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CHAPTER 487
COUNTY COURTS

487.01 Probate and county courts; provisions. 487.08 Judicial officers; office abolished.
487.03 Judges. 487.09 Repealed.
487.06 Repealed. 487.11 Additional employees.

487.01 PROBATE AND COUNTY COURTS; PROVISIONS.
[For text of subds 1 to 6, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 7. When the judicial business of a county court permits, the chief
justice of the supreme court, upon the recommendation of all of the county boards
of a county court district may, by order filed in the office of the secretary of state,
reduce the number of county court judges. The office of any judge shall not be
terminated until the expiration of the term of the judge.

[For text of subd 8, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 9. (1) All probate judges in office on July 1, 1972 shall be the county
court judges of their respective counties and shall continue in office as such for the
balance of the terms for which they were last elected and shall be eligible for
reelection to office. In counties hereby combined into county court districts and
for which only one judge is provided, the probate judge of the county having the
largest population determined by the last United States census shall be the judge
of the county court if he consents, and files his consent prior to July 1, 1972 in the
office of the secretary of state. If he does not consent, the probate judge of the
smaller county shall be the judge of the county court. In counties combined into
county court districts for which only one judge is provided, a probate judge in any
of the affected counties who at the effective date of this act, is, or before or at the
expiration of his then current term of office will become, eligible for retirement
pursuant to section 222 shall not become county court judge upon the effective
date of this act, but he shall serve as a judicial officer until his retirement which
shall occur not later than the expiration of his then current term of office. If all
probate judges in such a county court district will qualify for retirement pursuant
to section 222 at or before the expiration of their current term of office as of the
effective date of this act, the county court judge shall be selected according to the
population of the respective counties in the county court district as hereinbefore
provided in subparagraph 1. The probate judge who is not hereby designated as
judge of the county court shall continue in office until the expiration of his term
and become a part time judicial officer of the county court, hearing and trying
matters assigned to him by the judge of the county court but, if he is not learned
in the law, then he shall hear and try only matters assigned to him by the judge of
the county court he was heretofore authorized by law to hear and try.

(1a) The probate judges of St. Louis county probate court in office on January
1, 1974 shall be county court judges of the county court of St. Louis county and
shall continue in office as such for the balance of the terms for which they were
last elected and shall be eligible for reelection to office.

(2) Except as provided in subparagraph 1, the judges required by the
application of this section shall be appointed by the governor from among the
municipal court judges or magistrates serving pursuant to a municipal ordinance,
charter, or legislative act other than special municipal court judges serving within
the county who are learned in the law and consent thereto. A judge so appointed
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shall serve until his successor is elected and.qualifies. If there are no serving
municipal court judges, such county court judges shall be elected at the next
general election following July 1, 1972.

(2a) Except as provided in subparagraph la, the judges required by the
application of this section in the south district of the county court of St. Louis
county shall be appointed by the governor from among thie full time judges of the
municipal court of the city of Duluth in office on January 1, 1974, and a judge so
appointed shall serve until his successor is elected and qualifies; and the judges
required in the northwest and northeast districts of the county court of St. Louis
county shall be appointed by the governor from among persons learned in the law
residing in each district, and a judge so appointed shall serve until his successor is
elected and qualifies.

History: 1981 ¢ 224 s 215,216

487.03 JUDGES.
[For text of subd I, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 2. Election. Each judge shall be elected at the general election for a
term of six years, beginning on the first Monday of the January next following his
election and until his successor qualifies. No individual shall be a candidate for
more than one county court judgeship at any election.

In any election following reduction of the number of county court judges
pursuant to section 487.01, subdivision 7 the requirement contained in section
204B.06, subdivision 6, that a candidate for office of judge state the office for
which he is a candidate shall not apply. In such a situation all parties filing for
office of judge shall run against each other for the remaining seats. However,
each candidate who otherwise would have qualified to have the word “incumbent”
printed after his name on the ballot pursuant to section 204B.36, subdivision 5,
shall retain this right.

[For text of subd 5, see M.S.1980]
History: 1981 ¢ 29 art 7 s 36

487.06 MS 1980 [Repealed, 1981 c 224 s 276]
487.08 JUDICIAL OFFICERS; OFFICE ABOLISHED.
[For text of subd I, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 2. Persons holding the office of judicial officer full time or part time
on January 1, 1981, in St. Louis county, Steele county and Carlton county may
continue to serve at the pleasure of the chief judge of the district under the terms
and conditions of their appointment.

Subd. 3. The persons holding the office of judicial officer in Nobles and
Rock, Brown, Nicollet, Morrison, Goodhue and Wabasha, Scott, and Polk coun-
ties on January 1, 1978, may continue to serve at the pleasure of the chief judge of
the district under the terms and conditions of their appointments.

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1Sp1981 ¢ 4 art 3 s §]
[For text of subd 5, see M.S.1980]
History: ISpl981 ¢ 4 art 3 5 5,6

487.09 [Repealed, 1Sp1981 c 4 art 3 s 8]
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487.11 ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES.
[For text of subd I, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 2. Transcription of court proceedings. Electronic recording equipment
may be used for the purposes of Laws 1971, Chapter 951 to record court
proceedings in lieu of a court reporter. However, at the request of any party to
any proceedings the court may in its discretion require the proceedings to be
recorded by a competent court reporter who shall perform such additional duties
as the court directs. The salary of a reporter shall be set in accordance with the
procedure provided by sections 486.05 and 486.06.

History: 1981 ¢ 133 s 2
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