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CHAPTER 588 

CONTEMPTS 
588.01 Contempts. 

588.01 CONTEMPTS. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 3. Constructive. Constructive contempts are those not committed in 
the immediate presence of the court, and of which it has no personal knowledge, 
and may arise from any of the following acts or omissions: 

(1) Misbehavior in office, or other wilful neglect or violation of duty, by an 
attorney, clerk, sheriff, coroner, or other person appointed or elected to perform a 
judicial or ministerial service; 

(2) Deceit or abuse of the process or proceedings of the court by a party to an 
action or special proceeding; 

(3) Disobedience of any lawful judgment, order, or process of the court; 
(4) Assuming to be an attorney or other officer of the court, and acting as 

such without authority; 
(5) Rescuing any person or property in the custody of an officer by virtue of 

an order or process of such court; 
(6) Unlawfully detaining a witness or party to an action while going to, 

remaining at, or returning from the court where the action is to be tried; 

(7) Any other unlawful interference with the process or proceedings of a 
court; 

(8) Disobedience of a subpoena duly served, or refusing to be sworn or to 
answer as a witness; 

(9) When summoned as a juror in a court, neglecting to attend or serve as 
such, improperly conversing with a party to an action to be tried at such court or 
with any person relative to the merits of such action, or receiving a communication 
from a party or other person in reference thereto, and failing to immediately 
disclose the same to the court; 

(10) Disobedience, by an inferior tribunal, magistrate, or officer, of the lawful 
judgment, order, or process of a superior court, proceeding in an action or special 
proceeding in any court contrary to law after the same has been removed from its 
jurisdiction, or disobedience of any lawful order or process of a judicial officer; 

(11) Failure or refusal to pay a penalty assessment levied pursuant to section 
626.861. 

History: 1981 c 341 s 5 
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