
Nineteen Hundred Thirty-One 

Supplement 

to 

Mason's Minnesota Statutes 
(1927 thru 1931) 

Containing the text of the acts of the 1929 and 1931 Sessions of the 
Legislature, both new and amendatory, and notes showing repeals, 

together with annotations from the various courts, state 
and federal, construing the constitution, statutes, 

charters and court rules of Minnesota 

^ ^ 

Edited by 
WILLIAM H. MASON, Editor-in-Chief 
W. H. MASON, JR., Assistant Editor 

CITER-DIGEST CO. 
ST. PAUL, M I N N E S O T A 

1931 



CH. 3—THE LEGISLATURE §53-3%d 

CHAPTER 3 
The Legislature 

§40. Members of Legislature excused from 
court duties.—No member or officer of the 
Legislature shall be compelled to attend as a 
witness in any court of this state during the 
session of the legislature; unless the court 
in which the action is pending upon sufficient 
showing shall otherwise order with the con
sent of the presiding officer of the body of 
which such witness is an employe or the con
sent of the body of which such witness is a 
member. No cause or proceeding, civil or 
criminal, in court or before any commission 
or officer or referee thereof or motion or 
hearing therein, in which a member or officer 
of the legislature is a party, attorney or wit
ness shall be tried or heard during such 
session of the legislature, but shall be con
tinued until the legislature shall have ad

journed. Such member or officer of the legis
lature may, with the consent of the body of 
the legislature of which he is a member or 
officer, waive such privilege and in such case 
such cause or proceeding, motion, or hearing 
may be tried or heard at such time as will 
not conflict with legislative duties. (As 
amended Feb. 14, 1929, c. 19.) 

Extradition is governed by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, and chapter 1!), 
Laws 1929, cannot interfere or delay its opera
tion. State ex rel. v. Moeller, 234NWG49. See 
Dun. Dig. 1721, 8835. 

§48. "Standing appropriation" defined. 
Act providing for state's participation in Cen

tury of Progress Exposition at Chicago in 1933, 
and appropriation therefor. Laws 1931, c. 415. 

CHAPTER 3A 
Organizat ion of State Government 

ARTICLE I 
§53-1. Departments and agencies of state 

government created, established, and enumer
ated. 

The title of this act satisfies the requirements 
of the constitution. 171M191, 213NW904. 

Where contract is let to lowest bidder, who 
later discovers that he has omitted certain items 
in his calculations, officers may not modify the 
contract by adding the amount of such items, 
even though the total sum would be less than 
the next lowest bid, but must either let the con
tract to the next lowest bidder or call for new 
bids. Op. Atty. Gen., July 21, 1931. 

ARTICLE II 

§53-3. Same—Powers and duties—Meet
ings. 

Act authorizing executive council to accept 
title to certain lands on behalf of state. Laws 
1931, c. 235. 

Act authorizing Executive Council to permit 
diversion or drainage of public waters. Laws 
1931, c. 286, post, §§6430-1 to 6430-3. 

§53-3% a. Capitol grounds commission 
abolished.—The Capitol Grounds Commis
sioners, created by Chapter 281, General Laws 
1907, are hereby abolished. All duties con
ferred upon said Commissioners by said Chap
ter 281 and by Chapter 348, General Laws 
1913, are hereby transferred to the Executive 
Council. (Act Apr. 1, 1929, c. 124, §1.) 

§53-3 %b. Disposition of funds.—All funds 
to the credit of said commissioners and any 
additional funds which may accrue subse
quent to the passage of this act shall be used 
in improving and beautifying the New Capitol 
grounds, expenditures to be made by the cus
todian of the New Capitol when authorized 
by the Executive Council. This act shall be 
subject to the provisions of Chapter 42 6, Gen
eral Laws 1925. (Act Apr. 1, 1929, c. 124, 
§2.) 

§53-3 lb c. Capitol grounds commissioners to 
be appointed by the governor—rules govern

ing same.—That within 30 days after the pas
sage of this act, the governor shall appoint 
three resident freeholders of the State of 
Minnesota, for the term of three years, or 
such time as may be necessary for them to 
complete their duties as herein prescribed, 
who, together with the governor as an ex-
officio member, shall constitute a board to be 
known as the "Capitol Grounds Commission
ers." The persons so appointed shall, within 
10 days after their appointment, file with the 
secretary of state their written acceptances 
of such appointment, together with an oath 
to faithfully and honestly discharge the du
ties imposed upon them by this act. Said 
appointees shall forthwith, after their quali
fication, upon call of the governor, meet and 
organize. The governor shall be ex-officio 
president of said board and they shall elect 
from their number a vice president and sec
retary, and shall keep a record of their pro
ceedings, which shall, after the completion 
of their duties, be returned to and filed with 
the secretary of state. 

A majority of said commissioners shall con
stitute a quorum for the transaction of busi
ness, and they shall hold such stated and 
special meetings as they may by rule pre
scribe. 

The members of said commission shall serve 
without compensation but shall be entitled to 
be paid from the state treasury the actual 
and necessary expenses incurred by them in 
the transaction of their business, upon the 
due audit and allowance of such expenditures 
by said commissioners and upon due certifica
tion thereof to the state auditor. 

It shall be the duty of the governor to 
fill all vacancies occurring in the membership 
of said board, prior to the making of its final 
report, with persons of like qualifications. 
(Act Apr. 22, 1907, c. 281, §1.) 

§53-3 %d. Capitol commission given right 
to sell or remove buildings upon lands ac-
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