
3.971 LEGISLATURE 

Subdivision 1. To perform financial audits the legislative auditor shall post-
audit and make a complete examination and verification of all accounts, 
records, inventories, vouchers, receipts, funds, securities, and other assets of 
all state departments , boards, commissions, and other state agencies at least 
once a year, if funds and personnel permit, and oftener if deemed necessary or 
as directed by the legislature or the legislative audit commission. Audits may 
include detailed checking of every transaction or test checking as the 
legislative auditor deems best. The books of the state treasurer and 
commissioner of finance may be examined monthly. The legislative auditor 
shall see that all provisions of law respecting the appropriate and economic 
use of public funds are complied with by all departments and agencies of the 
state government. 

A copy of all post-audits, reports and results of examinations made by 
the legislative auditor shall be deposited with the legislative reference library. 

Subd. 2. To perform program evaluation, the legislative auditor shall 
determine the degree to which the activities and programs entered into or 
funded by the state are accomplishing their goals and objectives, including an 
evaluation of goals and objectives, measurement of program results and 
effectiveness, alternative means of achieving the same results, and efficiency in 
the allocation of resources. 

[1975 c 204 s 91] 

CHAPTER 3A. LEGISLATOR'S RETIREMENT 

Sec. Sec. 
3A.01 Definitions. 3A.05 Application for survivor benefit. 
3A.02 Retirement allowance. 3A.10 One term of service being a certain 
3A.03 Contributions. time. 
3A.04 Survivor benefit. 3A.12 Coverage by more than one retire­

ment system or association. [New] 

3A.01 Definitions. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1974] 

Subd. 2. Dependent child. "Dependent child" means any natural or adopted 
child of a deceased member of the legislature or former legislator who is under 
the age of 18, or who is under the age of 22 and is a full time student, and 
who in either case is unmarried and was actually dependent for more than 
one-half of his support upon such legislator for a period of at least 90 days 
immediately, prior to the legislator's death. It also includes any child of the 
member of the legislature or former legislator conceived during his lifetime and 
born after his death. This subdivision shall be retroactive as to any dependent 
child under the age of 22 years as of April 1, 1975. 

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.1974] 

Subd. 4. Retirement. "Retirement" means the time after a former legislator 
is entitled to a retirement allowance. "Former legislator" means a legislator 
who has ceased to be a member of the legislature for any reason, including, 
but not limited to, expiration of the term for which a member of the legislature 
was elected, or death of such member. 

[1975 c 368 s 1,2] 

[For text of subd 6, see M.S.1974] 

3A.02 Retirement allowance. 

Subdivision 1. Qualifications. Any former legislator: 
(1) Who has served at least eight years or who has served during all or 
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LEGISLATOR'S RETIREMENT 3A.03 

part of four regular sessions as such member of the legislature, which service need 
not be continuous, but must have been after January 1, 1965 except as hereinafter 
provided; and 

(2) Who attains the age of 60 years; and 

(3) Who has retired as a member of the legislature; and 

(4) Who has made all contributions provided for in sections 3A.01 to 3A.10, 
or who has made payments in lieu of all contributions provided for in sections 
3A.01 to 3A. 10 as provided for in subdivision 2; shall be entitled upon written 
application to the director to receive a retirement allowance monthly of 40 percent 
of his average monthly salary during the final term of office as a member of the 
legislature beginning with the first day of the month of receipt of such application 
and for the remainder of his life, provided he is not serving as a member of the 
legislature or as a constitutional officer or commissioner. 

In addition to the amount provided above, the retired member who meets the 
qualifications of clauses (1), (2), (3) and (4) shall receive for every year of service 
over eight years a monthly allowance which equals two and one-half percent of the 
average monthly salary determined pursuant to clause (4). 

The retirement allowance shall cease with the last payment which had 
accrued to the retired legislator during his lifetime except that the surviving spouse, 
if any, shall be entitled to the retirement allowance for the calendar month in 
which the retired legislator died. 

This subdivision is applicable to members of the legislature who terminate 
service after January 1, 1973, and to any widow or dependent child of any such 
member. Clauses (1) and (2) shall also be applicable to any former legislator who 
applies for a deferred annuity after June 5, 1975. Any former legislator who was in 
office on or after January 1, 1965, who had at least eight years of service but less 
than ten years of service as a member of the legislature, and who took a refund of 
his contributions, may upon application to the director repay to the director for 
credit to his account all refundments taken plus interest thereon at six percent per 
annum compounded annually. Upon repayment of the refundment, he shall then be 
entitled when otherwise qualified to a retirement allowance pursuant to subdivision 
1, provided however that the retirement allowance shall be based on his salary at 
the time of his termination of service as a member of the legislature. 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1974] 

Subd. 3. Appropriation. The amounts required for payment of retirement 
allowances provided by this section are appropriated annually to the director from 
the participation in the Minnesota adjustable fixed benefit fund and shall be paid 
by him monthly to the recipients entitled thereto. 

Subd. 4. Deferred annuities augmentation. The deferred annuity of any former 
legislator shall be augmented as provided herein. The required reserves applicable 
to the deferred annuity, determined as of the date the benefit begins to accrue 
using an appropriate mortality table and an interest assumption of five percent, 
shall be augmented by interest at the rate of five percent per annum compounded 
annually from the date of termination of service, or July 1, 1973, whichever is later, 
to the first day of the month in which the annuity begins to accrue. 

[1975 c 368 s 3-5] 

3A.03 Contributions. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1974] 

Subd. 2. Refundment (1) Any person who has made contributions pursuant 
to subdivision 1 who is no longer a member of the legislature and has less 
than eight years service as a member of the legislature and is not receiving, 
has not received, or is not entitled to receive any allowance or benefit under 
sections 3A.01 to 3A.10 is entitled to receive upon application to the director a 
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3A.03 LEGISLATOR'S RETIREMENT 

refundment of all contributions credited to his account without interest thereon. 
The moneys required for such refundments are appropriated annually to the 
director from the general fund in the state treasury. 

(2) The refundment of contributions as provided in clause (1) above 
terminates all rights of a former member of the legislature or his survivors 
under sections 3A.01 to 3A. 10. Should the former member of the legislature 
again be a member of the legislature after having taken a refundment as 
provided above, he shall be considered a new member. However, such new 
member may reinstate the rights and credit for service forfeited, provided the 
new member repays all refundments taken plus interest thereon at six percent 
per annum compounded annually. 

(3) No person shall be required to apply for or accept a refundment. 

[1975 c 368 s 6] 

3A.04 Survivor benefit 

Subdivision 1. Surviving spouse. Upon the death of a member of the 
legislature while serving as such member after June 30, 1973, or upon the 
death of a former member of the legislature with at least eight years of service 
as required by section 3A.02, subdivision 1, clause (1), the surviving spouse 
shall be paid a survivor benefit in the amount of one-half of the retirement 
allowance of the member of the legislature computed as though the member 
were at least age 60 on the date of his death and based upon his allowable 
service or eight years whichever is greater. Such benefit shall be paid during 
the lifetime of the surviving spouse, but shall cease and terminate upon the 
remarriage of the surviving spouse. 

Subd. 2. Dependent children. Upon the death of a member of the legislature 
while serving as such member after June 30, 1973, or upon the death of a 
former member of the legislature with at least eight years of service as 
required by section 3A.02, subdivision 1, clause (1), each dependent child of 
such member shall be paid a survivor benefit in the following amount: First 
dependent child, a monthly allowance which equals 25 percent of the monthly 
retirement allowance of the member of the legislature computed as though the 
member were at least age 60 on the date of his death and based upon his 
allowable service or eight years whichever is greater; for each additional 
dependent child, a monthly allowance which equals 12 1/2 percent of the 
monthly retirement allowance of the member computed as in the case of the 
first child; but the total amount paid to the surviving spouse and dependent 
children shall not exceed in any one month 100 percent of the monthly 
retirement allowance of the member computed as in the case of the first child. 
The payments for dependent children shall be made to the surviving spouse or 
the guardian of the estate of the dependent children, if there is one. A 
posthumous child qualifies as a dependent child for benefits provided herein 
from the date of its birth. 

[1975 c 368 s 7,8] 

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see M.S. 1974] 

3A.05 Application for survivor benefit 

Applications for survivor benefits under sections 3A.01 to 3A.10 shall be 
filed with the director by the surviving spouse and dependent children entitled 
to such benefits under section 3A.04, or by the guardian of the estate, if there 
is one, of the dependent children; and payments shall commence as of the first 
of the month next following the filing of the application, and shall be 
retroactive to the first day of the month following the death of the member of 
the legislature or former member with respect to any application filed after 
June 30, 1973. With respect to applications made after July 1, 1975, no 
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payment shall be retroactive for more than 12 months prior to the month the 
application is filed with the director. 

[7975 c 368 s 9] 

3A.10 One term of service being a certain time. 

Subdivision 1. In the case of a member of the house of representatives 
one full term of office shall be considered two full years service 
notwithstanding the fact that the oath of office may be taken on different days 
each biennium. In the case of a member of the senate, one full term of office 
shall be considered four full years service notwithstanding the fact that the 
oath of office may be taken on different days at the start of each term. For 
purposes of this chapter, a legislative term shall be deemed to commence on 
January 1st and to end on December 31st. 

[1975 c 368 s 10] 

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.1974] 

3A.12 Coverage by more than one retirement system or association. 

Subdivision 1. Entitlement to annuity. Any legislator who has been an 
employee covered by the Minnesota state retirement system, or a member of 
the public employees retirement association including the public employees 
retirement association policemen and firemen fund, or the teachers retirement 
association, or the Minneapolis municipal employees retirement fund, or the 
highway patrolmen's retirement association, or any other public employee 
retirement system in the state of Minnesota having a like provision but 
excluding all other funds providing benefits for policemen or firemen, shall be 
entitled when qualified to an annuity from each fund if his total allowable 
service for which he has credit in all funds or in any two of these funds totals 
ten or more years, provided no portion of the allowable service upon which the 
retirement annuity from one fund is based is again used in the computation for 
benefits from another fund. The annuity from each fund shall be determined by 
the appropriate provisions of the law except that the requirement that a 
person must have at least ten years allowable service in the respective system 
or association shall not apply for the purposes of this section provided the 
combined service in two or more of these funds equals ten or more years. The 
augmentation of deferred annuities provided in section 3A.02, subdivision 4, 
shall apply to the annuities accruing hereunder. 

Subd. 2. Refund repayment Any former legislator who has received a refund 
as provided in section 3A.03, subdivision 2, who is a currently contributing 
member of a retirement fund specified in subdivision 1, may repay the refund 
as provided in section 3A.03, subdivision 2. Any member of the legislature who 
has received a refund from any of the funds specified in subdivision 1, may 
repay the refund to the respective fund under such terms and conditions 
consistent with the law governing such fund if the law governing such fund 
permits the repayment of refunds. If the total amount to be repaid, including 
principal and interest exceeds $2,000, repayment may be made in three equal 
installments over a period of 18 months, with interest accrued during the 
period of repayment added to the final installment. 

[1975 c 368 s 11] 

CHAPTER 4. GOVERNOR 

Sec. Sec. 
4.11 State planning agency; creation and orga- 4.20 Repealed. 

nization. 4.25 Repealed. 
4.19 Consulting contracts by state agencies or 

departments, function of state planning 
agency. [New] 

4.11 State planning agency; creation and organization. 
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