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CHAPTER 256D 

GENERAL ASSISTANCE ACT 
256D.01 Declaration of policy; citation. 
256D.02 Definitions. 
256D.03 Responsibility to provide general assistance. 
2S6D.05 Eligibility for general assistance. 
256D.06 Amount of assistance. 
256D.09 Form of payment; vendor payments. 

256D.111 Registration for work; disqualification. 
256D.112 Temporary authority to refer certain recipi­

ents to commissioner of economic security. 
2S6D.37 New applicants and recipients; provisions 

for supplemental aid. 

256D.01 DECLARATION OF POLICY; CITATION. 
Subdivision 1. Policy; standards of assistance. The objectives of sections 

256D.01 to 256D.21 are to provide a sound administrative structure for public 
assistance programs; to maximize the use of federal money for public assistance 
purposes; and to provide an integrated public assistance program for all persons 
in the state without adequate income or resources to maintain a subsistence 
reasonably compatible with decency and health. 

It is declared to be the policy of this state that persons unable to provide for 
themselves and not otherwise provided for by law and who meet the eligibility 
requirements of sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 are entitled to receive grants of 
general assistance necessary to maintain a subsistence reasonably compatible with 
decency and health. Providing this assistance is a matter of public concern and a 
necessity in promoting the public health and welfare. 

A principal objective in providing general assistance is to provide for persons 
ineligible for federal programs who are unable to provide for themselves. To 
achieve these aims, the commissioner shall establish minimum standards of 
assistance for general assistance. The minimum standard of assistance determines 
the total amount of the general assistance grant without separate standards for 
shelter, utilities, or other needs and shall not be less than the combined total of the 
minimum standards of assistance for shelter and basic needs in effect on February 
1, 1983. The standards of assistance shall not be lower for a recipient sharing a 
residence with another person unless that person is a responsible relative of the 
recipient who is also eligible for general assistance. The minimum standards of 
assistance shall authorize the payment of rates negotiated by local agencies for 
recipients living in a room and board arrangement. In order to maximize the use 
of federal funds, the commissioner shall adopt rules, to the extent permitted by 
federal law for eligibility for the emergency assistance program under aid to 
families with dependent children, and under the terms of sections 256D.01 to 
256D.21 for general assistance, to require use of the emergency program under aid 
to families with dependent children as the primary financial resource when 
available. The commissioner shall provide by rule for eligibility for general 
assistance of persons with seasonal income, and may attribute seasonal income to 
other periods not in excess of one year from receipt by an applicant or recipient. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1981 c 360 art 2 s 54; lSpl981 c 4 art 4 s 22; 1983 c 312 art 1 s 27; 
1983 c312art8s3 

256D.02 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1982] 
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103 GENERAL ASSISTANCE ACT 256D.03 

Subd. 4. General assistance. "General assistance" means cash payments to 
persons unable to provide themselves with a reasonable subsistence compatible 
with decency and health and who are not otherwise provided for under the laws of 
this state or the United States. General assistance shall not include payments for 
foster care, child welfare services, or other social services. Vendor payments and 
vouchers may be issued only as provided for in section 256D.09. 

[For text of subds 4a to 8, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 8a. Jobs program allowance. An allowance received pursuant to sec­
tion 268.81 is unearned income under subdivision 8. 

[For text of subds 11 to 13, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 14. [Repealed, 1983 c 312 art 8 s 17] 

History: 1983 c 312 art 8 s 4,5 
NOTE: Subdivision 8a, as added by Laws 1983, chapter 312, article 8, section 5, is repealed effective June 30, 1985. Sec Laws 

1983, chapter 312, article 8, section 18. 

256D.03 RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE GENERAL ASSISTANCE. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 3. General assistance medical care; eligibility. Persons eligible for 
benefits under sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 and persons not eligible for federal 
health care benefits whose nonexempt property, as determined according to 
medical assistance standards, has an equity value no greater than $1,000 and 
whose income is not in excess of the medical assistance standards shall be eligible 
for general assistance medical care. Persons with excess income and resources 
may qualify for benefits under this subdivision by spending down. Treatment of 
income and resources in calculation of the spenddown shall be the same as in the 
medical assistance program pursuant to chapter 256B. 

Subd. 4. General assistance medical care; services, (a) Reimbursement under 
the general assistance medical care program shall be limited to the following 
categories of service: inpatient hospital care, outpatient hospital care, services 
provided by medicare certified rehabilitation agencies, prescription drugs, eyeglass­
es and eye examinations provided by a physician or optometrist, physician's 
services, medical transportation, and dental care. In addition, payments of state 
aid shall be made for day treatment services provided by a mental health center 
established under sections 245.61 to 245.69, subdivision 1, and funded through 
chapter 256E and for prescribed medications for persons who have been diagnosed 
as mentally ill as necessary to prevent more restrictive institutionalization. 

(b) In order to contain costs, the county board shall, with the approval of the 
commissioner of public welfare, select vendors of medical care who can provide 
the most economical care consistent with high medical standards and may contract 
with organizations on a prepaid capitation basis to provide these services. The 
commissioner shall encourage county boards to submit proposals for demonstra­
tion projects designed to provide services in an economical manner or to control 
utilization, with safeguards to ensure that necessary services are provided. Pay­
ment for services provided pursuant to this subdivision shall be as provided to 
medical assistance vendors of these services under section 256B.02, subdivision 8, 
except that where counties enter into prepaid capitation agreements, payments 
shall be as provided in section 256.966, subdivision 2. 

(c) The commissioner of public welfare may reduce payments provided under 
sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 and 261.23 in order to remain within the amount 
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appropriated for general assistance medical care, within the following restrictions. 
For the period July 1, 1983 to June 30, 1984, reductions below the cost per service 
unit allowable under section 256.966, are permitted only as follows: payments for 
inpatient and outpatient hospital care provided in response to a primary diagnosis 
of chemical dependency or mental illness may be reduced no more than 45 
percent; payments for all other inpatient hospital care may be reduced no more 
than 35 percent. Reductions below the payments allowable under section 256.967 
for the remaining general assistance medical care services allowable under this 
subdivision may be reduced no more than 25 percent. For the period July 1, 1984 
to June 30, 1985, reductions below the cost per service unit allowable under section 
256.966 are permitted only as follows: payments for inpatient and outpatient 
hospital care provided in response to a primary diagnosis of chemical dependency 
or mental illness may be reduced no more than 30 percent; payments for all other 
inpatient hospital care may be reduced no more than 20 percent. Reductions 
below the payments allowable under section 256.967 for the remaining general 
assistance medical care services allowable under this subdivision may be reduced 
no more than ten percent. There shall be no copayment required of any recipient 
of benefits for any services provided under this subdivision. 

(d) Any county may, from its own resources, provide medical payments for 
which state payments are not made. 

Subd. 5. Certain local agencies to pay state for county share. The local 
agencies that contract with the commissioner of public welfare for state adminis­
tration of general assistance medical care payments shall make payment to the 
state for the county share of those payments in the manner described for medical 
assistance advances in section 256B.041, subdivision 5. 

Subd. 6. Division of costs. The state shall pay 90 percent of the cost of 
general assistance medical care paid by the local agency or county pursuant to this 
section. However, for counties who contract with health maintenance organiza­
tions or other providers to deliver services under a prepaid capitation agreement, 
the state shall pay 95 percent of the cost per person enrolled. 

Subd. 7. Duties of the commissioner. The commissioner shall promulgate 
temporary and permanent rules as necessary to establish: 

(a) standards of eligibility, utilization of services, and payment levels; 
(b) standards for quality assurance, surveillance, and utilization review proce­

dures that conform to those established for the medical assistance program 
pursuant to chapter 256B, including general criteria and procedures for the 
identification and prompt investigation of suspected fraud, theft, abuse, present­
ment of false or duplicate claims, presentment of claims for services not medically 
necessary, or false statements or representations of material facts by a vendor of 
general assistance medical care, and for the imposition of sanctions against such 
vendor of medical care. The rules relating to sanctions shall be consistent with 
the provisions of section 256B.064, subdivisions la and 2; and 

(c) administrative and fiscal procedures for payment of the state share of the 
medical costs incurred by the counties under section 256D.02, subdivision 4a. 
Rules promulgated pursuant to this clause may include: (1) procedures by which 
state liability for the costs of medical care incurred pursuant to section 256D.02, 
subdivision 4a may be deducted from county liability to the state under any other 
public assistance program authorized by law; (2) procedures for processing claims 
of counties for reimbursement by the state for expenditures for medical care made 
by the counties pursuant to section 256D.02, subdivision 4a; and (3) procedures 
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105 GENERAL ASSISTANCE ACT 256D.06 

by which the local agencies may contract with the commissioner of public welfare 
for state administration of general assistance medical care payments. 

History: 1983 c 312 art 5 s 29-33 
NOTE: Subdivision 5, as added by Laws 1983, chapter 312, article 5, section 31, is effective July 1, 1984. See Laws 1983, chapter 

312, article 5, section 41. 

256D.05 ELIGIBILITY FOR GENERAL ASSISTANCE. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. la. [Repealed, 1983 c 312 art 8 s 17] 

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S. 19821 
NOTE: Subdivision la was amended by Laws 1983, chapter 312, article 8, section 6, to read as follows: 
"Subd. la. Temporary standards. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 1, from March 24, 1982 to September 30, 1983, 

each person or family whose income and resources are less than (he standard of assistance established by the commissioner, and who 
is not eligible for the federally aided assistance programs of emergency assistance or aid to families with dependent children, or any 
successor to those programs, shall be eligible for and entitled to general assistance if the person or family is: 

(a) A person who is suffering from a permanent or temporary illness, injury, or incapacity which is both medically certified and 
prevents the person from engaging in suitable employment, and who, if the medical certification establishes that the illness, injury, or 
incapacity is temporary and recommends a reasonable plan for rehabilitation, is following the plan; 

(b) A person whose presence in the home on a substantially continuous basis is required because of the certified illness or 
incapacity of another member of the household; 

(c) A person who has been placed in a licensed or certified facility for purposes of physical or mental health or rehabilitation, if 
the placement is based on illness or incapacity, and is pursuant to a plan developed or approved by the local agency through its 
director or designated representative; 

(d) A person who resides in a shelter facility described in subdivision 3; 

(e) A person who is or may be eligible for displaced homemakcr services, programs, or assistance under section 4.40. In 
determining eligibility of the person for general assistance, income received as a stipend shall be disregarded as provided in section 
4.40; 

(0 A person who is unable to secure suitable employment due to inability to communicate in the English language, and who, if 
assigned to a language skills program by the local agency, is participating in that program; 

(g) A person not described in clause (a) or (c) who is diagnosed by a licensed physician or licensed consulting psychologist as 
mentally ill or mentally retarded; 

(h) A person who is unable to secure suitable employment due to a lack of marketable skills and who, if assigned to a vocational 
counseling, vocational rehabilitation, or work training program by the local agency, is participating in that program. Eligibility for 
general assistance under clause (h) is limited to five weeks per calendar year; 

(i) A person who has an application pending for the program of supplemental security income for the aged, blind and disabled or 
has been terminated from that program and has an appeal from that termination pending, and who has executed an interim assistance 
authorization agreement pursuant to the provisions of section 256D.06, subdivision 5; or 

(j) A person who is unable to secure suitable employment because his advanced age significantly affects his ability to engage in 
substantial work. 

The commissioner is authorized to adopt temporary rules as necessary to implement this subdivision. 

This subdivision is repealed October 1, 1983.** 

256D.06 AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. la. [Repealed, 1983 c 312 art 8 s 17] 

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 5. Any applicant, otherwise eligible for general assistance and possi­
bly eligible for maintenance benefits from any other source shall (a) make 
application for those benefits within 30 days of the general assistance application; 
and (b) execute an interim assistance authorization agreement on a form as 
directed by the commissioner. If found eligible for benefits from other sources, 
and a payment received from another source relates to the period during which 
general assistance was also being received, the recipient shall be required to 
reimburse the local agency for the interim assistance paid. Reimbursement shall 
not exceed the amount of general assistance paid during the time period to which 
the other maintenance benefits apply and shall not exceed the state standard 
applicable to that time period. The commissioner shall adopt rules, and may 
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adopt temporary rules, authorizing local agencies to retain from the amount 
recovered under an interim assistance agreement 25 percent plus actual reasonable 
fees, costs, and disbursements of appeals and litigation, of providing special 
assistance to the recipient in processing the recipient's claim for maintenance 
benefits from another source. The money retained under this section shall be from 
the state share of the recovery. The local agency may contract with qualified 
persons to provide the special assistance. The rules adopted by the commissioner 
shall include the methods by which local agencies shall identify, refer, and assist 
recipients who may be eligible for benefits under federal programs for the 
disabled. This subdivision does not require repayment of per diem payments 
made to shelters for battered women pursuant to section 256D.05, subdivision 3. 

History: 1983 c 312 art 8 s 7 

256D.09 FORM OF PAYMENT; VENDOR PAYMENTS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 1, the commissioner 
shall provide by rule, and may adopt temporary rules, for situations in which 
vouchers or vendor payments may be issued by local agencies because of the 
inability of the recipient to manage his general assistance grant for his own or 
family's benefit. 

Subd. 3. Employment payments by grant diversion. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of subdivision 1, the commissioner may establish by rule or temporary 
rule a grant diversion program for payment of all or a part of a recipient's grant to 
a private, nonprofit, or public employer who agrees to employ the recipient. The 
commissioner shall design the program to provide, to the extent possible, employ­
ment or employment-related training that will enable recipients to become self-
supporting. A recipient shall be eligible for general assistance medical care during 
the term of the grant diversion contract to the extent that medical care coverage is 
not provided by the employer. Any rule adopted by the commissioner: 

(a) Shall require the local agencies to administer the grant diversion program 
directly or to delegate administration of the program to another unit of govern­
ment; 

(b) Shall require that grants paid to employers be paid pursuant to a written 
grant diversion contract; 

(c) Shall determine the amount of the grant to be paid to the employer and 
the term of the grant diversion contract; 

(d) Shall establish standards to ensure that recipients hired pursuant to grant 
diversion contracts do not displace other workers; 

(e) Shall provide for the amount of the wage to be paid to the recipient, which 
shall not be less than the minimum wage for jobs with nonprofit and public 
employers and the usual and customary wage for jobs with private employers; 

(f) Shall provide for the minimum number of hours per month the recipient 
must work, which shall be sufficient to provide a net monthly wage equal to or 
exceeding the difference between the amount of the grant retained by the recipient 
and 150 percent of the recipient's monthly grant; and 

(g) May establish other terms and conditions for the operation of the grant 
diversion program. 

History: 1983 c 312 art 8 s 8,9 
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256D.111 REGISTRATION FOR WORK; DISQUALIFICATION. 
Subdivision 1. Registration requirement. Unless exempt in accordance with 

the provisions of subdivision 2, an adult who is a recipient of general assistance 
and who is not employed is required to register for employment services with the 
department of economic security, be available for work and comply with reasona­
ble reporting and job search requirements as established by the commissioner of 
economic security in permanent or temporary rule, and accept any offer of 
suitable employment. 

Subd. 2. Exemptions. A recipient is not required to register for employment 
services with the department of economic security and comply with the other 
requirements of subdivision 1 if he is: 

(a) a person who is suffering from a permanent or temporary illness, injury, or 
incapacity which is medically certified and which prevents the person from 
obtaining or retaining employment; 

(b) a person whose presence in the home on a substantially continuous basis is 
required because of the certified illness, injury, incapacity, or the age of another 
member of the household; 

(c) a person who has been placed in a licensed or certified facility for 
purposes of physical or mental health or rehabilitation, or in an approved chemical 
dependency domiciliary facility, if the placement is based on illness or incapacity 
and is pursuant to a plan developed or approved by the local agency through its 
director or designated representative; 

(d) a person who resides in a shelter facility described in section 256D.05, 
subdivision 3; 

(e) a person who is or may be eligible for displaced homemaker services, 

f>rograms, or assistance under section 4.40, but only if that person is enrolled as a 
ull-time student; 

(f) a person not described in clause (a) or (c) who is diagnosed by a licensed 
physician or licensed consulting psychologist as mentally retarded or mentally ill, 
and that condition prevents the person from obtaining or retaining employment; 

(g) a person who has an application pending for the social security disability 
program or the program of supplemental security income for the aged, blind and 
disabled, or who has been terminated from either program and has an appeal from 
that termination pending; 

(h) a person who is unable to obtain or retain employment because his 
advanced age significantly affects his ability to seek or engage in substantial work; 

(i) a person who has been referred to, has applied for, or is in a work training, 
work experience, vocational rehabilitation, or other employment related education­
al program; but the period of time the person is exempted pursuant to this clause, 
while awaiting acceptance into the program, shall not exceed two months; 

(j) an adult member of a household with children in which another adult isv 
employed full time or has registered for employment services with the department 
of economic security or been accepted in a work training program; or 

(k) a person who has been certified as unemployable by the commissioner of 
economic security. 

Subd. 3. Right to hearing. Any person required by the local agency to 
register in accordance with the provisions of subdivision 1 is entitled, prior to grant 
reduction, suspension, or termination, to a hearing pursuant to the provisions of 
section 256D.10 on the issue of whether the person comes within the exemptions 
contained in subdivision 2. 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1983 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1983 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



256D.111 GENERAL ASSISTANCE ACT 108 

Subd. 4. Notice of noncompliance. No notice of grant reduction, suspension, 
or termination on the ground that a recipient has failed to comply with the 
requirements of subdivision 1 shall be given by the local agency pursuant to 
section 256D.10 until the commissioner of economic security certifies in writing to 
the local agency that the recipient has been finally determined, in accordance with 
the notice, hearing, and appeal rights and procedures applicable to the work 
incentive program, as prescribed in section 256.736, subdivision 4, clause (4), to 
have failed to comply with the requirements of subdivision 1. A final determina­
tion, if made in accordance with these procedures, shall be binding upon the local 
agency and the recipient. 

Subd. 5. Rulemaking. The commissioner shall adopt rules and is authorized 
to adopt temporary rules: 

(a) providing for a reasonable period of disqualification from the receipt of 
general assistance for a recipient who is not exempt pursuant to subdivision 2 and 
who has been finally determined pursuant to the procedure prescribed in subdivi­
sion 4 to have failed to comply with the requirements of subdivision 1, provided 
that the period of disqualification for the first failure to comply shall not exceed 
one month; 

(b) providing for the use of vouchers or vendor payments with respect to the 
family of a recipient described in clause (a); and 

(c) providing that at the time of the approval of an application for general 
assistance, the local agency gives to the recipient a written notice in plain and 
easily understood language describing the recipient's job registration, search, and 
acceptance obligations under this section, and the period of disqualification that 
will be imposed for a failure to comply with those obligations. 

History: 1983 c 312 art 8 s 10 

256D.112 TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO REFER CERTAIN RECIPIENTS 
TO COMMISSIONER OF ECONOMIC SECURITY. 

The local agency shall refer a recipient to the commissioner of economic 
security for services under the Minnesota Emergency Employment Development 
Act jobs program upon the payment to the recipient of a one-month grant. A 
referral shall be in writing; shall describe the jobs program for which the referral 
is being made; shall state the address of the office to which the recipient is being 
referred; and shall state that if the recipient is not accepted for participation in 
the jobs program, the recipient should return to the local agency. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of section 256D.111, subdivision 3, and section 256D.10, assistance 
to a general assistance recipient referred to the commissioner of economic security 
pursuant to this section shall be suspended at the time of the referral for a period 
of 30 days following the period for which a grant has been issued. If the recipient 
does not return to the local agency within the 30-day period, assistance shall be 
terminated. This section does not apply: 

(1) to persons that the commissioner of economic security has determined, 
pursuant to section 268.80, are not eligible for the Minnesota Emergency Employ­
ment Development jobs program; are not likely to secure a job through the jobs 
program; or are not able to successfully perform a job available through the jobs 
program; 

(2) to persons who are recipients of general assistance on October 1, 1983; 
and 

(3) to persons whom the local agency has substantial reason to believe are 
covered by section 256D.111, subdivision 2. 
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Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting any recipient who 
has not been referred by the local agency from applying to the commissioner of 
economic security for services under the Minnesota emergency employment 
development jobs program. The local agency shall provide, to all recipients a 
written description of the Minnesota emergency employment development jobs 
program. 

Upon receipt of notice from the commissioner of public welfare that the 
Minnesota emergency employment development jobs program is terminated, this 
section is ineffective and the local agency shall not refer any recipient to the 
commissioner of economic security under this section. 

History: 1983 c 312 art 8 s 11 
NOTE: This section, as added by Laws 1983, chapter 312, article 8, section 11, is repealed effective June 30, 1985. See Laws 

1983, chapter 312, article 8, section 18. 

256DJ7 NEW APPLICANTS AND RECIPIENTS; PROVISIONS FOR SUP­
PLEMENTAL AID. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 3. In determining the county, of financial responsibility for supple­
mental aid under this section, the county of financial responsibility shall be the 
same as prescribed in Minnesota Statutes, section 256B.02, subdivision 3. 

History: 1983 c 151 s 3 
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