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§254-48 CH. 5B—PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES IN GENERAL 

of their official duties. Op. Atty. Gen., May 18, 
1931. 

Law applies to a sheriff driving his own 
automobile in criminal cases, and to a deputy 
sheriff, where the deputy received no salary. 
Op. Atty. Gen., May 18, 1931. 

Law does not affect r ights of a sheriff under 
the old law where he employs a taxi or auto
mobile livery of a third person. Op. Atty. Gen., 
May 18, 1931. 

This act does not affect section C57. Op. 
Atty. Gen., May 23, 1931. 

This act affects mileage allowance of sheriffs 
of some counties under section 6993. Op. Atty. 
Gen., May 23, 1931. 

The limitation of seven cents per mile , for 
use of automobile applies to section 5353-2 if 
the county nurse furnishes her own automobile 
and bills the county for use thereof, but not 
if the county furnishes the automobile and gas
oline and repairs. Op. Atty. Gen., May 23, 1931. 

This act modifies section 962 so as to limit 
allowance for use of automobile to seven cents 
per mile. Op. Atty. Gen., May 23, 1931. 

This act is not applicable to the city of Min
neapolis where employes are paid a specific sum 
per month as automobile allowance. Op. Atty. 
Gen., June 2, 1931. 

In the absence of a special s ta tu te applicable 
to a part icular county, this act is applicable and 
limits allowance for use of sheriff's own auto
mobile. Op. Atty. Gen., June 4, 1931. 

If a county a t torney is entitled to receive re
imbursement for the use of his own car on 
county business, it is limited to seven cents 
per mile by this act. Op. Atty. Gen., June 4, 
1931. 

Expense allowances of county commissioner 
governed by section 657 are affected by this act, 
but if the county is governed by section 656, 

allowance -for reimbursement for use of car is 
limited by this act. Op. Atty. Gen., June 4, 1931. 

Allowance for t ravel ing expenses of members 
of county child welfare board is limited specific
ally by Laws 1931, c. 242. Op. Atty. Gen., June 
4, 1931. 

This act does not prevent sheriff collecting 
taxes pursuant to section 2090 from charging 
mileage a t the ra te of ten cents and adding it 
to the tax. Op. Atty. Gen., June 8, 1931. 

A sheriff t ranspor t ing 'a feeble-minded per
son to a s ta te insti tution is entitled to reim
bursement for his actual expenses in t ranspor t 
ing the person mentioned, and where he uses his 
own car the expense may exceed seven cents per 
mile while the feeble-minded person is in the 
car. Op. Atty. Gen., June 15, 1931. 

This act only limits the amounts which may 
be paid by the s ta te or any governmental sub
division thereof, and does not limit the mileage 
which a public officer may charge to an indivi
dual in connection with official services ren
dered. Op. Atty. Gen., July 2, 1931. 

Where the s ta tu te allows a certain sum per 
mile as mileage without any s ta tement tha t it 
is as reinbursement for automobile or other 
expenses of traveling, the allowance is not af
fected by this law. Op. Atty. Gen., July 7, 1931. 

§254-48. Construction.—This act shall be 
construed as amending all existing laws au
thorizing such allowances Or reimbursement 
by imposing the maximum limit above set 
forth and shall not be construed as permit
ting the payment of such allowance or the 
making of such reimbursement to any officer 
or employe where it is not now permitted or 
hereafter authorized by law. (Act Apr. 24, 
1931, c. 331, §2.) 

CHAPTER 6 
Elections 

§258. Election districts. 
Laws 1929, c. 95, repealed and reenacted by 

Laws 1929, c. 344, provides for se t t ing apar t 
unincorporated platted terr i tory within a town
ship as a separate election district. The act 
is so restricted as to terr i tor ial operation as to 
require its exclusion from this compilation as a 
local or special act. 

§§262 to 270. [Repealed]. 
Repealed by Laws 1929, c. 297, §13, post, §270-

13. 
See §401-1, as to hours of opening and clos

ing of polls. 

§270-1. Election to fill vacancies in con
gress or legislature.—Every vacancy in the 
office of representative in Congress or mem
ber of the State Legislature or in any other 
elective public office the filling of which is 
not otherwise provided for shall be filled for 
the unexpired term by election upon the writ 
of the governor as provided by this act; pro
vided, that if there will be no session of the 
congress or the legislature or other occasion 
for the exercise of the functions of the office, 
as the case may be, before the expiration of 
the term in which the vacancy exists or will 
occur, it shall not be necessary to fill the 
vacancy. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, §1.) 

§270-2. Same—governor to direct election 
—special election.-—in any case where a va
cancy in such an office has occurred and the 
governor is informed thereof a sufficient time 
before the next general election to permit 
the giving of notice and the nomination of 

candidates therefor as hereinafter provided, 
and where there will be no session of the 
congress or the legislature or other occasion 
for the exercise of the functions of the office, 
as the case may be, before the time fixed by 
law for the final canvass of the general elec
tion returns for offices of the same kind as 
that to be filled hereunder, the governor shall 
issue his writ directing that the vacancy be 
filled at such general election and that nom
inations be made therefor as hereinafter pro
vided. In all other cases the governor, upon 
being' informed of the existence of such a 
vacancy or of any contingency which will 
create a future vacancy in such an office, 
shall issue his writ directing that a special 
election be held to fill the vacancy and that 
nominations be made therefor as hereinafter 
provided. Two or more vacancies may be 
filled at the same election, and candidates 
therefore may be nominated at the same pri
mary. Any special election or special pri
mary under this act may be held on the same 
day as any other election or primary, using 
the same polling places and election officials, 
but with separate ballots and ballot boxes 
for the election or primary held hereunder 
except as otherwise hereinafter provided. 
(Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, §2.)-

§270-3. Same—governor to call special 
election within ten days in certain cases.— 
In any case where the congress or the legis
lature will be in session or there will be 
other occasion for the exercise of the func-
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CH. 6—ELECTIONS §270-7 

tions of the office, as the case may be, so 
that a person elected as provided by this 
section • could take office and exercise the 
functions thereof immediately after his elec
tion, the governor, forthwith after being in
formed of the existence of the vacancy or 
contingency causing a future vacancy, and in 
any event not more than ten days after re
ceipt of such information, shall issue his writ 
calling the special election for the earliest 
possible time thereafter which will permit the 
giving of notice of such special election and 
the primary therefor as hereinafter provided, 
and in any event not more than twenty-five 
days after the issuance of the writ. (Act 
Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, §3.) 

§270-4. Same—special election.—In all 
cases other than those hereinbefore provided 
for, the governor shall issue his writ season^ 
ably calling such special election for such 
time that the person elected may take office 
at the opening of the next session of the 
congress or the legislature or upon such other 
occasion as may next arise for the exercise of 
the functions of the office, as the case may 
be, and so that candidates may be nominated 
for such special election as hereinafter pro
vided. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, §4.) 

§270-5. Same—primary election—special 
primary election.—Candidates for election to 
fill any such vacancy may be nominated at 
primaries and otherwise as hereinafter pro
vided. In any case where the vacancy is to 
be filled at the next general election or at 
a special election to be held not less than 
seven days after the time fixed by law for the 
meeting of the county canvassing xboard for 
the regular primary election, and where the 
governor's writ can be issued a sufficient time 
before the regular primary election to per
mit the giving of notice and the filing of 
affidavits of candidates as hereinafter pro
vided, the writ shall be so issued and shall 
direct that candidates may be nominated at 
the regular primary election, and thereupon 
candidates shall be so nominated. In all 
other cases the writ shall direct that a spe
cial primary for the nomination of candidates 
be held on a date therein specified not later 
than the seventh day before the election at 
which the vacancy is to be filled, and there
upon such a special primary shall be held as 
so directed. In the case of non-partisan of
fices, the two candidates -receiving the highest 
number of votes at the primary election for 
each office to be filled shall be deemed to be 
nominated; provided, that where there are 
two or more offices of the same kind and 
having the same term to be filled at the same 
election, the candidates twice as many in 
number as such offices to be filled receiving 
the highest number of votes shall be deemed 
to be' nominated. In the case of party offices, 
one candidate for each office to be filled may 
be nominated at the primary for each politi
cal party having the qualifications prescribed 
by the laws relating to primary elections, and 
the candidate of each party receiving the 
highest number of votes at the primary for 
such party nomination shall be deemed to be 
nominated; provided, that where there are 
two or more party offices of the same kind 
and having the same term to be filled at 
the same election, the candidates of each 

party equal In number to the offices to be 
filled receiving the highest number of votes 
for such party nominations shall be deemed 
to be nominated. Provided, further, that in 
any case where the number of persons who 
have filed as candidates for any nomination 
does not exceed the number to be nominated, 
the persons who have filed therefor shall be 
deemed to be nominated, and no primary 
shall be held to make such nominations. 
Candidates may also be nominated by petition 
or certificate of voters under the conditions 
and in the manner provided by the laws 
relating to such petitions or certificates, so 
far as applicable; provided, that in any case 
where the vacancy is to be filled at the gen
eral election and where candidates therefor 
are to be nominated at the regular primary 
election or at a special primary held not less 
than five days before the expiration of the 
time prescribed by law for filing nominating 
petitions or certificates for candidates for 
like offices at the general election, nominat
ing petitions or certificates for candidates for 
such vacancy shall be filed within the time 
so prescribed, and in all other cases nominat
ing petitions or certificates for candidates un
der this act shall be filed not later than the 
fifth day preceding the election at which the 
vacancy is to be filled. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, 
c. 297, §5.) 

§270-6. Same—auditor to post notice.— 
Every writ issued by the governor under this 
act shall be forthwith filed with the secretary 
of state, who shall immediately transmit a 
certified copy thereof by registered mail to 
the county auditor of each county in which 
candidates for the vacancy are to be voted 
upon. At least, five days before the expira
tion of the time for filing affidavits of candi
dates specified in the writ, as hereinafter pro
vided, the county auditor of each county con
cerned shall post a copy of the writ at his 
office and shall cause a copy thereof to be 
published once in a qualified legal newspaper 
published, at the county seat. He shall also 
cause posted notice of the primary and of the 
election to be given in each election district 
in the county in the manner provided by law 
at least five days before the primary and at 
least twelve days before the election. In any 
case where the primary is to be held on the 
seventh day before the election, both may be 
included in the same notice, and in any case 
where either the primary or the election is 
to be held on the same day as any other 
election, notice of the primary or election to 
be held under this act may, if practicable, be 
included in the notice of such other election. 
But no omission of or defect in any publica
tion or posting of any such writ or notice 
shall invalidate any primary or election held 
under this act. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, 
§6.) 

Modifies Mason's St. 1927, §§293, 353, and it is 
county auditors ' duty to post notices of election. 
Op. Atty. Gen., .May 25, W29. 

§270-7. Same—filing of candidates.—Can
didates for nomination to fill a vacancy in 
any office at any primary under this act shall 
file their affidavits within the time herein
after prescribed with the same officers and 
in the same manner and shall pay the same 
fees as provided by law for candidates for 
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§270-8. CH. 6—ELECTIONS 

like offices at regular primary elections. In 
any case where such nominations are to be 
made on the regular primary election day 
and where the governor's writ can be issued 
in accordance with the provisions of this act 
a sufficient time before the close of the regu
lar time for filing for like offices so as to 
permit the publication of the writ as herein
before provided, the writ shall be so issued, 
and shall state that such affidavits may be 
filed within the time prescribed by law for 
the regular primary election, and thereupon 
all such affidavits shall be so filed. In all 
other cases the writ shall state that such 
affidavits may be filed not later than the 
seventh day before the primary and there
upon all such affidavits shall be so filed. In 
any case where affidavits of candidates have 
been filed with the secretary of state, he shall 
certify the names.of such candidates to the 
county auditors of all counties in which they 
are to be voted upon within twenty-four hours 
after the close of the time for filing, and 
thereupon the filing fees received by the sec
retary of state shall be disposed of as provided 
by the laws governing regular primary elec
tions. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, §7.) 

§270-8. Same—names on ballots.—Only 
the names of. candidates who have duly filed 
as hereinbefore provided shall be placed upon 
the ballots for any primary held under this 
act, and only the names of candidates who 
have been duly nominated as hereinbefore 
provided shall be placed upon the ballots for. 
any election held under this act. Blank 
spaces for writing in names shall be provided 
upon such election ballots as upon general 
election ballots, but not upon such primary 
ballots. Except as otherwise hereinafter pro
vided, the county auditor of each county con
cerned shall prepare special ballots for every 
election and primary to be held under this 
act. Such ballots shall be headed, "Special 
Election Ballots" or, "Special Primary Bal
lots," as the case may be, followed by the 
date of the election or primary. Immediately 
below the title of each office to be filled there 
shall be printed the words, "To fill vacancy 
in term expiring ," with the date of 
expiration of the term and such other infor
mation as may be necessary to distinguish 
such office from any other office to be voted 
upon at the same election or primary. Other
wise such ballots shall conform, as far as 
practicable, with the laws relating to ballots 
for general elections and regular primary 
elections, respectively. The county auditor 
shall post a sample of each such ballot in his 
office as soon as prepared and not later than 
four days before the election or primary, as 
the case may be, but need not publish any 
such sample ballot. But in any case where 
candidates are to be voted for under in this 
act on the general election day or are to be 
nominated on the regular primary election 
day, as the case may be, and where the can
vass of the returns is to be made by the 
regular county canvassing board, as herein
after provided, and where the ballots for such 
general election or primary, as the case may 
be, have not been printed when the names 
of the candidates under this act have been 
finally determined as herein provided, the 
county auditor shall place the names of such 
candidates upon the regular ballots used for 

like offices at the general election or primary, 
as the case may be, designating the office to 
be filled in the same manner as hereinbefore 
provided for special ballots. (Act Apr. 23, 
1929, c. 297, §8.) 

§270-9. Same—election districts—officials. 
—The election districts and officials for any 
special election or primary held under this 
act shall be the same as at the last preced
ing general election unless changed according 
to law, and the existing registers of voters 
shall be used without making any new regis
trations. In any place where the permanent 
registration system is in force under Laws 
1923, Chapter 305 [§§380-393, 1394-1407], 
and acts amendatory thereof or supplemen
tary thereto, or under any other law estab
lishing a similar system, nor person shall be 
allowed to vote at any such special election 
or primary unless registered under such sys
tem; provided, that notwithstanding any 
provisions in any law now or hereafter gov
erning such system to the contrary, voters 
shall be permitted to register under such sys
tem for any special election held under this 
act and for the primary therefor up to and 
including the sixth day preceding the pri
mary, not counting any Sunday or legal holi
day, after which day no further registra
tions shall be received for such special elec
tion or primary unless and except as per
mitted by the laws governing such system; 
provided further, that in case any election 
or primary under this act is held on the 
same day as any other election, no registra
tions shall be received for the election or pri
mary held hereunder except as permitted by 
the laws governing such system for such other 
election. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, §9.)' 

§270-10. Same—returns—canvassing board 
—The returns of any primary held un
der this act shall be transmitted forth
with when completed to the county audi
tor of the county wherein such primary is 
held and shall be canvassed on the next day 
other than a Sunday or a legal holiday fol
lowing such primary by a canvassing board 
consisting of the county auditor, county treas
urer, and clerk of the district court of such 
county, any two of whom, being present, shall 
have power to act; provided, that in any 
case where the primary under this act is held 
on the regular primary election day and 
where the election under this act will not 
be held within seven days after the time fixed 
by law for the meeting of the county can
vassing board for the regular primary elec
tion, the returns- of the primary held under 
this act shall be canvassed by such county 
canvassing board at their regular meeting. 
The canvassing board shall determine and 
declare the results of the primary held under 
this act and shall forthwith certify in writing 
a statement thereof, showing the total num
ber of votes received by each candidate and 
shall file the same with the county auditor. 
In ca3e the primary is held in a single coun
ty, the county auditor shall forthwith in writ
ing notify -the successful candidates of their 
nomination. In case the primary is held in 
a district comprising more than one county, 
the county auditor of each other county in 
the district shall forthwith transmit a certi
fied copy of the statement of the canvassing 
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CH. 6—ELECTIONS §314 

board to- the county auditor of the county 
in such district whish cast the highest num
ber of votes for governor at the last preced
ing general election, who shall file the same, 
and, when all of such certified copies have 
been received, shall forthwith canvass the 
same together, and shall thereupon determine 
and declare the results of such primary, and 
shall forthwith certify in writing and file in 
his office a statement thereof, showing the 
total number of votes received by each candi
date in each county and in the entire dis
trict, and shall transmit a certified copy 
thereof to each other county auditor in the 
district, and shall forthwith in writing notify 
the successful candidates of their nomination. 
Provided, that in any case where the primary 
under this act has been held on the regular 
primary election day and the election under 
this act is to be held on the next general 
election day, the .returns of the primary un
der this act shall be made and canvassed and 
the results thereof declared and certified to
gether with and in the same manner as the 
returns of the regular primary election for 
offices of the same kind as that to be filled 
under this act. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, 
HO.) 

§270-11. Same—county auditor to issue 
certificate of election.—The returns of any 
special election held under this act shall be 
transmitted forthwith when completed to the 
county auditor of the county wherein such 
election is held and shall be canvassed on 
the next day other than a Sunday or a legal 
holiday following such election by a canvass
ing board constituted as hereinbefore for a 
special primary, which board shall determine 
and declare the results of such election and 
certify and file a statement thereof in like 
manner as hereinbefore provided for such 
special primary. In case the election is held 
in a single county, the county auditor shall 
forthwith issue a certificate of election to the 
person receiving the highest number- of votes 
for each office to be filled at the election, as 
shown by the statement of the canvassing 
board. In case the election is held in a dis
trict comprising more than one county, the 
county auditor of each county in such dis
trict shall forthwith transmit a certified copy 
of the statement of the canvassing board to 
the secretary of state, who shall file the 
same, and, when all of such certified copies 
have been received, shall forthwith canvass 
the same together and shall thereupon deter
mine and declare the results of the election, 
and shall forthwith certify in writing and file 
in his office a statement thereof, showing the 
total number of votes received by each candi
date in each county and in the entire district, 
and shall forthwith issue a certificate of elec
tion to the person receiving the highest num
ber of votes for each office to be filled at the 
election as shown by such statement. Pro
vided, that in any case where the election 
under this act is held on the general elec
tion day and where the governor's writ has 
not required that such election be held as a 
separate special election on such day, as 
hereinbefore provided, the returns of such 
election shall be canvassed and the results 
thereof declared and certified together with 
and in the same manner as the returns of the 
general election for offices of the same kind 

as that to be filled under this act. (Act Apr. 
23, 1929, c. 297, §11.) 

§270-12. Same——general laws to govern.— 
Except as otherwise provided by this act, all 
elections and primaries held hereunder and 
all matters pertaining thereto shall be gov
erned by the laws relating to general elec
tions and regular primary elections and mat
ters pertaining thereto, respectively, so far as 
such laws are applicable and so far as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this act. (Act Apr. 23, 1929, c. 297, §12.) 

§270-13. Same—laws repealed.—General 
Statutes 1923, Section 262, as amended by 
Laws 1925, Chapter 420, General Statutes 
1923, Sections 263 to 270, inclusive, and 
Laws 1925, Chapter 389 [§264], are hereby 
repealed, and all other acts and parts of acts 
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to 
the extent of such inconsistency. (Act Apr. 
23, 1929, c. 297, §13.) 

§284a. Same—Names, etc., how printed. 
Blank lines should be provided below the 

names of candidates in elections under §§1805 to 
1811. Op. Atty. Gen., Dec. 2, 1930. 

NOMINATIONS BY DIRECT VOTE. 

§298. Primary election—Purpose—Time of 
holding—Notice. 

Modified by Laws 1929, c. 297, §fi, ante, §270-
6. Op. Atty. Gen., May 25, 1929. 

§296. Districts for all elections—Maps or 
descriptions. 

.Where the polling place in unorganized ter
ritory was unavailable, the county board was 
authorized to designate a new polling place and 
to appoint election officers therefor upon giving 
reasonable notice to voters and in absence of 
such designation the voters themselves might 
elect officers who could select a voting place. 
Op. Atty. Gen., May 22, 1930. 

§297. • Names placed on primary ballot— 
etc. 

Candidate who has paid a fee on filing for 
one office cannot, on changing to another office, 
have the fee credited on the second filing, but 
he must pay an additional fee. Op. Atty. Gen., 
April 23, 1930. 

§299. Order of filing—Fees, how disposed 
of. 

Candidate who has paid, the fee on filing for 
one office is not entitled to have the fee credited 
to a different office, in view of the provision 
requiring the payment of the fee to the city 
or county treasurer. Op. Atty. Gen., April 23, 
1930. 

§301. Preparation of ballots—etc. 
How ballots should be printed and distrib

uted. Op. Atty. Gen., June 2, 1930. 

§305. Hours for voting—Towns and vil
lages. 

See Laws 1929, c. 198, post, §401-1, fixing time 
of opening and closing polls and repealing in
consistent acts. 

§312. County canvassing board. 
Applies only to primaries, and the county 

canvassing board provided for should serve only 
at the primaries. Op- Atty. Gen., Oct. 29, 1930. 

§314. Canvassing by State Canvassing 
Board.—The state canvassing board, as con
stituted for canvassing the returns of general 
elections, shall open and canvass the returns 
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§315 CH. 6—ELECTIONS 

of a primary election made to the secretary 
of state at the usual place and hour of meet
ing, on the tenth day after such primary 
election. Upon the completion of the can
vass, the secretary of state shall certify to 
the several auditors the names of the persons 
found to be nominated, and mail to each 
nominee a notice of his nomination. (As 
amended Apr. 20, 1929, c. 280, §1.) 

1. The state, etc. * * * 
Laws 1929, c. 280, §1, amends "the first para

graph" of this section "preceding- subdivision 
(1)" to read as above. 

§315 . Nominees of political parties. 
A candidate for office may withdraw, even 

after the last day for filing, at any time prior 
to the time the ballots are printed. Op. Atty. 
Gen., Mar. 21,. 1931. 

§816. Kevievv by courts. 

180M246, 230NWC37. 

G E N E R A L PROVISIONS. 

§348 . F i l ing certificate. 
City clerk should keep ollice open Saturday 

afternoon for acceptance of filings for city of
fices. Op. Atty. Gen., Nov. 19, 1930. 

§353 . Posted notice of e lect ion—When and 
by whom given. 

Modified by Laws 1929, c. 297, §6, ante, §270-6. 
Op. Atty. Gen., May 25, 1929. 

Election could be noticed for town hall 
though no action was taken at last annual 
meeting specifying a place of election. Op. 
Atty. Gen., Oct. 1, 1930. 

Fact that notice of election was posted for 
one day only did not invalidate the election. 
Op. Atty. Gen., Dec. 19, 1930. 

Posted notice of election called under Laws 
1929, c. 47, should refer to resolution adopted 
by county board. Op. Atty. Gen., Sept. 22, 1930. 

§354. Place of election. 
Mode of designating- place in unorganized ter

ritory for holding election where place origi
nally designated becomes unavailable, stated. 
Op. Atty. Gen., May 22, 1930. 

§356. Towns may vote In villages. 
This section is complied with if the entrances 

to the respective holding places are a t least 
seventy-five feet apar t irrespective of the dis
tance by a s t ra ight line between the interior of 
the two places. Op. Atty. Gen., March 6, 1930. 

§858 . Members of town board to be judges. 
If one of the town supervisors cannot read or 

wri te the English language he should decline 
to serve as Judge of election and a subst i tute 
should be appointed in his place. Op. Atty. 
Gen., May 16, 1930. 

§359-1. Belief election judges.—The gov
erning body of any city of the third and 
fourth class or any village,. or the town 
board of any town, at its discretion by reso
lution adopted not less than fifteen days prior 
to any election or primary, may appoint re
lief judges of election in each election dis
trict. (Act Apr. 20, 1931, c. 256, §1..) 

§859-2. Same—number of relief judges.— 
Such relief judges shall, when appointed, be 
equal in number to the regular judges and 
shall appoint relief clerks equal in number to 
the regular clerks. (Act Apr. 20, 1931, c. 
256, §2.) 

§359-3. Same—qualifications—compensa
tion.—Relief judges and clerks shall have 

the same qualifications and receive the same 
compensation as regular judges and clerks 
during the hours they act, and be subject to 
the same penalties. (Act Apr. 20, 1931, c. 
256, §3.) 

§359-4. Same—duties.—The regular judges 
and clerks shall perform their respective du
ties as prescribed by law during all the time 
the voters are casting their ballots. When 
the polls are closed, the relief judges and 
clerks shall appear and in their presence the 
regular judges and clerks shall open the bal
lot boxes and count the number of ballots 
cast, and in all things comply with Mason's 
Minnesota Statutes of 1927, sections 442, 
443, and 444, and prepare and sign the poll 
lists as required by section 439. The regular 
judges shall then account for and deliver to 
the relief judges all unused election supplies 
and spoiled ballots, prepare and sign the 
statement provided for by Mason's Minnesota 
Statutes 1927, Section 459. (Act Apr. 20, 
1931, c. 256, §4.) 

§359-5. Same—relief judges to canvas bal
lots.—The compensation of the regular 
judges and clerks shall then cease and they 
shall not remain inside the railing at the 
voting places, and the work of canvassing 
the election and counting the ballots shall 
be performed and completed by the relief 
judges and clerks, who shall make due re
turn thereof, and shall perform all other 
duties specified by law for judges and clerks 
of elections after the closing of the polls, ex
cept that the statement required by Mason's 
Minnesota Statutes of 1927, section 364, shall 
be made by the regular judges. (Act Apr. 
20, 1931, c. 256, §5.) 

§359-6. Same—any qualified voter may be 
appointed.—When any relief udge fails to 
attend at the time and place appointed, or is 
disqualified or refuses to act, the regular 
judge present shall appoint a qualified voter 
of the district to act in his place. When 
any relief clerk is absent, disqualified or re
fuses to act, the relief judge shall appoint 
some qualined voter to act in his place. (Act 
Apr. 20, 1931, c. 256, §6.) 

.§360. Judges and clerks of election. 
The fact tha t one of the judges of election 

cannot read, wri te or speak the English lan
guage unde r s t and ing^ will not invalidate the 
precinct vote. Op" Atty. Gen., May 16, 1930. 

Election was not invalid because clerk, who 
was a candidate for re-election, acted as one 
of the clerks of election. Op. Atty. Gen., Dec. 
19, 1930. 

Only a qualified voter may be a clerk in an 
election. Op. Atty. Gen., Oct. 24, 1930. 

§365. Vacancy in office of judge or clerk. 
Where the county board fails to designate 

a polling place and to elect officers therefor 
where the place originally designated has be
come unavailable, the qualified voters present 
a t the opening of the polls on election day, 
would have a r ight to elect judge.3 from among 
their number, who might select a voting place. 
Op. Atty. Gen., May 22, 1930. 

§380 . Commissioner of Registration in cit
ies, etc. 

Brainerd is a city of the third class, and 
general laws relat ing to city elections in cities 
of the third class are now applicable to tha t 
city, except as its char ter may contain provi-
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sions inconsistent therewith. Op. Atty. Gen., 
Feb. 28, 1931. 

§382 . Voters must be registered. 
As to special elections called to fill vacan

cies, see Laws 1929, c. 297, ante, §§270-1 to 
270-13. 

Applies to all cities within its scope, includ
ing those under home rule charter. Op. Atty. 
Gen., Mar. 23, 1929. 

§391-1 . Registration of voters in certain 
villages and c i t ies .— (a) That the office of 
commissioner of registration be and the same 
hereby is created in all vi l lages now or here
after having a population of more than 8,000 
and an assessed valuation of more than $10,-
000,000, and when deemed expedient by the 
City Council by a four-fifths vote in all cities 
now or hereafter having a population of more 
than 7,000 and an assessed valuation of more 
than $14,000,000. The vil lage recorder in 
any such village and the city clerk in any 
such city shall be ex-offlcio commissioners of 
registration, and shall receive such additional 
salary as commissioners as the Council shall 
fix, not however exceeding $600, per year, 
payable in equal monthly installments. When 
such registration is once established, this act 
shall govern regardless of change of popu
lation and/or valuation. Any election held 
in any vil lage under the registration system 
provided by said Laws 1927, Chapter-390 , 
where the population at time of said election 
had become less than 9,000, is hereby- vali
dated and legalized and the election of offi
cers for the terms for which elected at- said 
election are fully validated and legalized. 
(As amended Apr. 13, 1931, c. 144, §1.) 

(b) Places of registration shall be estab
lished throughout such vil lages now or here
after having a population of more than 8,000 
inhabitants and an assessed valuation of 

. more than $10,000,000, and when deemed ex
pedient by the City Council by a four-fifths 
vote, in all cities now or hereafter having a 
population of more than 7,000 and an assessed 
valuation of more than $14,000,000.00, one 
to each precinct in each vil lage and/or city, 
in the usual polling places. (As amended 
Apr. 13, 1931 , c. 144, § l ( b ) . ) / 

Laws 1931, c. 144. amends ^subdivisions (a) 
and (b) of this section to read as above. 

§393-2 . Same—"Elect ions" denned.—For 
the purposes of this act the word "elections" 
whenever used shall be held to mean all gen
eral, special, school or primary elections, both 
state and municipal. That for the purpose of 
this act the word "petition" whenever used 
shall be held to mean any general Or special 
petition that may be presented to any public 
official, council, or board of the state, county, 
or any municipality, that is required -to be 
signed by legally qualified voters. (As amend
ed Apr. 18, 1929, c. 235, §1.) 

§393-3 . Same—Registration necessary.— 
From and after the first day of June, 192 7, 
no qualified voter shall be permitted to vote 
at any election unless such voter shall have 
registered as provided in this act, and in 
vil lages of more than '9,000 inhabitants and 
$14,000,000.00 valuation no qualified voter 
shall be permitted to sign any such petition 
defined in this act unless such voter shall 

have registered as provided in this act at 
least 30 days prior to the date of election or 
the presentation of such petition. (As 
amended Apr. 18, 1929, c. 235, §2.) 

§401 . Hours. 
See Laws 1929, c. 198, post, §401-1, fixing time 

of opening and closing polls and repealing in
consistent acts. 

This section applies only to general elections 
and not to elections held under the provisions 
of a city charter. Op. Atty. Gen., March 31, 
1930. 

' §401 -1 . Opening and closing of polling 
places .—At all special, primary and general 
elections hereafter held in this state the polls 
shall open at the hours now provided by law 
except where the polls now open at 6:00 A. 
M. the t ime hereafter shall be 6:30 A. M. 
and in all cases shall remain open until 8:.00 
P. M. (Act Apr. 16, 1929, c. 198, §1.) 

Sec. 2 of the act repeals inconsistent laws. 
Only applies to regular primary and general 

elections and special elections held in lieu 
thereof. Op. Atty. Gen. 

Applies only to state-wide elections and no t . 
to local elections. Op. Atty. Gen., Nov. 21, 1929. 

This act applies only to state-wide elections 
and primaries, and not to local elections. Op. 
Atty. Gen., Feb. 19, 1930. 

This act is applicable to a city, in the charter 
of which there is no provision as to hours of 
opening and closing the polls, and which pro
vides tha t the general laws of the state on 
the subject of elections shall apply where not 
otherwise provided in the charter. Op. Atty. 
Gen., March 20, 1930. 

This act does not apply to a local election in 
a city operating under a special charter. Op. 
Atty. Gen., March 31, 1930. 

§402. Location of polling places. 
Designation of new polling place in unorgan

ized terr i tory where place originally designated 
has become unavailable. Op. Atty. Gen., May 
22, 1930. 

§403 . Change of polling places. 
Op. Atty. Gen., May 22, 1930; note under 

§774. 

§422 . Examination of challenged person. 
One born in United States and subsequently 

taken to Canada, where his father was natural 
ized, is not an American citizen. 177M289, 22!> 
NW158. 

§424. Marking Ballots . 
Mark on back of ballot, held intentionally 

made for purpose of identification. 178M578. 
228NW155. ' 

Where voter writes in name, it is unnecessary 
to put cross after it. Op. Atty. Gen., Aug. 1. 
1930. 

§425 . Challenge. 
Identification mark on ballot. 178M578. 228 

NW155. 

§427. When voter cannot read English. 
Ballot of voter assisted by another in mark

ing ballot, held invalid where s ta tutory oath 
was not taken. 178MB78, 228NW155. 

Manner of, voting by persons unable to under
stand English. Op. Atty. Gen., Oct. 2, 1930. 

Wrongful act of judges in refusing to allow 
one voter to mark a ballot for another did not 
invalidate the election. Op. Atty. Geil, Dec. 19, 
1930. 

§454. Rules for counting marks on ballots. 
Sulxl. 3. 
Cross-mark in square opposite a blank space, 

held properly counted for contestee. 178M578, 
228NW155. 
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§4.69. R e t u r n s , h o w de l ivered t o county 
aud i t o r . 

Where a judge of election, instead of t rans
mit t ing re turns by registered mail, takes it upon 
himself to personally deliver the re turns to the 
county auditor, and in so doing t ravels more 
than ten miles, he is entitled to no compensa
tion. Op. Atty. Gen., June 23, 1930. 

Where the polling places are less than ten 
miles from the office of the county auditor the 
compensation and mileage for mailing or taking 
election re turns to the auditor is to be paid by 
the town, village or city in which the election 
is held. Where the distance is more than ten 
miles the re turns are to be sent by registered 
mail and the compensation is to be paid by the 
county treasury. Op. Atty. Gen., Feb. 19, 1930. 

§ 4 7 1 . Dis t r ic t s excepted. 

Op. Atty. GenT, Feb. 19, 1930; note under §469. 

§474 . County canvass ing boa rd . 

178M578, 228NW155. 
This section applies only to general election, 

and county canvassing board which acts fol
lowing the primaries is not the same board 
which acts a t the primary election. Op. Atty. 
Gen., Oct. 29, 1930. 

§476 . County canvass ing b o a r d t o dec la re 
pe r sons e lected. 

Fai lure of canvassing board to expressly de
clare a candidate elected, held not to prevent 
an appeal and contest of the election. 178M578, 
228NW155. 

§477 . Certif icates of e lect ion a n d copies of 
r e t u r n s . 

One who has been elected, holds a regular 
certificate of election and has qualified, is en
titled to possession of the office until and unless 
his election has been set aside in a direct a t 
tack by election contest or quo warranto . State 
ex rel. v. Magie, 235NW526. See Dun. Dig. 2978 
(54). 

§478 . S t a t e canvass ing b o a r d . — T h e secre
t a ry of s t a t e shal l call to his ass i s tance two 
or m o r e j u d g e s of t h e ' s u p r e m e cour t and two 
d i s in te res ted j u d g e s of t he d is t r ic t cour t , and 
they shal l cons t i tu t e t he s t a t e canvass ing 
board . H e shal l appo in t a mee t ing of such 
board to be held in his office on the second 
Tuesday af ter each gene ra l election, and 
wi th in t h i r t y days af ter a special elect ion. 
W h e n a vacancy in t h e m e m b e r s h i p of said 
board occurs by reason of inabi l i ty or fa i lure 
of any such j u d g e to a t t e n d on the day a p 
pointed, he shal l fill t he vacancy by select ing 
a n o t h e r d i s in te res ted j u d g e from e i the r cou r t ; 
provided, t h a t no t m o r e t h a n two judges of 
the s u p r e m e cour t shal l be obliged to serve 
upon such boa rd a t one t ime. (As amended 
Apr. 20, 1929, c. 280, §2.) 

§ 4 8 8 . Contes t ing s t a t e a n d munic ipa l elec
t ions . 

Corrupt Practices Act of 1912 [§§538 to 579] 
does not apply to elections in townships of less 
than 5,000 population. ' 174M333, 219NW284. 

Whether ballot offered in evidence had been 
properly identified is a question of fact. 178M 
578, 228NW155 

I r regular i ty in one notice of election upon 
issuance of school bonds to the s ta te s ta t ing 
tha t the ra te of interest was 4%% when instead 
it was 4%%, held not to invalidate the election 
or. bond issue. 273NW412. See Dun. Dig. 867a. 

Methods of contest ing annexation of te r r i tory 
to a village under §§1845 to 1849. Op. Atty. 
Gen., Aug. 14, 1930. 

§494 . Compensa t ion a n d o t h e r expenses , 
h o w pa id . 

Village of Dennison is required to pay elec
t ion ' expenses in connection with holding of 
special election in par t of the village situated 
in Rice County on question of issuance of bonds 
to build a courthouse. Op. Atty. Gen., June 20, 
1931. 

§ 4 9 5 . Appl ica t ion t o t o w n s a n d vi l lages . 

Corrupt Practices Act of 1912 [§§538 to 579] 
does not apply to township officers in townships 
containing less than 5,000 population. 174M333, 
219NW284. v 

ABSENT V O T E R S LAW. 

§496 . App l i cab i l i t y—"Gene ra l e l ec t ion" de
fined.—Any person en t i t l ed to vote a t any 
genera l elect ion who is absen t on t h e day 
such gene ra l elect ion is held, from t h e elec
t ion d is t r ic t in which h e is en t i t l ed to vote , 
or who on such day is no t absen t from such 
election d is t r ic t b u t by reason of i l lness or 
physical d isabi l i ty is u n a b l e to go to t he poll
ing place of such dis t r ic t , m a y reg i s t e r by 
mai l ing his r eg i s t r a t i on card to t he local reg
i s t r a t ion b u r e a u a n d vote t he re in by hav ing 
his bal lo t del ivered by mai l to t he election 
j u d g e s of such d i s t r i c t on t h e day of such 
genera l elect ion, by complying wi th t he pro-

. vis ions of th i s act , provided, however , t h a t 
no person res id ing in a city of t he first, sec
ond or t h i r d class sha l l be p e r m i t t e d to so 
vote , un less he h a s duly reg i s te red in said 
d is t r ic t pr ior to such elect ion day. The words 
" g e n e r a l e lec t ion" as used in th i s ac t shal l 
be cons t rued to inc lude t h e election held in 
t he several elect ion d i s t r ic t s on t he first Tues 
day af ter t h e first Monday in November in 
each even n u m b e r e d yea r and also any city 
election, inc lud ing cit ies of t he first class op
e ra t ing u n d e r h o m e ru le ch a r t e r s , and any 
county opt ion elect ion, so-called, held u n d e r 
the provis ions of Chap te r 23 , Laws 1915 , and 
any act or ac t s s u p p l e m e n t a r y t he re to or 
a m e n d a t o r y thereof, he ld in a n y county , and 
shal l also inc lude all p r i m a r y elect ions, spe
cial p r i m a r y e lect ions and special elect ions. 
(As a m e n d e d F e b . 20, 1929, c. 29,) 

Person confined in jail for a misdemeanor 
may cast his ballot under the absent voters ' 
law. Op. Atty. Gen., May 31, 1930. 

§ 5 0 1 . Ba l lo t s , vo t e r ' s cert if icates a n d en-, 
velopes. 

DIRECTIONS TO VOTERS. 
* * * * 
( h ) Any Uni ted S ta te s pos tmas te r , assis

t a n t Uni ted S ta te s pos tmas te r , Uni ted S ta te s 
pos ta l supervisor , or a n y county , vi l lage, or 
city officer hav ing an official seal m a y be an 
a t t e s t i ng wi tness . 

If a pos tmas te r , or a s s i s t an t pos tmas te r , or 
pos ta l superv isor ac t s as a t t e s t i n g wi tness , 
h is s i g n a t u r e on the "Cert i f icate of At t e s t ing 
Wi tnes s should be a u t h e n t i c a t e d by the can
cellat ion s t a m p of the i r respect ive postoffices. 
If one of t he o t h e r officers n a m e s a s a t t e s t i n g 
wi tness his s i g n a t u r e on the "Cert i f icate of 
At t e s t ing W i t n e s s " should be au t h en t i c a t ed 
wi th his official seal . I t is no t necessary to 
t hus a u t h e n t i c a t e t h e s i g n a t u r e to t h e certifi
ca te on t h e back of .the " R e t u r n Enve lope . " 
(As amended Apr . 16, 1 9 3 1 , c. 170.) 

Laws 1931, c. 170, amends subd. "h" under 
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"Directions to Voter" of this section to read 
as above. -. 

§508-1. Applications filed with city clerks; 
fees; expenses, how paid.—In the case of city 
elections in all cities, voters' applications for 
ballots shall be filed with the'city clerk, the 
fees required to be paid therewith shall be 
paid to the, city clerk, and the duties pre
scribed herein for the county auditor shall 
be performed by the city clerk. The cost 
of carrying out the provisions of ttiis Act for 
any such city election shall be paid by the 
city in which the same is held, and all fees 
received by the city clerk as herein provided 
shall be paid into the city treasury and cred
ited to the funds appropriated or available 
for the payment of the expenses of such elec
tion. (As amended Apr. 11, 1929, c. 168.) 

Laws 1929, c. 108, amends §13a of Laws 1917, 
c. 68, as amended by Laws 1925, c. 388, to read 
as above. 

SEAL PRESSES. 

§530-1. Ballots may be marked with seal. 
—Any city of the first class using {he Aus
tralian ballot system in city elections may, at 
the option of the governing body having con
trol and supervision of elections in such city 
install and use in one or more voting pre
cincts in such city one or more time con
trolled seal press or presses for authenticat
ing paper ballots with a special official seal 
upon the head of said ballot before it is given 
to the voter which seal will identify it as a 
legally voted ballot; and a time controlled 
seal press for each voting' booth in one or 
more voting precincts which shall be used by 
the voters for impressing the ballots with a 
special seal of the particular voting precinct 
opposite the name of each candidate voted 
for. All ballots cast at any general, special 
or primary election in each precinct where 
such time controlled seal press is installed 
shall be so stamped with said seal presses and 
no ballot shall be counted or be regarded as 
a vote legally cast unless so stamped. (Act 
Apr. 25, 1929, c. 372, §1.) 

The title of the act purports to extend the 
act to "counties, cities and villages," but the 
body of the act restricts its operation to cities 
of the first class. 

§530-2. Counting device.— (a) There shall 
be a die which shall be used to emboss upon 
the head of each ballot an impression circu
lar in shape and said impression shall contain 
the name of the state, the name, of the 
county, city or village and the name or num
ber of the ward or township and the number 
of the voting precinct or election district. 
-There shall be a counting device connected 
with said seal press and adapted to count and 
register each ballot impressed with the of
ficial seal upon the counting device. This 
counting device shall be in plain view of the 
voters and others at all times. The 'said 
counting device shall be enclosed within a 
casing and there shall be a sure acting posi
tive connecting means between the said count
ing device and the said sealing die. The seal
ing die shall be provided with mechanism in 
cooperation therewith whereby but a single 
ballot may be embossed at any one actuation 
of the seal press. The seal press shall be 
provided with mechanism so that the seal 

press cannot be operated at any time until 
and unless a ballot is inserted in a position 
to receive the seal. The seal press shall also 
be provided with means in connection with 
said counting device whereby each actuation 
of the press must be completed before the 
sealing die can return for another operation 
or the ballot being operated upon released or 
before said operation shall have effected reg
istration on the counting device. 

(b) The seal presses in the booths shall 
be adapted to operate upon any ballot of 
reasonable dimensions and shall punch a 
small hole through the ballot and around this 

"hole they shall emboss the same words, let
ters or figures as the case may be as is em
bossed upon the head of the ballot in the 
same voting precinct. (Apr. 25, 1929, c. 372. 
§2.) 

§530-3. Shall have time measuring device. 
—There shall be an approved make of time 
measuring device encased within said seal 
presses, and the said time measuring device 
in cooperation with other mechanism shall 
be adapted to control the use of the said 
seal presses so that they will be operable dur
ing the legal voting time on election day 
only, and so that they will be inoperable for 
a period of ten days from the closing of the 
polling places on election day, and, also so 
that the casing must be unlocked by a master 
key, to be held at all times by the election 
rjoard or other governing body which has the 
supervision of election of the city installing 
such device, before it will be possible to again 
put the said seal presses into operation or to 
turn the counting device to zero. (Act Apr. 
25, 1929, c. 372,_§3.) 

§530-4. Shall be operated by hand.—All 
seal presses referred to in this act shall be 
adapted to be operated by hand. (Act Apr. 
25, 1929, c. 372, §4.) 

§530-5. May provide extra presses.—Each 
city that provided seal presses under this act 
may also provide a sufficient number of extra 
seal presses to take care of the various voting 
precincts in case of the regular seal presses 
being out of order or missing. These extra 
seal presses shall have dies lettered with the 
name of the state and city and in addition 
thereto shall have marked "Special No. 1" 
and "Special No. 2," etc., and shall be as
signed to any voting precinct in case of any 
such emergency and shall thereby become the 
official seal press for such precinct for that 
election. (Act Apr. 25, 1929, c. 372, §5.) 

§530-6. Election board to operate presses. 
—It shall be the duty of the election board 
in each polling place to operate the seal press 
and place its impression upon each ballot to 
be cast before it is given to the voter, but, 
in no event, shall he or any other person 
whatsoever, place such impression upon any 
other paper or substance, and shall not place 
such impression upon a ballot until a duly 
qualified voter is present and ready to receive 
it and then only in plain view of such pros
pective voter, and the precinct election board 
shall keep and return with other supplies, 
such seal presses and each and every ballot 
impressed with its impression. (Act Apr. 25, 
1929, c. 372, §6.)' 
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§530-7. To use presses to mark ballots.— 
The voters shall operate the seal presses in 
the voting booths and shall place the seal 
press Impression opposite the name of any 
particular candidate, party, question or other
wise they wish to vote for, and, in the event 
that a voter spoils his ballot he shall be re
quired to sign his name, together with the 
word "spoiled" upon the head of such spoiled 
ballot and return the same to the precinct 
election board before he shall be entitled to 
receive another ballot bearing the seal press 
impression, and may, if he so desires, sever 
the head of the spoiled ballot and turn in 
the head only. (Act Apr. 25, 1929, c. 372, 
§7.) 

§530-8. Violations a gross misdemeanor.— 
Any person wilfully or neglectfully failing to 
carry out any of the provisions of this act, 
or any person violating any of the provisions 
of this act, or any person having in his pos
session, without authority, any seal press, 
part of a seal press, or any die, part of a 
die, or image, exactly or nearly duplicating 
the impression of any seal press provided un
der the provisions of this act, shall be guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor. (Act Apr. 25, 1929, 
c. 372, §8.) 

CORRUPT PRACTICES. 
§538. Legal expenses designated. 
In proceeding' to remove, held that defendant 

officer was deprived of his constitutional rights 
against self incrimination. 173M512, 217NW935. 

Refusal to testify upon ground that testimony 
might incriminate did not justify inference of 
guilt. 173M512. 217NW935. 

Corrupt Practices Act [§§538 to 579] does not 
apply to election of township officers in town
ships containing less than 5,000 population. 174 
M333, 210NW284. 

§539. "Paid advertisement" in newspaper. 
•—No publisher of a newspaper, periodical or 
magazine shall insert either in the advertis
ing columns of such newspaper, magazine or 
periodical, or elsewhere therein any matter 
paid or to be paid for which is intended or 
tends to influence directly or indirectly any 
voting at any primary or general election un
less at the head of said matter is printed in 
pica capital letters the words "Paid Adver
tisement," and unless there is also a state
ment at the head of said matter of the 
amount paid or to be paid therefor, the name 
and address of the candidate in whose behalf 
the matter is inserted and of any other per
son, if any, authorizing the publication'and 
the name of the author thereof. (As-amended 
Mar. 6, 1931, c. 37.) 

§542. Maximum expenditure of candi
dates. 

The word "salary" is construed, in an election 
contest, as being used in its broad sense of 
compensation embracing both "salary" and 
"fees." Spokely v. H., 237NW11. 

Under subd. G, where there is a candidate 
during the first year plus one-third of the fees 
the computation of one-third is to be based on 
the salary which he would receive if elected 
during the first year plus one-third of the fees 
which his predecessor received during the first 
year of his incumbency, and this rule applies to 
a candidate for re-election. Op. Atty. Gen., 
March 29, 1930. 

§544. Campaign literature must bear names 
and addresses. 

Small packets or books of matches bearing-
picture of candidate and brief statement of his 
qualifications, held to constitute campaign liter
ature within this section. Op. Atty, Gen., March 
7, 1930. 

Election stickers are not invalid as campaign 
literature because name printed thereon con
tains a cross after the name. Op. Atty. Gen., 
Aug. 1, 1930. 

§556. Statements of disbursements. 

(2) The statement of any candidate and 
the statement of his personal campaign com
mittee shall be filed with the filing officer of 
such candidate. The statement of every state 
committee, and of every congressional com
mittee shall be filed with the secretary of 
state. The statement of every party com
mittee for a state senatorial district, or for 
state representative district, shall be filed 
with the filing officer of the candidate for 
state senator or state representative in such 
district. The statement of every other party 
committee shall be filed in the office of the 
county auditor of the county within which, 
or for a subdivision within which such dis
bursements were made. 

(3) Each statement shall give in full de
tail: 

(a) Every sum of money and all prop
erty, and every other thing of value, received 
by such candidate or committee during such 
period from any source whatsoever which he 
or it uses or has used, or is at liberty to use 
for political purposes, together with the name 
of every person or source from which each 
was received and the date when each was 
received, together with the total amount re
ceived from all sources in any amount or 
manner whatsoever. 

(b) Every promise or pledge of money, 
property or.other thing of value, received by 
such candidate or committee during such pe
riod, the proceeds of which he uses or has 
used, or is at liberty to use for political pur
poses, together with the names of the persons 
by whom each was promised or pledged, the 
special purposes for which each was prom
ised or pledged and the date when each was 
so promised or pledged, together with the to
tal amount promised or pledged from the 
sources in any amounts or manner whatso
ever. 

(c) Every disbursement by such candi
date or committee for political purposes dur
ing such period, together with the name of 
every person to whom the disbursement is 
made, the specific purpose for which each 
was made, and the date when each was made, 
together with the total amount of disburse
ments made in any amounts or manner what
soever. 

(d) Every obligation, expressed or im
plied, to make any disbursement incurred by 
such candidate or committee for political 
purposes during such period, together with 
the names of the person or persons to or with 
whom each such obligation has been incurred, 
the specific purpose for which each was made, 
and the date when each was incurred, to
gether with the total amount of such obliga
tions made in any amounts or manner what
soever. 

(e) Statements shall also be made by any 
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other political commi t t ee showing the to ta l 
a m o u n t of receipts and d i sbu r semen t s , and 
for w h a t purpose such d i sbu r semen t s were 
m a d e . Such s t a t e m e n t shall be filed wi th t he 
auditor of t he county in which such commit 
tee has i ts h e a d q u a r t e r s wi th in th i r ty days 
af ter any p r imary or election. (12 , c. 3, §19; 
Am. 27, c. 75.) [ 5 8 5 ] . 

Explanatory note.—The above subdivisions 
were omitted from Mason's Minn. Statutes, 1927, 
through error. 

§563 . Contributions by corporations pro
hibited. 

Plaintiffs in a stockholders' action, them
selves former directors of the corporation, held 
barred by acquiescence therein from complain
ing- of unlawful expenditures by the manage
ment which were made pursuant to fixed poli
cies of the company established and long main
tained as such while plaintiffs were directors, 
no objection having been made before the in
sti tution of the action. Barre t t v. S., 237NW15. 

§ 5 7 1 . Trial—Court to determine merits. 
Court properly refused to find that charges 

made were trivial, unimportant, and limited In 
character. 173M512, 217NW935. 

§572. Contest, when and where com
menced. 

Corrupt Practices Act [538 to 579] does not 
apply to elections in townships of less than 5,-
000 population. 174M333, 219NW284. 

§573 . Disqualification of candidate , /e tc . 

Where mayor of Winona was removed from 
office for violation of the corrupt practices act 
the vacancy should be filled by the council un
der Winona City Charter, chapter 2, section 11, 
and it is not necessary to call a special election 
under section 12 of tha t chapter. Op. Atty. 
Gen., June 9, 1931. 

§579. Sections repealed. 
Corrupt Practices Act of 1912 [§§538 to 579] 

does not apply to election of township officers in 
counties of less than 5,000 population. 174M333, 
219NW284. 

P E N A L PROVISIONS. 

§582. Bribery before or at elections. 

Evidence held to sustain finding that defen
dant promised public employment In order to 
aid and promote his election. 173M512, 217NW 
935. 

Whether an article upon which campaign lit
erature is printed is a thing of value is not 
determined by the cost of producing the article 
but its value to the recipient for the purpose 
intended. Op. Atty. Gen., March 7, 1930. 

CHAPTER 7 
Counties and County Officers 

CHANGING COUNTY SEATS. 

§625 . Pet i t ion for change. 

175M486, 221NW870, note under §626. 

§626 . Form of notice. 
Giving of notice of intention to circulate a 

petition is jurisdictional, but proof of the notice 
may be filed with the county auditor later and 
before he gives notice of calling of a special 
meeting to consider the petition. 221NW870. 

174M397, 219NW458, note under §627. 

§627.- Duties of county board. 
Voters who first give notice of intention to 

circulate a petition have the exclusive r ight of 
way over any other petition. 174M397, 219NW 
458. 

§ 6 3 1 . Conduct of election. 
Laws 1929, c. 198, post, §401-1, did not change 

time of opening and closing polls under this 
section. Op. Atty. Gen. 

POWERS AND DUTIES. 

§638. Powers. 
County is without power to appropriate mon

ey to pay expense of an association in* prosecut
ing an action to determine validity of Laws 
1929, c. 265, post, §§3036-10 to 3036-16, relat ing 
to public schools. Op. Atty. Gen., Jan. 4, 1930. 

Where conveyance of mortgaged land was 
made to t rustees for county in set t lement of 
claim of county against insolvent depositary 
bank, the county had power to pay off the mort
gage. Op. Atty. Gen., Feb. 10, 1930. 

County board had authori ty, on failure of a 
bank in which county funds were deposited to 
accept certificates of deposit to permit the bank 
to reopen, and to assume a mortgage to the 
bank in consideration of conveyance of mort
gaged land to county. 180M423, 230NW891. 

§643-1 . Cities of first class and county may 
build court house .—Any county in this s t a t e 

now or he rea f te r hav ing wi th in i ts l imits a 
city of the first class may toge the r wi th such 
city jo in t ly acqu i re land for, erect , equip, fur
nish, ma in t a in and ope ra t e a jo in t cour t 
house and ci ty" hal l bu i ld ing to be used 
jo in t ly by such county and city. (Act Apr. 
26, 1929, c. 397, §1.) 

§643-2 . City and county to divide expense. 
— T h e cost and expense of acqu i r ing land for, 
e rec t ing , equipping and furn ish ing such bui ld-
ign shal l be bo rne equal ly by such county and 
such city. Such bu i ld ing shal l no t be erected 
or cont rac ted to be erected and no land ac
quired therefor and no bonds shal l be issued 
or sold by the county as here inaf te r provided 
unt i l the city h a s been au thor i zed to issue 
bonds to defray its p ropor t ion of t he cost of 
such land and bui ld ing and the o rd inances 
providing for t he i s suance of such bonds have 
been ratified by the vote of t he e lectors of 
such city in t he m a n n e r provided in the 
Cha r t e r of such city or by the laws of t he 
S ta te of Minnesota . (Act Apr . 26, 1929, c. 
397, §2.) 

§643-3 . County board to issue bonds.—At 
any t ime af ter such city shal l have been so 
au thor ized to issue bonds to defray its pa r t 
of t he cost of acqu i r ing a si te and of erect
ing said city hal l and cour t house bui ld ing , 
t he Board of County Commiss ioners of any 
such county may issue and sell certificates of 
indebtedness or bonds of such county to de
fray t he county ' s por t ion of t he cost of ac
qu i r ing land for, e rec t ing , equipping and fur
n ish ing such bui ld ing in an a m o u n t equal to 
t he a m o u n t of bonds au thor ized to be issued 
by such city, w i thou t submiss ion to the vote 
of the e lectors of such county, and the full 
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