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473.149 SOLID WASTE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING. 

[For text of subds 1 to 2a, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2b. Inventory of solid waste disposal sites. By February 1, 1982, the 
council shall adopt by resolution an inventory of eligible solid waste disposal sites 
and buffer areas within the metropolitan area. The council's inventory shall be 
composed of the sites and buffer areas proposed by the counties and reviewed and 
approved by the council pursuant to section 473.803, subdivision la. If a county 
does not have an approved inventory, the council shall adopt the required 
inventory for the county, following investigations by the council and public 
hearings as the council deems appropriate. The council's inventory shall satisfy 
all requirements and standards described in section 473.803, subdivision la, for 
sites and buffer areas proposed by counties. For sites and buffer areas included in 
the council's inventory, the moratorium imposed under section 473.803, subdivi­
sion la, shall extend until October 1, 1983. 

Subd. 2c. Report on local effects of solid waste disposal facilities; report to 
legislature. By August 15, 1982, the council shall report to the legislative 
commission on methods of mitigating and compensating for the local risks, costs, 
and other adverse effects of solid waste disposal facilities and on methods of 
financing mitigation and compensation measures. The methods of mitigating and 
compensating to be considered shall include but not be limited to the following: 
payment outside of levy limitations in lieu of taxes for all property taken off the 
tax rolls; preference for the city or town containing a facility in federal A-95 
reviews conducted by the council; payment of all costs to service the facilities 
including the costs of roads, monitoring, inspection, enforcement, police and fire, 
and litter clean up costs; payment for buffer zone amenities and improvements; 
city or town control over buffer zone design; elimination of the tipping charge for 
solid waste collected in the city or town; a guarantee against any and all liability 
that may occur; payment for reclamation of closed sites to local design specifica­
tions. 

[For text of subd 2d, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2e. Solid waste disposal facilities development schedule. By January 
1, 1983, after requesting and considering recommendations from the counties, 
cities, and towns, the council as part of its policy plan shall determine the number 
of sites to be acquired within each metropolitan county for solid waste disposal 
facilities in accordance with section 473.833. The council shall adopt a schedule 
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1499 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 473.153 

for development of disposal facilities by each such county through the year 2000. 
The schedule shall be based upon the council's reduced estimate of the disposal 
capacity needed because of the council's land disposal abatement plan. The 
schedule may include procedures to be used by counties in selecting sites for 
acquisition pursuant to section 473.833. The schedule shall include standards and 
procedures for council certification of need pursuant to section 473.823. The 
schedule shall include a facility closure schedule and plans for post-closure 
management and disposition, for the use of property after acquisition and before 
facility development, and for the disposition of property and development rights, 
as defined in section 473.833, no longer needed for disposal facilities. The 
schedule shall also include a closure schedule and plans for post-closure manage­
ment for facilities in existence prior to January 1, 1983. 

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 5. Right of access. Whenever the council deems it necessary to the 
evaluation of a disposal site or buffer area under chapter 473, the council or any 
member, employee, or agent thereof, when authorized by it, may enter upon any 
public or private property for the purpose of obtaining information or conducting 
surveys or investigations if the entrance and activity are undertaken after reasona­
ble notice and during normal business hours. The council shall compensate for 
any damage to the property caused by the entrance and activity. 

History: 1981 c 352 s 31-34 

473.153 COMPREHENSIVE DISPOSAL FAOLITIES PLAN FOR SEWAGE 
SLUDGE AND SOLID WASTE FROM SEWAGE TREATMENT. 

Subdivision 1. Facilities required. Except as provided in subdivision 7 and 
section 115A.33, all sewage sludge disposal facilities and facilities for the disposal 
of solid waste generated by the metropolitan waste control commission shall be 
established and operated in accordance with this section and section 473.516. The 
council and the commission shall establish the facilities needed for the disposal of 
sewage sludge and solid waste generated by the commission. The council and the 
commission shall establish at least one facility. 

Subd. 2. Candidate site selection. By December 15, 1981, the council shall 
select six candidate sites for the disposal of the commission's sewage sludge and 
solid waste, together with appropriate surrounding buffer areas. The council shall 
evaluate sites for candidacy on the basis of at least the following factors: local 
land use and land use controls, the protection of agriculture and natural resources, 
existing and future development patterns, transportation facilities, distance from 
the points of generation, and the intrinsic suitability of sites compared with other 
potential sites. Notwithstanding any plan, charter provision, law, ordinance, 
regulation, or other requirement of the council, counties, or local units of 
government, no land shall be excluded from consideration for candidacy except 
land determined by the agency to be intrinsically unsuitable. No site shall be 
selected for candidacy unless the agency certifies its intrinsic suitability for the use 
intended, based on preliminary environmental analysis and on-site surveys and 
investigations conducted by the council. The council shall provide to the agency 
data relating to the intrinsic suitability of the sites to be proposed as candidate 
sites as soon as available but no later than August 15, 1981. By September 1, 
1981, the council shall propose at least six locations as candidate sites and the 
director of the agency shall issue a notice indicating which of those sites the 
director recommends be certified as intrinsically suitable. The director shall 
publish notice of a consolidated hearing on the recommendation. Notice shall be 
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published in the state register and newspapers of general circulation in the 
metropolitan area and shall be sent by mail to local government units containing a 
proposed candidate site. The hearing shall be conducted by the state office of 
administrative hearings in a manner consistent with the completion of the proceed­
ings and the hearing examiner's report to the agency in the time allowed by this 
section. The hearing shall afford all interested persons an opportunity to testify 
and present evidence on the subject of the hearing. The subject of the hearing 
shall be limited to information submitted by the council and additional informa­
tion on the proposed sites which is relevant to the agency's decision on intrinsic 
suitability. The rulemaking and contested case procedures of chapter 15 shall not 
apply to this hearing. The report of the hearing examiner shall contain findings of 
fact, conclusions, and recommendations on the subject of the hearing. The 
agency shall make a final determination as to the intrinsic suitability of each 
proposed site and shall certify them accordingly by December 1, 1981. The 
agency shall not be required to promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 15 on criteria 
and standards to govern its certification of intrinsic suitability under this section. 
No action of the agency shall be held invalid by reason of the agency's failure to 
notify any of the entities listed in this subdivision. In selecting candidate sites, the 
council shall prefer land which is capable of being returned to its existing use or 
the use anticipated in a plan of a metropolitan agency, county, or local unit of 
government use after closure of a disposal facility. 

Subd. 3. Moratorium. In order to permit the comparative evaluation of 
sites and the participation of affected localities in decisions about the use of sites, 
a moratorium is hereby imposed as provided in this subdivision on development 
within the area of each candidate site and buffer area selected by the council. 
The moratorium shall extend until six months following the council's decision 
under subdivision 6. No development shall be allowed to occur within the area of 
a site or buffer area during the period of the moratorium without the approval of 
the council. No county, city, or town land use control shall permit development 
which has not been approved by the council, nor shall any county, city, or town 
sanction or approve any subdivision, permit, license, or other authorization which 
would allow development to occur which has not been approved by the council. 
The council shall not approve actions which would jeopardize the availability of a 
candidate site for use as a solid waste facility. The council may establish 
guidelines for reviewing requests for approval under this subdivision. Requests for 
approval shall be submitted in writing to the chairman of the council and shall be 
deemed to be approved by the council unless the chairman otherwise notifies the 
submitter in writing within 15 days. 

[For text of subds 4 and 5, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 6. Council site selection. Within 90 days following the agency's 
decision on permit conditions and terms, the council shall select at least one of the 
candidate sites for acquisition and development by the commission. Before its 
selection the council shall consult with the advisory committee and affected 
counties, cities, and towns. 

[For text of subd 7, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 352 s 35-38 

473.164 PAYMENT OF METROPOLITAN COUNCIL COSTS. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1980] 

                                         
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1981 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1981 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



1501 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 473.411 

Subd. 3. At the conclusion of each budget year, the council, in cooperation 
with each commission, shall adopt a final statement of costs incurred by the 
council for each commission. Where costs incurred in the budget year have 
exceeded the amount budgeted, each commission shall transfer to the council the 
additional moneys needed to pay the amount of the costs in excess of the amount 
budgeted, and shall include a sum in its next budget. Any excess of budgeted 
costs over actual costs may be retained by the council and applied to the payment 
of budgeted costs in the next year. Costs incurred during 1976 shall be reim­
bursed to the council by each commission on or before December 31, 1976 
following receipt and in accordance with a statement of costs transmitted by the 
council. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, after July 1, 1981, the 
metropolitan council shall not charge the metropolitan transit commission for any 
costs incurred by the council for the study of light rail transit unless the study plan 
and budget have been approved by the metropolitan transit commission. 

History: 1981 c 363 s 50 

473.204 STANDARDS AND CRITERIA. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. In preparation of these standards, criteria and model ordinances, 
described in subdivision 1, clauses (a), (b), (d), (f), (g) and (i) and in order to 
assure consistency with regulations, standards, criteria and model ordinances 
promulgated by other state agencies, the metropolitan council shall seek the 
assistance and approval of the department of natural resources; in preparation of 
these standards, criteria and model ordinances, described in subdivision 1, clauses 
(c) and (e), the metropolitan council shall seek the assistance and approval of the 
state soil and water conservation board; in preparation of these standards, criteria 
and model ordinances, described in subdivision 1, clause (h), the metropolitan 
council shall seek the assistance and approval of the department of agriculture. In 
addition, the metropolitan council shall, where appropriate, seek the assistance of 
the commissioner of energy, planning and development, the Minnesota pollution 
control agency, soil and water conservation districts, the University of Minnesota, 
the department of agriculture, and other appropriate agencies. 

History: 1981 c 356 s 239 

473.408 FARE POLICY. 

[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 6. Monthly passes. The commission may offer monthly passes for 
regular route bus service for sale to the general public. 

Subd. 7. Employee plan. The commission may offer monthly passes for 
regular route bus service for sale to employers at a special discount subject to the 
provisions of this subdivision. An employer may be eligible to purchase passes at 
a special discount if the employer agrees to establish a payroll deduction plan as a 
means for its employees to purchase the passes at a price at or below the amount 
charged by the commission. The special discount on passes sold pursuant to this 
subdivision shall be determined by the commission. 

History: 1981 c 363 s 51,52 

473.411 TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 
Subdivision 1. Development program. The commission shall prepare and 

submit in the manner provided in and satisfying the requirements of section 
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473.161, a development program, providing for the implementation of the policy 
plan adopted by the council. In preparing the program, the commission shall 
consult with counties and municipalities in the metropolitan area, the state 
transportation department and the commissioner of energy, planning and develop­
ment, and for that purpose may create such advisory committees as may be 
necessary. 

The program shall provide for coordination of routes and operations of all 
publicly and privately owned transit and paratransit facilities within the transit 
area to the end that combined efficient and rapid transit and paratransit may be 
provided for the use of the public in the entire area. The commission may 
designate a segment of the system planned as a pilot or demonstration transit or 
paratransit project using, without limitation, new technology including airborne 
systems, or traditional systems of evolved or modern form. The development 
program shall include the general alignment and profile, approximate points of 
access, facility classification, approxima'te cost, relation to other existing and 
planned transit and paratransit routes and facilities, and a statement of the 
expected general effect on present and future use of the property within the 
corridor. The program shall be accompanied with a statement of need for the 
proposed construction or improvement, a description of alternate routes which 
were considered, and an explanation of the advantages and disadvantages in the 
selection of any route considered. The development program shall also contain a 
description of the type of right-of-way or routes required; the type of transit 
service to be provided in each portion of the system; designation of transit mode; 
and appropriate general operating criteria. The program shall also contain an 
operational improvement program which shall at least describe performance 
objectives and standards which the commission proposes to achieve in satisfying 
policies, purposes, and goals established by the legislature and the council; 
identify performance indicators by which to monitor and assess progress in 
achieving the objectives and standards; and establish a route deficit limit as 
provided in section 174.28, subdivision 5. The program may include such other 
information as the council or the commission deems necessary. 

[For text of subds 3 to 5, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 356 s 240; 1981 c 363 s 53 

473.438 BONDS. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 3. Revenue bonds, payment. Revenue bonds issued under this section 
shall not constitute a debt of the state or of any municipal corporation or political 
subdivision and no ad valorem tax levy may be compelled for their payment, but 
they shall be payable only from the revenues of the commission pledged by the 
commission to payment of principal thereof and interest thereon, and they shall so 
recite. At or before the issuance of revenue bonds, the commission shall,pledge 
and appropriate to the payment of principal and interest the gross or net revenues 
of the public transit system or some part thereof, and may pledge and appropriate 
other revenues of the commission, as described and defined in the authorizing 
resolution. 

[For text of subds 4 and 7, see M.S. 1980] 

History: lSp!981 c 4 art 1 s 176 
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473.446 TRANSIT TAX LEVIES. 
Subdivision 1. Taxation within transit taxing district. For the purposes of 

sections 473.401 to 473.451 and the metropolitan transit system, except as other­
wise provided in this subdivision the metropolitan transit commission shall levy 
each year upon all taxable property within the metropolitan transit taxing district, 
defined in subdivision 2, a transit tax consisting of: 

(a) An amount equal to 1.72 mills times the assessed value of all such 
property, the proceeds of which shall be used for payment of the expenses of 
operating transit and paratransit service; 

(b) An additional amount, if any, as the commission determines to be 
necessary to provide for the full and timely payment of its certificates of 
indebtedness and other obligations outstanding on July 1, 1977, to which property 
taxes under this section have been pledged; and 

(c) An additional amount necessary to provide full and timely payment of 
certificates of indebtedness, bonds, or other obligations issued pursuant to section 
473.436 for purposes of acquisition and betterment of property and other improve­
ments of a capital nature and to which the commission has specifically pledged tax 
levies under this clause. 

In any statutory or home rule charter city or town in the metropolitan transit 
taxing district which is receiving financial assistance under section 174.265, the 
commission shall levy a tax equal to ten percent of the sum of levies provided for 
in clauses (a) to (c), plus a levy sufficient to yield the amounts of available local 
transit funds transferred pursuant to section 174.265 from the state assistance 
available to the commission, less any amount paid to the commission by the city 
or town under a contract for service entered into pursuant to subdivision 2. 

Subd. la. Taxation within transit area. For the purposes of sections 473.401 
to 473.451, and the metropolitan transit system, the metropolitan transit commis­
sion shall levy upon all taxable property within the metropolitan transit area but 
outside of the metropolitan transit taxing district, defined in subdivision 2, a 
transit tax, which shall be equal to ten percent of the sum of the levies provided in 
subdivision 1, clauses (a) to (c). The proceeds of this tax shall be used only for 
paratransit services or ride sharing programs designed to serve persons located 
within the transit area but outside of the transit taxing district. 

Subd. 2. Transit taxing district. The metropolitan transit taxing district is 
hereby designated as that portion of the metropolitan transit area lying within the 
following named cities, towns, or unorganized territory within the counties indi­
cated: 

(a) Anoka county. Anoka, Blaine, Centerville, Columbia Heights, Coon 
Rapids, Fridley, Circle Pines, Hilltop, Lexington, Lino Lakes, Spring Lake Park; 

(b) Carver county. Chanhassen, the city of Chaska; 
(c) Dakota county. Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan, Inver Grove Heights, 

Lillydale, Mendota, Mendota Heights, Rosemount, South St. Paul, Sunfish Lake, 
West St. Paul; 

(d) Ramsey county. All of the territory within Ramsey county; 
(e) Hennepin county. Bloomington, Brooklyn Center, Brooklyn Park, 

Champlin, Chanhassen, Crystal, Deephaven, Eden Prairie, Edina, Excelsior, Gold­
en Valley, Greenwood, Hopkins, Long Lake, Maple Grove, Medicine Lake, 
Minneapolis, Minnetonka, Minnetonka Beach, Mound, New Hope, Orono, Osseo, 
Plymouth, Richfield, Robbinsdale, St. Anthony, St. Louis Park, Shorewood, Spring 
Park, Tonka Bay, Wayzata, Woodland, the unorganized territory of Hennepin 
county; 

                                         
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1981 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1981 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



473.446 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 1504 

(f) Scott county. Prior Lake, Savage, Shakopee; 

(g) Washington county. Baytown, the city of Stillwater, White Bear Lake, 
Bayport, Birchwood, Cottage Grove, Dellwood, Lake Elmo, Landfall, Mahtomedi, 
Newport, Oakdale, Oak Park Heights, Pine Springs, St. Paul Park, Willernie, 
Woodbury. 

The commission in its sole discretion may provide transit service by contract 
beyond the boundaries of the metropolitan transit taxing district or to cities and 
towns within the taxing district which are receiving financial assistance under 
section 174.265, upon petition therefor by an interested city, township or political 
subdivision within the metropolitan transit area. The commission may establish 
such terms and conditions as it deems necessary and advisable for providing the 
transit service, including such combination of fares and direct payments by the 
petitioner as will compensate the commission for the full capital and operating cost 
of the service and the related administrative activities of the commission. The 
amount of the levy made by any municipality to pay for the service shall be 
disregarded when calculation of levies subject to limitations is made, provided that 
cities and towns receiving financial assistance under section 174.265 shall not make 
a special levy under this subdivision without having first exhausted the available 
local transit funds as defined in section 174.265. The commission shall not be 
obligated to extend service beyond the boundaries of the taxing district, or to cities 
and towns within the taxing district which are receiving financial assistance under 
section 174.265, under any law or contract unless or until payment therefor is 
received. 

Subd. 2a. Protection of rights of holders of outstanding indebtedness. The 
provisions of subdivisions 1 and 2 or any other law changing the boundaries of the 
metropolitan transit taxing district or reducing the levy otherwise required to be 
levied within the district shall not be deemed to impair the rights of holders of 
outstanding indebtedness of the commission to require the levy of property taxes, 
if necessary to provide for any deficiency in accordance with the conditions of 
such indebtedness, on all property within the limits of the metropolitan transit 
taxing district as such limits were in effect at the date of issuance of such 
indebtedness. 

Subd. 3. Certification and collection. On or before October 10 in each year 
the commission shall certify the total amount of the tax levied pursuant to 
subdivision 1 to the auditor of each metropolitan county. Each county auditor 
shall then assess and extend upon the tax rolls in his county that proportion of the 
tax which the assessed value of taxable property in his county bears to the assessed 
value of all taxable property in the metropolitan area. Each county treasurer shall 
collect and make settlement of such taxes with the treasurer of the commission. 
The levy of transit taxes pursuant to this section shall not affect the amount or rate 
of taxes which may be levied by any county or municipality or by the commission 
for other purposes authorized by law and shall be in addition to any other 
property tax authorized by law. 

History: 1981 c 363 s 54 

473.516 WASTE FACILITIES; SEWAGE SLUDGE DISPOSAL. 

[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 4. Technical monitoring; sewage sludge disposal. Each sewage sludge 
disposal facility of the waste control commission, or site used for the disposal of 
sewage sludge of the commission, shall be required to .have an agency permit 
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issued pursuant to agency rules for permitting sewage sludge disposal facilities and 
sites. Each permit shall require a regular monitoring and testing program to be 
carried out by the waste control commission. A regular inspection program shall 
be conducted by the agency or a county under contract to the agency. The 
commission shall reimburse the agency quarterly for the cost of the program, and 
the amounts reimbursed are hereby appropriated to the agency for the purposes of 
the program. The commission shall attempt to the greatest practical extent to 
provide a sludge quality that permits desired nutrient loadings and minimizes 
elements not essential for plant growth when sludge is disposed of on private 
property as a soil conditioner or amendment. The commission shall provide 
recipients with information on the facility generating the sludge and the content of 
the sludge taken from its various treatment facilities. 

History: 1981 c 352 s 39 

473.571 LOCATION AND DESIGN SELECTION. 

[For text of subd I, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1981 c 356 s 247] 

Subd. 3. [Repealed, 1981 c 356 s 247] 

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1981 c 356 s 247] 

[For text of subds 5 and 6, see M.S. 1980] 

473.608 POWERS OF CORPORATION. 

[For text of subds 1 to 19, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 20. Subject to the final enactment of the Airport and Airways Devel­
opment Act Amendments of 1975 the corporation shall install aircraft noise 
suppressing equipment at the ground run-up operation sites of the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Airport. All such aircraft noise suppressing equipment shall 
conform to specifications approved by the pollution control agency. The deadline 
for design selection shall be no later than March 1, 1983. 

[For text of subd 21, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 27 s 2 

473.612 NOISE ABATEMENT PLAN. 

By December 31, 1981 the commission shall submit to the legislature a noise 
abatement plan for the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, containing 
annual objectives until December 31, 1987, for reduction of aircraft noise within 
the metropolitan area. The plan shall contain definite proposals for specific 
annual reductions in the maximum hourly noise levels, such as defined by 
Minnesota pollution control agency rules, 6 MCAR 4.2001 (15) and (16), based on 
the typically worst noise condition on an hourly basis received in populated 
residential areas. By December 31, 1982, and each year thereafter until December 
31, 1987, the commission shall submit to the legislature a report detailing the 
reduction of aircraft noise in meeting the annual objectives outlined in the above 
noise abatement plan. 

History: 1981 c 27 s 3 
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473.626 VALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF TAXABLE PROPERTY IN 
DETACHED AREA. 

The county assessor of the county in which the property is situated shall value 
and assess the taxable property in said area and shall report the same to the 
county auditor of the county in which such property is situated on or before 
October 1 of each year. 

History: lSpl981 c I art 8 s 18 

473.667 GENERAL OBLIGATION REVENUE FINANCING. 

[For text of subd I, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. Borrowing authorization. No additional bonds shall be issued 
under the provisions of section 473.665, over and above the amount outstanding 
April 1, 1974. Except for refunding bonds and certificates of indebtedness, the 
principal amount of bonds that may be issued under this section, over and above 
the amount of bonds of the commission outstanding January 15, 1981, is limited to 
$92,000,000 until and unless this limitation is increased by law. The pledge of 
revenues of the commission to its debt service fund in lieu of the taxes otherwise 
required by section 473.665 to be assessed and extended shall be and remain a first 
charge on all current revenues of the commission to the extent required annually 
to cancel such taxes. 

[For text of subds 3 to 10, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 27 s 1 

473.801 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 4. Unless otherwise provided the definitions of terms defined in 
section 115A.03 shall apply to sections 473.801 to 473.823. 

History: 1981 c 352 s 40 

473.803 METROPOLITAN COUNTY PLANNING. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. la. Proposed inventory of disposal sites. By October 15, 1981, each 
county shall adopt, by resolution of its governing body, an inventory of four 
proposed sites in the county suitable for mixed municipal solid waste disposal 
facilities and one proposed site in the county suitable for the disposal of demoli­
tion debris and shall submit the inventory to the council for approval or disap­
proval. The council shall evaluate and approve or disapprove each proposed site 
in accordance with the standards set out in this subdivision. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subdivision, each site shall satisfy the standards and criteria in 
federal and state regulations and the council's policy plan for solid waste manage­
ment. In proposing and approving sites for the inventory, the counties and the 
council shall prefer land which is capable of being returned to its existing use or 
the use anticipated in a plan of a metropolitan agency, county, or local unit of 
government use after closure of a disposal facility. Each site shall contain no less 
than 80 acres and no more than 250 acres. Each proposed site shall be 
surrounded by a buffer area at least equal to the area of the site. No site shall be 
adopted by a county or the council as part of an inventory unless the agency 
certifies its intrinsic suitability for the use intended, based on preliminary environ-
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mental analysis and on site surveys and investigations conducted by the county. 
Notwithstanding any plan, charter provision, law, ordinance, regulation, or other 
requirement of any state agency or political subdivision, no land shall be excluded 
from consideration for inclusion in the inventory except land determined by the 
agency to be intrinsically unsuitable. Each county shall provide to the agency 
data relating to the intrinsic suitability of the sites to be proposed for the inventory 
as soon as available but no later than June 15, 1981. By July 1, 1981 each county 
shall propose at least the number of sites required for the inventory, and the 
director of the agency shall issue a notice indicating which of those sites the 
director recommends be certified as intrinsically suitable. Notice of hearings on 
the director's recommendation shall be published in the state register and newspa­
pers of general circulation in the metropolitan area and shall be sent by mail to the 
metropolitan council and local government units containing a proposed inventory 
site. A hearing shall be held in each metropolitan county and shall be conducted 
by the state office of administrative hearings in a manner consistent with the 
completion of the proceedings and the hearing examiner's report to the agency in 
the time allowed by this section. The hearing shall afford all interested persons an 
opportunity to testify and present evidence on the subject of the hearing. The 
subject of the hearing shall be limited to information submitted by the county and 
additional information on the proposed sites which is relevant to the agency's 
decision on intrinsic suitability. The rulemaking and contested case procedures of 
chapter 15 shall not apply to this hearing. The report of the hearing examiner 
shall contain findings of fact, conclusions, and recommendations on the subject of 
the hearing. The agency shall make a final determination as to the intrinsic 
suitability of each proposed site and shall certify them accordingly by October 1, 
1981. The agency shall not be required to promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 
15 on criteria- and standards to govern its certification of intrinsic suitability under 
this section. No action of the agency shall be held invalid by reason of the 
agency's failure to notify any of the entities listed in this subdivision. The council 
shall evaluate each site with respect to local land use and land use controls, the 
protection of agriculture and natural resources, existing and future development 
patterns, transportation facilities and other services and facilities appropriate to 
land disposal facilities, the quality of other potential sites, and patterns of 
generation of solid waste. The council shall notify a county of any site proposed 
by the county which the council disapproves and shall allow the county 60 days to 
propose an alternative site. If the county fails to propose an alternative accepta­
ble to the council in the time allowed, the council shall propose a site acceptable to 
it for inclusion in the inventory of sites in that county. If in the council's 
judgment a county does not contain the requisite number of satisfactory sites, the 
council may reduce the number of sites required of that county. In order to 
permit the comparative evaluation of sites and the participation of affected 
localities in decisions about the use of sites, a moratorium is hereby imposed as 
provided in this subdivision on development within the area of each site and 
buffer area proposed by a county, pending the council's adoption of an inventory 
pursuant to section 473.149, subdivision 2b. For sites and buffer areas included in 
the council's inventory, the moratorium shall extend until October 1, 1983. No 
development shall be allowed to occur within the area of a site or buffer area 
during the period of the moratorium without the approval of the council. No 
county, city, or town land use control shall permit development which has not 
been approved by the council, nor shall any county, city, or town sanction or 
approve any subdivision, permit, license, or other authorization which would allow 
development to occur which has not been approved by the council. The council 
shall not approve actions which would jeopardize the availability of a site for use 
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473.803 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 1508 

as a solid waste facility. The council may establish guidelines for reviewing 
requests for approval under this subdivision. Requests for approval shall be 
submitted in writing to the chairman of the council and shall be deemed to be 
approved by the council unless the chairman otherwise notifies the submitter in 
writing within 15 days. 

[For text of subds lb to 3, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 352 s 41 

473.811 COUNTIES AND LOCAL UNITS OF GOVERNMENT; WASTE 
MANAGEMENT. 

[For text of subds 1 and la, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. County financing of facilities. Each metropolitan county may by 
resolution authorize the issuance of bonds to provide funds for the acquisition or 
betterment of solid waste facilities, related transmission facilities, or property or 
property rights for the facilities, or for refunding any outstanding bonds issued for 
any such purpose, and may pledge to the payment of the bonds and the interest 
thereon, its full faith, credit and taxing powers, or the proceeds of any designated 
tax levies, or the gross or net revenues or charges to be derived from any facility 
operated by or for the county, or any combination thereof. Taxes levied for the 
payment of the bonds and interest shall not reduce the amounts of other taxes 
which the county is authorized by law to levy. The proceeds of the bonds may be 
used in part to establish a reserve as further security for the payment of the 
principal and interest of the bonds when due. Revenue bonds issued pursuant to 
this section may be sold at public or private sale upon such conditions as the 
county board shall determine, but any bonds to which the full faith and credit and 
taxing powers of the county are pledged shall be sold in accordance with the 
provisions of chapter 475. No election shall be required to authorize the issuance 
of the bonds. Except as otherwise provided, the bonds shall be issued and sold in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 475. 

Subd. 2a. County solid waste industrial development revenue bonds. A met­
ropolitan county may issue revenue bonds to finance solid waste and related 
facilities projects located inside or outside the boundaries of cities or towns 
described in section 368.01 under and pursuant to the provisions of chapter 474. 

Subd. 3. County operation of facilities. Each metropolitan county may 
operate and maintain solid waste facilities, and for this purpose may employ all 
necessary personnel, may adopt regulations governing operation, and may estab­
lish and collect reasonable, non-discriminatory rates and charges for the use of the 
facilities by any local government unit or person, estimated to be sufficient, with 
any other moneys appropriated for the purpose, to pay all costs of acquisition, 
operation and maintenance. Each metropolitan county may use itself or sell all or 
any part of materials or energy recovered from solid waste to private interests or 
public agencies for consumption or reuse by them. Section 471.345 and Laws 
1951, Chapter 556, as amended shall not apply to the sale of the materials or 
energy. 

Subd. 4. County contracts. Each metropolitan county may contract for the 
acquisition or use of existing public or private solid waste facilities or any facilities 
deemed necessary or useful for resource recovery from solid waste and may 
contract with any person for the operation or maintenance, or both, of any solid 
waste facility owned by the county. The contract shall provide for the operation 
or maintenance, or both, of the facility in accordance with any regulations, 
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criteria, and standards of the agency, the metropolitan council and the county 
relating thereto. Any contract for the operation or maintenance of a solid waste 
facility may provide for the sale of solid waste, materials, electric energy, steam or 
other product to the operator or for a fee payable to the operator, which may be a 
fixed fee, or a fee based on tonnage or a percentage of income or other measure, 
or any combination thereof. A metropolitan county may warrant to the operator 
of a solid waste facility or contract purchaser of any solid waste, materials, electric 
energy, steam or other product the quality, composition and available quantity of 
the solid waste, materials, electric energy, steam or other product to be sold or 
delivered. 

[For text of subd 4a, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 4b. Contracts; negotiation. Notwithstanding any other law, a metro­
politan county may contract for the acquisition, construction, improvement, 
maintenance or operation of solid waste facilities or property or property rights for 
solid waste facilities by any means available and in the manner determined by the 
county board, with or without advertisement for bids. A metropolitan county 
may select and employ a construction manager for construction and acquisition of 
solid waste facilities or property or property rights for solid waste facilities and 
negotiate and enter into a construction management agreement, which may but 
need not include a guaranteed maximum price. A construction manager shall give 
a bond to the county in accordance with section 574.26 if a construction 
management agreement provides for a guaranteed maximum price, provided that 
the amount of any bond furnished by any contractor or subcontractor for 
performance of and payment of labor and materials under a contract or subcon­
tract for solid waste facilities or property or property rights for solid waste 
facilities included in the guaranteed maximum price may be substituted to the 
extent of the bond amount for the bond of the construction manager. A 
construction management agreement for acquisition and construction of solid 
waste facilities or property or property rights for solid waste facilities may be 
combined with a contract for maintenance or operation, or both, of the facilities 
and negotiated with the same person. 

[For text of subds 5 and 5a, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 5b. Ordinances; hazardous waste management. Each metropolitan 
county shall by ordinance establish and revise rules, regulations, and standards 
relating to (a) the identification of hazardous waste, (b) the labeling and classifica­
tion of hazardous waste, (c) the collection, storage, transportation, processing, and 
disposal of hazardous waste, and (d) other matters necessary for the public health, 
welfare and safety. The county shall require permits or licenses for the genera­
tion, collection, processing, and disposal of hazardous waste and shall require 
registration with a county office. County hazardous waste ordinances shall 
embody and be consistent with agency hazardous waste rules. Counties shall 
submit adopted ordinances to the agency for review. In the event that agency 
rules are modified, each county shall modify its ordinances accordingly and shall 
submit the modification to the agency for review within 120 days. Issuing, 
denying, suspending, modifying, imposing conditions upon, or revoking hazardous 
waste permits or licenses, and county hazardous waste regulations and ordinances, 
shall be subject to review, denial, suspension, modification, and reversal by the 
agency. The agency shall after written notification have 15 days in the case of 
hazardous waste permits and licenses and 30 days in the case of hazardous waste 
ordinances to review, suspend, modify, or reverse the action of the county. After 
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this period, the action of the county board shall be final subject to appeal to the 
district court in the manner provided in chapter 15. 

[For text of subds 5c to 7, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 8. County sale or lease. Each metropolitan county may sell or lease 
any facilities or property or property rights previously used or acquired to 
accomplish the purposes specified by sections 473.149, 473.151, and 473.801 to 
473.823 and sections 473.827, 473.831, 473.833, and 473.834. Such property may 
be sold in the manner provided by section 458.196, or may be sold in the manner 
and on the terms and conditions determined by the county board. Each metro­
politan county may convey to or permit the use of any such property by a local 
government unit, with or without compensation, without submitting the matter to 
the voters of the county. No real property or property rights acquired pursuant to 
this section, may be disposed of in any manner unless and until the county shall 
have submitted to the agency and the metropolitan council for review and 
comment the terms on and the use for which the property will be disposed of. 
The agency and the council shall review and comment on the proposed disposition 
within 60 days after each has received the data relating thereto from the county. 

[For text of subd 9, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 352 s 42-48 

473.831 DEBT OBLIGATIONS; SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL. 
Subdivision 1. General obligation bonds. The council may by resolution 

authorize the issuance of general obligation bonds of the council to provide funds 
for the acquisition of sites and surrounding buffer areas for development as solid 
waste disposal facilities pursuant to this section and section 473.833 and to provide 
funds for refunding obligations issued under this section. The bonds shall be sold, 
issued, and secured in the manner provided in chapter 475 for general obligation 
bonds, and the council shall have the same power and duties as a municipality and 
its governing body in issuing bonds under chapter 475, except as otherwise 
provided in this chapter. No election shall be required, and the net debt 
limitations in chapter 475 shall not apply. The council shall have the power to 
levy ad valorem taxes for debt service of the council's solid waste bonds upon all 
taxable property within the metropolitan area, without limitation of rate or amount 
and without affecting the amount or rate of taxes which may be levied by the 
council for other purposes or by any local government unit in the area. Each of 
the county auditors shall annually assess and extend upon the tax rolls in his 
county the portion of the taxes levied by the council in each year which is certified 
to him by the council. The principal amount of bonds issued pursuant to this 
section shall not exceed $15,000,000. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 352 s 49 

473.833 SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SITES AND BUFFER AREAS. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2a. Environmental analysis. By January 1, 1983, each metropolitan 
county shall complete an analysis comparing the environmental effects of solid 
waste disposal facilities at the sites in the county which are included in the 
metropolitan inventory of solid waste disposal sites adopted by the metropolitan 
council pursuant to section 473.149, subdivision 2b. The analysis shall be in detail 
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sufficient, in the judgment of the county board, to inform adequately the county 
site selection authority established under subdivision 3 of the environmental effects 
of facilities at sites within the county and to assure that facilities at the sites can 
reasonably be expected to qualify for permits in accordance with the rules of the 
agency. 

[For text of subds 3 to 7, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 352 s 50 

473.834 DEBT SERVICE; SOLID WASTE BONDS. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. Allocation of debt service. The annual debt service on the council's 
solid waste bonds, issued under section 473.831, shall be annually apportioned and 
certified by the council to each county in the metropolitan area, in the proportion 
that the assessed value of all taxable property within each county bears to the 
assessed value of the taxable property in all the counties, except that the 
apportionment to each county shall first be adjusted to reflect exemptions from 
payment required by subdivision 1 and reductions in payment required by 
subdivision 3. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1981 c 352 s 53] 

Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1981 c 352 s 53] 

History: 1981 c 352 s 51 

473.857 SYSTEM STATEMENTS; RECONCILIATION PROCEDURES. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. A hearing shall be conducted within 60 days after the request, 
provided that the committee shall consolidate hearings on related requests. The 
hearing shall not consider the need for or reasonableness of the metropolitan 
system plans or parts thereof. The hearing shall afford all interested persons an 
opportunity to testify and present evidence. The advisory committee or hearing 
examiner may employ the appropriate technical and professional services of the 
commissioner of energy, planning and development for the purpose of evaluating 
disputes of fact. The proceedings shall not be deemed a contested case. Within 
30 days after the hearing, the committee or hearing examiner shall report to the 
council respecting the proposed amendments to the system statements. The report 
shall contain findings of fact, conclusions, and recommendations and shall appor­
tion the costs of the proceedings among the parties. u 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 356 s 241 

473.864 PLANS AND PROGRAMS; ADOPTION; AMENDMENT. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. Amendments to comprehensive plans of local governmental units 
and to capital improvement programs of school districts shall be prepared, 
submitted, and adopted in conformance with guidelines adopted by the metropoli­
tan council pursuant to section 473.854. 

History: 1981 c 242 s 1 
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