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grams at the state and local level. The commissioner shall, from time to 
time, review the budgets, expenditures and development of each child care 
service and program to which a grant has been made pursuant to sections 
245.83 to 245.87. If the commissioner determines that any portion of the 
grants made to establish and operate a child care service or a program are no 
longer needed, that local support is not available to finance the local share of 
the cost of such service or programs, or that such service or programs do not 
comply with the rules, regulations, standards or requirements of the commis­
sioner, the commissioner may, upon 30 days notice, withdraw any funds not 
allocated prior to the delivery of such notice and cancel the grant to the ex­
tent of such withdrawal. 

Funds which have not been allocated by the end of the 18th month of the 
biennium shall be allocated without regard to area restrictions set forth in 
section 245.86. 

[1913 c 581, s 5] 

245.86 Authorization to counties and municipalities to make grants 
Any county or municipality may make grants from special tax revenues or 

from its general fund to any organization, governmental or corporate, for the 
same purposes for which the commissioner is authorized to make grants by 
sections 245.83 to 245.87. The above funds and an amount of funds estab­
lished as a usual rate for donations of time or services, or any combination 
thereof, are to provide for a 50 percent matching of county, local or private 
funds. 

[1973 c 581, s 6] 

245.87 Allocations 
For the purposes of sections 245.83 to 245.87 grants shall be equally distrib­

uted between the metropolitan area, comprising the counties of Anoka, Carv­
er, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott and Washington, and the outstate area 
so that no more than 55 percent of the total fund goes to either area. At 
least ten percent of the total allocation shall be designated for interim financ­
ing. For the purposes of Laws 1973, Chapter 584, the commissioner is 
further instructed that the allocation in each area be based on a need and 
population basis. 

[1973 c 584 a 7] 
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245A.0I Declaration of policy; citation 
Subdivision 1. The objectives of Laws 1073, Chapter 650, Art. XXI, Sec­

tions 1 to 30 arc to provide a sound administrative structure for public assist­
ance programs; to maximize the use of federal funds for public assistance 
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purposes; to provide property tax relief; and to provide an integrated public 
assistance program for all persons in the state without adequate income or 
resources to maintain a subsistence reasonably compatible with decency and 
health. 

It is hereby declared to be the policy of this state that persons unable to 
provide for themselves and not otherwise provided for by law, who meet the 
eligibility requirements of Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI, and do not 
refuse suitable employment, shall be entitled to receive such grants of general 
assistance and such services as may be necessary to maintain a subsistence 
reasonably compatible with decency and health. The furnishing of such as­
sistance and services is a matter of public concern and a necessity in pro­
moting the public health and welfare. 

A principal objective in providing general assistance and services shall be 
to aid those persons who can be helped to become self-supporting or to attain 
self-care. To achieve this aim, the commissioner shall establish minimum 
standards of assistance for general assistance. The standard for cash pay­
ments to recipients shall be, as to shelter, 100 percent, and as to other budg­
etary items, 50 percent, of those established for the federally aided assistance 
programs; provided, however, that no general assistance payment shall ex­
ceed an amount, which when computed for the time period for which it is 
made, exceeds the equivalent on a weekly basis of 40 times the hourly federal 
minimum wage prevailing when the payment is made; and provided further 
that persons receiving general relief on January 1, 1974 shall continue 
to be eligible therefor. In order to maximize the use of federal funds, 
the commissioner shall promulgate regulations, to the extent permitted 
by federal law for eligibility for the emergency assistance program, under the 
terms of Laws 1973, Chapter 050, Art. XXI for general assistance. The 
commissioner shall provide by regulation for the eligibility for general as­
sistance of persons with seasonal income, and may attribute seasonal in­
come to other periods not in excess of one year from receipt by an ap­
plicant or recipient. The strengthening and preservation of the family 
unit shall be a principal consideration in the administration of Laws 1973, 
Chapter 050, Art. XXI and all general assistance policies shall be formu­
lated and administered so as to further this objective. 

Sulxl. 2. Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI, Sections 1 to 30 may be cited 
as the general assistance article. 

[J.973 c 650 art. XXI s 1] 

245A.02 Definitions 
Subdivision 1. The terms defined in this section shall have the meanings 

given them unless otherwise provided or indicated by the context. 
Subd. 2. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of public welfare or his 

designee. 

Subd. 3. "Department" means the department of public welfare. 
Subd. 4. "General assistance" means cash payments to persons unable to 

provide themselves with a reasonable subsistence compatible with decency and 
health and who are not otherwise provided for under the laws of this state or 
the United States. It shall include cash payments for goods, shelter, fuel, 
food, clothing, light, necessary household supplies, and personal need items. 
General assistance shall not include payments for foster care, child welfare 
services, medical, dental, hospitalization, nursing care, drugs, or medical sup­
plies. It is the intent of Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI that these items 
be provided by local agencies in accordance with programs in effect at the 
time of the passage of Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI. Vendor payments 
may be made only as provided for in sections 245A.09 and 245A.11. 

Subd. 5. "Family" means two or more individuals who are related by 
blood, marriage or adoption, who are living in a place or residence main­
tained by one or more of them as his or their own home, and at least one of 
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whom is a child who is not married to another of such individuals and is in 
the care of or dependent upon another of such individuals. 

Subd. 6. "Child" means an individual who is under the age of 18. 
Subd. 7. "Childless couple" means two individuals who are related by mar­

riage and who are living in a place of residence maintained by them as their 
own home. 

Subd. 8. "Income" means earned and unearned income reduced by amounts 
paid or withheld for federal and state personal income taxes and federal so­
cial security taxes. 

Subd. 9. "Earned income" means remuneration for services performed as 
an employee, and net earnings from self-employment. 

Subd. 10. "Unearned income" means all other income including any pay­
ments received as an annuity, retirement or disability benefit, including veter­
an's or workmen's compensation; old age, survivors and disability insurance; 
railroad retirement benefits; unemployment benefits; and benefits under any 
federally aided categorical assistance program, supplementary security in­
come, or family assistance program; rents, dividends, interest and royalties; 
and support and alimony payments except that such payments may not be 
considered as available to meet the needs of any person other than the person 
for whose benefit they are received, unless that person is under a legal duty 
to support another family member. 

Subd. 11. "State aid" means state aid to local agencies for general assist­
ance expenditures as provided for in Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI. 

Subd. 12. "Local agency" means the county welfare boards in the several 
counties of the state except that it may also include any multicounty welfare 
boards or departments where those have been established in accordance with 
law. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 2] 

245A.03 Responsibility to provide general assistance 
Subdivision 1. Every local agency shall provide general assistance to per­

sons residing within its jurisdiction who meet the need requirements of Laws 
1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI. General assistance shall be administered ac­
cording to law and rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner 
pursuant to the provisions of Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI. 

Subd. 2. State aid shall be paid to local agencies for 50 percent of all gen­
eral assistance grants up to the standards of section 245A.01, subdivision 1, 
according to procedures established by the commissioner. Any local agency 
may, from its own resources, make payments of general assistance at a stand­
ard higher than that established by the commissioner, without reference to 
the standards of section 245A.01, subdivision 1. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 3] 

24SA.04 Duties of the commissioner 
In addition to any other duties imposed by law, the commissioner shall: 
(1) Supervise the administration of general assistance by local agencies as 

provided in Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI; 
(2) Promulgate uniform rules and regulations consistent with law for carry­

ing out and enforcing the provisions of Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI to 
the end that general assistance may be administered as uniformly as possible 
throughout the state; rules and regulations shall be furnished immediately to 
all local agencies and other interested persons; in promulgating rules and 
regulations, the provisions of chapter 15, shall apply; 

(3) Allocate moneys appropriated for general assistance to local agencies as 
provided in Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI; 

(4) Accept and supervise the disbursement of any funds that may be pro­
vided by the federal government or from other sources for use in this state 
for general assistance; 
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(5) Cooperate with other agencies including any agency of the United 
States or of another state in all matters concerning the powers and duties of 
the commissioner under Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI; 

(6) Cooperate to the fullest extent with other public agencies empowered by 
law to provide vocational training, rehabilitation, or similar services; 

(7) Gather and study current information and report at least annually to 
the governor and legislature on the nature and need for general assistance, 
the amounts expended under the supervision of each local agency, and the ac­
tivities of each local agency and publish such reports for the information of 
the public; 

(8) Report at least annually to the governor and legislature the cost of liv­
ing in the various counties and metropolitan areas as related to the standards 
of assistance and the amounts expended for assistance, and make this infor­
mation available to the public. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 4] 

245A.05 Eligibility for general assistance 
Subdivision I. Standards. Each person or family whose income and re­

sources are less than the standard of assistance established by the commis­
sioner shall be eligible for and entitled to general assistance; provided that no 
individual shall be eligible for general assistance if he is eligible for any of 
the following federally aided assistance programs: emergency assistance, aid 
to families with dependent children, supplemental security income for the 
aged, blind, or disabled; or any successor to the above. 

Subd. 2. Use of federal funds. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, 
if any person otherwise eligible for general assistance would, but for state 
statutory restriction or limitation, be eligible for a federally aided assistance 
program providing benefits equal to or greater than those of general assist­
ance, he shall be eligible for that federally aided program and ineligible for 
general assistance; provided, however, that (a) nothing in this section shall 
be construed to extend eligibility for federally aided programs to persons not 
otherwise eligible for general assistance; (b) this section shall not be effec­
tive to the extent that federal law or regulation require new eligibility for 
federal programs to persons not otherwise eligible for general assistance; 
and (c) nothing in this section shall deny general assistance to a person other­
wise eligible who is determined ineligible for a substitute federally aided pro­
gram. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 5] 

245A.06 Amount of assistance 
Subdivision 1. General assistance shall be granted in such an amount that 

when added to the nonexempt income actually available to the individual or 
family, the total amount equals the applicable standard of assistance estab­
lished by the commissioner for general assistance. 

Subd. 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 1, a grant of gen­
eral assistance may be made to an eligible individual or family for one or 
more items encompassed within the definition of general assistance where 
the applicant or recipient requests temporary assistance not exceeding 30 
days and an emergency situation appears to exist if the individual is ineli­
gible for the federally aided program of emergency assistance. 

[1913 c 650 art. XXI s 6] 

245A.07 Time of payment of assistance 
An applicant for general assistance shall be deemed presumptively eligible 

if his sworn application on its face demonstrates that he is within the eligi­
bility criteria established by Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI and any ap­
plicable rules and regulations of the commissioner. General assistance shall 
be immediately granted to such presumptively eligible applicant without the 
necessity of first securing action by the board of the local agency. 

662 

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1973 SUPPLEMENT



GENERAL ASSISTANCE ACT 245A.10 

If upon verification and due investigation it appears that the applicant 
swore falsely and such false information materially affected his eligibility for 
general assistance or the amount of his general assistance grant, the local 
agency shall refer the matter to the county attorney. The county attorney 
may commence a criminal prosecution or a civil action for the recovery of 
any general assistance wrongfully received, or b6th. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 7] 

245A.08 Exclusion from resources 
Subdivision 1. In determining eligibility of a family or individual there 

shall be excluded the following resources: 
(1) Property which does not exceed that permitted under the federally aided 

assistance program known as aid to families With dependent children; pro­
vided, however, that the commissioner may provide by rule and regulation 
more restrictive eligibility standards and levels of payment for general assist­
ance if it is determined that funds available are not adequate to meet project­
ed need; and 

(2) Other property, including real or personal property used as a home, 
which has been determined, in accordance with and subject to limitations con­
tained in rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner, to be essen­
tial to the family or individual as a means of self-support or self-care or 
which is producing income that is being used for the support of the individual 
or family. The commissioner shall further provide by rule and regulation 
for those situations in which property may be retained by the family or indi­
vidual where there is a reasonable probability that in the foreseeable future 
the property will be used for the self-support of the individual or family. 

Subd. 2. Notwithstanding any other provision of Laws 1973, Chapter 650, 
Art. XXI, the commissioner shall provide by rule and regulation for the ex­
clusion of property from the determination of eligibility for general assist­
ance when it appears likely that the need for general assistance will not ex­
ceed 30 days and an undue hardship would be imposed on an individual or 
family by the forced disposal of such property. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 8] 

245A.09 Form of payment; vendor payments 
Subdivision 1. All grants of general assistance shall be paid in cash and 

with such frequency as the commissioner shall determine. The commissioner 
may provide by rule and regulation for the making of general assistance pay­
ments in different time periods for various reasonable classifications of recip­
ients. 

Subd. 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 1, the commissioner 
shall provide by rule and regulation for situations in which vendor payments 
may be made by local agencies because of the inability of the recipient to 
manage his general assistance grant for his own or family's benefit. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 9] 

245A.I0 Hearings prior to reduction; termination; suspension of general as­
sistance grants 

No grant of general assistance except one made pursuant to section 245A.-
06, subdivision 2 or section 245A.08, subdivision 2, shall be reduced, terminat­
ed or suspended unless the recipient receives notice and is afforded an oppor­
tunity to be heard prior to any action by the local agency. 

Nothing herein shall deprive a recipient of his right to full administrative 
and judicial review of an order or determination of a local agency as pro­
vided for in section 245A.12 subsequent to any action taken by a local agency 
after a prior hearing. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 10\ 
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245A.II Work Incentive and registration 
Subdivision 1. Every person who is a recipient of general assistance and 

not employed shall be required, unless exempt by subdivision 6, to register 
with the state employment service of the department of manpower services 
and the local agency and accept any suitable employment that is offered him. 

Subd. 2. The local agency shall provide a general assistance work program 
for persons who qualify for assistance but who are unable to gain employ­
ment through the state employment service of the department of manpower 
services. Local agencies shall adopt a list of work priorities to be met 
through the employment of eligible recipients when such recipients are unable 
to gain employment through the state employment service or through their 
own initiative. The local agency may assign the recipient such work as he is 
able to perform but which is not that ordinarily performed and which would 
supplement but not replace projects which are ordinarily performed by regu­
lar employees of the county. 

Subd. 3. General assistance work program recipients shall be paid at the 
same wage rates as county employees doing similar work, and the number of 
hours of work assigned to a recipient shall be determined by the needs of 
himself and his family including expenses incidental to his employment. 

Subd. 4. A local agency may contract with the federal government, or 
with any department, agency, subdivision or instrumentality of the state, for 
the services of general assistance work program recipients on such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed upon, with or without consideration paid to the 
local agency. 

Subd. 5. General assistance work program recipients are employees of the 
local agencies within the meaning of workmen's compensation laws, but not 
retirement or civil service laws. 

Subd. 6. No person shall be required to register with the commissioner or 
state employment service if he is: 

(1) A person with illness, incapacity, or advanced .age; 
(2) A child attending a school or college full time; 
(3) A person whose presence in the home on a substantially continuous ba­

sis is required because of the illness or incapacity of another member of the 
household; 

(4) A person who has been referred to or applied for a work training, work 
experience, vocational rehabilitation or other such similar program; provided 
that the period of time such person is exempted from the registration require­
ments of subdivision 1, while awaiting acceptance into such program, does not 
exceed 30 days; or 

(5) An adult member of a household with children in which another adult 
is employed full time or has registered with the state employment service or 
been accepted in a work training program. 

Subd. 7. Any person who objects to being required to register with the 
commissioner or state employment service, shall be entitled to a prior hearing 
in accord with the provisions of section 245A.10 on the issue of whether such 
person comes within the exemptions contained in subdivision 6, clause (1), (2), 
(3), or (4). 

Subd. 8. (1) Any person who refuses to accept suitable employment when 
offered him shall lose his eligibility for general assistance and, if a member 
of a family receiving general assistance, that portion of the grant attributa­
ble to said person shall not be paid. 

The commissioner may further provide by rule and regulation that vendor 
payments may be made with respect to any family in which a person who is 
obligated to accept suitable employment has refused to do so. 

(2) The provisions of section 245A.10 providing for notice and opportunity 
to be heard prior to a decision to reduce, suspend or terminate benefits shall 
be applicable to determinations made under clause (1). 
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Subd. 9. The commissioner shall establish procedures to insure that any 
recipient of general assistance desiring to improve his ability to support him­
self and his family shall be promptly referred to the department of manpower 
services or any other agency, public or private, operating a work training, 
work experience, vocational rehabilitation or other similar program. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 11} 

245A.I2 Administrative and judicial review 
Subdivision 1. Any applicant or recipient aggrieved by any order or deter­

mination of a local agency may appeal from such order or determination to 
the commissioner of public welfare. The aggrieved applicant or recipient 
shall file with the local agency a notice of appeal within 30 days of the re­
ceipt by him of the order or determination of the local agency, provided that 
the order or determination is in writing and contains a statement advising 
the applicant or recipient of his right to appeal and the procedures for per­
fecting same. 

If the order or determination of the local agency is not in writing or does 
not contain the appeal procedure statement referred to above, the 30-day peri­
od shall not be tolled until the applicant or recipient is properly notified in 
accordance with the provisions of this subdivision. 

Notwithstanding the absence of proper notice or order or determination, the 
applicant or recipient may appeal to the commissioner by filing with the local 
agency any writing which states with reasonable clarity his dissatisfaction 
with or desire to obtain review of the determination or order of the local 
agency. 

Subd. 2. Upon receipt the local agency shall immediately forward the no­
tice of appeal to the commissioner. Within 30 days of the receipt of the no­
tice of appeal, the commissioner shall provide the applicant or recipient with 
the opportunity for a hearing before the commissioner or his legal representa­
tive. The local agency shall be a party to the proceeding before the commis­
sioner. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner may, upon his own motion, review any decision 
made by a local agency and may make such additional investigation as he 
deems necessary. 

Subd. 4. Within 30 days from the date of the hearing before the commis­
sioner or his legal representative, a decision in writing making findings of 
fact and conclusions of law shall be rendered. 

Subd. 5. Any applicant or recipient aggrieved by the determination by the 
commissioner may, within 30 days after notice of such decision is mailed, ap­
peal from the decision or determination of the commissioner to the district 
court of the county in which the application was filed by serving a written 
notice of such appeal upon the commissioner and all other parties to the ad­
ministrative hearing and by filing the original of such notice together with 
proof of service with the clerk of the district court of the county. No filing 
fee or other fees normally exacted by the clerk of district court upon the fil­
ing of a case shall be required. 

A summary of the issues involved, a copy of all supporting papers, a tran­
script of any testimony, and a copy of the decision of the commissioner shall 
be filed with the court. The court shall summarily, upon ten days' written 
notice, try and determine the appeal upon the record of the commissioner as 
certified by the commissioner and in the determination thereof shall be gov­
erned by the standard of review applicable to contested proceedings under 
chapter 15. No new or additional evidence shall lie taken on such appeal 
or introduced by any party to such hearing or appeal in a district court 
unless such new or additional evidence in the sound discretion of the court 
is necessary to a more equitable disposition of the appeal. If the court 
shall find that the order of the commissioner is not sustained by sub­
stantial evidence or is not in accord with applicable legal principles, the court 
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shall make an order declaring the order of the commissioner null and void, 
giving the reasons therefor, and shall order the commissioner to take further 
action in the matter not inconsistent with the determination of the court. 
During the pendency of any appeal, if the commissioner has awarded general 
assistance, it shall be paid pending the determination of the appeal. 

Subd. 6. Any party aggrieved by the determination of the district court 
may appeal to the supreme court in like manner as appeals are taken in civil 
actions, except that no filing fee shall be required by the clerk of the district 
court or supreme court. 

The determination of the district court shall remain in effect during the 
pendency of any appeal to the supreme court. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI a 12] 

245A.I3 Mandamus to compel payment of general assistance 
Subdivision 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 245A.12 provid­

ing for administrative and judicial review of local agency determinations, a 
person denied general assistance by the local agency may apply to the dis­
trict court of the county in which his application was filed and the district 
court shall order the payment of general assistance if the person establishes: 

(1) The substantial likelihood that he is eligible for and entitled to general 
assistance, and 

(2) The person or family will suffer irreparable injury if general assistance 
is not granted without delay. 

Subd. 2. The denial by a district court of a writ of mandamus shall not 
affect the right or scope of administrative or judicial review, as set forth in 
section 245A.16. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s IS] 

245A.I4 Violations 
Whoever obtains or attempts to obtain, or aids or abets any person to ob­

tain by means of a willfully false statement or representation, or by imper­
sonation, or other fraudulent device: 

(1) Assistance to which he is not entitled; or 
(2) Assistance greater than that to which he is reasonably entitled ; 

shajl be considered to have violated section 256.98, and shall be subject to 
the criminal and civil penalties provided therein. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s Ik] 

245A.I5 Relative's responsibility 
The financial responsibility of a relative for an applicant or recipient of 

general assistance shall not extend beyond the relationship of a spouse, or a 
parent of an applicant or recipient who is a child. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 15] 

245A.I6 General assistance to be allowed as claim In probate court 
On the death of any person who received any general assistance under 

Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI, or on the death of the survivor of a mar­
ried couple, either or both of whom received general assistance, the total 
amount paid as general assistance to either or both, without interest, shall be 
allowed as a claim against the estate of such person or persons by the court 
having jurisdiction to probate the estate. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 16] 

245A.I7 Data processing procedures 
The local agency shall, to the extent permitted by federal law or regulation, 

in addition to any other necessary records and procedures, provide for the in-
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elusion of all general assistance records in any data processing system estab­
lished for the medical assistance program, in accordance with procedures es­
tablished by the commissioner. 

[1913 c 650 art. XXI s 11] 

245A.I8 Residence; county of financial responsibility; determination 
Subdivision 1. In determining the county of financial responsibility, in all 

matters concerning legal settlement of the poor, the definitions and rules of 
this section shall apply. 

Subd. 2. "County of financial responsibility" means (a) the county in 
which an individual resides; or (b) if an individual is a patient in a hospital, 
nursing home, or boarding care home, as defined in section 144.50, at the 
time of making application, and immediately prior thereto resided in another 
county, then that other county; or (c) the above provisions notwithstanding, 
if an individual is a recipient of medical assistance, the county from which 
he is receiving medical assistance. 

Subd. 3. If upon the investigation the local agency decides that the appli­
cation was not filed in the county of financial responsibility as defined by 
this section, but that the applicant is otherwise eligible for assistance, it 
shall, while providing assistance to the applicant, transmit a copy of the ap­
plication, together with the record of any investigation made by it and a copy 
of its decision, to the state agency, and to the agency of the county which it 
has decided is the county of financial responsibility. The state agency shall 
thereupon promptly decide any question of financial responsibility and make 
an order referring the application to the local agency of the proper county 
for further action, including reimbursement by such county of any assistance 
which another county has provided to the applicant in accordance with this 
subdivision. The state agency may make such investigation as it deems prop­
er before making its decision. It shall prescribe rules and regulations for 
carrying into effect this subdivision. The order of the state agency shall be 
binding upon the local agency involved and the applicant or recipient, shall be 
complied with by that agency unless reversed on appeal as provided in Laws 
1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI, and shall be so complied with pending any such 
appeal. 

[1913 c 650 art. XXI s IS] 

245A.I9 Abolition of township system of poor relief 
Subdivision 1. The town system for caring for the poor in each of the 

counties in which it is in effect is hereby abolished. The county welfare 
board of each county shall administer general assistance under the provisions 
of Laws 1973, Chapter 650, Art. XXI. 

Subd. 2. All county welfare boards affected by Laws 1973, Chapter 650, 
Art. XXI are hereby authorized to take over for the county as of January 1, 
1974, the ownership of all case records relating to the administration of poor 
relief. 

[1913 c 650 art XXI s 19] 

245A.20 Transfer of town employees 
Subdivision 1. The term "merit system" as used herein shall mean the 

rules for a merit system of personnel administration for employees of county 
welfare boards adopted by the commissioner of public welfare in accordance 
with the provisions of section 393.07, including the merit system established 
for Hennepin county pursuant to Laws 1965, Chapter 855, as amended, the 
federal social security article as amended, and merit system standards and 
regulations issued by the federal social security board and the United States 
children's bureau. 

Subd. 2. All employees of any municipality or town who are engaged full 
time in poor relief work therein on January 1, 1974 shall be retained as em­
ployees of the county and placed under the jurisdiction of its welfare board. 
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All transferred employees shall be blanketed into the merit system with 
comparable status, classification, longevity, and seniority, and subject to the 
administrative requirements of the county welfare board. Employees with 
permanent status under any civil service provision on January 1, 1974 shall 
be granted permanent status under the merit system at comparable classifica­
tions and in accordance with work assignments made under the authority of 
the county welfare board as provided by the merit system rules. 

The determination of proper job allocation shall be the responsibility of the 
personnel officer or director as provided under merit system rules applicable 
to the county involved with the right of appeal of allocation to the merit sys­
tem council or personnel board by any employee affected by this transfer. 

All transferred employees shall receive salaries for the classification to 
which they are allocated in accordance with the schedule in effect for county 
welfare board employees and at a salary step which they normally would 
have received had they been employed by the county welfare board for the 
same period of service they had previously served under the civil service pro­
visions of any municipality or town; provided, however, that no salary shall 
be reduced as a result of the transfer. 

All accumulated sick leave of transferred employees in the amount of 60 
days or less shall be transferred to the records of the county welfare board 
and such accumulated sick leave shall be the legal liability of the county wel­
fare board. All accumulated sick leave in excess of 60 days shall be paid in 
cash to transferred employees by the municipality or town by which they 
were employed prior to their transfer, at the time of transfer. In lieu of the 
cash payment, the municipality or town shall, at the option of the employee 
concerned, allow a leave of absence with pay, prior to transfer, for all or part 
of the accumulated sick leave. 

Subd. 3. Employees of municipalities and towns engaged in the work of 
administering poor relief who are not covered by civil service provisions shall 
be blanketed into the merit system subject to a qualifying examination. Em­
ployees with one year or more service shall be subject to a qualifying exami­
nation and those with less than one year's service shall be subject to an open 
competitive examination. 

Subd. 4. All vacation leave of employees referred to in subdivision 2, 
accumulated prior to their transfer to county employment shall be paid in 
cash to them by the municipality or town by which they were employed prior 
to their transfer, and at the time of their transfer. In lieu of the cash pay­
ment, the municipality or town shall, at the option of the employee concerned, 
allow a leave of absence with pay, prior to such transfer, for all or part of 
the accumulated vacation time. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s 20] 

245A.2I Continuation of retirement system for former Minneapolis employees 

Subdivision 1. Each employee of the city of Minneapolis who is trans­
ferred to and employed by the county under the provisions of section 245A.20 
and who is a contributing member of a retirement system organized under the 
provisions of chapter 422, shall continue to be a member of that system and 
entitled to all of the benefits conferred thereby and subject to all the re­
strictions of chapter 422, unless he applies to cancel his membership within 
six months after January 1, 1974. 

Subd. 2. The cost to the public of that portion of the retirement allow­
ances or other benefits accrued while any such employee was in the service 
of the city of Minneapolis shall remain an obligation of the city and a tax 
shall be levied and collected by it to discharge its obligation as provided by 
chapter 422. 

Subd. 3. The cost to the public of the retirement allowances or other bene­
fits accruing to employees so transferred to and employed by the county shall 
be the obligation of and paid by the county at such time as the retirement 
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board shall fix and determine in accordance with chapter 422. The county 
shall pay to the municipal retirement fund an amount certified to the county 
auditor of the county by the retirement board as the cost of the retirement 
allowances and other benefits accruing and owing to such county employees. 
The cost to the public of the retirement allowances as herein provided shall 
be paid from the county revenue fund by the county auditor upon receipt of 
certification from the retirement board as herein provided, and the county 
board is authorized to levy and collect such taxes as may be necessary to pay 
such costs. 

[1973 c 650 art. XXI s SI] 

245A.22 Reimbursement of counties by state relating to public assistance 
To the extent of appropriations available therefor, the department of public 

welfare shall reimburse counties up to 50 percent of all salary expenses, ap­
proved by the commissioner, incurred and paid by the counties, for which no 
payment or reimbursement is made by the United States or any subdivision 
thereof, in administering, and salary administrative costs in providing serv­
ices in connection with, all public asistance programs. No aid under this sec­
tion shall be paid for salary costs of (a) single-county welfare directors; or 
(b) fiscal support personnel to the extent involved in the processing of public 
assistance claims and payments, or their supporting clerical staff; or (c) per­
sons who are not regularly assigned employees of local agencies. Claims for 
reimbursement for expenditures made by the county shall lie presented to the 
department by the respective counties at least four times per year in such 
manner as the commissioner shall prescribe. For the purposes of this section, 
the term "salary" shall include regular compensation not in excess of that 
paid similarly situated state employees, the employer's cost of health benefits 
and contributions to the appropriate retirement system, but shall not include 
travel or other reimbursable expenses. The commissioner shall, pursuant to 
the administrative procedures act, prior to making any payments, promulgate 
rules to implement this section. 

[1973 o 050 art. XXI s 30] 

CHAPTER 246. PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

Sec. Sec. 
246.01 Powers and duties. 246.50 Care of patients at state hospi-
246.02 Kxecutive officers. tals; definitions. 
246.20 Repealed. 246.51 Payment for care and treatment; 
246.43 Sex offenders. determination. 

246.01 Powers and duties 
The commissioner of public welfare is hereby specifically constituted the 

guardian of both the estate and person of all feeble-minded or epileptic per­
sons, the guardianship of whom has heretofore been vested in the state board 
of control or in the director of social welfare whether by operation of law or 
by an order of court without any further act or proceeding, and all the pow­
ers and duties vested in or imposed upon the state board of control or the 
director of social welfare, with reference to mental testing of persons mental­
ly deficient or epileptic, and with reference to the institutions of the state of 
Minnesota except correctional institutions administered and managed by the 
commissioner of corrections, are hereby transferred to, vested in, and imposed 
upon the commissioner of public welfare, and in relation thereto he is hereby 
charged with and shall have the exclusive power of administration and man­
agement of all of the following state institutions: The schools and hospitals 
for the mentally retarded and epileptic, state hospitals for the mentally ill, 
the Minnesota braille and sightsaving school, the state school for the deaf, 
and the state hospital for inebriates. He shall have power and authority to 
determine all matters relating to the unified and continuous development of 
all of the foregoing institutions and of such other institutions, the supervision 
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