
97.4841 GAME AND FISH 

(a) Development of state wetlands and designated waterfowl management 
lakes for maximum migratory waterfowl production; 

(b) Protection and propagation of migratory waterfowl; 

(c) Development, restoration, maintenance or preservation of migratory wat­
erfowl habitat; 

(d) Acquisition of structure sites and access thereto; and 

(e) Necessary related administrative costs in an amount not to exceed ten 
percent of the annual deposits into the game and fish fund attributable to the sale 
of stamps. 

[ 1977 c 317 s 1 ] 

97.56 Removal of beaver from state owned lands. 

In any county in the state where the board of county commissioners shall by 
resolution request him to do so, the commissioner of natural resources may take 
necessary steps to remove beaver, at state expense, from state owned lands located 
in that county. 

[ 1977 c 310 s 1 ] 

CHAPTER 98. LICENSES, TAKING OF GAME AND FISH 

Sec. Sec. 
98.46 Fees. 98.50 Issuance. 
98.47 Exemptions. 98.501 Agents fee. {New] 

98.52 Loss and revocation of licenses. 

98.46 Fees. 
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 2. Fees for the following licenses, to be issued to residents only, shall 
be: 

(1) To take small game, $5; 

(2) To take deer or bear, or both, with firearms during the period in which 
the licensee may take deer, $10; 

(3) To take deer or bear, or both, with bow and arrow during the period in 
which the licensee may take deer, $10; 

(4) To take fish by angling, $5; 

(5) Combination husband and wife, to take fish by angling, $8; 

(6) To take moose, $100 for an individual or for a party of not to exceed four 
persons; 

(7) To take bear only, $7.50; 

(8) To take turkeys, $10, in addition to a small game license. 

Subd. 2a. The commissioner of natural resources shall issue Minnesota 
sportsman licenses by March 1, 1978. The licenses shall be issued to residents only. 
The fee for licenses shall be $9 if the angling license is for one person and $12 if 
the angling license is a combination husband and wife license. These fees do not in­
clude the surcharge authorized pursuant to section 97.482 nor the state waterfowl 
stamp required by section 97.4841. 
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LICENSES, TAKING OF GAME AND FISH 98.46 

The license shall authorize the licensee to: 

(1) Take small game; 

(2) Take fish by angling. 

The game and fish subcommittee of the house of representatives and the fish 
and wildlife subcommittee of the senate shall study the feasibility of other combina­
tions for sportsman's licenses prior to January 1, 1978. 

[For text of subds 3 to 11, see M.S. 1976] 

Subd. 12. (a) Fees for the following licenses to fish commercially in Lake Su­
perior, to be issued to residents only, shall be: 

(1) For not to exceed 1,000 feet (305 m) of gill net of mesh size not less than 
2.25 inch (5.75 cm) nor more than 2.75 inch (7 cm) extension measure, $50 plus $1 
for each additional 1,000 feet (305 m); 

(2) For not to exceed 1,000 feet (305 m) of gill net of mesh size not less than 
4.5 inch (11.5 cm) mesh extension measure, $50 plus $1 for each additional 1,000 
feet (305 m); 

net; 
(3) For a pound or trap net, $50 plus $1 for each additional pound or trap 

(4) For a helper's license, $5. 

(b) A license to fish commercially in Lake Superior shall be issued only to a 
resident who, except as herein provided: 

(1) Possesses 5,000 feet of gill net of mesh sizes permitted in section 102.28 
or two pound nets; 

(2) Landed fish in the previous year with a value of at least $1,500, except 
for those state waters from Duluth to Silver Bay upon the discretion of the com­
missioner; and 

(3) Engaged in commercial fishing for at least 50 days of the previous year. 

An applicant for a license in 1978 must have met the requirements of subdivi­
sion 12, clause (b) during two of the previous three years. 

An applicant shall be issued a license without meeting the requirements of 
subdivision 12, clause (b) if the applicant is 65 or more years of age and has held a 
license continuously since 1947. An applicant may be issued a license, at the discre­
tion of the commissioner, if his failure to meet the requirements of subdivision 12, 
clause (b) resulted from illness or other mitigating circumstances, or he has 
reached the age of 65 and has been licensed at least ten of the previous 15 years. 
Persons receiving licenses under the provisions for applicants 65 years of age or 
more must be in attendance at the setting and lifting of nets. The commissioner 
may issue multiple licenses to individuals who meet the requirements of subdivision 
12, clause (b), and have held multiple licenses prior to 1978. 

(c) A license may be issued to an applicant who has not fished commercially 
on Lake Superior before, if the applicant: 
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98.46 LICENSES, TAKING OF GAME AND FISH 

(1) Shows a bill of sale indicating the purchase of gear and facilities con­
nected with an existing license; or 

(2) Shows proof of inheritance of all the gear and facilities connected with an 
existing license; or 

(3) Has served at least two years as a helper in a Minnesota Lake Superior li­
censed commercial fishing operation; and 

(4) Has no record of conviction for violating chapters 97 to 102 in the preced­
ing three years. 

[For text of subd 13, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 14. Fees for the following licenses, to be issued to nonresidents, shall 
be; 

(1) To take small game and unprotected quadrupeds with firearms and bow 
and arrows, $25; 

(2) To take deer and bear during the period in which the licensee may take 
deer, and unprotected quadrupeds with firearms and bow and arrows, $60; 

(3) To take deer and bear during the period in which the licensee may take 
deer, and unprotected quadrupeds with a bow and arrows only, $25; 

(4) To take bear, $25.25; 

(5) To take turkeys, $30, in addition to a small game license. 

[For text of subds 15 to 20, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 21. The commissioner may by order require every licensee to tag at the 
place where trapped, beaver, fisher or otter. The tag will be of a type prescribed by 
the commissioner and bearing the license number of the owner and the year of its 
issue. Tags will be issued with the license at no additional cost. During the calendar 
years 1977 and 1978 the commissioner shall require the tagging of fisher in the 
manner designated in this subdivision. 

[For text of subds 22 to 24, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 240 s 1; 1977 c 310 s 2-5; 1977 c 317 s 3 ] 

98.47 Exemptions. 
[For text of subds 1 to 16, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 17. Residents who are receiving aid under the federal railroad retire­
ment act of 1937, 45 United States Code Annotated, Section 228b(a)5, or who are 
former employees of the United States Postal Service who are receiving disability 
pay under USCA Title 5, Section 8337, may take fish by angling or spear without a 
license. 

[ 1977 c 267 s 1 ] 

98.50 Issuance. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 5. Any resident desiring to sell the licenses referred to in subdivision 1 
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LICENSES, TAKING OF GAME AND FISH 98.52 

may either purchase for cash or obtain on consignment license blanks from a 
county auditor in groups of not less than five non-resident, and ten resident license 
blanks. In addition to the basic license fee, he shall collect a fee for issuing each li­
cense in the amount of 75 cents for the license to take deer and for the sportsman 
license authorized in section 98.46, subdivision 2a, and 50 cents for all other li­
censes. The state migratory waterfowl stamp required by section 97.4841 shall be 
considered to be a "license" within the meaning of this subdivision except when 
such stamp and a small game license are issued in the same transaction in which 
case the stamp shall be considered a part of the small game license and only one 
issuing fee shall be collected. In selling such licenses, he shall be deemed an agent 
of the county auditor and the commissioner, and he shall observe all rules and reg­
ulations promulgated by the commissioner for the accounting for and handling of 
such licenses. 

The county auditor shall promptly deposit all moneys received from the sale 
of licenses with the county treasurer, and shall promptly transmit such reports as 
may be required by the commissioner, together with his warrant on the county 
treasurer for 100 percent of the surcharge imposed by section 97.482 plus 96 per­
cent of the price to the licensee, exclusively of said surcharge and the issuing fee, 
for each license sold or consigned by him and subsequently sold to a licensee dur­
ing the accounting period. The county auditor shall retain as his commission four 
percent of all license fees, excluding issuing fees for licenses consigned to suba-
gents. In addition, for licenses sold for cash directly to the licensee, the auditor 
shall collect the same issuing fee as a subagent. Unsold license blanks in the hands 
of any agent shall be redeemed by the commissioner if presented for redemption 
within the time prescribed by the commissioner therefor. Any license blanks not 
presented for redemption within the period prescribed shall be conclusively pre­
sumed to have been sold, and the agent possessing the same or to whom they are 
charged shall be accountable therefor. The commissioner shall collect the same is­
suing fee as a subagent for licenses sold directly through a license distribution cen­
ter operated by the department of natural resources. The issuing fees so collected 
by the commissioner shall be credited to the game and fish fund. 

[For text of subds 6 to 10, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 310 s 6; 1977 c 317 s 4 ] 

98.501 Agents fee. 
The basic license fee for each license referred to in section 98.50, subdivision 

1, shall be increased by the amount of the seller's fee permitted by section 98.50, 
subdivision 5, for that particular license. The seller shall collect his fee by retaining 
the permitted fee from the purchase price of a license. Each license shall contain an 
explanation of the amount of the license fee which is retained by the seller of the 
license as his fee. 

[ 1977 c 310 s 7] 

NOTE: This section is effective March 1, 1978 pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 310, Section 
19. 

98.52 Loss and revocation of licenses. 

Subdivision 1. Except as otherwise provided herein, the license of any person 
who is convicted of violating any provisions of chapters 97 to 102, or any order or 
regulation duly prescribed by the commissioner under authority thereof, relating to 
the license or to the wild animals covered thereby, shall immediately become null 
and void, and no license of the same kind shall be issued to such person for three 
years after the date of conviction if the license is a big game license, or for one 
year after the date of conviction if the license is other than a big game license. Ev­
ery person convicted of doing anything without a license for which chapters 97 to 
102 require a license, shall forfeit his right to secure such a license for a period of 
three years from a conviction related to big game, or for a period of one year from 
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a conviction other than a conviction related to big game. 

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S.1976] 

[ /977 c 110 s 2 ] 

CHAPTER 100. QUADRUPEDS, BIRDS 

Sec. Sec. 
100.26 Unprotected animals. 100.28 Limits. 
100.27 Seasons. 100.29 Restrictions and prohibitions. 

100.26 Unprotected animals. 

Subdivision 1. Weasel, coyote (brush wolf), gopher, porcupine, badger, and all 
other quadrupeds for which no closed season or other protection is accorded by 
chapters 97 to 102, are unprotected animals and may be taken either in the daytime 
or at night, and in any manner, except with the aid of artificial lights, and pos­
sessed, bought, sold or transported in any quantity, provided that for the safety of 
humans and domestic stock, poison may not be used in the taking thereof, except 
in the manner authorized by section 18.022. It shall be unlawful to intentionally 
drive, chase, run over or kill with any motor propelled vehicle any unprotected ani­
mals. 

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 310 s 8 ] 

100.27 Seasons. 
Subdivision 1. Except as otherwise specifically provided, there shall be no 

open season on elk, caribou, antelope, marten, or wolverine. 
Subd. 2. Deer, moose and bear may be taken in such areas of the state, under 

such restrictions and on such dates within the periods hereafter prescribed as the 
commissioner may, by order, provide: 

(1) Deer and bear by bow and arrow; legal muzzle loading firearms as de­
fined in section 100.29, subdivision 3, clause (2), or both, between September 1 and 
December 31 and in any areas of the state designated by the commissioner. Legal 
muzzle loading firearms shall be permitted by the commissioner on public lands 
only; 

(2) Deer, by legal firearms and with bow and arrow, between November 1 
and December 15, with the length of the season to be determined by the commis­
sioner; and 

(3) Moose, between January 1 and December 31 in any of the calendar years 
1976 through 1979 as determined by the commissioner, by legal firearms and with 
bow and arrow, in areas of the state, and under such restrictions and on such dates 
as the commissioner may by order provide; for purposes of this section a split sea­
son in any one calendar year shall be considered as one season. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner shall prescribe by order the areas within the state 
and any other restrictions under which the following animals may be taken and 
possessed, subject to all other provisions of chapters 97 to 102, between the dates, 
if any, set opposite the species: 

(1) Grey and fox squirrels, October 15 and December 31 statewide; and dur­
ing any other times, within any areas, and subject to any other restrictions as the 
commissioner by order may prescribe; 

(2) Jack rabbits, cottontail rabbits and varying hare or snowshoe rabbits, Sep­
tember 16 and March 1; 

(3) Raccoon, October 15 and December 31 statewide. Notwithstanding the re­
strictions imposed by this subdivision, raccoon may be treed without being taken 
by the use of dogs at any time during the year, except for those restrictions found 
in section 100.29, subdivision 20; 
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