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CHAPTER 116C 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
I16C.03 Creation of the environmental quality 116C.69 Biennial report; application Tees; appro-

board; membership; chairman; staff. priation; funding. 

116C.03 CREATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD; 
MEMBERSHIP; CHAIRMAN; STAFF. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. The board shall include as permanent members the head of the 
planning division of the department of energy, planning and development, the 
director of the pollution control agency, the commissioner of natural resources, the 
commissioner of agriculture, the commissioner of health, the commissioner of 
transportation, and a representative of the governor's office designated by the 
governor. The governor shall appoint five members from the general public to the 
board, subject to the advice and consent of the senate. 

[For text of subd 2a, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 3. The head of the planning division of the department of energy, 
planning and development shall be the chairman of the board. 

Subd. 4. The commissioner of energy, planning and development shall 
employ staff or consultants who will be assigned to work for the board on a 
continuous basis. The board shall have the authority to request and require staff 
support from all other agencies of state government as needed for the execution of 
the responsibilities of the board. 

History: 1981 c 356 s 122-124 

116C.69 BIENNIAL REPORT; APPLICATION FEES; APPROPRIATION; 
FUNDING. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 2. Site application fee. Every applicant for a site certificate shall pay 
to the board a fee in an amount equal to $500 for each $1,000,000 of production 
plant investment in the proposed installation as defined in the Federal Power 
Commission Uniform System of Accounts. The board shall specify the time and 
manner of payment of the fee. If any single payment requested by the board is in. 
excess of 25 percent of the total estimated fee, the board shall show that the excess 
is reasonably necessary. The applicant shall pay within 30 days of notification 
any additional fees reasonably necessary for completion of the site evaluation and 
designation process by the board. In no event shall the total fees required of the 
applicant under this subdivision exceed an amount equal to 0.001 of said produc
tion plant investment ($1,000 for each $1,000,000). All money received pursuant 
to this subdivision shall be deposited in a special account. Money in the account 
is appropriated to the board to pay expenses incurred in processing applications 
for certificates in accordance with sections 116C.51 to 116C.69 and in the event 
the expenses are less than the fee paid, to refund the excess to the applicant. 

Subd. 2a. Route application fee. Every applicant for a transmission line 
construction permit shall pay to the board a base fee of $35,000 plus a fee in an 
amount equal to $1,000 per mile length of the longest proposed route. The board 
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shall specify the time and manner of payment of the fee. If any single payment 
requested by the board is in excess of 25 percent of the total estimated fee, the 
board shall show that the excess is reasonably necessary. In the event the actual 
cost of processing an application up to the board's final decision to designate a 
route exceeds the above fee schedule, the board may assess the applicant any 
additional fees necessary to cover the actual costs, not to exceed an amount equal 
to $500 per mile length of the longest proposed route. All money received 
pursuant to this subdivision shall be deposited in a special account. Money in the 
account is appropriated to the board to pay expenses incurred in processing 
applications for construction permits in accordance with sections 116C.51 to 
116C.69 and in the event the expenses are less than the fee paid, to refund the 
excess to the applicant. 

Subd. 3. Funding; assessment. The board shall finance its base line studies, 
general environmental studies, development of criteria, inventory preparation, 
monitoring of conditions placed on site certificates and construction permits, and 
all other work, other than specific site and route designation, from an assessment 
made quarterly, at least 30 days before the start of each quarter, by the board 
against all utilities. Each share shall be determined as follows: (1) the ratio that 
the annual retail kilowatt-hour sales in the state of each utility bears to the annual 
total retail kilowatt-hour sales in the state of all such utilities, multiplied by 0.667, 
plus (2) the ratio that the annual gross revenue from retail kilowatt-hour sales in 
the state of each utility bears to the annual total gross revenues from retail 
kilowatt-hour sales in the state of all such utilities, multiplied by 0.333, as 
determined by the board. The assessment shall be credited to the general fund 
and shall be paid to the state treasury within 30 days after receipt of the bill, which 
shall constitute notice of said assessment and demand of payment thereof. The 
total amount which may be assessed to the several utilities under authority of this 
subdivision shall not exceed the annual budget of the board for carrying out the 
purposes of this subdivision. The assessment for the second quarter of each fiscal 
year shall be adjusted to compensate for the amount by which actual expenditures 
by the board for the preceding fiscal year were more or less than the estimated 
expenditures previously assessed. 

History: 1981 c 356 s 313-315 
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