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CHAPTER 641 

COUNTY JAILS 
641.07 Prisoners, labor. 
641.23 District jails; how designated. 

641.07 PRISONERS, LABOR. 
Every able bodied male prisoner over 16 years of age confined in any county 

jail or statutory city lockup under judgment of any court or other tribunal 
authorized to imprison for the violation of any law, ordinance, bylaw, or police 
regulation, may be required to work for not more than ten hours per day. The 
court or tribunal, when passing judgment of imprisonment for nonpayment of fine 
or otherwise, shall determine and specify whether or not the imprisonment shall be 
at hard labor. The labor may be in the jail or jail yard, upon public roads and 
streets, public buildings, grounds, or elsewhere in the county. Upon request, 
persons awaiting trial may be allowed to perform labor. Each prisoner performing 
labor may be paid a reasonable compensation by the county if imprisoned in 
violation of state law or awaiting trial upon a charge thereof, and by the city if 
confined for the violation of any ordinance, bylaw, or police regulation. The 
compensation shall be paid to the wife, family, or dependents of the prisoner, or 
any other person the court sentencing him directs. It shall be in an amount that 
the court determines. It shall be allowed by the board of county commissioners or 
the governing body of the city upon order of the court. 

History: 1983 c 359 s 147 

641.25 DISTRICT JAILS; HOW DESIGNATED. 
The commissioner of corrections, with the consent of the county board, may 

designate any suitable jail in the state as a district jail, to be used for the detention 
of prisoners from other counties in addition to those of its own. If the jail or its 
management becomes unfit for that purpose, he may rescind its designation. 
Whenever there is no sufficient jail in any county, the examining county or 
municipal judge, upon his own motion, or the judge of the district court, upon 
application of the sheriff, may order any person charged with a criminal offense 
committed to a sufficient jail in some other county. If there is a district jail in the 
judicial district, he shall be sent to it, or to any other nearer district jail designated 
by the judge. The sheriff of the county containing the district jail, on presentation 
of the order, shall receive, keep in custody, and deliver him up upon the order of 
the court or a judge. 

History: 1983 c 359 s 148 
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