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518.001 REPORTS OF DIVORCE AND ANNULMENT.

Subdivision 1. For

each divorce and annulment of marriage granted by any court in this state, a
report shall be prepared and filed by the clerk of court with the state registrar of
vital statistics. The report shall include only the following information: Name
and date of birth of the husband and the wife, county of decree, date of decree, and
the signature of the clerk of court and the date signed.

Subd. 2. On or before the 11th day of each month the clerk of court shall for
ward to the state registrar of vital statistics the report of each dlvorce and annul-
ment granted during the preceding calendar month

[1969c 11458 4%])

518.01 VOID OR VOIDABLE MARRIAGES All marriages which are pro-.
hibited by law on account of consanguinity, or on account of either or both parties
being under the age established for marriage by Minnesota Statutes, Section 517.03,
or on-account of either party having a former husband or wife then living, if
solemnized within this state, shall be absolutely void, without any decree of divorce
or other legal proceedings; provided, that if any person whose husband or wife
has been absent for five successive years, without being known to such person to:
be living during that time, marries during the lifetime of such absent husband or
wife, the marriage shall be void only from the time that its nullity is duly adjudged.

[R L 8 8569; 1937 ¢ 407 8 2; 1968 ¢ 795 8 4] (8580)

518.02 VOIDABLE MARRIAGES When either party to a marriage is mcap-
able of assenting thereto for want of age or understanding, or when the consent of
either has been obtained by force or fraud, and there is no subsequent voluntary
cohabitation of the parties, the marriage may be annulled at the suit of the injured
party, and shall be void from the time its nullity is adjudged.

[R. L. 8. 8570] (8581)

518.03 ACTION TO ANNUL. When the validity of a marriage is disputed
for any of the causes mentioned in section 518.01 or 518.02, either party may begin
an action in the district court of the county where either resides, to annul the
same. In such action the complaint shall be filed and proceedings had thereon as in
actions for divorce and, upon due proof of the nullity of the marriage, it shall be
adjudged null and void.

[R. L. 8. 8571) (8582)
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518.04 INSUFFICIENT GROUNDS FOR ANNULMENT. No marriage shall
be adjudged a nullity on the ground that one of the parties was under the age of
legal consent if it appears that the parties had voluntarily cohabited together as
husband and wife after having attained such age; nor shall the marriage of any
insane person be adjudged void after his restoration to reason, if it appears that
the parties freely cohabited together as husband and wife after such restoration.

[R. L. 5. 3572] (8583)

518.05 ANNULMENT, GROUNDS. No marriage shall be adjudged a nullity at
the suit of the party capable of contracting, on the ground that the other party
was under the age of legal consent, or was idiotic or insane, if such idiocy or insanity
was known to the party capable of contracting at the time of such marriage.

[R. L. 8. 85781 (858%)

ACTIONS

518.06 GROUNDS. A divorce from the bonds of matrimony may be adjudged
by the district court for any of the following causes:

(1) Adultery;

(2) Impotency;

(3) A course of conduct detrimental to the marriage relationship of the party
seeking the divorce;

(4) Sentence to imprisonment in any state or United States prison or any
state or United States reformatory subsequent to the marriage; and in such case
a pardon shall not restore the conjugal rights;

(5) Wilful desertion for one year next preceding the commencement of the
action;

(6) Habitual drunkenness for one year immediately preceding the commence-
ment of the action;

(7) Three years under commitment pursuant to the provisions of chapter
253A for mental illness or previous commitment statutes, provided that: (a) Com-
mitment itself be sufficient with or without institutionalization; (b) the three
years need not be continuous; (c¢) in granting a divorce upon this ground, notice
of the pendency of the action shall be served in such manner as the court may
direct, upon the guardian of the person and the guardian of the estate of such
mentally ill person, if such guardian or guardians have been appointed and have
qualified, and if such mentally ill person be confined, upon the superintendent of
the institution in which such mentally ill person is confined; (d) such guardian
and superintendent of the institution shall be entitled to appear and be heard
upon any and all issues; (e) the rights of the parties as to the support and
maintenance of the mentally ill person shall not be altered in any way by the
granting of the divorce; (f) the person be under commitment for mental illness
at the time of the commencement of the action; and (g) a guardian ad litem
shall be appointed for such mentally ill person;

(8) Continuous separation under decree of limited divorce for more than five
years next preceding the commencement of the action, and continuous sepa-
ration under an order or decree of separate maintenance for a period of two
years immediately preceding the commencement of the action.

(9) A decree of divorce may be adjudged to either husband or wife notwith-
standing that both have conducted themselves in such manner as to constitute
grounds for divorce.

[R L s 3574; 1909 ¢ 448 8 1; 1927 ¢ 804 s 1; 1938 ¢ 262 s 1; 1988 ¢ 324; Ex198} c 78
S 1; 1935 ¢ 295 s 1; 1941 ¢ 406 s 1; 1951 ¢ 637 8 1; 1969 ¢ 764 s 1; 1971 ¢ 177 s 1]
(8585)

518.07 RESIDENCE OF COMPLAINANT. No divorce shall be granted unless
the plaintiff has resided in this state one year immediately preceding the filing
of the complaint, except for adultery committed while the plaintiff was a resident
of this state.

[R. L. 8. 85751 (8586)

518.08 DENIAL, THOUGH ADULTERY PROVED. In any action brought for
a divorce on the ground of adultery, although the fact of adultery be established,
the court may deny a divorce in the following cases:

(1) When it appears that the offense was committed by the procurement or
with the connivance of the plaintiff;

(2) When there has been an express forgiveness of the adultery charged, or
a voluntary cohabitation of the parties, with knowledge thereof;
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(3) When the action has not been brought within three years aiter the dis-
covery of the offense charged;

(4) When it is proved that the plaintiff has also been guilty of adultery under
such circumstances as would have entitled the defendant, if innocent, to a-divorce.

[R. L. 8. 35761 (8587)

- 518.09 ACTION; HOW AND WHERE BROUGHT; VENUE. An action for
divorce or separate maintenance may be brought by a wife in her own name, and
all actions for divorce shall be commenced by summons and complaint in the
county where the plaintiff resides, as hereinafter provided, subject to the power
of the court to change the place of trial by consent of parties, or when it shall
appear that an impartial trial cannot be had in the county where the action 1s
pending, or that the convenience of witnesses and ends of justice would be promoted
by the change.

[R. L. 8. 8577; 1931 c. 226 8. 1] (8588)

518.10 REQUISITES OF COMPLAINT. The complaint shall state:

(1) The names and ages of the parties, the date and place of marriage, and the
facts relating to the residence of the plaintiff in this state,

(2) The names and dates of birth of the minor and dependent children of the
parties,

(3) The statutory ground of the action.

The facts relied upon as the statutory ground of the action shall be furnished
in a verified bill of particulars within ten days after a written demand therefor.
The time to answer or reply shall begin to run from the time such bill of particulars
is furnished. The court may, upon motion therefor, order either party to furnish
such a verified bill of particulars, or if the bill of particulars furnished is insuffici-
ent, to require such additional facts so as to advise the other party of the facts
relied upon as the statutory ground of the action.

[R L s 3578; 1955 ¢ 688 8 1] (8589)

518.11 SERVICE; PUBLICATION. Copies of the summons and complaint
shall be served on the defendant personally, and, when such service is made out of
this state and within the United States, it may be proved by the affidavit of the
person making the same, with the certificate of the clerk of the court of the county
to the identity of the officer taking the affidavit, and when made without the
United States it may be proved by the affidavit of the person making the same,
taken before and certified by any United States minister, charge d’affaires, com-
missioner, consul or commercial agent, or other consular or diplomatic officer of
the United States appointed to reside in such country, including all deputies or
other representatives of such officer authorized to perform their duties; or before
an officer authorized to administer an oath with the certificate of an officer of a
court of record of the country wherein such affidavit is taken as to the identity
and authority of the officer taking the same, but, if personal service cannot well
be made, the court may order service of the summons by publication, which
publication shall be made as in other actions.

[R. L. 8. 8579; 1909 c. 434; 1918 c. §7 8. 1} (8590) :

518.12 TIME FOR ANSWERING. The defendant shall have 30 days in which
to answer the complaint. In case of service by publication, the 30 days shall not’
begin to run until the expiration of the period allowed for publication,

[R. L. 8. $580; 1945 c. 7 8. 1] (8591)

518.13 FAILURE TO ANSWER; REFERENCE.- If the defendant does not
appear after service duly made and proved, the court may hear and determine the
action at a general or special term, or in vacation; provided, that the court or
judge, upon application, may refer the action to a referee to take and report the
evidence therein. When issue is joined, like proceedings shall be had as in civil
actions.

[R. L. 8. 85811 (8592)

518.14 TEMPORARY ALIMONY OR SUPPORT MONEY; COSTS AND DIS-
BURSEMENTS AND ATTORNEY’S FEES. In any action brought either for di-
vorce or separate maintenance, the court, in its discretion, may require one party
to pay a reasonable amount, necessary to enable the other spouse to carry on, or
to defend the action, and to support such spouse and the children .during its
pendency. The court may adjudge costs and disbursements against either party.
The court may authorize the collection of any money so awarded by execution,
or out of any property sequestered, or in any other manner within the power of the
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court. An award of attorney’s fees made by the court during the pendency of the
action or in the final judgment survives the action and if not paid by the party
directed to pay the same may be enforced as above provided or by a separate civil
action brought by the attorney in his own name. If the action is dismissed or
abandoned prior to determination and award of attorney’s fees the court may
nevertheless award attorney’s fees upon the attorney’'s motion and such award
shall also survive the action and may be enforced in the same manner as last above
provided. 3
[R L s 38582; 1955 c 687 8 1] (8598)

518.15 PROTECTION OF WIFE. When an action is commenced, or about to
be commenced, to annul a marriage, or for a divorce or separation, the court may,
at any time, on the petition of the wife, prohibit the husband from imposing any
restraint on her personal liberty during the pendency of the action.

[R. L. s. 85831 (8594)

518.16 CUSTODY OF CHILDREN DURING PENDENCY. The court, on the
application of either party, may make such order concerning the care and custody
of the minor children of the parties, and their suitable maintenance, during the
pendency of such action, and such temporary orders relative to the persons or
property of the parties, as shall be deemed necessary and proper.

[R. L. s. 3584) (8595)

518.17 CUSTODY AND SUPPORT OF CHILDREN ON JUDGMENT. Upon
adjudging the nullity of a marriage, or a divorce or separation, the court may
make such further order as it deems just and proper concerning the care, cus-
tody, and maintenance of the minor children of the parties and may determine
with which of the parents they, or any .of them, shall remain, having due regard
to the age and sex of such children and the children’s relationship with each par-
ent prior to the commencement of the action. In determining the parent with
whom a child shall remain, the court shall consider all facts in the best interest of
the children and shall not prefer one parent over the other solely on the basis of
the sex of the parent. In determining the appropriate amount of child support to
be paid by each parent, the court shall consider the earning capacity and financial
circumstances of each parent. On petition for any change in child support because
of alleged change in circumstances the court shall take into consideration the
earning capacity and financial circumstances of each parent and the custodial par-
ent’s spouse, if any.

[R L s 3585; 1969 ¢ 1030 s 1; 1971 ¢ 173 s 1] (8596)

518.175 VISITATION OF CHILDREN AND NONCUSTODIAL PARENT.
Subdivision 1. In all divorce proceedings, subsequent to the commencement of
the action and continuing thereafter during the minority of the child, the court
may, upon the request of the noncustodial parent, grant such rights of visitation
as will enable the child and the noncustodial parent to maintain such child to
parent relationship as will be beneficial to the child. The court shall consider the
age of the child and the child’s relationship with the noncustodial parent prior to
the commencement of the action. The court may deny visitation rights to the non-
custodial parent if such visitation is not in the best interest of the child. A par-
ent’s failure to pay support because of the parent’s inability to do so shall not be
sufficient cause for denial of visitation, unless such inability is willful.

Subd. 2. Upon the request of either parent, the court may inform any child
of the parties, if eight years of age or older, or otherwise of an age of suitable
comprehension, of the rights of the child and the noncustodial parent under the
order or decree or any substantial amendment thereof. The custodial parent
shall present the child for visitation by the noncustodial parent, at such times as
the court directs.

Subd. 3. The custodial parent shall not move the residence of the -child to
another state except upon order of the court or with the consent of the noncus-
todial parent, when the noncustodial parent has been given visitation rights by
the decree.

Subd. 4. Proof of an unwarranted denial of or interference with duly estab-
lished visitation may constitute contempt of court and may be sufficient cause for
reversal of custody.

(1971 ¢ 172 5 1]

518.18 REVISION OF ORDER. The court may afterward, from time to time,
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on the petition of either parent, revise and alter such order concerning the care,
custody, and maintenance of the children, or any of them, and make such new
order concerning them, as the circumstances of the parents and the benefit of the
children shall require.

[R. L. 8. 85861 (8597)

518.19-518.28 [Repealed, 1951 ¢ 551 s 15]

518.24 SECURITY; SEQUESTRATION; CONTEMPT. In all cases when. ali-
mony or other allowance is ordered or decreed, the court may require sufficient se-
curity to be given for the payment thereof, according to the terms of the order
or decree; and, upon neglect or refusal to give such security, or upon failure to
pay such alimony or allowance, the court may sequester the obligor’s personal es-
tate, and the rents and profits of real estate of the obligor, and appoint a receiver
thereof, and cause such personal estate, and the rents and profits of such real es-
tate, to be applied according to the terms of such order or decree. If the obligor
has an income from any source sufficient to enable him to pay such alimony or
other allowance, and fails and refuses to pay the same, the court may order him
to pay such alimony or allowance. If any person or party shall disobey such order,
he may be punished by the court as for contempt.

[R L8 3593; 1969 ¢ 1028 s 1] (8604)

518.25 REMARRIAGE; REVOCATION. When a divorce has been granted,
and the parties afterward intermarry, the court, upon their joint application, and
upon satisfactory proof of such marriage, may revoke all decrees and orders of
divorce, alimony, and subsistence which will not affect the rights of third persons.

[R. L. s. 8594] (8605)

518.26 COHABITING AFTER DIVORCE PROHIBITED. Persons who shall
cohabit together before intermarriage, after having been divorced from the bonds
of matrimony, shall be liable to all the penalties provided by law against adultery.

[R. L. 8. 85951 (8606)

518.27 EFFECT OF DIVORCE; NAME OF WIFE. When a decree of divorce
from the bonds of matrimony is granted in this state, such decree shall com-
pletely dissolve the marriage contract as to both parties. In all actions for a divorce
brought by a woman, if a divorce is granted, the court may change the name of
such woman, who shall thereafter be known by such name as the court designates
in its decree.

(R. L. 8. 8596] (8607) :

518.28 CORROBORATING TESTIMONY REQUIRED. Divorces shall not be
granted on the sole confessions, admissions, or testimony of the parties, either in or
out of court.

(R. L. 8. 57461 (9905)

518.29 ADVERTISEMENT SOLICITING DIVORCE BUSINESS PROHIBITED.
Every person who shall advertise, print, publish, distribute, or circulate, or cause
to be advertised, printed, published, distributed, or circulated, any pamphlet, card,
handbill, circular, advertisement, printed paper, book, newspaper, or notice of any
kind, offering to procure or obtain, or to aid in procuring or obtaining, any divorce,
or the severance, dissolution, or nullity of any marriage, or offering to engage,
appear, or act as attorney, counsel, or referee in any suit for divorce, alimony, or
the severance, dissolution, or nullity of any marriage, either in this state or else-
where, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor and punished by imprisonment in
the county jail for not more than six months or by fine of not less than $100 nor
more than $500.

[R. L. s. §166] (10461)

SUPPORT; DUTIES, RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT
518.41 PURPOSE. The purpose of sections 51841 to 518.52 is to provide for
the extension and reciprocal enforcement of duties of support.
[1951c 122 8 1]

518.42 DEFINITIONS. Subdivision 1. Terms. For the purposes of sections
518.41 to 518.52, unless the context otherwise requires, the terms defined in this
section have the meanings ascribed to them.

Subd. 2. State. “State” includes a state, territory, or possession of the United
States, and the District of Columbia in which this or a substantially similar
reciprocal law has been enacted.
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Subd. 3. Initiating state. “Initiating state” means a state in which a proceed.
ing pursuant to this or a substantially similar reciprocal law is commenced.

Subd. 4. Responding state. “Responding state” means a state in which a
proceeding pursuant to a proceeding in an initiating state is or may be commenced.

Subd. 5. Court. “Court” means the district court of this state and, when the
context requires, the court of another state as defined in a substantially similar
reciprocal law, - .

Subd. 6. Law. “Law” includes both common and statute law.

Subd. 7. Duty of support. “Duty of support” includes a duty of support im-
posed or imposable by law or any court order, decree, or judgment, whether inter-
locutory, final, or incidental to a proceeding for divorce, legal or judicial separation,
separate maintenance, or otherwise.

Subd. 8. Obligor. “Obligor” means a person who owes a duty of support to
an obligee.

Subd. 9. Obllgee. “Obligee” means the spouse, divorced spouse, legitimate or
illegitimate minor child of an obligor to whom the obligor owes a duty of support.

[1951 ¢ 122 8 2]

51848 REMEDIES ADDITIONAL. The remed1es provided in sections 51841
to 518.52 are in addition to and not in substitution for any other remedies.
[1951 ¢ 122 8 8]

518.44 LAW OF STATE. When the court of a responding state determines to
enforce the duties of support owed under the law of this state, the law of this state
is declared to be:

(1) Unless relieved by conduct of the obligee, an obligor present in this state
i{s bound by the duties of support imposed by the laws of this state regardless of
the presence or residence of the obligee.

(2) When an obligee is a resident of this state, the obligor who is not present
in this state is bound by the duties of support imposed by the laws of this state.

(3) This state or a political subdivision of this state is entitled to reimbursement
from the obligor for support it has furnished under the laws of this state to an
obligee.

[1951 ¢ 122 8 4]

518.45 PROCEEDINGS FOR SUPPORT. Subdivision 1. Initiation. When the
obligor is not present in this state, or when both the obligor and an obligee are
present in this state but in different counties, an obligee may initiate a proceed-
ing for support under this section.

Subd. 2. Petltion, filing contents. A proceeding for support under this section
is initiated by filing a verified petition in the district court of this state stating:

(1) The name and, so far as is known to the petitioner, the address and
circumstances of the

(a) obligor, and

(b) obligee for whom support is sought; and

(2) - Facts showing that the obligor owes a duty of support to the obligee.

Subd. 3. Court determination. Subject to subdivision 4, when an obligee
initiates a proceeding under subdivision 1, the court shall comply with subdivision
5 if it determines by its order that the

(1) petition states facts sufficient to support a determination that the obligor
owes 'a duty of support to the obligee, and

- (2) 'court of the responding state may obtain jurisdiction of the obligor or his
property.

Subd. 4. Dismissal of petitlon. The district court may dismiss the petition if
the obligee was not a resident of this state at the time the petition was filed.

Subd. 5. Notice to responding state. If the district court makes the order set
out in subdivision 3, it shall send to the court of the responding state a certified
copy of the petition and of the order and either an authenticated copy of sections
518.41 to 518.52, or a copy of sectlons 518.41 to 518.52 certlﬁed by the clerk of the
district court.

Subd. 6. Junsdlction- duties of court. If the court of the county in which this
petition is filed finds that the petition sets forth facts from which it may be de-
termined that the obligor owes a duty of support to the obligee and finds that he
resides in another county in this state or has property therein, the court shall send
to the court of the other county a certified copy of the petition and of the order. The
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court in the county to which the copies are forwarded shall then have duties cor-
responding to those imposed upon it when acting for the state as a responding state.

[1951c12285; 19592358 1; 1967 c 46181, 2]

51846 OBLIGOR NOT PRESENT. Subdivision 1. Initiation by state or po-
litical subdivision. When the obligor is not present in this state or is present in a
different county in this state, this state or a political subdivision of this state may
initiate a proceeding to obtain reimbursement as defined in section 518.44, clause
(3). The obligee need not be resident or present in this state at the time the pro-
ceeding for reimbursement is initiated.

Subd. 2. Petition, filing. A proceeding for reimbursement for support fur-
nished an obligee is initiated by filing a verified petition in the district court of this
state stating the facts required by section 518.45, subdivision 2, and that the
petitioner is entitled to reimbursement as defined in section 518.44, clause (3).

Subd. 3. Determination by court. When a petition has been filed under sub-
division 2, the district court shall comply with subdivision 4 if it determines by its
order that the

(1) petition states facts sufficient to support a determination that the obligor
owed a duty of support to the obligee during the period support was furnished by
petitioner.

(2) petitioner is entitled to reimbursement as defined in sectlon 518.44, clause
(3), and

(3) court of the responding state may obtain jurisdiction of the obligor or
his property.

Subd. 4. Notice to responding state. If the district court makes the order
set out in subdivision 3, it shall send to the court of the responding state a cer-
tified copy of the petition and of the order and either an authenticated copy of
sections 518.41 to 518.52 or a copy of sections 518.41 to 518.52 certified by the clerk
of the district court.

Subd. 5. Jurisdiction; duties of court. If the court of the county in which this
petition is filed finds that the petition sets forth facts from which it may be de-
termined that the obligor owes a duty of support to the obligee during the period
support was furnished by petitioner and finds that petitioner is entitled to reim-
bursement as defined in section 51844, clause 3, and finds that the obligor resides
in another county in this state or has property therein, and the court makes its
order set out in subdivision 3, it shall send to the court of the county in which the
obligor or his property is found a certified copy of the petition and order. The
court in the county to which the copies are forwarded shall then have duties cor-
responding to those imposed upon it when acting for the state as a responding
state.

(1951 ¢ 122 8 6; 1958 ¢ 495 8 1; 1959 ¢ 285 8 8; 1967 ¢ 4618 8, 4]

518.47 DUTIES OF COURT OF INITIATING STATE. When acting as the
court of an initiating state, the court of this state shall receive and disburse pay-
ments made by the respondent or sent by the court of the responding state. This
duty may be carried out through the clerk of court or any other.appropriate agency,
agent, or individual.

[1951c 1228 7]

518.48 JURISDICTION OF COURT. Subdivision 1. In responding state. The
district court shall exercise jurisdiction over proceedings commenced in this state
as a responding state.

Subd. 2. Powers of court. When the district court receives from the court of
an initiating state a petition and any other papers required by an act substantially
similar to sections 518.41 to 518.52, the district court shall

(1) docket the case,

(2) notify the county attorney,

(3) set a time and place for hearing, and

(4) take such action as is necessary in accordance with the law of this state to
obtain jurisdiction of the obligor.

Subd. 3. Conduct of proceedings. Except as expressly prov1ded in this sectlon,
the district court shall conduct a proceeding under this section in the manner pre-
scribed by law for an action for the enforcement of the type of duty of support
claimed.

Subd. 4. Enforcement of duties of support. The mstrlct court shall, at its
discretion, enforce the duties of support owed under the law of
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(1) the state where the obligee resided when the obligor failed to support the
obligee, or ’ '

(2) this state, as declared in section 518.44, clause (1), for the whole period
of non-support.

Subd. 5. Orders for enforcement of such duties. When the district court finds
a duty of support it may

(1) order the obligor to furnisk support or reimbursement therefor,

(2) subject the property of the obligor to the order,

(3) require obligor to make payments at specified intervals to the clerk of
the district court of this state, the court of the initiating state, or the obligee,

- (4) require the obligor to report personally at specified intervals to an officer
of the district court appointed by the court for that purpose, '

(5) require the obligor to furnish recognizance in the form of a cash deposit
or bond of an amount sufficient to assure payment of any amount required to be
paid by the obligor,

(6) punish the obligor for viclation of a court order made under clause (1) to
the same extent as is provided by law for contempt of the court in any other action
or proceeding cognizable by the court,

(7) subject the obligor to such other terms and conditions as are necessary to
assure compliance with the order made under clause (1).

Subd. 6. Copies of orders sent to court of initiating state. The district court
shall send to the court of the initiating state a copy of all orders of support or
orders for reimbursement for support.

Subd. 7. Payments. When the district court receives payment from the obligor
pursuant to court order or otherwise, the district court shall send the payment to
the court of the initiating state.

Subd. 8. Statement as to payments. When the court of the initiating state re-
quests a statement of all payments made by the obligor, the district court shall pre-
pare and send to the court of the initiating state a certified statement containing
that information.

Subd. 9. Duties of court officials. The district court may. direct that the duties
imposed in subdivisions 7 and 8 shall be carried out by the clerk or other official of
the court.

(1951 ¢ 122 3 8]

51849 COUNTY ATTORNEY; DUTIES. When requested to do so by a dis-
trict court judge, public welfare or other social service agency, and in all other
cases where the petitioner is unable to employ an attorney through inability to
immediately pay for such services, the county attorney shall appear on behalf
of and represent the petitioner in all proceedings under sections 518.41 to 518.52
and shall obtain and present such evidence as may be necessary. In those cases
initiated in this or any state in which the county attorney in this state acting in
his official capacity represents the petitioner, no filing fee shall be required by
the clerk of court.

[1951 ¢ 122 s 9; 1958 ¢ 495.8 2; 1959 ¢ 235 8 3]

518.50 LAWS ATTACHING PRIVILEGE NOT TO APPLY. Laws attaching
a privilege against the disclosure of communications between husband and wife do
not apply to proceedings under sections 518.41 to 518.52. Husband and wife are
competent witnesses to testify to any relevant matter, including marriage and
parentage.

[1951 ¢ 122 8 10]

518.51 GOVERNOR, DUTIES, EXTRADITION. Subdivision 1. Demand by
governor. The governor of this state may

(1) demand from the governor of another state the surrender of a person found
in the other state who is charged in this state with the crime of failing to provide
for the support of a person in this state, and

(2) surrender on demand by the governor of another state a person found in
this state who is charged in the other state with the crime of failing to provide for
the support of a person in the other state.

Subd. 2. Extradition provisions apply. The provisions for extradition of
criminals not inconsistent with this section apply to a demand under subdivision 1
although the person whose surrender is demanded

(1) was not in the demanding state at the time of the commission of the crime,
or
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(2) did not flee from the demanding state.

Subd. 3. Contents of demand. The demand, oath, or any proceedings for
extradition pursuant to this section need not state or show that the person whose
surrender is demanded

(1) was, at the time of the commission of the crime, in

(a) the demanding state, or

(b) the state on which the demand for extradition is made, or

(2) has fled from justice.

Subd. 4. Surrender. The governor of this state shall neither demand nor
grant the surrender of an obligor subject to this section who submits to the juris-
diction of the court of a responding state

(1) so long as the obligor complies with an order of that court for support, or

(2) in the absence of an order for support, while a proceeding for support is
pending in that court.

[1951 c 122 s 11]

518.52 SECTION 480.051 NOT LIMITED. Sections 518.41 to 518.52 do not limit
the power of the supreme court under Minnesota Statutes, Section 480.051.

[1951 c 122 8 12]

518.53 CITATION, RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT. Sec-
tions 518.41 to 518.53 may be cited as the Minnesota reciprocal enforcement of sup-
port act.

{1951 ¢ 122 s 18]

ALIMONY, SUPPORT, PROPERTY

518.54 DEFINITIONS. Subdivision 1. Terms. For the purposes of sections
518.54 to 518.67, the terms defined in this section shall have the meanings re-
spectively ascribed to them.

Subd. 2. Child. “Child” means an individual under 21 years of age, or an
individual who, by reason of his physical or mental condition, is unable to support
himself.

Subd. 3. Alimony. “Alimony” means an award made in a divorce proceed-
ing of payments from the future income or earnings of one spouse for the support
and maintenance of the other. )

Subd. 4. Support money. ‘“Support money” means an award in a divorce or
annulment proceeding for the care, support and education of any child of the
marriage or of the parties to the annulment proceeding.

Subd. 5. Property acquired during covertfure. Except as provided in this sub-
division, “property acquired during coverture” means any property, real or per-
sonal, acquired by the parties, or either of them, to a divorce or annulment pro-
ceeding at any time during the existence of the marriage relation between them, or
at any time during which the parties were living together as husband and wife
under a purported marriage relationship which is annulled in an annulment pro-
ceedings. “Property acquired during coverture” does not include any property real
or personal, acquired by either spouse before, during, or after coverture, where said
property is acquired as a gift, bequest, devise or inheritance made by a third
party to one but not to the other spouse, or any property transferred from one
spouse to the other.

[1951 ¢ 5518 1; 1969 ¢ 1028 5 2,31

518.55 ALIMONY OR SUPPORT MONEY. Every award of alimony or support
money in a judgment of divorce shall clearly designate whether the same is alimony
or support money, or what part of the award is alimony and what part thereof is
support money. Any award of payments from future income or earnings of the cus-
todial parent shall be presumed to be alimony. Any award of payments from the
future income or earnings of the non-custodial parent shall be presumed to be sup-
port money unless otherwise designated by the court. In any judgment of divorce
the court may determine, as one of the issues of the case, whether or not either
spouse is entitled to an award of alimony notwithstanding that no award is then
made, or it may reserve jurisdiction of the issue of alimony for determination at a
later date.

[1951¢55182; 1969 ¢ 1028 8 4]

518.551 ALIMONY AND SUPPORT PAYMENTS MADE TO WELFARE
AGENCIES. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any court having juris-
diction over matters of divorce shall direct that all payments ordered for alimony
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and support shall be made to the agency responsible for the welfare payments,
when it appears that the party who is to receive the alimony and support pay-
ments will receive public assistance. Amounts so received by the board over and
above the amount granted to the party receiving public assistance shall be re-
mitted to that party.

The agency responsible for the welfare payments shall be notified by the plain-
tiff of all actions for divorce, separate maintenance or for the custody of a child
if either party is receiving aid to families of dependent children or applies for
such aid subsequent to the commencement of such action. Failure of such notifica-
tion shall not affect the validity of the action for divorce, separate maintenance,
or custody of the child.

[1971 ¢ 961 s 21]

618.56 [Repealed, 1969 ¢ 1028 s 9]

518.57 MINOR CHILDREN, MAINTENANCE. Upon a decree of divorce or
annulment, the court may make such further order as it deems just and proper con-
cerning the maintenance of the minor children as is provided by section 518.17, and
for the maintenance of any child of the parties as defined in this act, as support
money, and may make the same a lien or charge upon the property of the parties
to such action, or either of them, either at the time of the entry of such judgment
or by subsequent order upon proper application therefor.

[1951 ¢ 551 8 }]

518.58 DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED DURING COVERTURE.
Upon a divorce for any cause, or upon an annulment, the court may make such
disposition of the property of the parties acquired during coverture as shall appear
just and equitable, having regard to the nature and determination of the issues in
the case, the amount of alimony or support money, if any, awarded in the judgment,
the manner by which said property was acquired and the persons paying or supply-
ing the consideration therefor, the charges or liens imposed thereon to secure pay-
ment of alimony or support money, and all the facts and circumstances of the case.

[1961 c 551 8 5)

518.59 HOUSEHOLD GOODS, FURNITURE, AND OTHER PROPERTY. Upon
a divoree for any cause, the court may also award to either spouse the household
goods and furniture of the parties, whether or not the same was acquired during
coverture, and may also order and decree to either spouse such part of the real and
personal estate of the other not acquired during coverture, not exceeding in present
value one-half thereof, as it deems just and reasonable, having regard to the
amount of property decreed under section 518.58, the amount of alimony and sup-
port money awarded, if any, the character and situation of the parties, the na-
ture and determination of the issues, and all other circumstances of the case.

[1951¢ 5518 6; 1969 ¢ 1028 8 5]

518.60 [Repealed, 1969 c 1028 s 9]

518.61 TRUSTEES. The court may appoint trustees, when it is deemed expe-
dient, to receive any money ordered to be paid as alimony or support money, or as
an award under section 518.58 or section 518.59, upon trust to invest the same, and
pay over the income in such manner as the court shall direct, or to pay over the
principal sum in such proportions and at such times as the court shall order, regard
being had in all such cases to the situation and circumstances of the recipient, and
the children, if there are any, and such trustees shall give such bond, as the court
shall require, for the faithful performance of their trust.

[1951¢ 551 8 8; 1969 ¢ 1028 8 6]

518.62 TEMPORARY ALIMONY. Temporary alimony may be awarded as
provided in section 518.14, and temporary support money may be awarded as
provided in section 518.16, for the support of any children of the parties, including
children as defined in section 518.54; and the court may also award to either party
to the action, having due regard to all the circumstances and the party awarded the
custody of the children, the right to the exclusive use of the household goods and
furniture of the parties pending the action and the right to the use of the home-
stead of the parties, exclusive or otherwise, pending the action; and the court may
order and direct either party to remove from the homestead of the parties upon
proper application to the court for such order, pending the action.

(1951 ¢ 551 s 9; 1969 ¢ 1028 s 7]

518.63 HOMESTEAD, OCCUPANCY. The court, having due regard to all the
circumstances and the custody of any children of the parties, may award to either
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party the right of occupancy of the homestead of the parties, exlusive or otherwise,
upon a final decree of divorce, or proper modification thereof, for such period of
time as may be determined by the court, and such award of the right of occu-
pancy of the homestead, whether exclusive or otherwise, may be in addition to the
maximum amount which may be awarded under section 518.59.

[1951 ¢ 5518 10; 1969 ¢ 1028 s 8]

518.64 ALTERATION OF ORDERS OR DECREES. After an order or decree
for alimony or support money, temporary or permanent, or for the appointment of
trustees to receive and hold any property awarded as alimony or support money, the
court may from time to time, on petition of either of the parties revise and alter
such order or decree respecting the amount of such alimony, or support money, and
the payment thereof, and also respecting the appropriation and payment of the
principal and income of the property so held in trust, and may make any order
respecting these matters which it might have made in the original action, except as
herein otherwise provided. Except for an award of the right of occupancy of the
homestead, all divisions of real and personal property provided by sections 518.58
and 518.59 shall be final, and subject only to the power of the court to impose a lien
or charge thereon at any time while such property, or subsequently acquired
property, is owned by the parties or either of them, for the payment of alimony or
support money, or to sequester the property as is provided by Minnesota Statutes
1949, Section 518.24. '

[1951 ¢ 551 s 11]

518.65 PROPERTY; SALE, PARTITION. In order to effect a division or award
of property as is provided by sections 518.58 and 518.59, the court may order any
such property sold or partitioned. Personal property may be ordered sold in such
manner as shall be directed by the court, and real estate may be partitioned in the
manner provided by Chapter 558, Minnesota Statutes of 1949 insofar as the same
is applicable.

[1951 ¢ 651 s 18]

518.66 POWER OF COURT NOT LIMITED. Nothing contained in sections
518.54 to 518.67 shall be construed as limiting the power of the court in appropriate
cases to make adequate provision for the support and education of any children of
the parties to any divorce or annulment action where such divorce or annulment
is denied.

[1951 ¢ 551 s 18]

§18.67 APPLICATION. Sections 518.54 to 518.67 shall not apply to any case
in which there has heretofore been entered a judgment of divorce or annulment.

(1951 ¢ 551 8 14]



