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CHAPTER 10A 

ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 
10A.01 Definitions. 10A.316 Repealed. 
10A.255 Adjustment by consumer price index. 10A.32 Limitations upon the slate election cam-
10A.31 Designation of income tax payments. paign fund. 

10A.01 DEFINITIONS. 

[For text of subds 1 to II. see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 12. "Major political party" means a major political party as defined 
in section 200.02, subdivision 7. 

[For text of subds 13 to 17. see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 18. "Public official" means any: 

(a) Member of the legislature; 

(b) Constitutional officer in the executive branch and his chief administrative 
deputy; 

(c) Member, chief administrative officer or deputy chief administrative officer 
of a state board or commission which has at least one of the following powers: (i) 
the power to adopt, amend or repeal rules, or (ii) the power to adjudicate contested 
cases or appeals; 

(d) Commissioner, deputy commissioner or assistant commissioner of any 
state department as designated pursuant to section 15.01; 

(e) Individual employed in the executive branch who is authorized to adopt, 
amend or repeal rules or adjudicate contested cases; 

(f) Executive director of the state board of investment; 

(g) Executive director of the Indian affairs intertribal board; 

(h) Commissioner of the iron range resources and rehabilitation board; 

(i) Director of mediation services; 

(j) Deputy of any official listed in clauses (e) to (i); 

(k) Judge of the workers' compensation court of appeals; 

(1) Hearing examiner or compensation judge in the state office of administra­
tive hearings or hearing examiner in the department of economic security; 

(m) Solicitor general or deputy, assistant or special assistant attorney general; 

(n) Individual employed by the legislature as secretary of the senate, legisla­
tive auditor, chief clerk of the house, revisor of statutes, or researcher or attorney 
in the office of senate research, senate counsel, or house research; or 

(o) Member or chief administrative officer of the metropolitan council, 
metropolitan transit commission, metropolitan waste control commission, metro­
politan parks and open spaces commission, metropolitan airports commission or 
metropolitan sports facilities commission. 

[For text of subds 19 to 23. see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1981 c 29 art 7 s 1; 1981 c 346 s 1 
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27 ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 10AJ1 

10A.255 ADJUSTMENT BY CONSUMER PRICE INDEX. 
Subdivision 1. The dollar amounts provided in section 10A.25, subdivision 

2, shall be adjusted for general election year 1984 and subsequent general election 
years as provided in this section. By June 1 of the general election year, the 
executive director of the board shall determine the percentage increase in the 
consumer price index from April of the last general election year to April of the 
year in which the determination is made. The dollar amounts used for the 
preceding general election year shall be multiplied by that percentage. The 
product of the calculation shall be added to each dollar amount to produce the 
dollar limitations to be in effect for the next general election. The product shall 
be rounded up to the next highest whole dollar. The index used shall be the 
revised consumer price index for all urban consumers for the St. Paul-Minneapolis 
metropolitan area prepared by the United States department of labor with 1967 as 
a base year. 

Subd. 2. The dollar amounts provided in section 10A.25, subdivision 2, shall 
be adjusted for 1982 in the manner provided in subdivision 1, except that the 
percentage increase in the consumer price index shall be determined from April of 
1974 to April of 1982 and the adjustment shall be calculated by the executive 
director by June 1, 1982. 

History: 1980 c 587 art 3 s 3 

10A31 DESIGNATION OF INCOME TAX PAYMENTS. 
Subdivision 1. Every individual resident of Minnesota who files a tax return 

or a renter and homeowner property tax refund return with the commissioner of 
revenue may designate that $2 shall be paid from the general fund of the state into 
the state elections campaign fund. If a husband and wife file a joint return, each 
spouse may designate that $2 shall be paid. An individual who is 18 years of age 
or older, who is a resident of Minnesota, and who is a dependent of another 
individual who files a tax return or a renter and homeowner property tax refund 
return, may designate that $2 shall be paid from the general fund of the state into 
the state elections campaign fund. No individual shall be allowed to designate $2 
more than once in any year. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 3. The commissioner of the department of revenue shall provide on 
the first page of the income tax form and the renter and homeowner property tax 
refund return a space for the filing individual and any adult dependent of that 
individual to indicate whether or not he wishes to allocate $2 ($4 if filing a joint 
return) from the general fund of the state to finance the election campaigns of 
state candidates. The form shall also contain language prepared by the commis­
sioner which permits the individual to direct the state to allocate the $2 (or $4 if 
filing a joint return) to: (i) one of the major political parties; (ii) any minor 
political party as defined in section 10A.01, subdivision 13, which qualifies under 
the provisions of subdivision 3a; or (iii) all qualifying candidates as provided by 
subdivision 7. The dependent on the tax return or the renter and homeowner 
property tax refund return shall sign a statement which authorizes the designation 
of $2. The renter and homeowner property tax refund return shall include 
instructions that the individual filing the return may designate $2 on the return 
only if he has not designated $2 on the income tax return. 

[For text of subds 3a and 4, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 5. In each calendar year the moneys in each party account and the 
general account shall be allocated to candidates as follows: 
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(1) 21 percent for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor together; 
(2) 3.6 percent for the office of attorney general; 
(3) 1.8 percent each for the offices of secretary of state, state auditor and state 

treasurer; 
(4) In each calendar year during the period in which state senators serve a 

four year term, 23-1/3 percent for the office of state senator and 46-2/3 percent 
for the office of state representative; 

(5) In each calendar year during the period in which state senators serve a two 
year term, 35 percent each for the offices of state senator and state representative; 

(6) To assure that moneys will be returned to the counties from which they 
were collected, and to assure that the distribution of those moneys rationally 
relates to the support for particular parties or for particular candidates within 
legislative districts, moneys from the party accounts for legislative candidates shall 
be distributed as follows: 

Each candidate for the state senate and state house of representatives whose 
name is to appear on the ballot in the general election shall receive moneys from 
his party account set aside for candidates of the state senate or state house of 
representatives, whichever applies, according to the following formula; 

For each county within his district the candidate's share of the dollars 
allocated in that county to his party account and set aside for that office shall be: 

(a) The sum of the votes cast in the last general election in that part of the 
county in his district for all candidates of his party (i) whose names appeared on 
the ballot in each voting precinct of the state and (ii) for the state senate and state 
house of representatives, divided by 

(b) The sum of the votes cast in that county in the last general election for all 
candidates of his party (i) whose names appeared on the ballot in each voting 
precinct in the state and (ii) for the state senate and state house of representatives, 
multiplied by 

(c) The amount in his party account allocated in that county and set aside for 
the candidates for the office for which he is a candidate. 

The sum of all the county shares calculated in the formula above is the 
candidate's share of his party account. 

In a year in which an election for the state senate occurs, with respect to votes 
for candidates for the state senate only, "last general election" means the last 
general election in which an election for the state senate occurred. 

For any party under whose name no candidate's name appeared on the ballot 
in each voting precinct in the state in the last general election, "last general 
election" means the last general election in which the name of a candidate of that 
party appeared on the ballot in each voting precinct in the state. 

If in a district there was no candidate of a party for the state senate or state 
house of representatives in the last general election, or if a candidate for the state 
senate or state house of representatives was unopposed, the vote for that office for 
that party shall be the average vote of all the remaining candidates of that party in 
each county of that district whose votes are included in the sums in clauses (a) and 
(b). The average vote shall be added to the sums in clauses (a) and (b) before the 
calculation is made for all districts in the county. 

Money from a party account not distributed to candidates for state senator 
and representative in any election year shall be returned to the general fund of the 
state. Money from a party account not distributed to candidates for other offices 
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in an election year shall be returned to the party account for reallocation to 
candidates as provided in clauses (1) to (6) of this subdivision in the following 
year. Moneys from the general account refused by any candidate shall be 
distributed to all other qualifying candidates in proportion to their shares as 
provided in this subdivision. 

[For text of subds 6 to 11, see M.S. 1980] 

History: 1980 c 587 art 3 s 4-6; 1981 c 343 s 1 

10A316 [Never effective] 

10A32 LIMITATIONS UPON THE STATE ELECTION CAMPAIGN FUND. 

[For text of subds 1 to 3b, see M.S. 1980] 

Subd. 4. If a political party for whose candidates funds have been accumu­
lated in the state elections campaign fund does not have a candidate for the office 
of state senator or representative at a general election, the moneys set aside for 
that office shall be returned to the general fund of the state. If that party does not 
have a candidate for any other office at a general election the money set aside for 
that office shall be returned to the general account of the state elections campaign 
fund for reallocation to candidates as provided in section 10A.31, subdivision 5, 
clauses (1) to (6). 

History: 1980 c 587 art 3 s 7 
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