
10A.01 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 26 

CHAPTER 10A 

ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 
I0A.0I Definitions. IOA.32 Limitations upon the state election campaign 
10A.09 Statements of economic interest.. * fund. 
10A.275 Mullicandidate political party expenditures. 10A.335 Legislative monitoring of tax check-off. 
I0A.31 Designation of income tax payments. 

10A.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 5. Candidate. "Candidate" means an individual who seeks nomination 
or election to any statewide or legislative office for which reporting is not required 
under federal laws. The term candidate shall also include an individual who seeks 
nomination or election to supreme court, court of appeals, district court, county 
court, probate court, or county municipal court judgeships of the state. An 
individual shall be deemed to seek nomination or election if he has taken the 
action necessary under the law of the state of Minnesota to qualify himself for 
nomination or election, has received contributions or made expenditures in excess 
of $100, or has given his implicit or explicit consent for any other person to receive 
contributions or make expenditures in excess of $100, for the purpose of bringing 
about his nomination or election. A candidate remains a candidate until his 
principal campaign committee is dissolved as provided in section 10A.24. 

[For text of subds 6 to 17, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 18. "Public official" means any: 
(a) member of the legislature; 
(b) constitutional officer in the executive branch and his chief administrative 

deputy; 
(c) member, chief administrative officer or deputy chief administrative officer 

of a state board or commission which has at least one of the following powers: (i) 
the power to adopt, amend or repeal rules, or (ii) the power to adjudicate contested 
cases or appeals; 

(d) commissioner, deputy commissioner or assistant commissioner of any state 
department as designated pursuant to section 15.01; 

(e) individual employed in the executive branch who is authorized to adopt, 
amend or repeal rules or adjudicate contested cases; 

(f) executive director of the state board of investment; 
(g) executive director of the Indian affairs intertribal board; 
(h) commissioner of the iron range resources and rehabilitacion board; 
(i) director of mediation services; 
(j) deputy of any official listed in clauses (e) to (i); 
(k) judge of the workers' compensation court of appeals; 
(1) hearing examiner or compensation judge in the state office of administra­

tive hearings or hearing examiner in the department of economic security; 
(m) solicitor general or deputy, assistant or special assistant attorney general; 
(n) individual employed by the legislature as secretary of the senate, legislative 

auditor, chief clerk of the house, revisor of statutes, or researcher or attorney in the 
office of senate research, senate counsel, or house research; or 
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27 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT I0A.09 

(o) member or chief administrative officer of the metropolitan council, 
metropolitan transit commission, metropolitan waste control commission, metro­
politan parks and open spaces commission, metropolitan airports commission or 
metropolitan sports facilities commission; or 

(p) executive director of the Minnesota educational computing consortium. 
Subd. 19. Office holder. "Office holder" means an individual who holds any 

statewide or legislative office, except a federal office for which candidates are 
required to report under federal laws, state supreme court justice, and judges of the 
court of appeals, district court, county court, probate court, or county municipal 
court. 

[For text of subds 20 to 23, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 247 s 5,6; 1983 c 258 s 10 

10A.09 STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST. 
Subdivision 1. Time for filing. Except for a candidate for elective office in 

the judicial branch, an individual shall file a statement of economic interest with 
the board: 

(a) Within 60 days of accepting employment as a public official; 
(b) Within 14 days after filing an affidavit of candidacy or petition to appear 

on the ballot for an elective public office; 
(c) In the case of a public official requiring the advice and consent of the 

senate, within 14 days after he undertakes the duties of his office; or 
(d) In the case of members of the Minnesota racing commission, and its 

executive secretary, chief of security, medical officer, inspector of pari-mutuels and 
stewards employed or approved by the commission or persons who fulfill those 
duties under contract, within 60 days of accepting or assuming duties. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 3. The board shall notify the secretary of state or the appropriate 
county auditor and, when necessary in the case of appointive office, the presiding 
officer of the house that will approve or disapprove the nomination, of the name 
of the individual who has filed a statement of economic interest with the board, a 
copy of the statement, and the date on which the statement was filed. 

Subd. 5. Form. A statement of economic interest required by this section 
shall be on a form prescribed by the board. The individual filing shall provide the 
following information: 

(a) His name, address, occupation and principal place of business; 
(b) The name of each business with which he is associated and the nature of 

that association; 
(c) A listing of all real property within the state, excluding homestead 

property, in which he holds: (i) a fee simple interest, a mortgage, a contract for 
deed as buyer or seller, or an option to buy, whether direct or indirect, and which 
interest is valued in excess of $2,500; or (ii) an option to buy, which property has 
a fair market value of $50,000 or more; 

(d) A listing of all real property within the state in which a partnership of 
which he is a member holds: (i) a fee simple interest, a mortgage, a contract for 
deed as buyer or seller, or an option to buy, whether direct or indirect, if his share 
of the partnership interest is valued in excess of $2,500 or (ii) an option to buy, 
which property has a fair market value of $50,000 or more. Any listing under 
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clause (c) or (d) shall indicate the street address and the municipality or the 
section, township, range and approximate acreage, whichever applies, and the 
county wherein the property is located; and 

(e) A listing of any investments, ownership, or interests in property connected 
with pari-mutuel horse racing in the United States and Canada, including a race 
horse, in which he directly or indirectly holds a partial or full interest or an 
immediate family member holds a partial or full interest. 

[For text of subds 6 to 8. see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 214 s 30,31; 1983 c 305 s 3,4 

10A.275 MULTICANDIDATE POLITICAL PARTY EXPENDITURES. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of chapter 10A, the following expendi­

tures by a state political party or a substate unit of a state political party as 
described in section 10A.27, subdivision 4, shall not be considered contributions to 
or expenditures on behalf of any candidate for the purposes of section 10A.25 or 
10A.27, and shall not be allocated to any candidates pursuant to section 10A.22, 
subdivision 5: 

(a) expenditures on behalf of candidates of that party generally without 
referring to any of them specifically in any advertisement published, posted or 
broadcast; 

(b) expenditures for the preparation, display, mailing or other distribution of 
an official party sample ballot listing the names of three or more individuals whose 
names are to appear on the ballot; 

(c) expenditures for any telephone conversation including the names of three 
or more individuals whose names are to appear on the ballot; or 

(d) expenditures for any political party fundraising effort on behalf of three or 
more candidates. 

History: 1983 c 216 art I s 1 

I0A31 DESIGNATION OF INCOME TAX PAYMENTS. 

[For text of subd 1. see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 2. The taxpayer may designate that the $2 be paid into the account of 
a political party or into the general account. 

[For text of subds 3 to 11, see M.S. 1982] 

History: 1983 c 216 art I s 2 

10A.32 LIMITATIONS UPON THE STATE ELECTION CAMPAIGN FUND. 

[For text of subds I to 3a, see M.S. 1982] 

Subd. 3b. As a condition of receiving a public subsidy for his election 
campaign in the form of tax credits against the tax due from individuals who 
contribute to his principal campaign committee a candidate shall agree by stating 
in writing to the board at any time beginning with the registration of his principal 
campaign committee that his expenditures and approved expenditures shall not 
exceed the expenditure limits as set forth in section 10A.25. The agreement shall 
remain effective until the dissolution of the principal campaign committee of the 
candidate or the opening of filing for the next succeeding election for the office 
held or sought at the time of agreement, whichever occurs first. An agreement 
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signed under this subdivision may not be rescinded. The commissioner of revenue 
shall not allow any individual or married couple filing jointly to take a credit 
against any tax due, pursuant to section 290.06, subdivision 11, for any contribu­
tion to a candidate for legislative or statewide office who has not signed the 
agreement provided in this subdivision. Nothing in this subdivision shall be 
construed to limit the campaign expenditure of any candidate who does not sign 
an agreement under this subdivision but accepts a contribution for which the 
contributor claims a credit against tax due. The board shall forward a copy of 
any agreement signed under this subdivision to the commissioner of revenue. The 
board shall make available to any candidate signing an agreement a supply of 
Official Tax Credit Receipt forms which state in bold face type that (a) a 
contributor who is given a receipt form is eligible to receive a credit against his tax 
due in an amount equal to 50 percent of his contribution but not more than $50 
for an individual, or not more than $100 for a married couple filing jointly, and (b) 
that the candidate to whom he has contributed has voluntarily agreed to abide by 
campaign expenditure limits. If a candidate does not sign an agreement under 
this subdivision he may not issue an Official Tax Credit Receipt form, or any 
facsimile thereof, to any of his contributors. Any candidate who does not 
voluntarily agree to abide by the expenditure limits imposed in section 10A.25 and 
who willfully issues Official Tax Credit Receipt forms, or any facsimile thereof, to 
any contributor is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

[For text of subd 4. see M.S. 1982] - . 

History: 1983 c 216 art 1 s 4 

10AJ35 LEGISLATIVE MONITORING OF TAX CHECK-OFF. 
For the purpose of determining whether the distribution formula provided in 

section 10A.31, subdivision 5, (a) assures that moneys will be returned to the 
counties from which they were collected, and (b) continues to have a rational 
relation to the support for particular parties or particular candidates within 
legislative districts, it is the intention of this section that future legislatures 
monitor, using statistical data provided by the department of revenue, income tax 
returns and renter and homeowner property tax refund returns on which $2, or in 
the case of a joint return, $4, is designated for a political party. 

History: 1983 c 216 art I s 3 
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