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CHAPTER 429 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS, SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS 

429.021 Local improvements, council powers. 429.091 Financing. 

429.021 LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS, COUNCIL POWERS. 
Subdivision 1. Improvements authorized. The council of a municipality 

shall have power to make the following improvements: 

(1) To acquire, open, and widen any street, and to improve the same by 
constructing, reconstructing, and maintaining sidewalks, pavement, gutters, curbs, 
and vehicle parking strips of any material, or by grading, graveling, oiling, or 
otherwise improving the same, including the beautification thereof and including 
storm sewers or other street drainage and connections from sewer, water or similar 
mains to curb lines. 

(2) To acquire, develop, construct, reconstruct, extend and maintain storm 
and sanitary sewers and systems, including outlets, holding areas and ponds, 
treatment plants, pumps, lift stations, service connections, and other appurtenanc
es of a sewer system, within and without the corporate limits. 

(3) To construct, reconstruct, extend and maintain steam heating mains. 

(4) To install, replace, extend and maintain street lights and street lighting 
systems and special lighting systems. 

(5) To acquire, improve, construct, reconstruct, extend and maintain water 
works systems, including mains, valves, hydrants, service connections, wells, 
pumps, reservoirs, tanks, treatment plants, and other appurtenances of a water 
works system, within and without the corporate limits. 

(6) To acquire, improve and equip parks, open space areas, playgrounds and 
recreational facilities within or without the corporate limits. 

(7) To plant trees on streets and provide for their trimming, care and removal. 

(8) To abate nuisances and to drain swamps, marshes and ponds on public or 
private property and to fill the same. 

(9) To construct, reconstruct, extend, and maintain dikes and other flood 
control works. 

(10) To construct, reconstruct, extend and maintain retaining walls and area 
walls. 

(11) To acquire, construct, reconstruct, improve, alter, extend, operate, main
tain and promote a pedestrian skyway system. 

(12) To acquire, construct, reconstruct, extend, operate, maintain and promote 
underground pedestrian concourses. 

(13) To acquire, construct, improve, alter, extend, operate, maintain and 
promote public malls, plazas or courtyards. 

(14) To construct, reconstruct, extend, and maintain district heating systems. 

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 334 s 5 
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429.091 FINANCING. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 3. Method of issuance. All obligations shall be issued in accordance 
with the provisions of chapter 475, except that an election shall be required for 
bonds if less than 20 percent of the cost of the improvement to the municipality is 
to be assessed against benefited property. The maturities shall be such as in the 
opinion of the council are warranted by the anticipated collections of assessments 
and ad valorem levies for the municipality's share of the cost; except that the 
council may in its discretion issue and sell temporary improvement bonds matur
ing and subject to further conditions as set forth in subdivision 5. All obligations 
shall state upon their face the purpose of the issue and the fund from which they 
are payable. The amount of any obligations issued hereunder shall not be 
included in determining the net indebtedness of any municipality under the 
provisions of any law limiting such indebtedness. 

[For text of subd 4, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 5. Temporary improvement bonds. In anticipation of the issuance of 
improvement bonds, the council may by resolution issue and sell temporary 
improvement bonds maturing within not more than three years from their date of 
issue to pay any part or all of the cost of one or more improvements. To the 
extent that the principal of and interest on the temporary improvement bonds 
cannot be paid when due from receipts of special assessments, taxes, or other 
funds appropriated for the purpose, they shall be paid from the proceeds of 
improvement bonds or additional temporary improvement bonds which the coun
cil shall offer for sale in advance of their maturity but the indebtedness funded by 
an issue of temporary improvement bonds shall not be extended by the issue of 
additional temporary improvement bonds for more than six years from the date of 
the first issue. The holders of any temporary improvement bonds shall have and 
may enforce, by mandamus or other appropriate proceedings, all rights respecting 
the levy and collection of sufficient special assessments and taxes to pay the cost 
of the improvements financed by them which are granted by law to holders of 
improvement bonds, except the right to require the levies to be collected prior to 
the maturity of the temporary improvement bonds. If any temporary improve
ment bonds are not paid in full at maturity, the holders may require the issuance 
in exchange for them, at par, of new temporary improvement bonds maturing 
within one year from their date of issue (but not subject to any other maturity 
limitation), and bearing interest at the maximum rate permitted by law. 

Subd. 6. Investment of other municipal funds. Funds of a municipality may 
be invested in its temporary improvement bonds in accordance with the provisions 
of section 471.56, and may be purchased upon their initial issue, but shall be 
purchased only from funds which the council determines will not be required for 
other purposes before the maturity date, and shall be resold before maturity only 
in case of emergency. If purchased from a debt service fund securing other 
bonds, the holders of those bonds may enforce the municipality's obligations on 
the temporary improvement bonds in the same manner as if they held the 
temporary improvement bonds. 

Subd. 7. GeneraD obligation temporary improvement bonds. The council may 
by resolution adopted prior to the sale of any temporary improvement bonds 
pledge the full faith, credit, and taxing power of the municipality for the payment 
of the principal and interest, in addition to all provisions made for their security in 
subdivision 5. In this event the bonds shall be designated as general obligation 
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temporary improvement bonds, and the council shall levy taxes for their payment 
in accordance with section 475.61. Proceeds of improvement bonds or temporary 
improvement bonds not yet sold may be treated as pledged revenues, in reduction 
of the tax otherwise required by section 475.61 to be levied prior to delivery of the 
obligations. 

History: 1981 c 171 s 1-4 
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