may impose a fee, by cubic yard of waste or its equivalent, on 
operators of facilities for the disposal of mixed municipal solid waste located within 
the county. The fee in the metropolitan area may not exceed 25 cents per cubic 
yard or its equivalent. The revenue from the fees shall be credited to the county 
general fund and shall be used only for landfill abatement purposes, or costs of 
closure, postclosure care, and response actions or for purposes of mitigating and 
compensating for the local risks, costs, and other adverse effects of facilities. 

Waste residue from energy and resource recovery facilities at which solid waste 
is processed for the purpose of extracting, reducing, converting to energy, or 
otherwise separating and preparing solid waste for reuse shall be exempt from 
one-half the amount of the fee imposed by a county under this section if there is at 
least an 85 percent volume reduction in the solid waste processed. Before any fee is 
reduced, the verification procedures of section 473.843, subdivision 1, paragraph (c), 
must be followed and submitted to the appropriate county. 

History: 1985 c 274 s 12 
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115A.95 WASTE MANAGEMENT 8 

115A.95 RECYCLABLE MATERIALS. 
A resource recovery facility that is burning waste, or converting waste to energy 

or to materials for combustion, and is owned or operated by a public agency or 
supported by public funds or by obligations issued by a public agency may not 
accept recyclable materials except for transfer to a recycler. This section does not 
apply if no person is willing to accept the recyclable materials: 

History: 1985 c 274 s 13 
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