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473.121 Definitions. 

[For text of subds 1 to 13, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 14. "Regional recreation open space" means land and water areas, or 
interests therein, and facilities determined by the metropolitan council to be of re­
gional importance in providing for a balanced system of public outdoor recreation 
for the metropolitan area, including but not limited to park reserves, major linear 
parks and trails, large recreation parks, and conservatories, zoos, and other special 
use facilities. 

[For text of subds 15 and 16, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 17. [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 

Subd. 18. "Operator" means any person engaged or seeking to engage in the 
business of providing public transit. 

6. 
Subd. 18a. "Paratransit" has the meaning given in section 174.22, subdivision 

Subd. 19. "Public transit" or "transit" means transportation of passengers for 
hire within the transit area by means of a motor vehicle or other means of convey­
ance by any person operating as a common carrier on fixed routes and schedules. 
"Public transit" shall not include transportation of children to or from school or of 
passengers between a common carrier terminal station and a hotel or motel, trans­
portation by a common carrier railroad or common carrier railroads or by taxi, 
transportation furnished by a person solely for his or its employees or customers, 
or paratransit. 

Subd. 20. "Public transit system" or "transit system" means, without limita­
tion, a combination of property, structures, improvements, equipment, plants, park-

710 

                                         
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1977 SUPPLEMENT



METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 473.141 

ing or other facilities, and rights, or any thereof, used or useful for the purposes of 
public transit. 

[For text of subds 21 to 35, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 347 s 68; 1977 c 421 s 6; 1977 c 454 s 29-32 ] 

473.123 Metropolitan council. 

[For text of subds I to 3, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 4. Chairman; appointment, duties, (a) The chairman of the metropolitan 
council shall be appointed by the governor as the 17th voting member thereof by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate to serve at his pleasure. He shall be 
a person experienced in the field of municipal and urban affairs with administrative 
training and executive ability. 

(b) The chairman of the metropolitan council shall preside at the meetings of 
the metropolitan council and shall act as principal executive officer. He shall orga­
nize the work of the metropolitan council, appoint all officers and employees 
thereof, subject to the approval of the metropolitan council, and be responsible for 
carrying out all policy decisions of the metropolitan council. His salary shall be as 
provided in section 15A.081, and he shall be eligible for expenses in the same man­
ner and amount as state employees. 

[For text of subds 5 and 6, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 35 s 6] 

473.141 Membership, procedures, officers and employees of metropolitan commissions. 

[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 4. Qualifications. Each member shall be a resident of the precinct for 
which he is appointed and shall not during his term of office hold the office of met­
ropolitan council member, or be a member of another metropolitan commission, the 
metropolitan airports commission or the metropolitan sports facilities commission 
or hold any judicial office. Each member shall qualify by taking and subscribing the 
oath of office prescribed by the Minnesota Constitution, Article 5, Section 5. Such 
oath, duly certified by the official administering the same, shall be filed with the 
executive director of the metropolitan council. 

[For text of subds 5 and 6, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 7. Compensation. Each commission member shall be paid a per diem 
compensation of $50 for each meeting and for such other services as authorized by 
the commission, and shall be reimbursed for all actual and necessary expenses in­
curred in the performance of his duties in the same manner and amount as state 
employees. The chairman shall receive a salary in an amount fixed by section 
15A.081 and shall be reimbursed for reasonable expenses to the same extent as a 
member; provided that the chairman of the metropolitan sports facilities commis­
sion shall receive, unless otherwise provided by other law, a salary in an amount 
fixed by the members of the commission and shall be reimbursed for reasonable ex­
penses to the same extent as a member. 

[For text of subds 8 to 11, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 12. Public employees. All persons employed by the chief administrator 
shall be public employees, and shall have all rights and duties conferred on public 
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employees under sections 179.61 to 179.76. The compensation and other conditions 
of employment of such employees shall not be governed by any rule applicable to 
state employees in the classified service nor to any of the provisions of chapter 
15A, unless the council so provides. All employees of the commission shall be 
members of the Minnesota state retirement system, except that employees, who by 
reason of their prior employment belonged to another public retirement association 
in the state of Minnesota, may at their option continue membership in that public 
retirement association, and all other rights to which they are entitled by contract or 
law. Tradesmen employed by the metropolitan waste control commission with trade 
union pension coverage pursuant to a collective bargaining agreement who elected 
exclusion from coverage pursuant to section 473.512 or who are first employed af­
ter July 1, 1977 shall not be covered by the Minnesota state retirement system. The 
commission shall make the employer's contributions to pension funds of its employ­
ees. Employees shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by the commission. 
Nothing in Laws 1974, Chapter 422 shall impair the rights of any commission or 
employee under sections 473.405 and 473.415. 

[For text of subds 13 and 14, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 35 s 7; 1977 c 98 s 2; 1977 c 305 s 43; 1977 c 454 s 47 ] 

NOTE: Laws 1977, Chapter 454, Section 48 reads as follows: 

"Sec. 48. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 473.141, subdivision 5, the terms of office 
of all members of the metropolitan transit commission who were not appointed by the metropolitan 
council shall terminate on July 1, 1977. Successors to those members shall be appointed by the coun­
cil to terms ending on the first Monday in January, 1979. Thereafter, successors to those members 
shall be appointed to terms as provided in section 473.141, subdivision 5." 

473.302 Regional recreation open space system; purpose. 

The legislature finds that the pressure of urbanization and development 
threatens valuable recreational open space areas in the metropolitan area at the 
same time as the need for such areas is increased. Immediate action is therefore 
necessary to provide funds to acquire, preserve, protect and develop regional recre­
ational open space for public use. 

[ 1977 c 421 s 7] 

473.303 Metropolitan parks and open space commission. 

[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 6. Compensation. Members and the chairman shall be compensated as 
provided for members of metropolitan commissions. 

[ 1977 c 421 s8] 

473.315 Grants. 
Subdivision 1. The metropolitan council with the advice of the commission 

may make grants, from any funds available to it for recreation open space pur­
poses, to any municipality, park district or county located wholly or partially within 
the metropolitan area to cover the cost, or any portion of the cost, of acquiring or 
developing regional recreation open space in accordance with the policy plan; and 
all such agencies may enter into contracts for this purpose or rights or interests 
therein. The cost of acquisition shall include any payments required for relocation 
pursuant to sections 117.50 to 117.56. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 421 s 9] 
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473.326 Como Park zoo; bonds. 

Subdivision 1. Subject to the provisions of subdivision 2, the metropolitan 
council shall by resolution authorize the issuance of general obligation bonds of the 
council in an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $2,300,000, in addition to 
the amount authorized under the provisions of section 473.325. The proceeds shall 
be used by the council for grants to the city of St. Paul for the repair, construction, 
reconstruction, improvement, and rehabilitation of the Como Park zoo owned and 
operated by the city. The bonds shall be sold, issued, and secured as provided in 
section 473.325, and the terms of each series thereof shall be fixed so that the an­
nual principal and interest payments thereon, together with those on all outstand­
ing and undischarged bonds issued pursuant to section 473.325, will not exceed the 
limit provided in that section. 

Subd. 2. The city council shall cause to be prepared, approve, and submit to 
the metropolitan council plans for any work for which a grant is requested. The 
metropolitan council shall determine whether the plans are consistent with Ramsey 
county's master plan and the metropolitan council's policy plan for regional recrea­
tion open space. If not, or if the determination cannot be made on the basis of the 
plans as submitted, they shall be returned with comments to the city council for re­
vision and resubmission. No bonds shall be issued under this section until the plans 
for the work to be financed thereby are approved by the metropolitan council. 

Subd. 3. Of any state funds reappropriated to the metropolitan council for 
use for the acquisition and betterment of regional recreation open space, at least 
$1,400,000 shall be used by the council for grants to the city of St. Paul for the re­
pair, construction, reconstruction, improvement, and rehabilitation of the Como 
Park zoo. 

Subd. 4. No grant made under this section shall affect the city's ownership of 
or power to manage and operate the zoo, in a manner consistent with the master 
plan and policy plan. 

[ J977 c 436 s 1 ) 

473.402 Policy; goals. 

Subdivision 1. The legislature finds and determines that, for the protection 
and advancement of the public health, safety, and welfare of the metropolitan area 
and the entire state, and in order to provide for adequate public transit and para-
transit within the area to increase vehicle occupancy, and to reduce the use of vehi­
cles occupied by only one person and the congestion, energy consumption, highway 
damage, pollution, waste, and other costs associated with such use, there is need 
for the establishment of the transit area herein defined, for the creation of a metro­
politan transit commission therefor with the powers and duties herein prescribed, 
for the implementation of a comprehensive transportation policy plan for the area 
and for the other measures herein provided. 

Subd. 2. The metropolitan transit commission, in addition to other duties and 
purposes, shall have the following performance goals: 

(a) To increase the number of persons riding and the rate at which persons 
are diverted from driving to riding. 

(b) To achieve the fullest and most efficient use of public resources and in­
vestments in public transit and paratransit; 

(c) To increase service levels within geographic areas and on routes and route 
segments characterized by high density of demand for service, transit dependent 
population, and little or no subsidy per passenger. 

[ 1977c 454 s 33 ) 

473.405 Operation. 

Subdivision 1. Legal status; general powers, (a) The transit area, with the 
commission as its governing body, shall be a public corporation and a political sub­
division of the state. All the powers vested and obligations or duties imposed upon 
the commission and acts of the commission by sections 473.401 to 473.451 shall be 
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deemed to be those of the transit area wherever necessary or appropriate, and shall 
be exercised, performed, and discharged in behalf of the area by the commission in 
its name as a public corporation and with like force and effect as if done in the 
name of the area, and for all such purposes, the commission shall have the same 
status and powers as the area, all subject to the provisions of section 473.449. The 
chairman and secretary of the commission shall have such powers as are delegated 
to them by the commission. 

(b) The commission shall have the power to plan, engineer, construct, equip, 
and operate transit and paratransit systems, projects, or any parts thereof, includ­
ing road lanes or rights of way, terminal facilities, maintenance and garage facili­
ties, ramps, parking areas, and any other facilities useful for or related to any pub­
lic transit or paratransit system or project. The commission may acquire by 
purchase, lease, gift, or condemnation proceedings any real or personal property, 
franchises, easements, or other rights of any kind for such purposes, or which may 
be necessary or proper for the discharge of its powers and duties. The commission 
shall have the power to acquire by purchase, lease, gift, or condemnation proceed­
ings any existing public transit system or any part thereof, including all or any part 
of the plant, equipment, shares of stock, property, real, personal, or mixed, rights 
in property, reserve funds, special funds, franchises, licenses, patents, permits and 
papers, documents and records belonging to any operator of a public transit system 
within the transit area, and may in connection therewith assume any or all liabili­
ties of any operator of a public transit system. The commission may not acquire 
any existing public transit system until such acquisition has been approved by a 
majority of the metropolitan council. The commission may hold, use, improve, oper­
ate, maintain, lease, exchange, transfer, sell, or otherwise dispose of any of its 
property or rights to others and may contract with any operator or other persons 
for the use by any such operator or person of any such property or facilities under 
its control. 

The commission, if it proceeds to acquire any existing public transit system 
or any part thereof by condemnation, shall have the power to take control of and 
operate such system immediately following the filing and approval of the initial pe­
tition for condemnation, if the commission, in its discretion, determines such action 
to be necessary. This power shall include the possession of all right, title and other 
powers of ownership in all properties and facilities described in the petition. Such 
action shall be taken by resolution which shall be effective upon service of a copy 
thereof on the condemnee and the filing of the resolution in the condemnation ac­
tion. In the determination of the fair value of the existing public transit system, 
there shall not be included any value attributable to expenditures for improvements 
made by the transit commission. 

The commission may continue or terminate within three months of acquisi­
tion any advertising contract in existence by and between any advertiser and a 
transit system that the commission has acquired. If the commission determines to 
terminate such advertising contract, it shall acquire all of the advertiser's rights un­
der the contract by purchase or eminent domain proceedings as provided by law. 

The commission may sue and be sued and may enter into contracts which 
may be necessary or proper. The commission may accept gifts, grants, or loans of 
money or other property from the United States, the state, or any person or entity 
for such purposes, may enter into any agreement required in connection therewith, 
may comply with any federal or state laws or regulations applicable thereto, and 
may hold, use, and dispose of such money or property in accordance with the 
terms of the gift, grant, loan, or agreement relating thereto. The commission may 
establish an executive committee, a finance committee, and such other committees 
of its members as it deems necessary or proper in furtherance of the provisions of 
sections 473.401 to 473.451, and may authorize them to exercise in the intervals be­
tween commission meetings any powers of the commission except those expressly 
required by law to be exercised by the commission. 

Subd. 2. Management contracts. Notwithstanding any of the other provisions 
of sections 473.401 to 473.451, the commission shall have powers, in lieu of directly 
operating any public transit system, or any part thereof, to enter into management 
contracts with any persons, firms, or corporations for the management of said sys-
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tern for such period or periods of time, and under such compensation and other 
terms and conditions as shall be deemed advisable and proper by the commission 
and such persons, firms, or corporations. 

Such persons, firms, or corporations entering into management contracts with 
the commission may employ necessary personnel for the operation and mainte­
nance of said system as well as perform consulting and supervisory services for the 
commission. An incentive fee may be included in any management contract that is 
negotiated. The employees of any public transit system operated pursuant to the 
provisions of this subdivision shall, in case of any dispute arising under any exist­
ing or new collective bargaining agreement relating to the terms or conditions of 
their employment, have the right, for the purpose of resolving such dispute, either 
to engage in a concerted refusal to work or to invoke the processes of final and 
binding arbitration as provided by chapter 572, subject to any applicable provisions 
of the agreement not inconsistent with law. 

Whenever the commission shall directly operate any public transit system, or 
any part thereof, or enter into any management contract or other arrangement for 
the operation thereof, the commission shall take such action as may be necessary 
to extend to employees of affected public transit systems in the area, in accordance 
with seniority, the first opportunity for reasonably comparable employment in any 
available non-supervisory jobs in respect to such operations for which they can 
qualify after a reasonable training period. Such employment shall not result in any 
worsening of the employee's position in his former employment nor any loss of 
wages, hours, working conditions, seniority, fringe benefits, and rights and privi­
leges pertaining thereto. 

The commission may enter into an agreement specifying fair and equitable 
arrangements to protect the interests of employees who may be affected if the 
commission should acquire any interest in or purchase any facilities or other prop­
erty of a privately owned and operated transit system, or construct, improve, or re­
construct any such facilities or other such property acquired from any such system, 
or provide by contract or otherwise for the operation of transportation facilities or 
equipment in competition with, or supplementary to, the service provided by an ex­
isting transit system. Such agreement, specifying the terms and conditions of the 
protective arrangements, shall comply with any applicable requirements of sections 
473.401 to 473.451, and with the requirements of any federal law or regulation if 
federal aid is involved. Such an agreement may provide for final and binding arbi­
tration of any dispute. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S. 1976] 

[ 1977 c 454 s 34,35 ] 

473.408 Fare policy. 

Subdivision 1. Definition. "Off-peak hours" means the time from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. until the last bus on Monday through Friday of each week 
and all day Saturday, Sunday, and holidays designated by the commission. 

Subd. 2. Fare policy. Fares and fare collection systems shall be established 
and administered to accomplish the following purposes: 

(a) To encourage and increase transit and paratransit ridership with an em­
phasis on regular ridership; 

(b) To restrain increases in the average operating subsidy per passenger; 
(c) To ensure that no riders on any route pay more in fares than the average 

cost of providing the service on that route; 
(d) To ensure that operating revenues are proportioned to the cost of provid­

ing the service so as to reduce any disparity in the subsidy per passenger on routes 
in the transit system; and 

(e) To implement the social fares as set forth in subdivision 3. 

Subd. 3. Social fares. In off-peak hours the commission and other operators 
shall charge the following reduced fares for transit service: 
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(a) ten cents plus any zone charges for all persons under the age of 18 hold­
ing an identification card issued by the commission; 

(b) free fares for all persons 65 years of age and over holding a medicare 
card or other identification card authorized or approved by the commission; and 

(c) not more than one-half of the full fare for all handicapped persons, as de­
fined by the commission. 

Subd. 4. Downtown circulation fares. The commission and other operators may 
charge not less than ten cents for service on any route providing circulation service 
in a downtown area or community activity center. The commission and other oper­
ators shall not contribute more than 50 percent of the operating deficit of any such 
route that is confined to a downtown area or community activity center. 

Subd. 5. Other reduced fares prohibited; exception. Except for the advance sale 
of service through special passes or for other special promotional efforts, and ex­
cept as provided in subdivisions 3 and 4, the commission and other operators shall 
not grant any reduced fares for regular route bus service. 

[ 1977 c 454 s 36 ] 

473.409 Agreements with commission; encouragement of transit use. 

A state department or agency, including the legislative branch, any local gov­
ernmental unit, the metropolitan council, or other metropolitan commission may en­
ter into an agreement with the transit commission and other operators for the pur­
pose of encouraging the use of transit by its employees residing in the metropolitan 
area. The agreement may provide for, among other things: (a) the advance pur­
chase of tokens, tickets or other devices from the commission or other operator for 
use in lieu of fares on vehicles operated by the commission or other operator; and 
(b) special transit service for employees to and from their place of employment, at 
fares to be agreed upon by the contracting parties. The tokens, tickets, or other de­
vices or services may be made available to employees at reduced rates. Any such 
agreement and arrangement by a state department or agency shall be submitted to 
the commissioner of administration for approval before execution. Any operating 
deficits or subsidy resulting from such agreements shall be assumed by the con­
tracting department, agency, governmental unit, council, or other commission, un­
less otherwise provided in the agreement. 

[ 1977 c 454 s 37 ] 

473.411 Transportation development program. 

Subdivision 1. Development program. The commission shall prepare and sub­
mit in the manner provided in and satisfying the requirements of section 473.161, a 
transportation development program, providing for the implementation of the policy 
plan adopted by the council. In preparing the program, the commission shall con­
sult with counties and municipalities in the metropolitan area, the state transporta­
tion department and the state planning agency, and for that purpose may create 
such advisory committees as may be necessary. 

Such program shall provide for coordination of routes and operations of all 
publicly and privately owned transportation facilities within the transit area to the 
end that combined efficient and rapid transportation may be provided for the use of 
the public in the entire area. The commission may designate a segment of the sys­
tem planned as a pilot or demonstration transportation project using, without limi­
tation, new technology including airborne systems, or traditional systems of evolved 
or modern form. The transportation development program shall include the general 
alignment and profile, approximate points of access, facility classification, approxi­
mate cost, relation to other existing and planned transportation routes and facili­
ties, and a statement of the expected general effect on present and future use of 
the property within the corridor. The program shall be accompanied with a state­
ment of need for the proposed construction or improvement, a description of alter­
nate routes which were considered, and an explanation of the advantages and dis­
advantages in the selection of any route considered. The transportation 
development program shall also contain a description of the type of right of way or 
routes required; the type of transit service to be provided in each portion of the 
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system; designation of transit mode; and appropriate general operating criteria. The 
program shall also contain an operational improvement program which shall at 
least describe performance objectives and standards which the commission pro­
poses to achieve in satisfying policies, purposes, and goals established by the legis­
lature and the council; identify performance indicators by which to monitor and as­
sess progress in achieving the objectives and standards; and establish a route 
deficit limit. The program may include such other information as the council or the 
commission deems necessary. 

Subd. 2. [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
Subd. 3. Combination of public transit and highway systems; services of depart­

ment of transportation. The public transit system shall be designed and operated, as 
far as practicable, so as to provide, in combination with public highways, adequate 
means and facilities of maximum attainable efficiency for public transportation to, 
from, and within the metropolitan transit area, and to relieve the congestion, traffic 
hazards, and other objectionable conditions aforesaid on the public highways 
caused by lack of adequate provisions for public transit. The commission may make 
use of engineering and other technical and professional services, including regular 
staff and qualified consultants, which the commissioner of transportation can fur­
nish, upon fair and reasonable reimbursement for the cost thereof; provided, that 
the commission shall have final authority over the employment of any services 
from other sources which it may deem necessary for such purposes. The commis­
sioner of transportation may furnish all engineering, legal, and other services, if so 
requested by the commission and upon fair and reasonable reimbursement for the 
cost thereof by the commission, which the commission requests for the purposes 
stated in this subdivision, including the acquisition by purchase, condemnation, or 
otherwise in the name of the commission of all lands, waters, easements, or other 
rights or interests in lands or waters required by the commission. 

[For text of subds 4 and 5, see M.S. 1976] 

[ 1977 c 454 s 38,39 ] 

473.413 Commission; special provisions. 

[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 6. Succession to powers of department of public service. There shall be 
transferred to and vested in the transit commission all of the powers and functions 
of the Minnesota department of public service with respect to any public transit 
system or part thereof which has been or is acquired or constructed by and is 
owned and operated by or under the authority of the transit commission. The de­
partment of public service shall not have authority to exercise the powers and 
functions so transferred. 

[For text of subd 7, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 8. Commission; insurance. The commission may provide for self-
insurance or may otherwise provide for the insurance of any of its property, rights, 
or revenue, worker's compensation, public liability, or any other risk or hazard aris­
ing from its activities, and may provide for insuring any of its officers or employees 
against any such risk or hazard at the expense of the commission. If the commis­
sion provides for self insurance against its liability and the liability of its officers, 
employees and agents for damages resulting from its torts and those of its officers, 
employees and agents, including its obligation to pay basic economic loss benefits 
under sections 65B.41 to 65B.71, it shall be entitled to deduct from such damages 
and basic economic loss benefits all money paid or payable to the persons seeking 
damages and benefits from all governmental entities providing medical, hospital 
and disability benefits. 

[For text of subds 9 to 11, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 454 s 40,41 ] 
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473.415 Labor provisions. 

If the commission acquires an existing transit system, the commission shall 
assume and observe all existing labor contracts and pension obligations. All em­
ployees of such system except executive and administrative officers who are neces­
sary for the operation thereof by the commission shall be transferred to and ap­
pointed as employees of the commission for the purposes of the transit system, 
subject to all the rights and benefits of sections 473.401 to 473.451. Such employees 
shall be given seniority credit and sick leave, vacation, insurance, and pension cred­
its in accordance with the records or labor agreements from the acquired transit 
system. The commission shall assume the obligations of any transit system ac­
quired by it with regard to wages, salaries, hours, working conditions, sick leave, 
health and welfare and pension or retirement provisions for employees. The com­
mission and the employees, through their representatives for collective bargaining 
purposes, shall take whatever action may be necessary to have pension trust funds 
presently under the joint control of the acquired system and the participating em­
ployees through their representatives transferred to the trust fund to be established, 
maintained and administered jointly by the commission and the participating em­
ployees through their representatives. No employee of any acquired system who is 
transferred to a position with the commission shall by reason of such transfer be 
placed in any worse position with respect to worker's compensation, pension, sen­
iority, wages, sick leave, vacation, health and welfare insurance or any other bene­
fits than he enjoyed as an employee of such acquired system. 

[ 1977 c 454 s 42 } 

473.421 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
473.422 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
473.423 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
473.424 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
473.425 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
473.437 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
473.443 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 
473.445 Commission; annual reports. 

Subdivision 1. The commission on or before November 30 of each year shall 
prepare a report for the preceding fiscal year, also, so far as practicable, for the 
further time up to the preparation of the report, containing, in addition to such 
other matters as the commission may deem proper, the following: 

(a) the activities of the commission during the period covered by the report; 
(b) the financial condition of public transit systems under the control of the 

commission; 
(c) a complete financial accounting of the financial accounts and affairs of 

the commission during the fiscal year; 
(d) recommendations for improvements of or additions to the transit and par-

atransit facilities of the area to provide adequate, speedy, and efficient means of 
transporting people therein; 

(e) recommendations for any needed legislation in furtherance of the afore­
said purposes. 

Subd. 2. [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977c 454 s 43 ] 

473.446 Transit tax levies. 

Subdivision 1. Amount. For the purposes of sections 473.401 to 473.451 and 
the metropolitan transit system, the metropolitan transit commission shall levy 
each year upon all taxable property within the metropolitan transit taxing district, 
defined herein, a transit tax consisting of: 
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(a) An amount equal to 1.72 mills times the assessed value of all such prop­
erty, the proceeds of which shall be used for payment of the expenses of operating 
regular route bus service; 

(b) An additional amount, if any, as the commission determines to be neces­
sary to provide for the full and timely payment of its certificates of indebtedness 
and other obligations outstanding on July 1, 1977, to which property taxes under 
this section have been pledged; and 

(c) An additional amount necessary to provide full and timely payment of 
bonds in the principal amount of $9,000,000 which the commission is authorized to 
sell for the purpose of purchasing buses and related equipment, and constructing 
maintenance and other buildings, bus shelters and road related improvements. 

[For text of subds la to 3, see M.S. 1976) 

Subd. 4. [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 

Subd. 5. [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 

[ 1977 c 454 s 44] 

473.447 [ Repealed, 1977 c 454 s 49 ] 

473.511 Sewer service function. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.I976] 

Subd. 3. Existing sanitary districts and joint sewer boards. Effective January 1, 
1971, the corporate existence of the Minneapolis-St. Paul Sanitary District, the 
North Suburban Sanitary Sewer District, and any joint board created by agreement 
among local government units pursuant to section 471.59, to provide interceptors 
and treatment works for such local government units, shall terminate. All persons 
regularly employed by such sanitary districts and joint boards on that date or on 
any earlier date on which the waste control commission pursuant to subdivisions 1 
and 2 assumes ownership and control of any interceptors or treatment works 
owned or operated by such sanitary districts and joint boards, shall be employees 
of the commission, and may at their option become members of the Minnesota 
state retirement system or may continue as members of a public retirement associ­
ation under chapter 422A or any other law, to which they belonged before such 
date, and shall retain all pension rights which they may have under such latter 
laws, and all other rights to which they are entitled by contract or law. Tradesmen 
employed by the metropolitan waste control commission with trade union pension 
coverage pursuant to a collective bargaining agreement who elected exclusion from 
coverage pursuant to section 473.512 or who are first employed after July 1, 1977 
shall not be covered by the Minnesota state retirement system. The waste control 
commission shall make the employer's contributions to pension funds of its employ­
ees. Such employees shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by the com­
mission. All funds of such sanitary districts and joint boards then on hand, and all 
subsequent collections of taxes, special assessments or service charges levied or im­
posed by or for such sanitary districts or joint boards shall be transferred to the 
waste control commission. The local government units otherwise entitled to such 
cash, taxes, assessments or service charges shall be credited with such amounts, 
and such credits shall be offset against any amounts to be paid by them to the 
waste control commission as provided in section 473.517. The waste control com­
mission shall succeed to and become vested with all right, title and interest in and 
to any property, real or personal, owned or operated by such sanitary districts and 
joint boards; and prior to that date the proper officers of such sanitary districts and 
joint boards shall execute and deliver to the board all deeds, conveyances, bills of 
sale, and other documents or instruments required to vest in the commission good 
and marketable title to all such real or personal property. The waste control com-
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mission shall become obligated to pay or assume all bonded or other debt and con­
tract obligations incurred by such sanitary districts and joint boards, or incurred by 
local government units for the acquisition or betterment of any interceptors or 
treatment works owned or operated by such sanitary districts or joint boards. 

[For text of subds 4 and 5, see M.S.1976] 
I 1977 c98 s3] 

473.512 Pension coverage exclusion for certain labor service employees. 
Subdivision 1. A tradesman employed by the metropolitan waste control com­

mission on a permanent basis with trade union pension plan coverage pursuant to 
a collective bargaining agreement shall be excluded from coverage by the Minne­
sota state retirement system if the tradesman was first employed on or after June 
1, 1977 or, if the tradesman was first employed prior to June 1, 1977, has elected to 
be excluded from coverage by the Minnesota state retirement system pursuant to 
subdivision 2 and has accepted a refund of contributions pursuant to subdivision 3. 

Subd. 2. A tradesman entitled under subdivision 1 to make an election of ex­
clusion from pension coverage by the Minnesota state retirement system may make 
the election of exclusion no later than August 1, 1977 on forms provided by the ex­
ecutive director of the Minnesota state retirement system. The election of exclusion 
from coverage shall be a one time election irrevocable while employed in such ca­
pacity and shall have retroactive application to the first day of membership in the 
Minnesota state retirement system. 

Subd. 3. Upon electing to be excluded from coverage as provided in subdivi­
sion 2 and making a valid application, a tradesman shall be entitled to a refund of 
both the accumulated employee and the employer contributions made pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 352.04, Subdivision 3, on behalf of the tradesman 
plus interest at the rate of three and one-half percent per annum compounded an­
nually from the date of commencement of coverage, computed to the first day of 
the month in which the refund is processed and shall be based on fiscal year bal­
ances. The application for the refund may be made without the waiting period pro­
vided for in section 352.22, subdivision 1. No repayment of a refund made under 
this section shall be permitted. 

[ 1977 c 98 s 4] 

473.551 Definitions. 

Subdivision 1. For the purposes of sections 473.551 to 473.595, the following 
terms shall have'the meanings given in this section. 

Subd. 2. "Cities" means the cities of Minneapolis, Bloomington, and Richfield. 
Subd. 3. "Commission" means the metropolitan sports facilities commission. 

Subd. 4. "Debt service" means the principal and interest due each year on all 
bonds or revenue anticipation certificates issued by the council under section 
473.581 or assumed by the council or for which the council is obligated under sec­
tion 473.564. 

Subd. 5. "Metropolitan sports area" means the real estate in the city of 
Bloomington described in the ownership and operations agreement, and all build­
ings, structures, improvements and equipment thereon, now owned by the cities. 

Subd. 6. "Metropolitan sports area commission" means that commission es­
tablished by an ownership and operations agreement made and entered into as of 
August 13, 1954, validated by Laws 1955, Chapter 445, to which the cities are now 
parties. 

Subd. 7. "Multipurpose sports facility" means a single unit sports facility 
suitable for university or major league professional baseball, football, and soccer. 

Subd. 8. "Sports facility" or "sports facilities" means real or personal prop­
erty comprising a stadium or stadiums suitable for university or major league pro­
fessional baseball or for university or major league professional football and soccer, 
or for both, together with adjacent parking facilities. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 1 ] 

720 

                                         
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1977 SUPPLEMENT



METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 473.556 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.552 Legislative policy; purpose. 

The legislature finds that the population in the metropolitan area has a need 
for sports facilities and that this need cannot be met adequately by the activities of 
individual municipalities, by agreements among municipalities, or by the private ef­
forts of the people in the metropolitan area. It is therefore necessary for the public 
health, safety and general welfare to establish a procedure for the acquisition and 
betterment of sports facilities and to create a metropolitan sports facilities commis­
sion. 

[ 1977 c 89 s2] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.553 Commission; membership; administration. 

Subdivision 1. General. The metropolitan sports facilities commission is es­
tablished and shall be organized, structured, and administered as provided in this 
section and section 473.141, subdivisions 6 to 11, 13, and 14. 

Subd. 2. Membership. The commission shall consist of six members ap­
pointed by the governor plus a chairman appointed as provided in subdivision 3. 
Initial appointments of members shall be made within 30 days of May 17, 1977. 
One member shall be appointed from each of the following combinations of metro­
politan commission precincts defined in section 473.141, subdivision 2: A and B; C 
and G; D and E; F and H. Two members shall be appointed from outside the metro­
politan area. 

Subd. 3. Chairman. The chairman shall be appointed by the governor as the 
seventh voting member and shall meet all of the qualifications of a member, except 
the chairman need only reside outside the metropolitan area. The chairman shall 
preside at all meetings of the commission, if present, and shall perform all other 
duties and functions assigned to him by the commission or by law. The commission 
may appoint from among its members a vice-chairman to act for the chairman dur­
ing his temporary absence or disability. 

Subd. 4. Qualifications. Each member shall be a resident of the precincts or 
area of the state for which he is appointed and shall not during his term of office 
hold the office of metropolitan council member or be a member of another metro­
politan commission or hold any judicial office or office of state government. Each 
member shall qualify by taking and subscribing the oath of office prescribed by the 
Minnesota Constitution, Article 5, Section 6. The oath, duly certified by the official 
administering it, shall be filed with the chairman of the metropolitan council. 

Subd. 5. Terms. The terms of the members representing precincts A and B 
and C and G and the term of one of the members from outside the metropolitan 
area shall end the first Monday in January, 1981. The terms of the other members 
and the chairman shall end the first Monday in January, 1983. After the initial term 
provided for in this subdivision, the term of each member and the chairman shall 
be four years. The terms shall continue until a successor is appointed and qualified. 
Members and the chairman may be removed in the manner specified in chapter 
351. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 3} 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.556 Powers of commission. 

Subdivision 1. General. The commission shall have all powers necessary or 
convenient to discharge the duties imposed by law, including but not limited to 
those specified in this section. 
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Subd. 2. Actions. The commission may sue and be sued, and shall be a pub­
lic body within the meaning of chapter 562. 

Subd. 3. Acquisition of property. The commission may acquire by lease, pur­
chase, gift, or devise all necessary right, title, and interest in and to real or per­
sonal property deemed necessary to the purposes contemplated by sections 473.551 
to 473.595 within the limits of the metropolitan area. 

Subd. 4. Exemption of property. Any real or personal property acquired, 
owned, leased, controlled', used, or occupied by the commission for any of the pur­
poses of sections 473.551 to 473.595 is declared to be acquired, owned, leased, con­
trolled, used and occupied for public, governmental, and municipal purposes, and 
shall be exempt from taxation by the state or any political subdivision of the state, 
provided that such properties shall be subject to special assessments levied by a 
political subdivision for a local improvement in amounts proportionate to and not 
exceeding the special benefit received by the properties from the improvement. No 
possible use of any such properties in any manner different from their use under 
sections 473.551 to 473.595 at the time shall be considered in determining the spe­
cial benefit received by the properties. All assessments shall be subject to final con­
firmation by the council, whose determination of the benefits shall be conclusive 
upon the political subdivision levying the assessment. 

Subd. 5. Facility operation. The commission may equip, improve, operate, 
manage, maintain, and control the metropolitan sports area and sports facilities 
constructed or remodeled under the provisions of sections 473.551 to 473.595. 

Subd. 6. Disposition of property. The commission may sell or otherwise dis­
pose of any real or personal property acquired by it which is no longer required for 
accomplishment of its purposes. The property shall be sold in the manner provided 
by section 458.196, insofar as practical and consistent with sections 473.551 to 
473.595. The proceeds from the sale of any real property at the metropolitan sports 
area shall be paid to the council and used for debt service. 

Subd. 7. Contracts. The commission may contract for materials, supplies, 
and equipment in accordance with section 471.345, except that the commission may 
employ persons, firms, or corporations to perform one or more or all of the func­
tions of architect, engineer, construction manager, or contractor for both design 
and construction, with respect to all or any part of a project to build or remodel 
sports facilities. Such employment shall be through the process of public bidding, 
provided that it shall be permissible for the commission to narrow the listing of eli­
gible bidders to those which the commission determines to possess sufficient exper­
tise to perform the intended functions. Any such person, firm, or corporation shall 
certify, before the contracts are finally signed, a construction price and completion 
date to the commission and shall post a bond in an amount at least equal to 100 
percent of the certified price, to cover any costs which may be incurred over and 
above the certified price, including but not limited to costs incurred by the commis­
sion or loss of revenues resulting from incomplete construction on the completion 
date. The commission shall secure surety bonds as required in section 574.26, se­
curing payment of just claims in connection with all public work undertaken by it. 
Persons entitled to the protection of the bonds may enforce them as provided in 
sections 574.28 to 574.32, and shall not be entitled to a lien on any property of the 
commission under the provisions of sections 514.01 to 514.16. 

Subd. 8. Employees; contracts for services. The commission may employ per­
sons and contract for services necessary to carry out its functions. The commission 
may employ on such terms as it deems advisable persons or firms for the purpose 
of providing traffic officers to direct traffic on property under the control of the 
commission and on the city streets in the general area of the property controlled by 
the commission. The traffic officers shall not be peace officers and shall not have 
authority to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations. 

Subd. 9. Gifts and grants. The commission may accept gifts of money, prop­
erty, or services, may apply for and accept grants or loans of money or other prop­
erty from the United States, the state, any subdivision of the state, or any person 
for any of its purposes, may enter into any agreement required in connection there­
with, and may hold, use, and dispose of such money, property, or services in accor-
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dance with the terms of the gift, grant, loan or agreement relating thereto. Except 
for the acquisition, clearance, relocation, and legal costs referred to in section 
473.581, subdivision 3, clauses (d) and (e), the commission shall not accept gifts, 
grants, or loans valued in excess of $2,000,000 without the prior approval of the 
council. In evaluating proposed gifts, grants, loans, and agreements required in con­
nection therewith, the council shall examine the possible short-range and long-range 
impact on commission revenues and commission operating expenditures. 

Subd. 10. Research. The commission may conduct research studies and pro­
grams, collect and analyze data, prepare reports, maps, charts, and tables, and con­
duct all necessary hearings and investigations in connection with its functions. 

Subd. 11. Agreements with university. The commission and the board of re­
gents of the university of Minnesota may enter into agreements and do all other 
acts necessary to further the functions prescribed in sections 473.551 to 473.595. 

Subd. 12. Use agreements. The commission may lease, license, or enter into 
agreements and may fix, alter, charge, and collect rentals, fees, and charges to all 
persons for the use, occupation, and availability of part or all of any premises, 
property, or facilities under its ownership, operation, or control for purposes that 
will provide athletic, educational, cultural, commercial or other entertainment, in­
struction, or activity for the citizens of the metropolitan area. Any such use agree­
ment may provide that the other contracting party shall have exclusive use of the 
premises at the times agreed upon. 

Subd. 13. Insurance. The commission may require any employee to obtain 
and file with it an individual bond or fidelity insurance policy. It may procure in­
surance in the amounts it deems necessary against liability of the commission or its 
officers and employees for personal injury or death and property damage or de­
struction, with the force and effect stated in chapter 466, and against risks of dam­
age to or destruction of any of its facilities, equipment, or other property. 

Subd. 14. Small business contracts. In exercising its powers to contract for 
the purchase of services, materials, supplies, and equipment, pursuant to subdivi­
sions 5, 7, 8 and 10, the commission shall designate and set aside each fiscal year 
for awarding to small businesses approximately ten percent of the value of antici­
pated contracts and sub-contracts of that kind for that year, in the manner required 
of the commissioner of administration for state procurement contracts pursuant to 
sections 16.081 to 16.084. The commission shall follow the rules promulgated by 
the commissioner of administration pursuant to section 16.085, and shall submit re­
ports of the kinds required of the commissioners of administration and economic 
development by section 16.086. 

Subd. 15. Affirmative action. The commission shall require that each party 
with whom it contracts for services for construction, concessions, and operation of 
a sports facility pursuant to subdivisions 5, 7, 8 and 10 shall have an affirmative 
action plan for the employment of minority persons that has been approved by the 
commissioner of human rights. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 4] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.561 Exemption from council review. 

The acquisition and betterment of sports facilities by the commission shall be 
conducted pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595 and shall not be affected by the 
provisions of sections 473.161, 473.165, and 473.173. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 5] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the. counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.564 Metropolitan sports area. 

Subdivision 1. Transfer of ownership. Thirty days after May 17, 1977, or at 
such later date as the council and the commission determine is advisable and con­
sistent with the purposes of sections 473.551 to 473.595, the ownership of the met-

723 

                                         
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1977 SUPPLEMENT



473.564 METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 

ropolitan sports area shall be transferred to the commission. The cities and the 
metropolitan sports area commission shall cause all conveyances and other instru­
ments to be executed, delivered, and recorded on their behalf which the commis­
sion, upon advice of counsel, deems necessary or desirable to transfer and convey 
to it all of the cities' right, title, and interest in and to the metropolitan sports area 
and all parts thereof and appurtenances thereto. The comptroller-treasurer of the 
city of Minneapolis shall remit, endorse, assign and transfer to the treasurer or sec­
retary-treasurer of the commission all moneys and securities credited to the metro­
politan sports area fund on the city's official books and records under the provi­
sions of the ownership and operations agreement, except the metropolitan sports 
area bond sinking fund. 

Subd. 2. Assumption of obligations. Upon transfer of ownership of the metro­
politan sports area to the commission, the council shall be and become obligated 
and shall provide for the payment of the principal and interest thereafter due and 
payable with respect to the general obligation bonds and revenue bonds issued by 
the city of Minneapolis under the provisions of the ownership and operations agree­
ment among the cities and amendments thereto. The council shall provide to Min­
neapolis funds sufficient to meet the payments and to maintain the sinking fund 
pursuant to the agreement. When the balance in the sinking fund is sufficient to 
pay all remaining bonds and interest to their maturity dates, or to an earlier date 
on which they have been called for redemption, the obligation of the council shall 
be discharged. When the principal and interest on the bonds have been paid in full, 
any balance remaining in the sinking fund, including interest earnings, shall be rem­
itted to the council and used by the council for debt service. Upon transfer of own­
ership of the metropolitan sports area to the commission, the commission shall as­
sume all of the cities' obligations and those of the metropolitan sports area 
commission under the provision of all use agreements now in effect, entered into 
by the metropolitan sports area commission on behalf of the cities, providing for 
the use of the metropolitan sports area or any part thereof by any person. The cit­
ies and the metropolitan sports area commission shall cause to be executed all as­
signments and other documents as the commission, upon advice of counsel, shall 
deem necessary or desirable and appropriate to vest all their rights and privileges 
under the agreements in the commission. Nothing herein shall be construed as im­
posing upon the council or commission an obligation to compensate the cities or 
the metropolitan sports area commission for all or any part of the metropolitan 
sports area or to continue to operate and maintain the metropolitan sports area fa­
cilities taken over by the commission. 

Subd. 3. Employees. Upon transfer of ownership all persons then employed 
by the metropolitan sports area commission shall be transferred to the metropolitan 
sports facilities commission without loss of right or privilege. Nothing in this sec­
tion shall be construed to give any such person the right or privilege to continue in 
the same level or classification of employment previously held. The metropolitan 
sports facilities commission may assign any such person to an employment level 
and classification which it deems appropriate and desirable in accordance with its 
personnel code. 

[ 1977 c89 s6] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.565 Retirement; administration; purchases of prior service credit. 

Subdivision 1. All employees of the commission shall be members of the Min­
nesota state retirement system with respect to service rendered on or after May 17, 
1977, except as provided in this section. 

Subd. 2. Temporary employees hired for a period of less than six months and 
part time employees hired to work less than 30 hours per week shall be excluded 
from membership in the retirement system if the commission certifies them to the 
executive director of the retirement system as being temporary or part time em­
ployees. 

Subd. 3. Any employee of the commission who was an employee of the. met-
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ropolitan sports area commission on May 17, 1977 and who was a member of the 
public employees retirement association on account of that employment may elect 
no later than 30 days following transfer of employment to the commission to re­
main a member of the public employees retirement association. The election shall 
be made on forms provided by the commission, and the commission shall give im­
mediate notice of any such elections to the executive directors of the public em­
ployees retirement association and the Minnesota state retirement system. Any per­
son who makes such an election shall be excluded from membership in the 
Minnesota state retirement system with respect to employment by the commission. 
The commission shall make the required employer contributions to the public em­
ployees retirement association. 

Subd. 4. Any permanent full time employee of the commission who was a 
permanent full time employee of the metropolitan sports area commission on May 
17, 1977, for whom the prior employment was not covered by the public employees 
retirement association, may obtain allowable service credit in the Minnesota state 
retirement system by paying to the retirement system (a) an amount equal to four 
percent of his or her current salary rate multiplied by the days and months of such 
prior service for which he or she desires to obtain allowable service credit plus (b) 
a matching amount representing the employer's required contributions, except that 
the commission may agree to pay the matching amount on behalf of its employees. 
Proof of prior permanent full time service and the duration thereof shall be estab­
lished by the certification of the commission to the executive director of the retire­
ment system. The payments shall be made either in a lump sum or by payroll de­
duction arranged for on or before July 1, 1978. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 7] 
NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 

Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.568 Telecast of games; restrictive agreements prohibited. 

Subdivision 1. No major league professional baseball, football, or soccer orga­
nization which is a tenant at a sports facility constructed or remodeled pursuant to 
sections 473.551 to 473.595 shall be a party to or benefit from an agreement, con­
tract, arrangement, or other understanding which would prevent the telecast within 
the state or any part of the state of any game of the organization under the follow­
ing conditions: (a) if the game is to be telecast pursuant to an agreement by which 
any league of the professional sports organizations sells or otherwise transfers all 
or part of the rights of the league's member organizations in the sponsored tele­
casting of games of the organizations and (b) if 90 percent of the tickets of admis­
sion for seats at the game, which were available for purchase by the general public 
120 hours or more before the scheduled beginning time of the game either at the 
sports facility where the game is to be played or at the box office closest to the 
sports facility, have been purchased 72 hours or more before the beginning time of 
the game. The right to telecast any such game in the state shall be made available, 
by the person or persons having such right, to a television broadcast licensee on 
reasonable terms and conditions, including adequate compensation to the commis­
sion for the resulting reduction in revenue from tickets and concessions, unless the 
telecasting would be a telecasting which Title 15 U.S.C. Section 1293 is intended to 
prevent. 

Subd. 2. The provisions of this section may be enforced by means of a civil 
suit for injunctive relief brought in the district court of the county in which the 
sports facility is located. 

Subd. 3. Should the provisions of this section be found to be in conflict with 
legislation enacted by the Congress of the United States, the commission may then 
establish alternative standards for telecasting as a precondition of the execution of 
a lease agreement with any major league professional baseball, football, or soccer 
organization to be a tenant at the sports facility. 

Subd. 4. If this section is found to be unconstitutional and void, the remain­
ing provisions of Laws 1977, Chapter 89 shall remain valid. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 8] 
NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 

Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 
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473.571 Location and design selection. 

Subdivision 1. Commission responsibility. The commission shall determine the 
location and design specifications for new or remodeled sports facilities in the met­
ropolitan area. 

Subd. 2. Preliminary proposals. By August 1, 1977, the commission shall se­
lect, for further study and consideration, design specifications for not more than 
three locations in the metropolitan area and shall submit to the state planning 
agency information on the design specifications and locations sufficient in detail 
and extent in the judgment of the agency to allow the preparation of environmental 
impact statements. The design specifications shall include a variety of comparable 
facilities for each location. 

Subd. 3. Enviromental impact statements. An environmental impact statement 
shall be completed for each alternative selected by the commission. The statements 
shall be initiated, prepared, and completed in accordance with sections 473.551 to 
473.595, and, to the extent not inconsistent with sections 473.551 to 473.595, in ac­
cordance with chapter 116D and rules issued pursuant thereto. The statements shall 
be prepared by the state planning agency. The agency may engage the department 
of transportation, the pollution control agency, the energy agency, or any other de­
partment or agency of the state, or private consultants, to conduct studies neces­
sary to the preparation of the statements. The commission shall reimburse the state 
planning agency quarterly for costs incurred by the agency in preparing the state­
ments, including any costs charged over to the agency for studies conducted by 
other departments or agencies. The agency shall begin preparing the statements im­
mediately upon receipt of information submitted in accordance with subdivision 2. 
The final statements shall be accepted by the environmental quality board no later 
than 300 days following receipt of the information. 

Subd. 4. Metropolitan council report. By April 1, 1978 the metropolitan council 
shall make a report to the commission on the consistency of the locations under 
consideration with the metropolitan council's policy plans, and the metropolitan de­
velopment guide adopted by the council under section 473.145. 

Subd. 5. Permits. Within 60 days following the acceptance of the environ­
mental impact statements by the environmental quality board, the pollution control 
agency and any other department, agency, or unit of government shall take final 
action to approve or deny any permits necessary for the sports facilities and loca­
tions under consideration. 

Subd. 6. Commission proposal. On December 1, 1978, following the accep­
tance of the environmental impact statements by the environmental quality board, 
the commission shall make a final determination on design and location and shall 
submit to. the metropolitan council a proposal to bond for and construct or remodel 
the sports facility or facilities. The commission's proposal shall contain all informa­
tion deemed appropriate or necessary by the council to its determinations pursuant 
to section 473.581. The commission, in preparing the proposal for the council, may 
require of the potential lessee professional teams any and all relevant corporate fi­
nancial data, including, but not limited to, profit and loss statements, annual audit 
statements, and balance sheets. The commission may keep the corporate financial 
data confidential except for members of the commission, the council, and desig­
nated staff. In evaluating the alternatives, the commission shall consider, among 
other factors, (a) access to the locations from the rest of the metropolitan area and 
the state, (b) access to parking and public transit, (c) environmental impact, (d) to­
tal capital and operating costs to the commission and total commission revenues 
over the expected life of the facility, including the sale of land by the commission 
and any contributions by local units of government or other organizations, (e) the 
report of the council, (f) the availability of land and utilities, (g) the total govern­
mental costs associated with the construction and operation of the commission's fa­
cilities, including the cost to all units and agencies of government as well as the 
cost to the commission, (h) the net gain or loss of property taxes to all local gov­
ernmental units, (i) the feasibility of funding a portion of the total cost through a 
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grant or grants from the economic development administration of the federal gov­
ernment, (j) the feasibility of constructing a waste facility or a solar energy system 
to provide energy for heating and ventilating the sports facility, and (k) the needs 
of the university of Minnesota for athletic facilities for a prospective 20 year pe­
riod. Before submitting its proposal to the metropolitan council the commission 
shall hold hearings at locations both within and without the metropolitan area after 
appropriate notice to receive public testimony on location and design. 

[ 1977 c89 s 9] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.581 Debt obligations. 

Subdivision 1. Bonds. The council may by resolution authorize the sale and 
issuance of its bonds for any or all of the following purposes: 

(a) To provide funds for the acquisition or betterment of sports facilities by 
the commission pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595; 

(b) To refund bonds issued hereunder and bonds upon which the council is 
obligated under section 473.564; and 

(c) To fund judgments entered by any court against the commission or 
against the council in matters relating to the commission's functions. 

Subd. 2. Procedure. The bonds shall be sold, issued, and secured in the man­
ner provided in chapter 475 for bonds payable solely from revenues, except as oth­
erwise provided in' sections 473.551 to 473.595, and the council shall have the same 
powers and duties as a municipality and its governing body in issuing bonds under 
that chapter. The bonds may be sold at any price and at public or private sale as 
determined by the council. They shall be payable solely from tax and other reve­
nues referred to in sections 473.551 to 473.595, shall not be a general obligation or 
debt of the council or of the commission, and shall not be included in the net debt 
of any city, county, or other subdivision of the state for the purpose of any net 
debt limitation. No election shall be required. The principal amount shall not be 
limited except as provided in subdivision 3. 

Subd. 3. Limitations. The principal amount of the bonds issued pursuant to 
subdivision 1, clause (a), shall not exceed the amounts hereinafter authorized. If the 
commission's proposal and the construction contracts referred to in clause (g) of 
this subdivision provide for the construction of a covered multipurpose sports facil­
ity, the principal amount of bonds issued pursuant to subdivision 1, clause (a), shall 
be limited to $55,000,000. If the commission's proposal and the construction con­
tracts do not provide for the construction of a cover on a proposed multipurpose 
sports facility and the commission does not otherwise contract for the construction 
or acquisition of a cover for the sports facility, the principal amount shall be lim­
ited to $42,000,000. If the site for the facility is in the county of Anoka, no more 
than $3,000,000 of additional bonds may be issued for land acquisition, clearance, 
relocation and legal costs referred to in clauses (d) and (e) of this subdivision in 
connection with the construction of a multi-purpose stadium. If the commission's 
proposal and the construction contracts provide for the construction of a new 
sports facility for football and soccer and for remodeling the existing metropolitan 
stadium for baseball, the principal amount shall be limited to $37,500,000. If the 
commission's proposal and the construction contracts provide for the reconstruc­
tion and remodeling of the existing metropolitan stadium as an uncovered multipur­
pose sports facility, the principal amount shall be limited to $25,000,000. The bonds 
issued pursuant to subdivision 1, clause (a), shall bear an average annual rate of in­
terest, including discount, not in excess of seven and one-half percent. The pro­
ceeds of the bonds issued pursuant to subdivision 1, clause (a), shall be used only 
for the acquisition and betterment of sports facilities suitable for baseball, football 
and soccer, with a seating capacity for football and soccer of approximately 65,000 
persons. The council shall issue its bonds and construction of sports facilities may 
commence when the council has made the following determinations: 

(a) The commission has executed agreements with major league professional 
baseball and football organizations to use its sports facilities for all scheduled regu-
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lar season home games and play-off home games and, in the case of the football or­
ganization, for at least one-half of its exhibition games played each season. The 
agreements shall be for a period of not more than 30 years nor less than the term 
of the longest term bonds that in the council's judgment it may find it necessary to 
issue to finance the acquisition and betterment of the commission's sports facilities. 
The agreements shall provide that, in the event of breach of the agreements, the 
defaulting organization shall pay damages annually to the commission. The annual 
payment shall be in an amount equal to the annual average of all revenue derived 
by the commission from attendance at events and activities of the defaulting orga­
nization during the years prior to default, provided that the damages shall not ex­
ceed in any year an amount sufficient, with other revenues of the commission but 
excluding proceeds of the tax under section 473.591, to pay all expenses of opera­
tion, maintenance, administration, and debt service for the facilities used by the de­
faulting organization during the same year. The damages shall be payable during 
the period from the occurrence of the default to the date on which another major 
league professional baseball or football organization, replacing the defaulting orga­
nization, enters into a use agreement with the commission for not less than the 
then remaining term of the original agreement. The agreements with the teams 
shall provide that no closed circuit or pay television broadcasting of events in the 
sports facility may be allowed without the approval of the commission. The agree­
ments shall include provisions protecting the commission and the council in the 
event of change in ownership of the professional teams. 

(b) The commission has executed agreements with professional baseball and 
football major leagues which guarantee the continuance of franchises in the metro­
politan area for the period of the agreements referred to in clause (a). 

(c) The proceeds of bonds provided for in this subdivision will be sufficient, 
together with other capital funds that may be available to the commission, to con­
struct or remodel and to furnish the sports facilities proposed by the commission, 
including the appropriate professional fees and charges but excluding, except as 
otherwise provided in this subdivision, the acquisition, clearance, relocation, and le­
gal costs referred to in clauses (d) and (e). 

(d) The commission has acquired, without cost to the commission or the 
council except as provided in this subdivision, title to all real property including all 
easements and other appurtenances needed for the construction and operation of 
any proposed sports facilities or has received a grant of funds or has entered into 
an agreement or agreements sufficient in the judgment of the council to assure the 
receipt of funds, at the time and in the amount required, to make any payment 
upon which the commission's acquisition of title and possession of the real prop­
erty is conditioned. 

(e) The commission has received a grant of funds or entered into an agree­
ment or agreements sufficient in the judgment of the council to assure the receipt 
of funds, at the time and in the amount required, to pay all costs, except as pro­
vided in this subdivision, of clearing the real property needed for the construction 
and operation of any proposed sports facilities of all buildings, railroad tracks and 
other structures, including without limitation all relocation costs, all utility reloca­
tion costs, and all legal costs. 

(f) The commission has executed agreements with appropriate labor organiza­
tions and construction contractor organizations which provide that no labor strike 
or management lockout will halt, delay or impede construction. 

(g) The commission has executed contracts for the construction of its sports 
facilities. 

(h) The environmental impact statement for the sports facility or facilities has 
been accepted by the environmental quality board, and the pollution control agency 
and any other department, agency, or unit of government have taken final action to 
approve or deny any permits necessary for the sports facility or facilities. 

(i) At least 50 percent of the private boxes provided for in the sports facility 
or facilities are leased for at least five years. 

(j) The anticipated revenue from the operation of the sports facility or facili­
ties plus any additional available revenue of the commission, but not including pro-
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ceeds of the tax under section 473.591, will be an amount sufficient to pay when 
due all debt service plus all operating and maintenance expenses, unless the pro­
posed facility is a covered multipurpose sports facility, in which case the aforemen­
tioned revenues need only be an amount sufficient to pay when due all debt service 
plus a substantial portion of operating and maintenance expense. 

(k) The commission has studied and considered the needs of the university of 
Minnesota for athletic facilities for a prospective 20 year period. 

The validity of any bonds issued under subdivision 1, clause (a), and the obli­
gations of the council and commission related thereto, shall not be conditioned 
upon or impaired by the council's determinations made pursuant to this subdivi­
sion. For purposes of issuing the bonds the determinations made by the council 
shall be deemed conclusive, and the council shall be and remain obligated for the 
security and payment of the bonds irrespective of determinations which may be er­
roneous, inaccurate, or otherwise mistaken. 

Subd. 4. Security. To the extent and in the manner provided in sections 
473.591 and 473.595, the tax described in section 473.591, the tax and other reve­
nues of the commission described in section 473.595, and any other revenues of the 
commission shall be and remain pledged and appropriated for the payment of all 
necessary and reasonable expenses of the operation, administration, maintenance, 
and debt service of the commission's sports facilities until all bonds referred to in 
section 473.564, subdivision 2, and all bonds and certificates issued pursuant to this 
section are fully paid or discharged in accordance with law. The revenue bonds and 
interest thereon referred to in section 473.564, subdivision 2, may be refunded, 
whether at a lower or a higher rate of interest, by the issuance of new bonds pur­
suant to subdivision 1, clause (b), for the purpose of pledging revenues of the met­
ropolitan sports area for the payment and security of bonds issued hereunder, and 
the council may provide that a portion of the new bonds shall be payable solely 
from the interest earnings derived from the investment of the bond proceeds. Until 
these revenue bonds are fully paid or the council's obligation thereon is discharged 
in accordance with law they shall be deemed a first and prior charge on those reve­
nues and shall be secured by all provisions of the revenue bond resolution and the 
ownership and operations agreement. Bonds issued pursuant to this section may be 
secured by a bond resolution, or by a trust indenture entered into by the council 
with a corporate trustee within or outside the state, which shall define the tax and 
other revenues pledged for the payment and security of the bonds. The pledge shall 
be a valid charge on the tax referred to in section 473.591 and all tax and other 
revenues referred to in sections 473.551 to 473.595 from the date when bonds are 
first issued under the resolution or indenture and shall secure the payment of prin­
cipal and interest and redemption premiums when due and the maintenance at all 
times of a reserve securing such payments. No mortgage of or security interest in 
any tangible real or personal property shall be granted to the bondholders or the 
trustee, but they shall have a valid security interest in all tax and other revenues 
received and accounts receivable by the commission or council hereunder, as 
against the claims of all other persons in tort, contract, or otherwise, irrespective of 
whether such parties have notice thereof, and without possession or filing as pro­
vided in the uniform commercial code or any other law. In the bond resolution or 
trust indenture the council may make such covenants, which shall be binding upon 
the commission, as are determined to be usual and reasonably necessary for the 
protection of the bondholders. No pledge, mortgage, covenant, or agreement secur­
ing revenue bonds may be impaired, revoked, or amended by law or by action of 
the council or commission, except in accordance with the terms of the resolution or 
indenture under which the bonds are issued, until the obligations of the council 
thereunder are fully discharged. 

Subd. 5. Revenue anticipation certificates. At any time or times after approval 
by the council and final adoption by the commission of an annual budget of the 
commission for operation, administration, and maintenance of its sports facilities, 
and in anticipation of the proceeds from the tax under section 473.591 and the rev­
enues of the commission provided for in the budget, but subject to any limitation 
or prohibition in a bond resolution or indenture, the council may authorize the is­
suance, negotiation, and sale, in such form and manner and upon such terms as it 
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may determine, of revenue anticipation certificates. The principal amount of the 
certificates outstanding shall at no time exceed 25 percent of the total amount of 
the tax and other revenues anticipated. The certificates shall mature not later than 
three months after the close of the budget year. Prior to the approval and final 
adoption of the first annual budget of the commission, the council may authorize 
up to $300,000 in revenue anticipation certificates under this subdivision. So much 
of the anticipated tax and other revenues as may be needed for the payment of the 
certificates and interest thereon shall be paid into a special debt service fund estab­
lished for the certificates in the council's financial records. If for any reason the an­
ticipated tax and other revenues are insufficient, the certificates and interest shall 
be paid from the first tax and other revenues received, subject to any limitation or 
prohibition in a bond resolution or indenture. The proceeds of the certificates may 
be used for any purpose for which the anticipated revenues of the commission may 
be used or for any purpose for which bond proceeds under subdivision 1 may be 
used, provided that the proceeds of certificates issued after the first issuance of 
bonds under subdivision 1, clause (a), shall not be used to pay capital costs of 
sports facilities constructed or remodeled pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 10] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 

473.591 On-sale liquor tax. 

Subdivision 1. Application. For purposes of this section, the term "metropoli­
tan area" shall not include that portion of the city of New Prague that is located in 
Scott county nor those portions of the city of Hanover and the city of Rockford 
that are located in Hennepin county. 

Subd. 2. Tax. The council shall impose a tax, effective August 1, 1977, sup­
plemental to the general sales tax imposed in chapter 297A, in the amount of two 
percent on all retail on-sales of intoxicating liquor and fermented malt beverages 
when sold at licensed on-sale liquor establishments and municipal liquor stores lo­
cated within the metropolitan area. The tax shall remain in effect until August 1, 
1980. Thereafter, the council may levy such a tax up to an amount sufficient to 
produce revenues to the council equal to the principal and interest on bonds out­
standing under section 473.581, subdivision 1, but not to exceed $4,500,000 in any 
year. The tax shall be reported and paid to the commissioner of revenue with and 
as part of the state sales and use taxes, and shall be subject to the same penalties, 
interest, and enforcement provisions. 

Subd. 3. Proceeds; use. The collections of the tax, less refunds and a propor­
tionate share of the cost of collection, shall be remitted at least quarterly to the 
council. The proceeds remitted shall be placed, together with the net revenues of 
the commission under section 473.595, into the debt service fund or special funds 
established-under section 473.581, subdivisions 4 and 5, provided however that dur­
ing the first year the tax is imposed pursuant to this section the council may reap-
propriate to the commission a total amount not to exceed one-half of the proceeds 
from the first year of the tax, to be used by the commission to pay its expenses re­
lated to planning, designing, and locating sports facilities pursuant to sections 
473.551 to 473.595. Collection of the tax imposed by this section shall be suspended 
at the end of any calendar year upon a determination by the metropolitan council 
that the balance in the debt service fund, including any reserve fund has reached 
an amount sufficient to pay the principal and interest on bonds which will become 
due within the next succeeding three year period. Collection shall be resumed by 
the commissioner of revenue at the end of any calendar year upon notice from the 
metropolitan council that the balance in the debt service fund, including any re­
serve fund has fallen below an amount sufficient to pay the principal and interest 
on bonds which will become due within the next succeeding two year period. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 11 ] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 
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473.595 Commission finances. 

Subdivision 1. Admission tax. Effective January 1, 1978, the commission shall 
by resolution impose a three percent admission tax upon the granting, sale, or dis­
tribution, by any private or public person, association, or corporation, of the privi­
lege of admission to activities; except for those activities sponsored by nonprofit or­
ganizations and conducted at the indoor public assembly facility at the 
metropolitan sports area known as the metropolitan sports center. Commencing 
with the operation of sports facilities constructed or remodeled by the commission 
pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595, the commission shall impose an additional 
seven percent admission tax upon activities conducted at such sports facilities. Ef­
fective January 1, 1978, no other tax, except the taxes imposed by chapter 297A, 
may be levied by any other unit of government upon any such sale or distribution. 
The admission tax shall be stated and charged separately from the sales price so 
far as practicable and shall be collected by the grantor, seller, or distributor from 
the person admitted and shall be a debt from that person to the grantor, seller, or 
distributor, and the tax required to be collected shall constitute a debt owed by the 
grantor, seller, or distributor to the commission, which shall be recoverable at law 
in the same manner as other debts. Every person granting, selling, or distributing 
tickets for such admissions may be required, as provided in resolutions of the com­
mission, to secure a permit, to file returns, to deposit security for the payment of 
the tax, and to pay such penalties for nonpayment and interest on late payments, 
as shall be deemed necessary or expedient to assure the prompt and uniform col­
lection of the tax. 

Subd. 2. Rentals; fees; charges. Rentals, fees, and charges provided for in use 
agreements entered into by the commission shall be those estimated by the com­
mission to be necessary and feasible to produce so far as possible, with commission 
revenues from other sources, the amounts needed for current operation, mainte­
nance, and debt service. The commission shall with respect to all facilities in the 
metropolitan sports area and any sports facility constructed pursuant to Laws 1977, 
Chapter 89 meet and confer with any public body, authority, or agency owning or 
operating an entertainment or sports complex, or indoor sports arena, in the area 
in which Laws 1977, Chapter 89 is effective, for the purpose of undertaking mea­
sures or agreements maximizing revenues and eliminating unnecessary operational 
expenditures. 

Subd. 3. Budget preparation; review and approval. The commission shall com­
ply with the provisions of section 473.163, provided that the entire budget, includ­
ing operating revenues and expenditures for operation, administration, and mainte­
nance, shall be subject to approval by the council, in accordance with the 
procedures described in section 473.163. 

Subd. 4. Payment of council costs. The commission shall comply with the pro­
visions of section 473.164. 

Subd. 5. Audit. The commission once each year shall have an independent 
audit made of its books and accounts by a certified public accountant. The costs of 
the audits shall be paid, by the commission. Once each year the commission shall 
prepare and file a written report with the legislative auditor in such form and con­
taining such information as the legislative auditor may prescribe. The council or the 
legislative auditor may examine the commission's books and accounts at any time. 

Subd. 6. General. The commission shall receive and account for all tax and 
other revenue of the commission and from the revenue shall provide, contract, and 
pay for proper operation, administration, and maintenance of all of its property and 
facilities and shall maintain, as authorized by resolutions of the council, reserves 
for major repairs, replacements, and improvements and for working capital. The 
commission shall remit to the council for deposit in its debt service fund, at the 
times required by resolution of the council, the net revenue in excess of these re­
quirements. 

[ 1977 c 89 s 12] 

NOTE: This section is effective in the counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, 
Scott, and Washington, pursuant to Laws 1977, Chapter 89, Section 15. 
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473.605 Organization; corporate seal; bylaws. 

Subdivision 1. The commissioners shall adopt a corporate seal and shall 
adopt bylaws for the regulation of the affairs of the corporation and rules of proce­
dure governing their actions, not inconsistent with law. The bylaws shall provide 
for regular meetings of the corporation to be held at least once in each month and 
for special meetings. 

Subd. 2. Each commission member shall be paid a per diem compensation of 
$50 for each meeting of the commission, one of its committees, and attendance and 
participation at a meeting or hearing as a representative of the commission pur­
suant to state law or rule. Members shall be reimbursed for all actual and neces­
sary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties in the same manner and 
amount as state employees. The chairman shall receive compensation as determined 
by the commission and shall be reimbursed for reasonable expenses to the same 
extent as a member. The mayors and members of the city councils of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul shall not be eligible for per diem compensation. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 417 s 1,2 ] 

NOTE: Section 473.605, Subdivision 2, was also amended by Laws 1977, Chapter 35, Section 
8, to read as follows: 

"Subd. 2. Each commission member shall be paid a per diem compensation of $35 for each 
meeting and for such other services as are specifically authorized by the commission, and shall be 
reimbursed for all actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his duties in the 
same manner and amount as state employees. The chairman shall receive a salary as prescribed in 
section 15A.081 and shall be reimbursed for reasonable expenses to the same extent as a member." 

473 .606 Officers. 

Subdivision 1. The corporation shall elect from its membership a vice-
chairman and a secretary, who may or may not be one of the commissioners. The 
vice-chairman and the secretary shall hold office at the pleasure of the corporation, 
and the secretary, if not a commissioner, shall receive compensation as determined 
by the corporation. The state treasurer shall be the treasurer of the corporation, ex 
officio. 

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 4. The corporation shall appoint an executive director, who shall be the 
executive and operating officer of the corporation, shall serve at the pleasure of the 
corporation, and shall receive compensation as determined by it. He shall have had 
experience as a business executive, preferably in connection with aviation and in 
the promotion of business enterprises. Under the supervision of the corporation, he 
shall be responsible for the operation, management, and promotion of all activities 
with which the corporation is charged, together with other duties prescribed by the 
corporation. He shall have the powers necessarily incident to the performance of 
his duties and those other powers granted by the corporation, but shall not have 
authority to incur liability or make expenditures on behalf of the corporation with­
out general or specific directions by the corporation, as shown by the bylaws or 
minutes of a meeting thereof. 

[For text of subds 5 to 7, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 417 s 3,4 ] 

473.608 Powers of corporation. 
Subdivision 1. The corporation, subject to the conditions and limitations pre­

scribed by law, shall possess all the powers as a body corporate necessary and con­
venient to accomplish the objects and perform the duties prescribed by sections 
473.601 to 473.679, including but not limited to those hereinafter specified. These 
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powers, except as limited by section 473.622, may be exercised at any place within 
35 miles of the city hall of either Minneapolis or St. Paul, and in the metropolitan 
area. 

[For text of subds 2 to 14, see M.S. 1976] 

Subd. 15. Without limitation upon any other powers in sections 473.601 to 
473.679, it may contract with any person for the use by the person of any property 
and facilities under its control, for such purposes, and to an extent as will, in the 
opinion of the commissioners, further the interests of aeronautics in this state and 
particularly within the metropolitan area, including, but not limited to, the right to 
lease property or facilities, or any part thereof, for a term not to exceed 99 years, 
to any person, the national government, or any foreign government, or any depart­
ment of either, or to the state or any municipality. The corporation shall not have 
the authority to lease, in its entirety, any municipal airport taken over by it under 
the provisions of sections 473.601 to 473.679. The commission may contract with 
any person for the use or lease in accordance with this subdivision of any property 
and facilities under its control for motel, hotel and garage purposes, and for other 
purposes as, in the opinion of the commissioners, are desirable to furnish goods, 
wares, services and accommodations to or for the passengers and other users of 
airports under the control of the corporation. Nothing in this subdivision shall be 
interpreted to permit the sale of intoxicating liquor upon the property or facilities 
except as authorized in chapter 340. 

[For text of subd 16, see M.S. 1976] 

Subd. 17. (1) It may from time to time make, adopt and enforce rules, regula­
tions, and ordinances as it may find expedient or necessary for carrying into effect 
the purposes of sections 473.601 to 473.679, including those relating to the internal 
operation of the corporation and to the management and operation of airports 
owned or operated by it, subject to the conditions and limitations set forth in sec­
tions 473.601 to 473.679. Any person violating any such rule, regulation or ordi­
nance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(2) The prosecution may be in any municipal court sitting within either the 
city of Minneapolis or St. Paul, or before a municipal court or justice of the peace 
having jurisdiction over the place where the violation occurs. Every sheriff, con­
stable, policeman, and other peace officer shall see that all rules, regulations, and 
ordinances are obeyed, and shall arrest and prosecute offenders. The fines collected 
shall be paid into the treasury of the corporation. The corporation shall pay and 
there shall be first deducted and paid over to the office of the clerk of any munici­
pal court processing and prosecuting violations a portion of the fines necessary to 
cover all costs and disbursements incurred in the matter of the processing and 
prosecuting of the violations in the court. All persons committed shall be received 
into any penal institution in the county in which the offense was committed. All 
persons shall take notice of the rules, regulations, and ordinances without pleading 
or proof. 

(3) A public hearing need not be held on rules, regulations and ordinances re­
lating to the internal operation of the commission or to the management or opera­
tion of airports owned or operated by it unless the rule, regulation or ordinance af­
fects substantial rights. 

(4) The corporation may adopt and put into effect without a hearing all other 
rules, regulations or ordinances where deemed immediately necessary by the corpo­
ration, but it shall within 30 days thereafter hold a public hearing thereon, after 
giving at least 15 days notice by publication in appropriate legal newspapers of 
general circulation in the metropolitan area and by mailing a copy thereof to all in­
terested parties who have registered their names with the corporation for that pur­
pose. If the rules, regulations, or ordinances are not deemed immediately necessary, 
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the corporation shall hold a public hearing thereon, after giving notice as aforesaid, 
and the rules, regulations, or ordinances shall not be adopted and put into effect 
until after the hearing. 

(5) Notice of the adoption of rules,.regulations and ordinances shall, as soon 
as possible after adoption, be published in appropriate legal newspapers of general 
circulation in the metropolitan area. Proof of publication shall be filed with the sec­
retary of state, together with a copy of the rule, regulation, or ordinance, which 
shall thenceforth be in full force and effect. 

(6) Any person substantially interested or affected in his rights as to person 
or property by a rule, regulation or ordinance adopted by the corporation, may pe­
tition the corporation for reconsideration, amendment, modification, or waiver of 
the rule, regulation or ordinance. The petition shall set forth a clear statement of 
the facts and grounds upon which reconsideration, amendment, modification or 
waiver is sought. The corporation shall grant the petitioner a public hearing within 
30 days after the filing of the petition. 

[For text of subds 18 to 20, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 417 s 5-7 ] 

473.611 Plans to be consistent with metropolitan council development guide. 

Subdivision 1. [ Repealed, 1977 c 417 s 14 ] 
Subd. 2. [ Repealed, 1977 c 417 s 14 ] 
Subd. 3. [ Repealed, 1977 c 417 s 14 ] 
Subd. 4. [ Repealed, 1977 c 417 s 14 ] 
Subd. 5. Any plans adopted by the commission for the betterment and en­

largement of existing airports, for the acquisition and construction of new airports, 
and for the categories of use of airports owned or controlled by the commission 
shall be consistent with the development guide of the metropolitan council. 

[ 1977 c 417 sS ] 

473.621 Powers of corporation. 

Subdivision 1. [ Repealed, 1977 c 417 s 14 ] 
Subd. 2. The corporation shall have the use, management, operation, regula­

tion, policing, and control of any or all airports owned by either the city of Minne­
apolis or St. Paul, whether the airport or title thereto is held in the name of the 
city, the council, a board of park commissioners, or any other body. Consent by 
each city, the council, the board of park commissioners, and any other agency, 
board, or department thereof to the use, management, operation, regulation, polic­
ing, and control is conclusively presumed to have been given by the appointment of 
commissioners pursuant to the provisions of Laws 1943, Chapter 500. Authority is 
granted to the mayor and council of each city and any board or commission having 
jurisdiction of airports in either city to give consent in that manner. The corpora­
tion may exercise all the powers granted to it with reference to any airport prop­
erty over which it has jurisdiction pursuant to this subdivision, except the right of 
leasing or disposing of the fee title to the lands included therein, without the pay­
ment of any rental. The title to the fee of the land shall remain in the city, or 
agency, board, or department of the city. The action to be taken pursuant to this 
subdivision is declared to be necessary in order to provide an integrated airports 
system and enable the corporation to carry out the public and governmental pur­
poses of Laws 1943, Chapter 500. The corporation shall not close any existing air­
port in either city to air freight commerce consigned to or originating in the city 
unless and until it provides for the city freight airport facilities which are, in the 
judgment of the corporation and except as they may be restricted by government 
use, substantially equal to the existing freight airport facilities in safety and conve­
nience to businesses and industries of the city. For the purpose of this subdivision, 
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"airport" shall include only the lands, buildings, and equipment acquired for use 
primarily for any airport over which the corporation has jurisdiction pursuant to 
this subdivision. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 4. The corporation may provide, in addition to airports existing at the 
time of the passage of Laws 1943, Chapter 500, at least one major or primary met­
ropolitan airport which shall be as nearly equidistant from the city halls of both cit­
ies as possible. All other new airports to be constructed shall be so located that the 
airport system of the corporation as a whole shall be of substantially equal conve­
nience to both cities. It shall put all airports and other facilities to their maximum 
use for passenger, mail, express, freight, and other air transportation operations as 
the needs therefor develop, and shall encourage the establishment of related air­
craft industries. 

Subd. 5. The investment of the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul in the met­
ropolitan airports system, from the date of the original enactment of this section to 
January 1, 1973, includes the land comprising airports owned by them and taken 
over pursuant to subdivision 2, and taxes levied on property within the cities in the 
years 1944 to 1969, the proceeds of which, together with revenues of the system 
and federal funds, were expended for the operation, administration, maintenance, 
improvement, and extension of the system and the service of debt incurred for such 
improvement and extension, including improvement of the city lands. The aggregate 
amount of such taxes was $19,816,873, of which $7,294,022 would have been as­
sessed and extended against property outside the cities if the entire metropolitan 
area, which will be taxable by the corporation in 1974 and subsequent years under 
section 473.661, had been within its taxing jurisdiction when those levies were 
made. If it should become necessary for the corporation to levy any such taxes for 
any purpose other than the payment of bonds and interest, they shall be extended 
and assessed exclusively against taxable property outside the cities until the total 
amount so assessed and extended equals $7,294,022. In the event that the airport 
land owned by either city should no longer be used for airport purposes, the corpo­
ration's control thereof shall cease, and title to the land and all improvements shall 
be and remain in the city, but the city shall become liable to the corporation for the 
repayment, without interest, of an amount of the taxes so paid which is proportion­
ate to its own share of the cities' original investment, being 60 percent for Minne­
apolis and 40 percent for St. Paul. In the event that any other land or improve­
ments owned or controlled by the corporation should ever cease to be used for 
airport purposes, all income therefrom and all proceeds received upon disposal 
thereof shall continue to be used for purposes of the metropolitan airports system, 
subject to federal laws and regulations governing such disposal; or if the operation 
of the system should ever be terminated, all such income and proceeds shall be dis­
tributed to the seven counties in the metropolitan area, in amounts proportionate to 
the assessed valuation of taxable property in each county at the time of such distri­
bution. 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 417 s 9-11 ] 

473.633 [ Repealed, 1977 c 447 art 6 s 13 ] 
473.635 [ Repealed, 1977 c 447 art 6 s 13 ] 
473.641 New airport; public hearing. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 2. Except as provided in subdivision 1, public hearings are not required 
for alterations, improvements or developments, whether or not contracted for, of 
any airport under the jurisdiction of the corporation, including but not limited to 
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the addition of structures and facilities for use of or lease to others by the corpora­
tion. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1976] 

I 1977c 417 s 12 ] 

473.652 Construction work. 

Subdivision 1. The provisions of section 471.345, subject to the provisions of 
subdivision 2, shall apply to all construction work and every purchase of equip­
ment, supplies, or materials necessary in carrying out the provisions of sections 
473.601 to 473.679. 

Subd. 2. If the executive director of the corporation with the written concur­
rence of the chairman or vice-chairman declares that an emergency exists requiring 
immediate purchase of material or supplies or the making of emergency repairs at 
a cost of no more than $5,000, or if two-thirds of the members of the corporation 
declare that an emergency exists requiring immediate purchase of materials or sup­
plies or the making of emergency repairs at a cost in excess of $5,000, the corpora­
tion shall not be required to advertise for bids. The materials or supplies may be 
purchased in the open market at the lowest price obtainable, or the emergency re­
pairs may be contracted for or performed without securing formal competitive bids. 

[ 1977 c 417 s 13 ] 

CHAPTER 474. MUNICIPAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ACT 

Sec. 
474.01 Citation; policies, purposes and findings; 

participation by municipalities. 
474.01 Citation; policies, purposes and findings; participation by municipalities. 

[For text of subds 1 to 6, see M.S.1976] 

Subd. 7. Any municipality or redevelopment agency contemplating the exer­
cise of the powers granted by this chapter may apply to the commissioner of eco­
nomic development for information, advice, and assistance. The commissioner is au­
thorized to handle such preliminary information in a confidential manner, to the 
extent requested by the municipality. 

Subd. 7a. No municipality shall undertake any project authorized by this 
chapter until the commissioner of securities has approved the project, on the basis 
of preliminary information which the commissioner may require, as tending to fur­
ther the purposes and policies of this chapter. Approval shall not be deemed to be 
an approval by the commissioner of securities or the state of the feasibility of the 
project or the terms of the revenue agreement to be executed or the bonds to be is­
sued therefor, and the commissioner shall state this in communicating approval. 

[For text of subd 8, see M.S.1976] 

[ 1977 c 420 s 1,2 ] 

CHAPTER 475. PUBLIC INDEBTEDNESS 

Sec. Sec. 
475.51 Definitions. 475.66 Debt service fund. 
475.61 Tax levies. 475.76 Reverse repurchase agreements. [New] 

475.51 Definitions. 

[For text of subds 1 to 11, see M.S.1976] 
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