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CHAPTER 272 

TAXATION, GENERAL PROVISIONS 
272.01 Property subject to taxation. 272.46 Auditor lo furnish statement of tax liens and 
272.02 Exempt property. tax sales; fees; application. 
272.025 Filing requirement. 272.47 County treasurer, certificate of current tax­

es; fee. 

272.01 PROPERTY SUBJECT TO TAXATION. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. (a) When any real or personal property which for any reason is 
exempt from ad valorem taxes, and taxes in lieu thereof, is leased, loaned, or 
otherwise made available and used by a private individual, association or corpora­
tion in connection with a business conducted for profit, there shall be imposed a 
tax, for the privilege of so using or possessing such real or personal property, in the 
same amount and to the same extent as though the lessee or user was the owner of 
such property. 

(b) The tax imposed by this subdivision shall not apply to (1) property leased 
or used by way of a concession in or relative to the use in whole or part of a public 
park, market, fair grounds, port authority, municipal auditorium, airport owned by 
a city, town, county or group thereof but not the metropolitan airports commis­
sion, municipal museum or municipal stadium or (2) property constituting or used 
as a public pedestrian ramp, concourse, passenger check-in area or ticket sale 
counter, boarding area or luggage claim area in connection with a public airport; 
provided that real estate which is owned by a municipality in connection with the 
operation of a public airport and which is leased or used for agricultural purposes 
shall not be exempt. 

(c) Taxes imposed by this subdivision shall be due and payable as in the case 
of personal property taxes and such taxes shall be assessed to such lessees or users 
of real or personal property in the same manner as taxes assessed to owners of real 
or personal property, except that such taxes shall not become a lien against the 
property. When due, the taxes shall constitute a debt due from the lessee or user 
to the state, township, city, county and school district for which the taxes were 
assessed and shall be collected in the same manner as personal property taxes. If 
property subject to the tax imposed by this subdivision is leased or used jointly by 
two or more persons, each lessee or user shall be jointly and severally liable for 
payment of the tax. 

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1980] 

History: lSpl981 c 1 art 2 s 2 

272.02 EXEMPT PROPERTY. 
Subdivision 1. Except as provided in other subdivisions of this section or in 

section 272.025 or section 273.13, subdivisions 17, 17b, 17c or 17d, all property 
described in this section to the extent herein limited shall be exempt from taxation: 

(1) All public burying grounds; 
(2) All public schoolhouses; 
(3) All public hospitals; 
(4) All academies, colleges, and universities, and all seminaries of learning; 
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(5) All churches, church property, and houses of worship; 
(6) Institutions of purely public charity except property assessed pursuant to 

section 273.13, subdivisions 17, 17b, 17c or 17d; 
(7) All public property exclusively used for any public purpose; 
(8) (a) Class 2 property of every household of the value of $100, maintained in 

the principal place of residence of the owner thereof. The county auditor shall 
deduct such exemption from the total valuation of such property as equalized by 
the revenue commissioner assessed to such household, and extend the levy of taxes 
upon the remainder only. The term "household" as used in this section is defined 
to be a domestic establishment maintained either (1) by two or more persons living 
together within the same house or place of abode, subsisting in common and 
constituting a domestic or family relationship, or (2) by one person. 

(b) During the period of his active service and for six months after his 
discharge therefrom, no member of the armed forces of the United States shall lose 
status of a householder under paragraph (a) which he had immediately prior to 
becoming a member of the armed forces. 

In case there is an assessment against more than one member of a household 
the $100 exemption shall be divided among the members assessed in the propor­
tion that the assessed value of the Class 2 property of each bears to the total 
assessed value of the Class 2 property of all the members assessed. The Class 2 
property of each household claimed to be exempt shall be limited to property in 
one taxing district, except in those cases where a single domestic establishment is 
maintained in two or more adjoining districts. 

Bonds and certificates of indebtedness hereafter issued by the state of 
Minnesota, or by any county or city of the state, or any town, or any common or 
independent school district of the state, or any governmental board of the state, or 
any county or city thereof, shall hereafter be exempt from taxation; provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as exempting such bonds from the 
payment of a tax thereon, as provided for by section 291.01, when any of such 
bonds constitute, in whole or in part, any inheritance or bequest, taken or received 
by any person or corporation. 

(9) Farm machinery manufactured prior to 1930, which is used only for 
display purposes as a collectors item; 

(10) The taxpayer shall be exempted with respect to, all agricultural products, 
inventories, stocks of merchandise of all sorts, all materials, parts and supplies, 
furniture and equipment, manufacturers material, manufactured articles including 
the inventories of manufacturers, wholesalers, retailers and contractors; and the 
furnishings of a room or apartment in a hotel, rooming house, tourist court, motel 
or trailer camp, tools and machinery which by law are considered as personal 
property, and the property described in section 272.03, subdivision 1, clause (c), 
except personal property which is part of an electric generating, transmission, or 
distribution system or a pipeline system transporting or distributing water, gas, or 
petroleum products or mains and pipes used in the distribution of steam or hot or 
chilled water for heating or cooling buildings and structures. Railroad docks and 
wharves which are part of the operating property of a railroad company as defined 
in section 270.80 are not exempt. 

(11) Containers of a kind customarily in the possession of the consumer 
during the consumption of commodities, the sale of which are subject to tax under 
the provisions of the excise tax imposed by Extra Session Laws 1967, Chapter 32; 

(12) All livestock, poultry, all horses, mules and other animals used exclusively 
for agricultural purposes; 
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(13) All agricultural tools, implements and machinery used by the owners in 
any agricultural pursuit. 

(14) Real and personal property used primarily for the abatement and control 
of air, water, or land pollution to the extent that it is so used, other than real 
property used primarily as a solid waste disposal site. 

Any taxpayer requesting exemption of all or a portion of any equipment or 
device, or part thereof, operated primarily for the control or abatement of air or 
water pollution shall file an application with the commissioner of revenue. Any 
such equipment or device shall meet standards, regulations or criteria prescribed 
by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and must be installed or operated in 
accordance with a permit or order issued by that agency. The Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency shall upon request of the commissioner furnish informa­
tion or advice to the commissioner. If the commissioner determines that property 
qualifies for exemption, he shall issue an order exempting such property from 
taxation. Any such equipment or device shall continue to be exempt from 
taxation as long as the permit issued by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
remains in effect. 

(15) Wetlands. For purposes of this subdivision, "wetlands" means land 
which is mostly under water, produces little if any income, and has no use except 
for wildlife or water conservation purposes. "Wetlands" shall be land preserved in 
its natural condition, drainage of which would be feasible and practical and would 
provide land suitable for the production of livestock, dairy animals, poultry, fruit, 
vegetables, forage and grains, except wild rice. "Wetlands" shall include adjacent 
land which is not suitable for agricultural purposes due to the presence of the 
wetlands. Exemption of wetlands from taxation pursuant to this section shall not 
grant the public any additional or greater right of access to the wetlands or 
diminish any right of ownership to the wetlands. 

(16) Native prairie. The commissioner of the department of natural resources 
shall determine lands in the state which are native prairie and shall. notify the 
county assessor of each county in which the lands are located. Pasture land used ( C I ^/t/1 j 
for livestock grazing purposes shall not be considered native prairie for the J A - i> 
purposes of this clause and section 273.116. Upon receipt of an application for 
the exemption and credit provided in this clause and section 273.116 for lands for 
which the assessor has no determination from the commissioner of natural 
resources, the assessor shall refer the application to the commissioner of natural 
resources who shall determine within 30 days whether the land is native prairie 
and notify the county .assessor of his decision. Exemption of native prairie 
pursuant to this clause shall not grant the public any additional or greater right of 
access to the native prairie or diminish any right of ownership to it. 

(17) Property used in a continuous program to provide emergency shelter for j£-" ' (L 
victims of domestic abuse, provided the organization that owns and sponsors the C T . $ " 2 _ 
shelter is exempt from federal income taxation pursuant to section 501(c)(3) of the ( , 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended through December 31, 1980, notwith- \ A- I 
standing the fact that the sponsoring organization receives funding under section 8 \ 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937, as amended. 

(18) If approved by the governing body of the municipality in which the j Li f 
property is located, property not exceeding one acre which is owned and operated C - > j 
by any senior citizen group or association of groups that in general limits f , 
membership to persons age 55 or older and is organized and operated exclusively \ A- I 
for pleasure, recreation, and other nonprofit purposes, no part of the net earnings ) 
of which inures to the benefit of any private shareholders; provided the property 
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is used primarily as a clubhouse, meeting facility or recreational facility by the 
group or association and the property is not used for residential purposes on either 
a temporary or permanent basis. 

[For text of subds 2 to 5, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 251 s 1; 1981 c 309 s 1; lSpl981 c 1 art 8 s 3; art 10 s 5 

272.025 FILING REQUIREMENT. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 3. Any taxpayer who has filed the statement required by subdivision 1 
more than 12 months prior to February 1, 1983, or February 1 of each third year 
after 1983, shall file a statement by February 1, 1983, and by February 1 of each 
third year thereafter. 

[For text of subd 4, see M.S. 1980] 

History: lSpl981 c 1 art 8 s 4 

272.46 AUDITOR TO FURNISH STATEMENT OF TAX LIENS AND TAX 
SALES; FEES; APPLICATION. 

The county auditor, upon written application of any person, shall make search 
of the records of his office, and ascertain the existence of all tax liens and tax sales 
as to any lands described in the application, and certify the result of such search 
under his hand and the seal of his office, giving the description of the land and all 
tax liens and tax sales shown by such records, and the amount thereof, the year of 
tax covered by such lien, the date of tax sale, and the name of the purchaser at 
such tax sale. 

For such service the county auditor shall charge a fee not to exceed $5 for 
each lot or tract of land described in the certificate. The amount of the fee will be 
established by the county board on or before July 1 of each year. Any number of 
contiguous tracts of land not exceeding one section, assessed as broad acres, or 
adjoining lots in the same block, in the city, shall be considered as one lot or 
parcel within the meaning of this section. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to counties having a population of more than 225,000. 

History: lSpl981 c 1 art 8 s 5 

272.47 COUNTY TREASURER, CERTIFICATE OF CURRENT TAXES; 
FEE. 

The county treasurer, upon written application of any person, shall make 
search of the tax duplicates and records of his office and ascertain the amount of 
current tax against any lot or parcel of land described in the application, and shall 
certify the result of such search under his hand and seal of office, giving the 
description of land, year of tax and amount, if any, and for such certificate he 
shall be entitled to charge the applicant a fee not to exceed $5. The amount of the 
fee will be established by the county board on or before July 1 of each year. The 
definition of "lot or parcel," for the purposes of this section, shall be the same as 
set forth in section 272.46. 

This section shall not authorize such treasurer to charge any amount for 
certifying to taxes on a deed to be recorded or for information with reference to 
the current tax on any subdivision of land in his county, where no certificate 
thereof is necessary or required. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
counties having a population of more than 200,000. 

History: lSpl981 c 1 art 8 s 6 
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