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241.01 CREATION OF DEPARTMENT. Subdivision 1. Commissioner. The 
department of corrections is hereby created under the control and supervision of 
the commissioner of corrections which office is hereby established. The commissioner 
of corrections, who shall be in unclassified service, shall be selected without regard 
to political affiliation and shall have wide and successful administrative experience 
in correctional programs embodying rehabilitative concepts. The commissioner shall 
be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of the senate for a 
four year term which shall coincide with the term of the governor and until his suc­
cessor is duly appointed and has qualified. The governor may remove the commis­
sioner at any time for cause after notice and hearing. In case of a vacancy, the gover­
nor may appoint a commissioner, who shall immediately take office and shall carry 
on all of the duties of the office until the next session of the legislature, when his 
appointment shall be submitted to the senate for approval. On January 4, 1971, the 
term of the incumbent commissioner shall expire. 

Subd. 2. Divisions; deputies. The commissioner of corrections shall establish 
a division of youth conservation under the control and supervision of a deputy 
commissioner of corrections who shall be appointed by the commissioner, and who 
shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner in the unclassified service of the 
state. The commissioner of corrections shall also establish a division of adult cor­
rections which shall include probation, parole, and institutions, under the control 
and supervision of a deputy commissioner of corrections who shall be appointed 
by the commissioner, and who shall serve at the pleasure of the commissioner in 
the unclassified service of the state. Each deputy may perform and exercise every 
duty, power, and responsibility imposed by law upon the commissioner when au­
thorized so to do by the commissioner. The commissioner may also appoint a per­
sonal secretary, who shall serve at his pleasure in the unclassified service of the 
state, and fix the salary of said secretary commensurate with salaries for similar 
services in the classified service. 

Subd. 3. Officers, employees and agents. Subject to the provisions of this chap­
ter, and to other applicable laws, the commissioner of corrections is authorized to 
organize the department and to employ such officers, employees, and agents as he may 
deem necessary to discharge the functions of his department, define the duties of 
such officers, employees, and agents and to delegate to them any of his powers, duties, 
and responsibilities, subject to his control and under such conditions as he may pre­
scribe. 

The commissioner shall also appoint a chief executive officer for each institution 
under his exclusive control and may, under the provisions of section 43.24, remove him 
for cause. Every such executive officer shall have the qualifications and perform the 
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duties now or hereafter required by law, or by rules prescribed by the commissioner. 
He may appoint an acting chief executive officer during such interim period as is 
necessary to select and appoint a chief executive officer. In case of an apparent con­
flict between the powers conferred by law upon any executive officer of a state cor­
rectional institution and those conferred by this chapter upon the comissioner of 
corrections, it shall be conclusively presumed that the power belongs to the latter. 
The commissioner may require that a chief executive officer reside upon the insti­
tution grounds. 

The chief executive officers of the state training school for boys, the Minnesota 
home school, and the reception and diagnostic center shall be in the classified service 
of the state, and the salaries of such chief executive officers shall be in the same per­
sonnel classification and salary range. 

When not prohibited by law, and when special circumstances warrant, the com­
missioner of corrections may direct that personnel, agents and facilities, of one divi­
sion shall be utilized in carrying out the duties of the other division. He may obtain 
institutional consultant services from the commissioner of public welfare by agree­
ment with the said commissioner. Appointments to exercise delegated power shall 
be by written order filed with the secretary of state. 

Subd. 4. Bond and oath of commissioner. Before entering upon the duties of 
his office, the commissioner of corrections shall take and subscribe an oath and 
give his bond to the state of Minnesota, to be approved by the governor and filed 
with the secretary of state, in the sum of $25,000, conditioned for the faithful 
performance of his duties. 

Subd. 5. Training: program. For the maintenance of adequate standards of op­
eration in discharging the functions of the department, obtaining suitable candidates 
for positions for which there is a scarcity of qualified applicants, and the develop­
ment of more effective treatment programs directed toward the correction and re­
habilitation of persons found delinquent or guilty of crimes, and of more effective 
delinquency prevention the commissioner of corrections shall establish a training 
program including but not limited to in-service, pre-service, internship and scholar­
ship programs, and an operational research program. Within the limits of appro­
priations available, the commissioner may provide educational stipends or tuition 
reimbursement in such amounts and upon such terms and conditions as may be de­
termined jointly by the director of civil service. Within the limits of appropriations 
therefor the commissioner shall establish and provide personnel, facilities and equip­
ment for research and study to evaluate the effectiveness of correctional treatment 
in camps, institutions, probation and parole investigation and supervision and de­
linquency prevention. 

Subd. 5a. Acceptance of gifts, grants and subsidies; purposes. For the purposes 
of subdivision 5 and to discharge the functions of the department through the estab­
lishment of additional facilities and services to persons committed to his care and to 
the youth conservation commission the commissioner may accept and expend on be­
half of the state, gifts, grants and subsidies from any lawful source; all moneys and 
securities so received shall be deposited in the state treasury subject to the order 
of the, commissioner. From the fund or account in the state treasury to which such 
receipts are credited there is hereby appropriated annually to the commissioner of 
corrections such gifts, grants and subsidies as are received under the provisions of 
this subdivision. 

Subd. 6. Uncompensated and voluntary services. To assist in the discharge of 
the functions of his department the commissioner of corrections shall have au­
thority to accept uncompensated and voluntary services and to enter into contracts 
or agreements with private or public agencies or persons for such uncom­
pensated and voluntary services as he may deem practicable. 

11959 c 263 s 1; 1961 c 465 s 1; 1963 c 492 s 1; 1965 c 45 s 11,12; 1969 c 283 s 1, 2; 
1969 c 496 s 1; 1969 c 1129 art 8 s 5] 

241.02 TRANSFER OF POWERS AND DUTD3S. Subdivision 1. State pri­
sons and reformatories. All the powers and duties now vested in or imposed upon 
the commissioner of public welfare relating to the administration, management, 
and operation of the state prison, the state reformatory for men, and the Minne­
sota correctional institution for women are hereby transferred to, vested in, and 
imposed upon the commissioner of corrections. All the powers and duties now 
vested in the commissioner of public welfare in relation to such institutions are 
hereby abolished. 
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Subd. 2. Prisons, jails and lockups. All the powers and duties now vested in, 
or imposed upon the commissioner of public welfare relating to prisons, jails, and 
lockups, as contained in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 256.02, 641.21, 641.22, 641.25, 
641.26, 642.01, 642.02, 642.09, 642.10, and 642.11 are hereby transferred to, vested 
in, and imposed upon the commissioner of corrections. All the powers and duties 
now vested in the commissioner of public welfare in relation to such prisons, 
jails, and lockups, a re hereby abolished. 

11959 c 263 s 2; 1967 c 898 s 41 
241.021 LICENSING AND SUPERVISION OF INSTITUTIONS AND FACELI-

TIES. Subdivision 1. Supervision over correctional institutions, jails, lockups. 
The commissioner of corrections shall investigate the whole system of correctional 
institutions in the state, especially prisons and jails, and examine their condition and 
management. He may require the officers in charge of any such institution to furnish 
such information and statistics as he may deem necessary, upon blanks furnished 
by him. He shall examine all plans for new jails and lockups, or for repairs a t an 
estimated cost in excess of the limits set by sections 641.21, 642.01, and 642.02, 
before the same are adopted by the county or other municipal board, and have an 
advisory supervision over all such institutions. Upon the request of the governor, 
he shall specially investigate any penal or reformatory institution and report its 
condition; and for this purpose he is hereby authorized to send for persons and 
papers, administer oaths, and take testimony which he shall cause to be transcribed 
and included in his report. 

Subd. 2. Foster care facilities for delinquent children and youth; licenses; super­
vision. Notwithstanding any provisions in Minnesota Statutes 1967, Sections 256.01 
(2) and 257.101 to the contrary, the commissioner of corrections shall pass annually 
on the adequacy and suitability of all county, municipal or other publicly established 
and operated facilities for the detention, care and training of delinquent children 
and youth, if such facility conforms to reasonable standards established by the com­
missioner or in his judgment is making satisfactory progress toward substan­
tial conformity therewith, and he is satisfied that the interests and well-being of 
children and youth received therein are protected, he shall grant a license to the 
county, municipality or agency thereof operating such facility. This license shall re­
main in force one year unless sooner revoked. Each such facility shall cooperate 
with the commissioner to make available all facts regarding its operation and ser­
vices as he requires to determine its conformance to standards and its competence to 
give the services needed and which purports to give. Every such facility as herein 
described is subject to visitation and supervision by the commissioner and shall re­
ceive from him consultation as needed to strengthen services to the children and 
youth received therein. 

Subd. 3. Revocation of license. When after due notice and hearing the commis­
sioner of corrections shall determine that any facility described in subdivision 2 does 
not substantially conform to the reasonable standards therein provided or is not mak­
ing satisfactory progress toward substantial compliance therewith, he may, with the 
consent of the judge of the district court, issue his order revoking the license of such 
facility. After revocation of its license, such facility shall not be used for the care and 
training of delinquent children and youth, or for their detention for more than 48 
hours at one time until such license is renewed. 

[1961 c 750 s 27 subd 2; 1969 c 493 s 11 
241.03 ADULT CORRECTIONS COMMISSION. Subdivision 1. Board of pa­

role and probation, substitution. The name of the board of parole and probation 
Is hereby changed to the adult corrections commission. The duties of chairman of 
the adult corrections commission are hereby imposed upon the deputy commis­
sioner of corrections controlling and supervising the division of adult corrections in 
the department of corrections. When special circumstances war ran t the deputy 
commissioner of corrections may, with the approval of the commissioner, desig­
nate one other officer of the division of adult corrections to serve as chairman, and 
delegate to such officer his powers and duties as chairman of the adult corrections 
commission. Subject to the other provisions of Laws 1959, Chapter 263, and to other 
applicable law, the adult corrections commission shall continue to exercise all 
powers and duties vested in or imposed upon the state board of parole and proba­
tion as heretofore constituted but in the department of corrections. 

Subd. 2. Personnel, supplies, equipment. Subject to the provisions of Laws 
1959, Chapter 263, and other applicable laws, the commissioner of corrections shall 
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provide the adult corrections commission with all personnel, supplies and equip­
ment, and other administrative services as may be required to enable the com­
mission to perform its duties. 

[1959 c 263 S 3; 1963 C 335 s 1] 
241.04 YOUTH CONSERVATION COMMISSION; PERSONNEL, SUPPLIES, 

EQUIPMENT. Subject to the provisions of Laws 1959, Chapter 263, and to other 
applicable laws, the commissioner of corrections shall provide the youth conserva­
tion commission with all personnel, supplies, equipment, and other administrative 
services as may be required to enable the youth conservation commission to per­
form the duties and obligations imposed by law. The youth conservation commis­
sion shall continue to exercise all powers and duties vested in or imposed upon 
such commission as heretofore constituted. 

11959 c268 a 102 
241.05 RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. The commissioner of corrections shall 

provide at least one hour, on the first day of each week, between nine o'clock a. m. 
and five o'clock p. m., for religious instruction to inmates of all prisons and 
reformatories under his control, during which clergymen of good standing in any 
church or denomination may freely administer and impart religious rites and in­
struction to those desiring the same. He shall provide a private room where such 
instruction can be given by clergymen of the denomination desired by the inmate, 
or, in case of minors, by the parents or guardian, and, in case of sickness, some 
other day or hour may be designated; but all sectarian practices are prohibited, 
and no officer or employee of the institution shall at tempt to influence the re­
ligious belief of any inmate, and none shall be required to attend religious services 
against his will. 

[RLs 1903; 1959 c 263 s 21 (U52) 
241.06 RECORD OF INMATES; DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS. The 

commissioner of corrections shall keep in his office, accessible only by his consent 
or on the order of a judge or court of record, a record showing the residence, sex, 
age, nativity, occupation, civil condition, and date of entrance or commitment of 
every person, inmate, or convict in the institutions under his exclusive control, the 
date of discharge and whether such discharge was final, the condition of such 
person when he left the institution, and the date and cause of all deaths. The 
records shall state every transfer from one institution to another, naming each. 
This information shall be furnished to the commissioner of corrections by each 
institution, with such other obtainable facts as he may from time to time 
require. The chief executive officer of each such institution, within ten days after 
the commitment or entrance thereto of a person, inmate, or convict, shall cause a 
t rue copy of his entrance record to be forwarded to the commissioner of corrections. 
When a person, inmate, or convict leaves, is discharged or transferred, or dies in 
any institution, the chief executive officer, or other person in charge shall inform 
the commissioner of corrections within ten days thereafter on forms by him 
furnished. 

The commissioner of corrections may authorize the chief executive officer of any 
state institution under his control to release to probation officers, county welfare 
boards or other specifically designated interested persons or agencies any informa­
tion regarding any person, inmate, or convict thereat, if, in the opinion of the 
commissioner, it will be for the benefit of the person, inmate, or convict. 

[1961 c 150 s IS subd 21 
241.07 TRANSFER OF INMATES TO OTHER STATE INSTITUTIONS. The 

commissioner of corrections may transfer an inmate of the state prison, state re­
formatory for men, or Minnesota correctional institution for women to a state in­
stitution for the mentally ill, mentally retarded or epileptic or to the state sana­
torium for diagnosis, treatment, or care which is not available a t the prison or at a 
reformatory and shall cause a proper record thereof to be made a t the institutions 
to which a transfer has been made and at his office. No such transfer shall be 
made by the commissioner of corrections without the approval of the commissioner 
of public welfare. An inmate of the prison or reformatory so transferred shall be 
returned to the prison or reformatory by order of the commissioner of corrections 
upon conclusion of treatment, or, if the inmate becomes eligible for release from 
custody pursuant to the terms of his sentence prior to conclusion of treatment, he 
shall be released unless prior to such time, he shall have been committed to such 
medical institution by competent authority as provided by law. The superintend-

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1969



241.08 DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 2584 

ent of any state hospital for the mentally ill or institution for the mentally re­
tarded or epileptic shall a t once notify the commissioner of corrections if there is 
any question as to the propriety of the commitment or detention of any person ad­
mitted to such institution and the commissioner shall immediately take action 
thereon. 

11961 c 750 s lit subd 2; 1967 c 398 s 4] 
241.08 MONEY OF INMATES OF CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS. The 

chief executive officer of each institution under the jurisdiction of the commissioner 
of corrections shall have the care and custody of all moneys belonging to inmates 
thereof which may come into his hands, keep accurate accounts thereof, and pay 
them out under rules and regulations prescribed by law or by the commissioner of 
corrections, taking vouchers therefor. He shall give such additional bond as the 
commissioner may require, conditioned to safely keep and account for such funds. 
All such moneys received by any officer or employee shall be paid to the chief 
executive officer forthwith. Every such executive officer, at the close of each month, 
or oftener if required by the commissioner, shall forward to the commissioner a 
statement of the amount of all moneys so received and the names of the inmates 
from whom received, accompanied by his check for the amount, payable to the state 
treasurer. On receipt of such statement, the commissioner shall t ransmit the same 
to the state auditor, together with such check, who shall deliver the same to the 
state treasurer. Upon the payment of such check, the amount shall be credited to a 
fund to be known as "Correctional Inmates Fund", for the institution from which 
the same was received. All such funds shall be paid out by the state treasurer upon 
vouchers duly approved by the commissioner of corrections as in other cases. The 
commissioner may permit a contingent fund to remain in the hands of the executive 
officer of any such institution from which necessary expenditure may from time 
to time be made. 

11961 c 750 s 15 subd S] 
241.09 UNCLAIMED MONEY OR PERSONAL PROPERTY OF INMATES 

OF CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS. Subdivision 1. Money. When there has 
heretofore accumulated or shall hereafter accumulate in the hands of the superin­
tendent of any state institution under the jurisdiction of the commissioner of cor­
rections money belonging to inmates of such institution who have died therein, 
or disappeared therefrom, and for which money there is no claimant or person 
entitled thereto known to the superintendent, such money may, a t the discretion of 
such superintendent, be expended under his direction for the amusement, entertain­
ment, and general benefit of the inmates of such institution. No money shall be so 
used until it shall have remained unclaimed for at least five years. If, at any time 
after the expiration of the five years, the legal heirs of the inmate shall appear 
and make proper proof of such heirship, they shall be entitled to receive from the 
state t reasurer such sums of money as shall have been expended by the superin­
tendent belonging to the inmate. 

Subd. 2. Unclaimed personal property. When any inmate of a state institution 
under the jurisdiction of the commissioner of corrections has died or disappeared 
therefrom, or hereafter shall die or disappear therefrom leaving in the custody of 
the superintendent thereof personal property, exclusive of money, which remains 
unclaimed for a period of two years, and there is no person entitled thereto known to 
the superintendent, the superintendent or his agent may sell such property at public 
auction. Notice of such sale shall be published for two consecutive weeks in a legal 
newspaper in the county wherein the institution is located and shall state the time 
and place of such sale. The proceeds of the sale, after deduction of the costs of pub­
lication and auction may be expended, at the discretion of the superintendent, for 
the entertainment and benefit of the inmates of such institution. Any inmate, his 
heirs or his representatives, may file with, and make proof of ownership to, the 
superintendent of the institution disposing of such personal property within four 
years after such sale, and, upon proof satisfactory to such superintendent, he shall 
certify for payment to the state t reasurer the amount received by the sale of such 
property. No suit shall be brought for damages consequent to the disposal of per­
sonal property or use of money in accordance with this section against the state 
or any official, employee, or agent thereof. 

[1961 C 750 S 16 subd 2] 
241.10 DISPOSAL OF FUNDS; CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS. Every of­

ficer and employee of the several institutions under the jurisdiction of the com-
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missioner of corrections shall pay to the accounting officer thereof any funds in 
his hands belonging to the institution. Every accounting officer, at the close of each 
month or oftener, shall forward to the commissioner of corrections a statement of 
the amount and sources of all moneys received. On receipt of such statement, the 
commissioner shall t ransmit the same to the state auditor, who shall deliver to the 
state treasurer a draft upon the accounting officer for the same, specifying the 
funds to which it is to be credited. Upon payment of such draft, the amount shall 
be so credited. 

[1961 c 750 s n subd 21 
241.11 PROTECTION AGAINST FIRE. The commissioner of corrections shall 

provide a t each institution adequate and ready means of protection against fire, 
construct proper means of escape for inmates, and establish and enforce rigid 
regulations by which danger from fire may be minimized. 

11961 c 750 s 181 
241.12 EMPLOYEES, AGENTS OF CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT; ACCEPT­

ANCE OF GIFTS. No agent or employee of the commissioner of corrections, and 
no officer or manager of any institution under his charge, shall directly or in­
directly, for himself or another, or for any such institution, receive or accept any 
gift or gratuity from any dealer in goods, merchandise, or supplies which are or 
may be used in any such institution, or from any servant or agent of such dealer. 
Any violation of the provisions of this section shall be a misdemeanor. 

Except as provided above, the superintendent or chief executive officer of any 
institution may under rules and regulations prescribed by the commissioner of cor­
rections accept contributions and gifts of money and personal property for the use 
and benefit of the inmates of the institution under his jurisdiction. All moneys and 
securities so received shall be deposited in a separate account at the institution 
and records shall be kept, clearly showing the identity of the donor, the purpose of 
the donation and the ultimate disposition of the contribution. Each contribution 
shall be duly receipted and shall be expended or used as nearly in accordance with 
the conditions of the gift or contribution as is compatible with the best interest of 
the inmates and the institution. 

11961 c 750 s 191 
241.13 CONTINGENT FUNDS; CORRECTIONAL, INSTITUTIONS. The com­

missioner of corrections may permit a contingent fund to remain in the hands of 
the accounting officer of any such institution from which expenditures may be made 
in case of actual emergency requiring immediate payment to prevent loss or danger 
to the institution or its inmates and for the purpose of paying freight, purchasing 
produce, livestock and other commodities requiring a cash settlement, and for the 
purpose of discounting bills incurred, but in all cases subject to revision by the 
commissioner of corrections. An itemized statement of every expenditure made 
during the month from such fund shall be submitted to the commissioner under 
rules established by him. If necessary, the commissioner shall make proper requi­
sition upon the state auditor for a warrant upon the state treasurer to secure the 
contingent fund for each institution. 

[1961 c 750 8 20 subd 21 
241.14 PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT IN CORREC­

TIONAL INSTITUTIONS. No new employee shall be given employment in any 
state institution under the direction of the department of corrections, whether cer­
tified for such employment by the state civil service department, or otherwise 
selected, unless such person presents to the appointing officer of such institution 
a certificate showing that he has undergone the physical examination hereinafter 
provided for and has been found to be free of tuberculosis. 

[1961 c 750 s 211 
241.15 SCOPE OF PHYSICAL EXAMINATION. Such physical examination 

shall include an X-ray examination of the lungs and such additional special diag­
nostic tests for the detection of the presence of tuberculosis as shall be set up in 
regulations of the state board of health in cooperation with the department of cor­
rections. Such examination shall be made by a licensed physician and surgeon, who 
shall report in writing to the superintendent of the institution in which the em­
ployment is contemplated on a form set up by the department of corrections in co­
operation with the state board of health showing the presence or absence of tuber­
culosis infection and disease based upon such examination. 

[1961 c 750S 221 
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241.16 CEMETERY AT CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS. Subdivision 1. 
The commissioner of corrections may establish, maintain, or continue in existence, 
a cemetery for the burial of any patient, inmate or person admitted to any state 
institution under his control upon the public grounds of such institution in the man­
ner set forth in the following subdivisions. 

Subd. 2. The land shall be surveyed and a plat thereof made. 
Subd. 3. A stone or other monument shall be established to mark each corner 

of such cemetery, and its location shown on the plat. 
Subd. 4. The cemetery shall be platted into lots, which shall be numbered; 

it shall have streets and walks, and the same shall be shown on the plat. All 
containing graves shall be indicated by an appropriate marker of permanent nature 
for identification purposes. 

Subd. 5. The surveyor shall certify as to the correctness of the plat by his en­
dorsement thereon. 

Subd. 6. The plat with the surveyor's endorsement thereon shall be filed for 
record with the register of deeds in the county wherein the cemetery is located. 
A copy of the plat shall be kept in the office of the superintendent of the insti­
tution, together with a register showing the name of the persons buried in the 
cemetery and the lot in which they are buried. 

[1961 c 750 s 23] 
241.17 REBURIAIi. Subdivision 1. The commissioner of corrections may re­

move the body of any person now buried in a cemetery situated upon the land be­
longing to the state for public institution purposes and rebury it in a cemetery 
created under the provisions of section 241.16 by complying with the provisions set 
forth in the following subdivisions of this section. 

Subd. 2. The commissioner shall petition the district court of the county 
wherein the present cemetery is situated setting forth the reasons for such removal, 
the place to which the body is to be removed, and praying for an order of the 
court authorizing such removal. Upon the presentation of such petition, the court 
shall make its order setting the time, which shall not be less than 60 days from the 
date of the order, and the place for hearing the same. The commissioner shall 
serve the nearest relative or, if the commissioner cannot locate any relative, some 
friend of the person whose body is to be removed by mailing to him a copy of 
the petition and court's order 30 days before the date of hearing and file his affi­
davit of mailing with the clerk of district court. If the commissioner is unable 
to locate a relative or friend, he shall make his affidavit to that effect and file the 
same with the clerk of district court. 

Subd. 3. Upon the hearing of such petition, if the court determines that it is 
for the best interests of the public, the relatives and friends that such body be re­
moved and that the same will be conducted in a manner commensurate with the 
methods commonly employed for the reburial of the dead in the community, the 
court shall make its order authorizing such removal, setting forth the time within 
which such removal shall be accomplished and the place to which the body is to be 
removed. Upon completion of such removal, the director shall cause the name of the 
person so removed to be entered in the register, together with the number of the 
lot in the cemetery and file an affidavit thereof with the clerk of district court. 

11961 c 750 s Zlfl 
241.18 ABANDONMENT OF CEMETERY; COURT ORDER. If the court 

makes its order under the provisions of section 241.17 authorizing the removal of 
bodies from a cemetery and the same is accomplished in accordance with such 
order and the commissioner files affidavits of such removal as hereinbefore pro­
vided, together with his affidavit that he has caused a thorough search to be made, 
and there are no more dead bodies remaining in such cemetery to the best of his 
knowledge, information and belief, the court may make its order authorizing the 
abandonment of such cemetery and thereby discontinue its use as such. 

11961 C750 s 25] 
241.19 FOOD PRODUCTS, PRODUCTION AND PRESERVATION. The com­

missioner of corrections may contract with corporations or individuals engaged in 
the commercial canning or freezing of food products, under such terms as he be­
lieves are for the best interests of the state, for the seeding, fertilizing, harvesting, 
and preserving of food products for consumption by institution inmates. The con­
tract may provide for the payment of the processor's services by a fractional share 
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of the food processed. The commissioner shall not be required to advertise for or 
secure bids. 

11961 C750 S261 
241.20 INMATES TO DO CONSERVATION WORK. Whenever he deems it 

conducive to the rehabilitation of inmates of correctional institutions under his 
control the commissioner of corrections may use selected inmates in the general 
improvement, maintenance, conservation, reforestation, soil erosion control, soil 
rehabilitation, and cultivation of any land within the control of the commissioner 
and, pursuant to agreement with the head of any other state department or agency, 
of lands under control of such department or agency. 

11935 C 297 s 1; 1957 C U0 S 1; 1959 C 263 S 21 (108^6-11) 
241.21 INMATES AVAILABLE TO STATE DEPARTMENTS. To carry out 

the purposes of section 241.20, the commissioner of corrections may make inmates 
available to the head of any state department or agency for work upon any land 
which is within the jurisdiction or control of such department or agency, and the 
commissioner of corrections and the head of any state department or agency having 
land under its jurisdiction or control may enter into written agreements upon such 
terms as may be necessary to provide for the use and the orderly supervision of 
such inmates. 

11935 c 297 s 2; 1957 c U0 s 2; 1959 c 263 s 2] (108^6-12) 
241.22 MAY EXPEND MONEYS. For the purposes of sections 241.20 to 241.24, 

the commissioner of corrections may lawfully expend moneys from any of the fol­
lowing funds: The current expense appropriations of the state reformatory and the 
state prison; revolving funds at either of these institutions, including funds hereto­
fore appropriated for building purposes for the state prison or the state reform­
atory; and the contingent fund appropriation of the commissioner of corrections. 

U935 c 297 s 3; 1959 c 263 s 21 (108^6-13) 
241.23 WARDEN TO MAKE SELECTION. When convicts may be required to 

be used in any work as provided for in sections 241.20 to 241.24, they shall be se­
lected, with the approval of the commissioner of corrections, by the warden of the 
state prison, or the superintendent of the state reformatory, in the following man­
ner and order of preference: 

(1) Suitable paroled convicts who are being detained awaiting private employ­
ment; 

(2) Convicts who are not habitual offenders or guilty of heinous crimes and 
who, in the opinion of the heads of the institutions, are not incorrigible and who 
are physically capable and otherwise suitable for the character of the work provided 
for in sections 241.20 to 241.24. 

[1935 c 297 s 4; 1959 c 263 S 21 (10846-U) 
241.24 [Repealed, 1963 c 753 art 2 s 17] 
241.25 ADD TO PERSONS ON LEAVE, PAROLE OR PROBATION. Subdivi­

sion 1. To provide temporary emergency financial assistance to persons on leave, 
parole or probation from correctional institutions under the control of the com­
missioner of corrections a parolee loan account is hereby created in the state treas­
ury. 

Subd. 2. The account shall consist of appropriations made for such purposes, 
loan repayments, and any other gifts or grants from any lawful source made to the 
commissioner of corrections for the purposes of subdivision 1, and the commis­
sioner is hereby authorized to accept such loan repayments, gifts or grants . All 
moneys in such account are hereby appropriated annually to the commissioner of 
corrections for the purposes of subdivision 1. 

Subd. 3. The commissioner of corrections is hereby authorized and empowered 
to make emergency loans to those persons on parole or probation from state cor­
rectional institutions under his control who are found to be in need of emergency 
financial assistance. Such loans may be in such amounts as the commissioner 
shall determine to be reasonably necessary for subsistence of the parolee or proba­
tioner and his family until he has become gainfully employed or made other suitable 
arrangements for the support of himself and family through other public agencies. 
The commissioner shall determine the terms and conditions of such loans and the 
manner of their repayment, including resort to legal action to effect collection of 
same in the event of refusal or neglect by the recipient to make repayment when 
able to do so. 
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Subd. 4. The commissioner of corrections shall report to each successive legis­
lature the status of the account. 

Subd. 5. There is hereby appropriated from the general fund the sum of $3,000 
to the parolee loan account hereinabove created. 

Subd. 6. The commissioner of corrections may use the money in the imprest 
fund of his department to make emergency loans as provided in subdivision 3 and 
to meet other emergencies. 

11965 c 528 s 1; Exl967 c 52 s 1,2; 1969 c 399 s n 
241.26 PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT OF INMATES OF STATE CORRECTIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS IN COMMUNITY. Subdivision 1. Authority. The adult correc­
tions commission and the youth conservation commission upon recommendation of 
the commissioner of corrections may conditionally release selected inmates of state 
correctional institutions who are subject to their control, who have been convicted 
of a gross misdemeanor or a felony, and who are eligible and being considered for 
parole under section 243.05, to work at paid employment, seek employment, or to 
participate in vocational training programs in any community or area of the state, 
provided that (a) representatives of local union central bodies or similar labor 
union organizations are consulted; and (b) such paid employment will not result in 
the displacement of employed workers. Such release constitutes an extension of the 
limits of confinement and each inmate so released shall be confined in the institu­
tion from which released or in some other suitable place of confinement desig­
nated by the commissioner of corrections during such time as such inmate is not 
employed, seeking employment, or engaged in a vocational training program, or, 
if employed, seeking employment, or engaged in a vocational training program, 
between the times of such activity. 

Subd. 2. Use of local detention facilities. The commissioner of corrections 
shall designate state correctional institutions for participation in the program 
authorized in subdivision 1 and shall adapt facilities of such institutions to provide 
housing and supervision of inmates participating in such program. He may also 
enter into contractual agreements with appropriate city and county authorities for 
the confinement of and provision of other correctional services to such inmates 
whose employment or vocational training programs so require, and such city and 
county authorities are hereby authorized to make and enter such contracts and 
agreements. 

Subd. 3. Rules. The commissioner of corrections shall, upon consultation with 
the adult corrections commission and the youth conservation commission, estab­
lish rules for the placement and supervision of such inmates and for the adminis­
tration of the programs authorized by this section. When consistent with the pub­
lic interest the adult corrections commission and the youth conservation commis­
sion may grant furloughs not to exceed 10 days duration to those persons subject 
to their control who participate in such conditional release programs. 

Subd. 4. Revocation. The willful failure of an inmate to report to or return 
from planned employment, the seeking of employment, vocational training, or 
furlough as provided in subdivision 3 shall be considered an escape under section 
609.485. If an inmate violates any of the rules as provided for in subdivision 3, his 
work placement or vocational training privileges may be withdrawn by the com­
mission granting such conditional release. 

Subd. 5. Earnings; work release account. The net earnings of each inmate 
participating in work release program provided by this section shall be collected 
by or forwarded to the commissioner of corrections under rules established by him 
and deposited by the commissioner in the state treasury and credited to the "work 
release account", which account is hereby established, to the account of such in­
mate. Such moneys shall be and remain under the control of the commissioner 
for the sole benefit of such inmate, subject to disbursement by the commissioner 
for the following purpose and in the following order: 

(1) The cost of such inmate's keep as determined by the provision of subdi­
vision 7, which moneys shall be deposited in the general fund of the state treasury if 
such inmate is housed in a state correctional institution, or shall be paid to the appro­
priate city or county treasurer if such inmate is housed in a city or county facility; 

(2) Necessary travel expense to and from work and other incidental expenses 
of the inmate; 

(3) Support of inmate's dependents, if any; 
(4) After the above expenditures, the inmate shall have discretion to direct 

payment of the balance, if any, upon proper proof of personal legal debts; 
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(5) The balance, if any, shall be disbursed to the inmate as provided in section 
243.24, subdivision 1. 

All moneys in the "work release account" established by this subdivision are 
appropriated annually to the commissioner of corrections for the purposes of the 
work release program. 

Subd. 6. Exemption from process. Wages or salaries of work placement in­
mates shall not be subject to garnishment, attachment, or execution in the hands of 
either the employer or a state agent authorized to hold such funds. 

Subd. 7. Payment of board and room. The commissioner shall determine the 
amount to be paid for board and room by such work placement inmate. When 
special circumstances war ran t or for just and reasonable cause, the commissioner 
may waive the payment by the inmate of board and room charges and report such 
waivers to the state auditor and the state public examiner. 

Where a work placement inmate is housed in a jail or workhouse, such board 
and room revenue shall be paid over to such city or county official as provided for 
in subdivision 2, provided however, tha t when payment of board and room has been 
waived, the commissioner shall make such payments from funds appropriated for 
that purpose. 

[1967 c lfl8 s 1; 1969 c 399 si] 

241.27 VOCATIONAL TRAINING OF INMATES; REVOLVING ACCOUNTS. 
Subdivision 1. For the purpose of providing more adequate, regular and suitable 
employment for the vocational training and rehabilitation of inmates of institu­
tions under his control, the commissioner of corrections is hereby authorized and 
empowered to establish, equip, maintain and operate a t such institutions such ad­
ditional industrial activities as may be deemed necessary and suitable to such in­
stitutions. Such industrial activities shall be for the primary purpose of providing 
vocational training and teaching proper work habits to inmates of institutions 
under the control of the commissioner of corrections, and not as a competitive 
business venture. Prior to the establishment of such additional industrial activi­
ties, the commissioner of corrections shall consult with representatives of busi­
ness, industry, organized labor, the state department of education, the state ap­
prenticeship council, the state department of labor and industry, the department of 
employment security, the department of administration, and such other persons 
and bodies as he may feel are qualified to determine the quantity and nature of 
goods, wares and merchandise to be made, and the types of processes to be used in 
their manufacture, processing, repair, and production consistent with the greatest 
opportunity for reform and vocational training of such inmates, and with the 
best interests of the state, business, industry and labor. 

The commissioner of corrections may employ administrative, supervisory and 
other skilled craftsmen for the proper instruction of such inmates. 

Subd. 2. To accomplish the foregoing purposes the commissioner of corrections 
may, with the approval of the governor and the legislative advisory committee, 
withdraw from the state prison revolving fund or that revolving fund at the state 
reformatory for men established by section 243.85(f), such sums as may be neces­
sary to establish the additional industrial activities authorized by subdivision 1. 
The sums so withdrawn shall not exceed, in any one year, a total of $150,000. 

When any additional industrial activity is established at an institution under the 
control of the commissioner, which had not previously contained an industrial ac­
tivity, all the proceeds and income from the sale of products produced or processed 
by such industrial activity shall be deposited in an industrial revolving account at 
such institution, which industrial revolving accounts a re hereby authorized to be 
established, and shall be used to defray the costs of the operation and conduct of 
such activities. The proceeds and income from any new industrial activities es­
tablished at the state prison or the state reformatory for men shall be deposited 
in the existing revolving accounts at such institutions. 

When necessary to meet current demands of any industrial activity established 
under subdivision 1, the commissioner of corrections, with the approval of the gov­
ernor and the legislative advisory committee, may transfer funds from one indus­
trial revolving account to another among the several institutions under his control 
in which industrial activities are conducted, provided that such transfer shall not 
exceed $50,000 from one industrial revolving account in any one year. 

11967 c 883 s 1; Exl967 c 1 s 6] 

                           
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1969



241.28 DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 2590 

INTERSTATE CORRECTIONS COMPACT 

241.28 CITATION. Sections 241.28 to 241.30 may be cited as the Interstate Cor­
rections Compact. 

[1969 c 595 s i ] 

241.29 COMPACT. The Interstate Corrections Compact is hereby enacted into 
law and entered into by this state with any other states legally joining therein in the 
form substantially as follows: 

INTERSTATE CORRECTIONS COMPACT 
ARTICLE I 

Purpose and Policy 
The party states, desiring by common action to fully utilize and improve their in­

stitutional facilities and provide adequate programs for the confinement, t reatment 
and rehabilitation of various types of offenders, declare that it is the policy of each 
of the party states to provide such facilities and programs on a basis of cooperation 
with one another, thereby serving the best interests of such offenders and of society 
and effecting economies in capital expenditures and operational costs. The purpose 
of this compact is to provide for the mutual development and execution of such pro­
grams of cooperation for the confinement, t reatment and rehabilitation of offenders 
with the most economical use of human and material resources. 

ARTICLE II 
Definitions 

As used in this compact, unless the context clearly requires otherwise: 

(a) "State" means a state of the United States; the United States of America; a 
territory or possession of the United States; the District of Columbia; the Common­
wealth of Puerto Rico. 

(b) "Sending state" means a state party to this compact in which conviction or 
court commitment was had. 

(c) "Receiving state" means a state party to this compact to which an inmate is 
sent for confinement other than a state in which conviction or court commitment 
was had. 

(d) "Inmate" means a male or female offender who is committed, under sen­
tence to or confined in a penal or correctional institution. 

(e) "Institution" means any penal or correctional facility, including but not 
limited to a facility for the mentally ill or mentally defective, in which inmates as 
defined in (d) above may lawfully be confined. 

ARTICLE i n 

Contracts 
(a) Each party state may make one or more contracts with any one or more of 

the other party states for the confinement of inmates on behalf of a sending state in 
institutions situated within receiving states. Any such contract shall provide for: 

1. Its duration. 
2. Payments to be made to the receiving state by the sending state for inmate 

maintenance, extraordinary medical and dental expenses, and any participation in or 
receipt by inmates of rehabilitative or correctional services, facilities, programs, or 
t reatment not reasonably included as part of normal maintenance. 

3. Participation in programs of inmate employment, if any; the disposition or 
crediting of any payments received by inmates on account thereof; and the crediting 
of proceeds from or disposal of any products resulting therefrom. 

4. Delivery and retaking of inmates. 

5. Such other mat ters as may be necessary and appropriate to fix the obliga­
tions, responsibilities and rights of the sending and receiving states. 

(b) The terms and provisions of this compact shall be a part of any contract en­
tered into by the authority of or pursuant thereto, and nothing in any such contract 
shall be inconsistent therewith. 
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ARTICLE IV 
Procedures and Rights 

(a) Whenever the duly constituted authorities in a state party to this compact, 
and which has entered into a contract pursuant to article III, shall decide that con­
finement in, or transfer of an inmate to, an institution within the territory of another 
party state is necessary or desirable in order to provide adequate quarters and care 
or an appropriate program of rehabilitation or treatment, said officials may direct 
that the confinement be within an institution within the territory of said other party 
state, the receiving state to act in that regard solely as agent for the sending state. 

(b) The appropriate officials of any state party to this compact shall have ac­
cess, at all reasonable times, to any institution in which it has a contractual right to 
confine inmates for the purpose of inspecting the facilities thereof and visiting such 
of its inmates as may be confined in the institution. 

(c) Inmates confined in an institution pursuant to the terms of this compact 
shall at all times be subject to the jurisdiction of the sending state and may at any 
time be removed therefrom for transfer to a prison or other institution within the 
sending state, for transfer to another institution in which the sending state may have 
a contractual or other right to confine inmates, for release on probation or parole, for 
discharge, or for any other purpose permitted by the laws of the sending state; 
provided that the sending state shall continue to be obligated to such payments as 
may be required pursuant to the terms of any contract entered into under the terms 
of article III. 

(d) Each receiving state shall provide regular reports to each sending state on 
the inmates of that sending state in institutions pursuant to this compact including 
a conduct record of each inmate and certify said record to the official designated by 
the sending state, in order that each inmate may have official review of his or her 
record in determining and altering the disposition of said inmate in accordance with 
the law which may obtain in the sending state and in order that the same may be a 
source of information for the sending state. 

(e) All inmates who may be confined in an institution pursuant to the provisions 
of this compact shall be treated in a reasonable and humane manner and shall be 
treated equally with such similar inmates of the receiving state as may be confined 
in the same institution. The fact of confinement in a receiving state shall not deprive 
any inmate so confined of any legal rights which said inmate would have had if con­
fined in an appropriate institution of the sending state. 

(f) Any hearing or hearings to which an inmate confined pursuant to this com­
pact may be entitled by the laws of the sending state may be had before the appro­
priate authorities of the sending state, or of the receiving state if authorized by the 
sending state. The receiving state shall provide adequate facilities for such hearings 
as may be conducted by the appropriate officials of a sending state. In the event such 
hearing or hearings are had before officials of the receiving state, the governing law 
shall be that of the sending state and a record of the hearing or hearings as prescribed 
by the sending state shall be made. Said record together with any recommendations 
of the hearing officials shall be transmitted forthwith to the official or officials before 
whom the hearing would have been had if it had taken place in the sending state. In 
any and all proceedings had pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision, the of­
ficials of the receiving state shall act solely as agents of the sending state and no 
final determination shall be made in any matter except by the appropriate officials 
of the sending state. 

(g) Any inmate confined pursuant to this compact shall be released within the 
territory of the sending state unless the inmate, and the sending and receiving states, 
shall agree upon release in some other place. The sending state shall bear the cost 
of such return to its territory. 

(h) Any inmate confined pursuant to the terms of this compact shall have any 
and all rights to participate in and derive any benefits or incur or be relieved of any 
obligations or have such obligations modified or his status changed on account of 
any action or proceeding in which he could have participated if confined in any ap­
propriate institution of the sending state located within such state. 

(i) The parent, guardian, trustee, or other person or persons entitled under the 
laws of the sending state to act for, advise, or otherwise function with respect to any 
inmate shall not be deprived of or restricted in his exercise of any power in respect 
of any inmate confined pursuant to the terms of this compact. 
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ARTICLE V 

Acts Not Reviewable in Receiving State: Extradition 
(a) Any decision of the sending state in respect of any mat ter over which it 

retains jurisdiction pursuant to this compact shall be conclusive upon and not review­
able within the receiving state, but if at the time the sending state seeks to remove 
an inmate from an institution in the receiving state there is pending against the 
inmate within such state any criminal charge or if the inmate is formally accused of 
having committed within such state a criminal offense, the inmate shall not be re­
turned without the consent of the receiving state until discharged from prosecution 
or other form of proceeding, imprisonment or detention for such offense. The duly 
accredited officers of the sending state shall be permitted to transport inmates pur­
suant to this compact through any and all states party to this compact without in­
terference. 

(b) An inmate who escapes from an institution in which he is confined pursuant 
to this compact shall be deemed a fugitive from the sending state and from the state 
in which the institution is situated. In the case of an escape to a jurisdiction other 
than the sending or receiving state, the responsibility for institution of extradition 
or rendition proceedings shall be that of the sendng state, but nothing contained 
herein shall be construed to prevent or affect the activities of officers and agencies 
of any jurisdiction directed toward the apprehension and return of an escapee. 

ARTICLE VI 
Federal Aid 

Any state party to this compact may accept federal aid for use in connection with 
any institution or program, the use of which is or may be affected by this compact 
or any contract pursuant hereto and any inmate in a receiving state pursuant to this 
compact may participate in any such federally aided program or activity for which 
the sending and receiving states have made contractual provision, provided that if 
such program or activity is not part of the customary correctional regimen the 
express consent of the appropriate official of the sending state shall be required 
therefor. 

ARTICLE VII 

Entry into Force 
This compact shall enter into force and become effective and binding upon the 

state so acting when it has been enacted into law by any two states. Thereafter, this 
compact shall enter into force and become effective and binding as to any other of 
said states upon similar action by such state. 

ARTICLE VIII 
Withdrawal and Termination 

This compact shall continue in force and remain binding upon a party state until 
it shall have enacted a statute repealing the same and providing for the sending of 
formal written notice of withdrawal from the compact to the appropriate officials, 
of all other party states. An actual withdrawal shall not take effect until one year 
after the notices provided in said statute have been sent. Such withdrawal shall not 
relieve the withdrawing state from its obligations assumed hereunder prior to the 
effective date of withdrawal. Before the effective date of withdrawal, a withdrawing 
state shall remove to its territory, at its own expense, such inmates as it may have 
confined pursuant to the provisions of this compact. 

ARTICLE IX 
Other Arrangements Unaffected 

Nothing contained in this compact shall be construed to abrogate or impair any 
agreement or other arrangement which a party state may have with a non-party 
state for the confinement, rehabilitation or treatment of inmates nor to repeal any 
other laws of a party state authorizing the making of cooperative institutional ar­
rangements. 

ARTICLE X 

Construction and Severability 
The provisions of this compact shall be liberally construed and shall be sever­

able. If any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be 
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contrary to the constitution of any participating state or of the United States or the 
applicability thereof to any government, agency, person or circumstance is held 
invalid, the validity of the remainder of this compact and the applicability thereof to 
any government, agency, person or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If 
this compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of any state participating 
therein, the compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining states 
and in full force and effect as to the state affected as to all severable matters. 

[1969 c 595 S2] 
241.30 POWERS WITH RELATION TO COMPACT. The commissioner of cor­

rections or his designee is hereby authorized and directed to do all things necessary or 
incidental to the carrying out of the compact in every particular. 

[1969 c 595 S 31 
NOTE: Laws 1969, Chapter 595, Section 4, reads as follows: 
"This act shall take effect upon enactment into law, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith 

are hereby repealed." 

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS CENTERS 
241.31 COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS CENTER. Subdivision 1. Notwith­

standing any provisions of Minnesota Statutes to the contrary, any city, county, ex­
cept a county containing a city of the first class, town, or village, or any non-profit 
corporation approved by the commissioner of corrections, or any combination there­
of may establish and operate a community corrections center for the purpose of pro­
viding housing, supervision, treatment, counseling and other correctional services; 

(a) to persons convicted of crime in the courts of this state and placed on proba­
tion by such courts pursuant to section 609.135; 

(b) to persons not yet convicted of a crime but under criminal accusation who 
voluntarily accept such treatment; 

(c) to persons adjudicated a delinquent under chapter 260; and 
(d) with the approval of the youth conservation commission, to persons paroled 

under chapter 242. 
Subd. 2. Community corrections centers established under this section may be 

administered by a non-profit corporation, by the political subdivision establishing 
same, or by a community corrections board organized and composed in the same man­
ner that a community mental health board is composed and organized under sections 
245.66 to 245.67. 

Subd. 3. The premises and facilities for any community correctional center may 
be acquired by purchase, lease, or gift, and may be established and operated in con­
nection with existing public or private institutions. 

Subd. 4. Any political subdivision, as described in subdivision 1, may use unex­
pended funds, levy additional taxes, accept gifts, grants and subsidies from any law­
ful source, or make application for federal funds in order to provide the necessary 
funds for the establishment and operation of a community corrections center. 

Subd. 5. The commissioner of corrections shall establish minimum standards 
for the size, area to be served, qualifications of staff, ratio of staff to inmate popu­
lation, and treatment programs for community corrections centers established pur­
suant to this section. Plans and specifications for such centers, including proposed 
budgets must first be submitted to the commissioner for his approval prior to the es­
tablishment. 

Subd. 6. With the approval of the commissioner of public welfare any city, 
county, town, village, or any non-profit corporation approved by the commissioner 
of corrections, or any combination thereof, may obtain by lease the use of any build­
ing or unit thereof located upon the grounds of a state hospital, and may contract 
with such state hospital and with community mental health centers for consultative 
and clinical services. 

[1969 c 761 s i ] 
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