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CHAPTER 112
WATERSHEDS
112.36 Establishment of districts. 112.53 Notice of hearing, contents.
112.43 Managers; powers, duties. 112,611 Budget; tax levy.

112.36 ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS.

Subdivision 1. General power. The board is hereby vested with jurisdiction,
power, and authority, upon filing of a nominating petition, to establish a water-
shed district and define and fix the boundaries thereof, all areas of which shall be
contiguous and which may be entirely within or partly within and partly without
any county, and may include the whole or any part of any watershed or
watersheds within the discretion of the board and may include the whole or any
part of one or more counties, and to appoint the first board of managers thereof,
as herein provided.

Subd. 2. Purposes of district. A watershed district may be established for
any or all of the following conservation purposes:

(1) Control or alleviation of damage by flood waters;

(2) Improvement of stream channels for drainage, navigation, and any other
public purpose;

(3) Reclaiming or filling wet and overflowed lands;

(4) Providing water supply for irrigation;

(5) Regulating the flow of streams and conserving the waters thereof;

(6) Diverting or changing watercourses in whole or in part;

(7) Providing and conserving water supply for domestic, industrial, recreation-
al, agricultural, or other public use;

(8) Providing for sanitation and public health and regulating the use of
streams, ditches, or watercourses for the purpose of disposing of waste;

(9) Repair, improve, relocate, modify, consolidate, and abandon, in whole or
in part, drainage systems within a watershed district;

(10) Imposition of preventive or remedial measures for the control or allevia-
tion of land and soil erosion and siltation of watercourses or bodies of water
affected thereby;

(11) Regulating improvements by riparian landowners of the beds, banks, and
shores of lakes, streams, and marshes by permit or otherwise in order to preserve
the same for beneficial use;

(12) Providing for the generation of hydroelectric power; and

(13) Protecting or enhancing the quality of water in watercourses or bodies of
water.

History: [981 ¢ 256 s 2
112.43 MANAGERS; POWERS, DUTlES
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 2. The district court may enforce by injunction or other appropriate
order the provisions of sections 112.37 to 112.801 and any rule or regulation
adopted or order issued by the managers thereunder.

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S.1980]
History: 1Sp1981 c 4 art 1 s 71
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112.53 NOTICE OF HEARING, CONTENTS.

Subdivision 1. The managers shall by publication give notice of the penden-
cy of the petition or resolution; the time and place for hearing thereon; that the
engineer’s and appraisers’ reports, including the plans, have been filed with the
managers and are subject to inspection. The notice shall contain a brief descrip-
tion of the proposed improvement, together with a description of the properties
benefited or damaged, and the names of the owners thereof, the public and other
corporations affected thereby as shown by the engineer’s ‘and appraisers” reports.
A map of the affected area may be included in the notice in lieu of the names of
the owners or of the descriptions of the properties affected by the project or both.
The notice shall require all parties interested in the proposed improvement to
appear before the managers at the time and place designated in the notice and
there present their objections, if any they have, and show cause why an order
should not be made by the managers granting the petition and confirming the
reports of the engineer and the appraisers and ordering the establishment and
construction of the improvement.

Subd. 2. Mailing. The managers shall give notice by mail, within one week
after the beginning of publication, to the director and to each person, corporation,
and public body that owns property benefited or damaged by the proposed
improvement as shown by the engineers and appraisers report. The notice shall
contain a brief description of the proposed improvement and state: that the
engineer’s and appraisers’ report are on file with the managers and available for
public inspection; the time and place of hearing; and that the addressee’s name
appears as an affected party.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1980]

Subd. 4. Where the improvement affects the lands and properties in more
than one county, separate notices shall be prepared and published in each county
affected showing only the general description of the proposed improvement and
the names and descriptions of the properties affected in the county or, in lieu of
the names or descriptions or both, a map of the area affected in the county.
Notice by mail as provided in subdivision 2 shall be given.

History: 1981 ¢ 256 s 3-5

112.611 BUDGET; TAX LEVY.

Subdivision 1. On or before October 1 of each year the managers shall
adopt a budget for the ensuing year and shall decide upon the total amount
necessary to be raised from ad valorem tax levies to meet its budget. Before
adopting a budget the managers shall hold a public hearing on the proposed
budget. The managers shall publish a notice of the hearing together with a
summary of the proposed budget in one or more newspapers of general circulation
in each county into which the watershed district extends. The notice and
summary shall be published once each week for two successive weeks before the
hearing. The last publication shall be at least two days before the hearing.

After adoption of the budget and no later than October 1, the secretary of the
district shall certify to the auditor of each county within the district the county’s
share of such tax, which shall be an amount bearing the same proportion to the
total levy as the assessed valuation of the area of the county within the watershed
bears to the assessed valuation of the entire watershed district. The maximum
amount of any levy shall not exceed that provided for in Minnesota Statutes 1961,
Section 112.61 and acts amendatory thereof.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1980]
History: 1981 c 88 s 1
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