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215.19 PUBLIC EXAMINER

enterprise, or fund thereof; and the scope of the examination may be limited
by the petition, but such examination shall cover, at least, all cash received
and disbursed and the transactions relating thereto, provided that the public
examiner shall not examine more than the six latest years preceding the cir-
culation of the petition, unless it appears to the public examiner during his
examination that the audit period should be extended to permit a full recovery
under bonds furnished by public officers or employees, and may if it appears
to him in the public interest confine the period or the scope of audit or both
period and scope of audit, to less than that requested by the petition. When
the population of any such city, borough, village, or town is not more than
2,000, the petition shall be signed by at least six freeholders for each 100 in-
habitants; when the population thereof is over 2,000 the petition shall be
signed by at least four freeholders for each 100 inhabitants. Likewise the
freeholders of any school district may petition the public examiner in the same
manner and he shall be subject to the same restrictions regarding the scope
and period of audit, provided that the petition shall be signed by at least ten
freeholders for each 50 resident pupils in average daily membership during
the preceding school yedr as shown on the records in the office of the com-
missioner of education. In no case shall the petition for an examination of a
town bear the names of less than 25 freeholders; and in the case of a city,
borough, or village having a population over 2,000 said petition shall be signed
by not less than 120 freeholders; and provided, that in the case of school dis-
tricts and all other cities, villages, and boroughs, said petition shall be signed
by at least ten freeholders. At the time it is circulated, every petition shall
contain a statement that the cost of the audit will be borne by the city, village,
borough, town, or school district as provided by law. Before such petition is
delivered to the public examiner it shall be presented to the auditor of the
county in which such city, borough, town, village, or school district is situated,
who shall determine whether such petition is signed by the required number
of freeholders and shall certify such fact thereon, and such certificate shall
be conclusive evidence thereof in any action or proceeding for the recovery of
the costs, charges and expenses of any examination made pursuant to such
petition. '
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216.161 Contested cases; notice.

216.161 Contested cases; notice

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law the department in any
contested case shall give reasonable notice to representatives of associations
or other interested groups or persons who have registered their names with
the secretary of the department for that purpose, to all parties and to cities,
villages and municipalities which the department deems to be interested in
the proceeding. The commission may prescribe an annual fee to be paid into
the state treasury which shall be a charge to all registered groups or persons.
This charge is to cover the costs involved.

“Contested case” means a proceeding before the department in which the le-
gal rights, duties or privileges of specific parties are required by law or con-
stitutional right to be determined after a hearing.
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