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0. 105 STATE PRISON AND STATE KEFOKMATORY 10787 

CHAPTER 105 

STATE PRISON AND STATE REFORMATORY 

10789 
25 — 237 

10791 
7 __ 172 

STATE PRISON 

10787. Location and management—The state prison 
shall be continued at its present site in Stillwater for 
the confinement and reformation of convicts, and be 
under the general management of the board of con
trol. (5432) [9289] 

See 1909 c. 27, "An act authorizing the completion of 
the construction of the new state priuon, and authoriz
ing: the equipment thereof for carrying on therein the 
industrial work authorized by law to be carried on there
in, and authorizing the levy and collection of taxes to 
provide funds therefor, and the issuance of certificates 
of indebtedness in connection therewith," amended 1911 
c. 212. 

Constitutional (109-6, 122+469). 
For act authorizing the discontinuance of the old 

state prison in Stil lwater as a State Prison, providing 
for transfer of prisoners etc. See, '15 e. 112. 

10788. Revolving fund—Borrowing—The board of 
control of state institutions and the warden of the 
state prison are authorized, whenever in their judg
ment it becomes necessary in order to meet current 
demands on the revolving fund of the state prison, to 
borrow such sums of money as may be necessary. 
Such sums so borrowed, however, shall not exceed in 
any one year, seventy-five per cent of the total of the 
revolving fund of said prison. ('05 c. 135, amended '07 
c. 266 § 1) [9290] 

10789. Prison funds—Whenever the board of con-
1 trol and the warden of the state prison shall certify 

to the state auditor and state treasurer, that in their 
judgment it is necessary to borrow a specified sum 
of money in order to meet the current demands on the 
revolving fund of the state prison, the state treasurer 
and state auditor may, in their discretion, transfer and 
credit to the revolving fund, from any moneys in the 
state treasury not required for immediate disburse
ment, the whole or such part of the amount -so certi
fied as they deem advisable, which sum so transferred 
shall be repaid by the board of control from said re
volving fund to the fund or funds from which the 
same was transferred, at such time as shall be speci
fied by said state treasurer and state auditor, to
gether with interest thereon at such rate as shall be 
specified by the state auditor and state treasurer, not 
exceeding four per cent per annum. When any trans
fer shall so have been made to the revolving fund of 
the state prison the state treasurer and state auditor 
shall notify the board of control and the warden of 
the state prison of the amount so transferred to the 
credit of said revolving fund, the date when the same 
is to be repaid and the rate of interest so to be paid. 

('19 c. 25 § 1) 
10790. Revolving fund created—That? there is here

by created a state prison revolving fund available for 
the purpose of carrying on "all industrial enterprises 
which heretofore have been or hereaftar may be author
ized by law to be carried on at the state prison at 
Stillwater, Minnesota. ('09 c. 151 § 1) [9291] 

10791. How made up—The said fund shall consist 
of the one hundred and fifty thousand dollars appropri
ated as available for the manufacture of binding 
twine at said prison, in and by chapter 163 of the Gen
eral Laws of 1891 together with and including all net 
earnings or net profits of the said manufacture of 
binding twine at said prison which have accrued since 
the enactment of said chapter and which have mean
while been added to said original appropriation which 
said additions thereto are hereby legalized, and all the 

future net earnings or net profits of any and all indus
tries carried on at said state prison under authority of 
law and as now or hereafter authorized by law. ('09 c. 
151 § 2) [9292] 

10792. How used—Said funds shall be used for the 
purchase of raw materials, payment of salaries and 
wages, and other expenses necessary and proper in 
the conduct of said industrial enterprises, authorized 
by law, and for such other purposes, or be devoted to 
such other uses, as may hereafter be by law duly 
authorized. ('09 c. 151 § 3) [9293] 

10793. How paid—Contingent fund—Said fund shall 
be deposited in the state treasury and paid out only 
on such proper vouchers as may be authorized and 
approved by the state board of control, and in the 
same manner and under the same restrictions as are 
now provided by law for the disbursement of funds by 
said state board of control: Provided, that said board 
of control is hereby authorized to keep and maintain 
at said prison a contingent fund as provided in section 
1896, Revised Laws 1905 [4445]; but said contingent 
fund shall be at all times covered and protected by a 
proper and sufficient bond to be duly approved as by 
law now provided. ('09 c. 151 § 4) [9294] 

See '17 c. 278, insurance of prisons. 
10794. Contractors not to be employed1—Compensa

tion—No prison contractor or his. agent or employee, 
and no person directly or indirectly interested in any 
business carried on therein, shall hold office or em
ployment in said prison. Nor shall any officer or em
ployee therein be directly or indirectly interested in 
any contract, purchase or sale for or on account of the 
prison, or receive any compensation for services per
formed for or on behalf of any contractor, or for his 
services other than that prescribed by law. And no 
official or employee shall receive any gift from a prison
er therein, or any money or other consideration for 
services rendered or to be rendered to him. Every 
contractor, his agent or employee, violating any pro
vision of this section, shall be thereafter barred from 
obtaining any contract for labor in said prison, and 
every officer or employee violating the same shall be 
discharged, and thereafter disqualified from holding 
any position therein. (5433) [9295]. 

10795. Visitors—Fees—Members of the state board 
of control, the governor, lieutenant goyernor, mem
bers of the legislature, state officers, and regularly 
authorized ministers of the gospel, may visit the prison
ers at pleasure, but no other persons without special 
permission of the warden, under rules prescribed by 
said board. A moderate fee may be required of visit
ors, other than those allowed to visit at pleasure. All 
fees so collected shall be reported and remitted to the 
state treasurer under such rules and regulations as the 
state board of control may deem proper, and when so 
remitted shall be placed to the credit of the current 
expense fund of the institution. (R. L. § 5434, amend
ed '09 c. 241 § 1) [9296] 

10796; Clothing and food—Money on discharge— 
Convicts shall be supplied with substantial, wholesome 
food in sufficient quantities, and bedding and clothing 
of coarse material. Upon discharge the warden, at the 
expense of the state, shall furnish each convict re
leased with one good, serviceable suit of clothing and 
underclothing, and, when released between October 1 
and March 31 following, with a good, serviceable over-
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0. 105 STATE PRISON AND STATE REFORMATORY § 10797 

coat; and he shall pay to each convict, when released, 
twenty-five dollars in money drawn from the current 
expense fund. (5435) [9297] 

10797. Commitment papers—Duty of clerk and of
ficer—The clerk of every court by which a convict shall 
be sentenced to the state prison or state reformatory 
shall furnish the officer or person having such convict 
in charge a record containing a copy of the indictment 
and plea, the narne and residence of the judge presid
ing, of the prosecuting officer, of the convict's attor
ney, of the jurors, and of the witnesses sworn on the 
trial, such synopsis of the testimony as the judge may 
direct, the charge of the court, the verdict, and the 
sentence, with the date thereof, together with the con
vict's statement under oath, if obtainable from him, 
as to his true name, his residence if any, the date and 
place of his birth, the names and addresses of his par
ents and other relatives and of persons by whom he 
has been employed or is well known, his social and 
other affiliations, his past occupations and employ
ments, his .former places of residence and the period 
of time he has resided in each with the dates thereof, 
his citizenship, the number, dates, places and causes 
of prior arrests, and the event thereof, and in cases 
in which, the convict pleads guilty his detailed account 
of the facts indicating his guilt; to which shall be at
tached, in all cases, the impressions of the trial judge 
as to the mental and physical condition of the convict, 
his general character, capacity, disposition, habits and 
special needs-; which record, duly certified by such 
clerk under his official seal, may be used as evidence 
against such convict in any proceeding for release 
taken by habeas corpus. The synopsis above referred 
to shall be furnished by the stenographer acting on 
the trial, and, in case there is none, by the county at
torney. The clerk shall also deliver to the sheriff or 
other officer or person conveying such convict to the 
state prison, state reformatory, or other place of con
finement specified therein, a certified commitment 
directing him to deliver such convict and the afore
said copy of record, to the principal officer in charge 
of the prison or reformatory, and take his receipt there
for. (R. L. § 5436, amended '11 c. 228 § 1) [9298] 

10798. Same—Payment of stenographer — When 
such synopsis of testimony is furnished by the sten
ographer acting on the trial he shall be paid therefor 
by the county on certificates duly certified to by the 
judge presiding at the trial, and filed with the county 
auditor, the same fee per folio provided by statute 
for transcripts of testimony furnished to parties order
ing same in civil proceedings. ('11 c. 228 § 2) [9299] 

10799. United States convicts—Every convict duly 
committed to said prison by authority of the United 
States shall be received, maintained, and disciplined in 
compliance with his sentence, in the same manner as 
other prisoners therein, upon payment made by the 
United States of forty cents per day, the cost of all 
discharge clothing furnished, the expense of every ad
ditional guard required, and one dollar per month for 
the use of the convict. (5437) [9300] 

10800. Discipline—If any convict shall offer vio
lence to any officer, guard, or any other person or con
vict, they may defend themselves in any manner and 
by any means which may appear to be necessary under 
the circumstances. If any such convict shall attempt 
to injure the buildings or appurtenances, or to resist 
the lawful authority of any officer or guard, or shall 
refuse to obey their reasonable demands, such officer 
or guard may enforce obedience and discipline in such 
manner as may appear necessary; and if, in so doing, 
any convict so resisting lawful authority shall be nec
essarily wounded or killed by such officer, guard, or 
assistants, they shall be held justified. (5438) [9301] 

10801. Separate cells—Whenever there are cells 
sufficient, each convict shall be confined in a separate 
cell. ^5439) [9302] 

10802. Intoxicating liquors—No spirituous or fer
mented liquors shall be brought into or upon the 
grounds of the prison, under any pretence whatever, 
except by direction of the prison physician. (5440) 
[9303] 

10803. Opium, intoxicating liquors, firearms and ex
plosives not to be taken to the state prison—Penal
ties.—Any person who brings, sends or in any manner 
causes to be introduced into the state prison or the 
state reformatory or any other state institution, or 
within or upon the grounds belonging to any such in
stitution, any opium, morphine, cocaine, or other nar
cotic, or any intoxicating liquor of any kind whatever, 
or any firearms, weapons, or explosives of any kind, 
without the consent of the state board of control, shall 
be guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof shall 
be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for 
a term of not less than three years nor more than 
five years provided that the provisions of this act shall 
not apply to physicians carrying drugs .into such in
stitutions for use in the practice of their profession; 
nor to sheriffs or other peace officers carrying revolv
ers or fire arms as such officers in the discharge of 
their duties. ('13 c. 196 § 1, amended '15 c. 241 § 1; 
'23 c. 391 § 1) [9304] 

10804. Convicts may communicate with warden or 
board—Every convict may communicate, in writing, 
with the warden and board of. control, under regula
tions prescribed by said board for that purpose. (5441) 
[9305] 

10805. Contagious disease—Removal of convicts— 
In case of an epidemic of any infectious or contagious 
disease in said prison, whereby the health or lives of 
the prisoners may be endangered," the warden, with the 
approval of the board of control, may cause the pris
oners so affected to be removed to some other secure 
and suitable place or places for care and treatment; 
and, should said prison be destroyed, in whole or in 
part, by fire or other casualty so as to become unsuit
able for proper detention "and custody of the convicts, 
the warden, with the approval of said board, may re
move them, or any number thereof, to such other safe 
and appropriate place as may be provided. (5442) 
[9306] 

10806. Reward for escaped convict—Upon the 
escape of a convict from the state prison or reform
atory, the warden or superintendent, as the case may 
be, shall use all proper means for his apprehension 
and return, and for that purpose may offer a reward 
of not more than twenty-five dollars, and, with the 
approval of the board of control, a further sum not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, to be paid from the 
state treasury, provided that such warden or superin
tendent, as the case may be, shall himself pay such 
reward if the escape is due to his negligence or that 
of any officer under him. (5443) [9307] 

10807. Communication with convicts—No person, 
without the consent of the warden, shall bring into or 
carry out of the prison any writing or any information 
to or from any convict. Every violation of this pro
vision shall be a misdemeanor and punished accord
ingly. On discovery such person may be arrested by 
any prison officer without warrant. (5444) [9308] 

10808. Diminution of sentence—Every convict sen 
tenced for a definite term other than life, whether con
fined in the state prison or on parole therefrom, may 
diminish such term as follows: 

First—For each month, commencing on the day of 
his arrival, during which he has not violated any 

27 
10S0S 

— 2H2 
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i 10812 
,' 10815 
i 3 1 — 340 

prison rule or discipline, and has labored with diligence 
and fidelity, five days. 

Second—After one year of such conduct, seven days 
for each month. 

Third—After two years of such conduct, nine days 
for each month. 

Fourth—After three years, ten days for each month 
for the entire time thereafter. 

Said board, in view of the aggravated nature and 
frequency of offenses, may take away any or all of the 
good time previously gained, and, in consideration of 
mitigating circumstances or* ignorance on the part of 
the convict, may afterwards restore him, in whole or 
in part, to the standing he possessed before such good 
time was taken away. Whenever a convict shall pass 
the entire period of his imprisonment, without an unex-
cused violation of the rules or discipline, upon his dis
charge he shall be restored to his rights and privileges 
forfeited by conviction, and receive from the governor 
a certificate, under the seal of the state, as evidence of 
such restoration. (R. L. § 5445, amended '07 c. 206 
§ 1) [9309] 

127-102, 148+896. 
10809. Vocation of convict—Examination by court— 

Every court, before imposing a state prison or reform
atory sentence, shall ascertain by examination of the 
convict on oath, and. such other evidence as can be ob
tained, the business, if any, followed by him before 
his arrest, whether he had learned and practiced any 
mechanical trade, and, if so, the nature thereof, and 
length of time followed. The clerk shall enter upon the 
minutes the facts so ascertained by the court, and 
deliver a certificate thereof to the sheriff of the county 
and "other proper officer, who shall cause the same to 
be delivered to the warden, superintendent, or other 
chief officer of the state prison or reformatory at the 
time of the commitment. Every person committed to 
such institution shall be regularly employed at, and 
compelled to perform a reasonable amount of hard 
labor in, some industrial work, unless exempted on ac
count of sickness or other disability. (5446) [9310] 

Sentence should be" to hard labor (68-465, 71+681). 
10810. No contract labor—Tools and machinery— 

No contracts for leasing the labor of prisoners con
fined in any such institution, at a certain rate per diem, 
giving the contractor full control of the labor of the 
prisoners, shall be made; but such prisoners shall be 
employed, under regulations established by said board 
of control, in such industries as shall from time to 
time be fixed upon by the officers in charge and said 
board, or in the-manufacture of articles by the piece, 
under the so-called "piece price system," by contracts 
with persons furnishing the materials. The chief offi
cer, under the direction of said boai'd, shall purchase 
such tools, implements, and machinery as they shall 
deem necessary for the work'. (5447) [9311] 

10811. Selling of labor of convicts prohibited—That 
after the passage and approval of this act ' i t shall be 
unlawful for the state board of control, or the warden 
of the state prison, or any person exercising control 
of or supervision over any convict sentenced to and con
fined in said prison to enter into any contract or agree
ment, or any arrangement, whereby the labor or ser
vice of said convict is either sold or leased or otherwise 
disposed of for hire to any person or to any party. 
Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall 
be either deemed or construed to either invalidate or 
validate any existing contract relating to the labor of 
convicts confined in said prison. ('09 c. 481 § 1) 
[9312] 

10812. Sale of binding twine—The price of binding 
twine manufactured at the state prison shall be fixed 

by the warden and the state board of control not later 
than March 1, each year. The state board of control, 
in its discretion, may agree to allow to purchasers of 
binding twine, a discount from the price so fixed, on 
condition payment for twine purchased is made by 
the purchaser at the time agreed upon for such 
payment, as follows: on "a single purchase and ship
ment of not less than three thousand (3,000) pounds, 
one-eighth of ohe cent per pound; on a- single pur
chase and shipment of not less /than ten thousand 
(10,000) pounds, one-fourth of one cent per pound; on 
a single purchase and shipment of not less than a 
car load lot, one-half of one cent per pound. Such 
twine shall be sold to actual consumers in quantities 
needed for their use, and to dealers within the state 
under such rules and regulations as may be provided 
by said board, for cash or security, approved by the 
warden. Dealers desiring to purchase such twine shall 
enter into a written agreement with the state to sell 
only to actual consumers within the state for their 
own use. Such agreement shall also provide that when 
such twine is sold for cash it shall be at a price not 
greater than one cent per pound above the purchase 
price and freight from the prison to the station where 
such twine is sold, and when such twine is sold on time, 
at a price not greater than' one and a half cents per 
pound above the purchase price and freight, as here
inbefore prescribed. 

Reservation of 4,000,000 pounds. The. board shall 
cause to be held in reserve at the prison until March 1 
of each year four million pounds of twine for the pur
pose of filling club and cash orders received from con
sumers, and thereafter until July 1 of each year said 
board shall reduce such reserve to five hundred thou
sand pounds, after which date all twine shall be sold. 
The state shall retain a contingent interest in twine 
so sold, and if any dealer shall violate his said agree
ment, the state board of control may declare such 
twine forfeited to the state and retake possession 
thereof. Every dealer purchasing such twine shall 
keep it separate from other, twine and also keep a 
correct record of all his sales, showing the date, 
amount, price ahd name and postoffice address of pur
chaser, which shall be open to the inspection of the 
warden, state board of control and the proper county 
attorney. Every dealer who shall violate the terms of 
said written agreement, and every person violating any 
provision of this section, shall be guilty of a gross mis
demeanor. 

Twine may be sold to dealers outside state. Provid
ed, that whenever, in the opinion of the state board of 
control and the warden of the prison, the best inter
ests of the state require such action, such binding twine 
may be sold to dealers or consumers without the state. 
(R. L. § 5448, amended '07 c. 74; '13 c. 334 § 1; '19 c. 
201 § 1) [9313] 

143-218, 173+408. 

10813. Sale of land acquired in collection of a debt 
for binding twine.—Whenever the State of Minnesota 
shall have heretofore or shall hereafter acquire title, to 
any land in the course of legal proceedings for the col
lection of a debt arising out of the sale by the state 
of farm machinery, binding twine or other articles 
manufactured or improved at the state prison, the 
same may be sold by the governor to such persons 
and for such price as shall be recommended by the 
warden of the state prison and the governor is hereby 
authorized to execute in the name of the state and in its 
behalf any deeds'or conveyances necessary or desirable 
to convey the title and interest of the state to the pur
chaser and the proceeds of such sale shall be paid into 

10812 
10815 , 33 ™ 
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108.15 

' 10815 
! 29 — 138 
i 29 — 348 

the state treasury to the credit of the appropriate 
prison fund. ('17 c. 58 § 1) 

10814. Number employed in one industry—The 
number of prisoners employed in a single industry at 
the same time, at any institution coming under the 
provisions of this act, shall not exceed 10 per cent of 
the total number of men engaged in such industry in 
this state unless a greater number is necessary to pro
duce material or articles to be supplied to state and 
other municipal institutions, penal or charitable. The 
number employed in any such industry shall be deter
mined by a commission of three (3) to consist of the 
labor commissioner, who shall be chairman, a member 
of the board of control, and a citizen of the state en
gaged or interested in some manufacturing industry, 
not connected with the state prison, or reformatory; 
the last two to be appointed by the governor. Pro
vided, however, that this section shall not apply to the 
number of prisoners employed in the manufacture of 
binding twine in the state prison at Stillwater, nor 
shall it apply to the number of prisoners employed in 
the manufacture of brushes at the state reformatory 
now at St. Cloud, nor shall it apply to the number of 
prisoners hereafter employed in the manufacture of 
binders, mowers and rakes at the state prison at Still
water, nor shall it apply to the number of prisoners 
hereafter employed at the state prison at Stillwater 
in any industry not now carried on in this state and 
which may be hereafter inaugurated at said state 

lT2 prison. (R. L. § 5449, amended '07 c. 71 § 1) [9314] 
10815. Factory for agricultural machines—Selling 

agencies—The State Board of Control is hereby au
thorized, empowered, and directed to establish, con
struct, equip, maintain and operate, at the State Prison 
at Stillwater, a factory for the manufacture of hay 
rakes, mowers, grain harvesters and binders, corn har
vesters and binders and corn cultivators, and the extra 
parts thereof, and for that purpose to employ, and 
make use of the labor of prisoners kept in said prison, 
at any time available therefor and as largely as may 
be, and such but only such skilled laborers as in the 
judgment of the said Board of Control and the Warden 
of the State Prison may be necessary for the feasible 
and successful and profitable employment of the said 
prisoners therein therefor, and for the purposes of, and 
to give full effect to, this act, said Board of Control 
may use all of, or any part of, not exceeding two hun
dred fifty thousand dollars of the existing state prison 
revolving fund created by and existing under Chapter 
151 of the Laws of 1909 (Section 9291-9294 General 
Statutes 1913) but provided further that said State 
Board of Control and the said Warden of the Prison 
shall, at all times, in the line of manufacturing herein 
authorized and directed, employ and make use of prison 
labor to the largest extent feasible. 

And said Board of Control and the said Warden of 
the said Prison are hereby authorized, directed and in
structed to establish in and throughout all parts of this 
State where there is use and demand for such manu
factured products as are referred to herein, and binding 
twines, local selling agencies therefor, agencies not 
handling nor housing, nor interested in the sale df 
manufactured goods of other manufacturers sold in 
this State in competition therewith, and to contract 
with such agencies to furnish thereto for the local sale 
thereof, the said rakes, mowers, grain harvesters and 
binders, corn harvesters and binders and corn culti
vators, and the extra parts thereof, f. o. b. the said 
factory, at the actual cost of the production thereof, 
plus five per cent of the actual cost thereof; including 
a charge,of not to exceed twenty-seven cents per hour 
for labor of each prisoner employed; and the said local 

agencies so contracted -with are hereby authorized in 
the resale* thereof to their actual customers therefor, to 
charge • advance prices equaling twenty per cent of the 
prices charged them for said machines, (plfls actual 
freight charges) but not a greater profit thereon, and 
the contracts entered into with said agencies shall be 
so worded as to obligate them to be diligent in the 
prosecution of the sales of the said machines to the 
customers therefor and not to be either directly or 
indirectly interested in the housing of or in the sale 
of any machine locally sold in competition therewith. 
Provided, that local selling »agents hitherto selling 
Prison-made machines, and also selling competing ma
chines, who have given or give the State good service 
in the matter of sales, of Prison-made machines, may, 
in the discretion of the Board of Control, be so contin
ued. ('07 c. 49 § 1, amended '13 c. 144 § 1; '23 c. 294 
i 1) [9315] 

10816. Sale of machines—Except as hereinabove 
provided otherwise, the said Board of Control shall 
cause the machines and extras manufactured at said 
factory to be sold under and pursuant to such rules and 
regulations as the Board of Control shall make from 
time to time for the sale thereof, and shall be sold for 
cash or security approved by the Warden. ('07 c. 49 
§ 2, amended '23 c. 294 § 2) [9316] 

10817. Habitual drinkers—No person shall be ap
pointed as an officer or employee of any state prison 
or 'state reformatory who is in the habit of using in
toxicating liquors, and a single act of intoxication shall 
justify a removal or discharge. (5450) [9317] 

10818. Sentence on reformatory plan—Whenever 
any person not less than seventeen nor more than thir
ty years old, who has never been sentenced to a state 
prison or reformatory, is convicted of an offence pun
ishable by imprisonment in the state prison, the court, 
in its discretion, may sentence him to the state prison 
in like manner and on like conditions as are provided 
for sentence to the reformatory, designating the sent
ence to be upon the reformatory plan; and in such 
cases paroles and releases shall be granted upon the 
same terms and conditions as from the reformatory. 
(5451) [9318] 

Cited (119-368, 138+315). 
10819. Parole of prisoners—The state board of con

trol may parole any prisoner: Provided, 
1. No convict shall be paroled who has been previous

ly convicted of a felony other than the one for which 
he is serving sentence, either in'this state or elsewhere. 

2. No convict serving a time sentence shall be pa
roled until he shall have served at least one-half of his 
full term, not reckoning good time. 

3. No convict serving a life sentence shall be paroled 
until he has served thirty-five years, less the diminu
tion which would have been allowed for good conduct 
had his sentence been for thirty-five years, and then 
only by unanimous consent, in writing, of the members 
of the board of pardons. 

4. Such convicts while on parole shall remain in the ' 
legal custody and under control of the board of con
trol, subject at any time to be returned to the prison 
or reformatory, and the written order of said board, 
certified by the warden, shall be a sufficient warrant to 
any officer to retake and return to actual custody any 
such convict. Geographical limits wholly within4 the 
state may be fixed in each case, and the same enlarged 
or reduced according to the conduct of the prisoners. 

5. In considering applications for parole said board 
shall not entertain any petition, receive any written 
communication, or hear any argument from any at
torney or other person not connected with said prison, 
in favor of the parole of any prisoner, but it may insti-
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10824 - 25 
,54-M 202 
.56-M 183 
94-NW 942 

tute inquiries1 by correspondence or otherwise as to the 
previous history or character of such prisoner. (5452) 
[9319] 

127-102; 148+896. 

10820. Prisoners in prison or reformatory—Com
pensation—That the state board of control be and it 
is hereby authorized and empowered to provide for 
the payment to prisoners confined in the state prison 
or in the state reformatory of such pecuniary earnings 
and for the rendering of .such assistance as it may 
deem proper, under such rules and regulations as it 
may prescribe. Such e#rnings shall be paid out of 
the fund provided for the carrying on of the work in 
which the prisoner is engaged when employed on state 
account, and by the contractor when the prisoner is 
employed under contract; and such assistance, when 
allowed, shall be paid out of the current expense fund 
of the institution ('09 c. '304 § 1) [9320] 

Section 3 repeals inconsistent acts, etc. 
10821. Moneys, how used—Forfeiture—Any money 

arising under section 1 [10820] of this act shall be and 
remain under the control of the state board of con
trol, " to be used for the benefit of the prisoner, his 
family or dependent relatives, under such regulations 
as to time, manner and amount of disbursements as 
the board may prescribe. But, should any such prison
er wilfully escape fromi the state reformatory or the 
state prison, or become a fugitive from justice, or 
commit any breach of discipline at either institution, 
the said board of control may in its discretion cause 
the forfeiture of all earnings remaining to the prison
er's credit, and the same shall be replaced in the fund 
from which it was originally taken. ('09 c. 304 § 2) 
[9321] 

10822. Pay of guards—Guards employed at the 
Minnesota state prison at Stillwater and the state re
formatory at St. Cloud shall not be required to work 
to exceed ten (10) hours per day, except in cases of ex
traordinary emergency or necessity. ('17 c. 422 § 1) 

145-262, 177+341. 
STATE REFORMATORY 

10823—Location and management—The state re
formatory shall be continued at its present site, in 
Sherburne county, and be under the general manage
ment of the board of control. (5453) [9322] 

10824. Sentence—Term of imprisonment—Any male 
person not less than sixteen nor more than thirty years 
of age, convicted of a crime punishable by imprison
ment in the state prison, and never before sentenced 
to a state prison or reformatory, m&y be sentenced to 
the reformatory, which sentence shall be without limit 
as to time. The commitment and accompanying pa
pers shall be the same as upon a sentence to the state 
prison. Such imprisonment shall not exceed the maxi
mum term, and may be terminated by the board of 
control at any time after the expiration of the mini
mum term provided by law for the crime. Whenever 
after sentence to the reformatory the term of confine
ment for such offense has been reduced by law, said 
board may release after service of such reduced term. 
(R.'L. § 5454, amended '11 c. 251 § 1) [9323] 

Under R. L. 1905 § 5454 [9323], authorizing the court 
to sentence to the reformatory any person not less than 
16 nor more than 30 years of age. etc., and who has been 
convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment in the 
state .prison that a judgment on which defendant is sen
tenced to reformatory, fails to state ajve. does not render 
it subject to attack on habeas corpus (119-368, 138+315). 

10825. Transfer of prisoners—The board of control 
may transfer from the reformatory to the state prison 
and from the state prison to the reformatory, when
ever, in its judgment, such transfer will be advantage
ous to the person transferred, or to the institution from 
which such transfer is made. Said board shall make 

all needful rules for the employment, discipline, in
struction, removal, release, or return of inmates of 
said institution. (R. L. '05 § 5455, amended '11 c. 61 
§ 1; '17 c. 237-§ 1) [9324] 

Not unconstitutional, as constituting legislative at
tempt to vest administrative officers with judicial func
tions (119-368, 138+315). 

10826. Expenses of sheriff in conveying convicts— 
The necessary expenses of sheriffs, and other officers 
incurred' in conveying convicts to the state prison and 
state reformatory, including per diem and expenses of 
guards, shall be approved by the state auditor, and 
be paid out of the state treasury. Said auditor may 
allow for said expenses the following rates: The neces
sary expenses incurred by the sheriff or deputy in go
ing to and returning from the state prison or reforma
tory; two dollars and fifty cents per day for each 
guard, and such sum as may be necessary for railroad 
fare and actual traveling expenses. No more than one 
guard shall be allowed for one prisoner, and one. addi
tional guard for every two additional prisoners; pro
vided, that in all counties of the state wherein the com
pensation of the sheriff is upon a fee basis, such sheriff 
shall also receive a per diem of three dollars per day 
for each day necessarily consumed in conveying prison
ers to the prison or reformatory. All bills shall be 
rendered in writing, fully itemized and verified by oath, 
and accompanied by the receipt of the warden of the 
prison or the superintendent of the reformatory, for 
the delivery of such convict or convicts, in form to be 
prescribed by the state auditor. ('09 c. 70 § 1) [9325] 

10827. Register of convicts—Whenever any person 
is received into the reformatory upon direct sentence 
thereto, the superintendent shall cause to be entered in 
a register the date of his admission, his name, age, 
nativity, nationality, and such other facts as can "be as
certained of his parentage, early social influences, and 
tendencies,' and an estimate of his present condition 
and of the best probable plan of treatment. At least 
once every three months, minutes shall also be made 
thereon of observed improvement or deterioration of 
character, methods of treatment employed, orders or 
charges affecting the standing of such convict, the cir
cumstances of his final release, and such facts of his 
subsequent history as may be ascertained. (5456) 
[9326] 

10828. Record of conduct—Release—Citizenship— 
Each prisoner shall be credited for good personal de
meanor, diligence in labor and'study, and results ac
complished, and be charged for derelictions, negli
gences, and offences, under such uniform system of 
marks or other method as shall be prescribed by the 
board of control; and he shall be informed of his stand
ing under such system each month, and be permitted 
during each month to converse with some member of 
the board. Whenever said board shall grant an abso
lute release, it shall certify the fact and the grounds 
therefor to the governor, who may, in his discretion, 
restore the person released to citizenship. But no ap
plication for such release shall be entertained by the 
board. (5457) [9327] 

"10829. Instruction in trades—Contract system pro
hibited—The board shall cause the inmates to be in
structed in trades or employments for which they seem 
best fitted. Contract labor is hereby prohibited in the 
reformatory, and no inmate thereof shall be required 
to labor at stonework more than eight hours per day. 
(5458) [9328] 

10830. Crushing rock for roads—The state board 
of control of the state of Minnesota is hereby author
ized and directed to purchase such machinery and ap
pliances as may be necessary in addition to those now 
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belonging to the state of Minnesota at the Minnesota 
state reformatory, and promptly proceed to cause the 
spalls and waste rock now on the grounds of said re
formatory, and such spalls and waste rock as shall 
hereafter accumulate at said reformatory, to be suit
ably crushed for road-making purposes. ('09 c. 229 
§ 1) [9329] 

10831. Excess crushed rock from reformatory to be 
sold—Such crushed rock, in excess of the needs of said 
reformatory for construction of buildings of said re
formatory, and for the making of roads upon the 
grounds thereof, shall be sold by the board of control 
to the several counties of this state for use upon state 
roads. The same shall be so sold at such price as shall 
be agreed upon and fixed by agreement of the board of 
control and the commissioner of highways. The amount 
received by the board of control shall be used for the 
maintenance "and development of the rock crushing in
dustry at said institution. ('09 c. 229 § 2, amended 
'19 c. 225 § 1) [9330] 

10832. Aid for prisoner or his family—Said board 
may make provision for such pecuniary assistance of 
prisoners on their discharge, or for the support of 
their families while in confinement, as may seem prop
er, by the allowance of moderate wages, to be paid 
from the current expense fund of the institution. The 
sum arising therefrom shall, until the prisoner's final 
discharge, be under the control of the superintendent, 
to be used for the benefit of such prisoner and his 
family; but, should any such person wilfully escape 
from the reformatory, or become a fugitive from jus
tice, he shall thereby forfeit all earnings remaining 
under the control of the superintendent,- and the same 
shall be placed in the inmates' benefit fund. (5459) 
[9331] 

10833. Parole of prisoners—The board of control 
may parole any inmate of the reformatory under such 
reasonable conditions as may be deemed expedient, but 
such prisoner while so on parole shall be and remain 
at all times within the legal custody of the board, and 
subject to be returned to the institution, either for 
breach of the conditions of his parole or otherwise. 
Said board shall have power to enforce the terms and 
conditions of such parole, and to retake and reim-
prison any such paroled prisoner; and its written order, 
certified by its secretary, shall be a sufficient warrant 
for all officers therein named, and they shall execute 
the same as ordinary criminal process. (5460) [9332] 

10834. Supervision of paroled or discharged con
victs—State agents—The state board of control, as far 
as possible, shall exercise supervision over paroled and 
discharged convicts, and, when deemed necessary for 
that purpose, may appoint a state agent, fix his salary, 
and allow him traveling expenses. It may also ap
point suitable persons in any part of the state for the 
same purpose. Every such agent or person shall per
form such duties as it may prescribe in behalf or in 
supervision of prisoners paroled or ' discharged from 
the state prison, the state reformatory,, or other pub
lic prison in the state, including assistance in obtain
ing employment, and the return of paroled prisoners. 
Such agent and such person's shall hold office at the 
will of the board, and the persons so appointed shall 
be paid a reasonable compensation for the services 
actually performed by them. Each shall be paid from 
the current expense fund of the institution or institu
tions for whose benefit he was appointed. (5461) 
[9333] 

FEMALE CONVICTS 

10835. Transfer of women convicts—Any female 
who shall, after this act takes effect, be convicted of a 

crime committed subsequent to the taking effect of this 
act, which crime, under the statutes prescribing the 
punishment for such crime and in force at the time the 
crime was committed, is punishable by imprisonment 
in the state prison, shall not be sentenced to imprison
ment in the state prison, but shall be sentenced to 
imprisonment in the state reformatory for women and 
shall be imprisoned therein for the same term and 
upon the same conditions as is provided by the statutes 
in force at the time the crime was committed with 
reference to imprisonment in the state prison. ('19 c. 
106 § 1) 

10836. Sentences to be to state reformatory—When
ever any female shall, after this act takes effect, be 
convicted of any crime committed prior to the taking 
effect of this act, which crime is, wider the statute's 
in force at the time the crime was committed, punish
able by imprisonment in the state prison, the court, in 
which such conviction is had, instead of sentencing 
such female to imprisonment in the state prison, shall 
sentence her to imprisonment in the state reformatory 
for women, and such female shall thereupon and there
after- be imprisoned in said state reformatory for 
women, for the term and upon the same conditions 
prescribed by the statutes in force at the time the 
crime was committed, with reference to imprisonment 
in the state prison. ('19 c. 106 § 2) 

10837. Board of control given authority to trans
fer—The board of control is hereby authorized upon 
the taking effect of this act, to transfer any female 
prisoners then imprisoned in the state prison to the 
state reformatory for women and such females shall 
thereafter be imprisoned in said state reformatory for 
women during the then unexpired term and upon the 
conditions applicable to their several sentences and 
commitments to said state prison. Upon the transfer 
of any prisoner from the state prison to the said state 
reformatory for women the warden of the prison shall 
deliver to the superintendent of. the state reforma
tory for women the commitment papers relating to any 
such prisoner. ('19 c. 106 § 3) 

10838. Discharge—Clothing—Money—Upon the dis
charge of any inmate of the state reformatory, the 
superintendent, at the expense of the state, shall fur
nish each inmate released with one good, serviceable 
suit of clothing and underclothing, and, when released 
between October 1 and March 31 following, with a 
good, serviceable overcoat; and he shall pay to each 
inmate, when released, twenty-five dollars in money 
drawn from the current expense fund. ('17 c. 159 § 1) 

10839. State reformatory for women—There is 
hereby created and establised a separate insti
tution for the - care, training and education of 
women, to be known as the State Reformatory for 
Women. Any woman over the age of eighteen years 
convicted of a felony or gross misdemeanor may 
be sentenced and committed to the State Reform
atory for Women, which sentence shall-be with
out limit as to time. The commitment and accom
panying papers shall be the same as upon a sentence 
to the state reformatory for males. Such imprison
ment shall not exceed the maximum term fixed by law 
or by the court, if the court has fixed the maximum 
term in passing sentence and may be terminated by 
the board of parole at any time after the expiration 
of the minimum term provided by law for the crime. 
('15 c. 324 § 1, amended '21 c. 29 § 1). 

10840. Bids—As soon as practicable after the pas
sage of this act, the Board of Control of this state 
shall invite in such form or manner as its members 
may deem best, proposals for a site for said State 
Reformatory for women hereby created and estab-
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lished of not less than one hundred and sixty (160) 
acres, situated in any county in this state, and in select
ing such site said Board of Control shall consider, 
among other things, the healthfulnesS of the location, 
the character and quality of the soil, facilities for 
drainage, the quality of the water supply, the market 
value of the eite offered, and its convenience to rail
road transportation and to the, needs of the state. ('15 
c. 324 § 2) 

10841. Title—When said Board of Control or a 
majority of its members has selected "the site, in the 
way and manner provided in the preceding section, 
hereof, said Board of Control shall, without unneces
sary delay, proceed to acquire an unincumbered title in 
fee simple thereto in the name of this state, either by 
a gift or by grant or purchase, and if by grant or pur
chase shall pay therefor such sum as said Board of 
Control shall deem tp be the reasonable market value 
thereof, which payment shall be made out of the money 
hereinafter appropriated, upon the execution and de
livery of a deed therefor vesting in the state the title 
of said land in fee simple; but if no site is-proposed 
or offered which meets with the approval of the said 
Board of Control (or a majority of its members), or if 
such a site is offered and agreed upon, but said Board 
of Control is unable to purchase the same at what said 
Board of Control deems to be its reasonable market 
value, then the said Board of Control shall forthwith 
invite further and additional proposals and shall so con
tinue until a site has been proposed and offered which 
meets with the approval of the said Board of Control 
(or a majority of its members) and which can be pur
chased at what said Board of Control deems to be its 
reasonable market value, or less. ('15 c. 324 § 3) 

10842. Plans and estimates—When a site for said 
state reformatory has been acquired by the state, it 
shall be the duty of the Board of Control of this state 
to cause to be prepared plans for and estimates of the 
cost of the necessary buildings and improvements for 
same, and it shall submit such plans and estimates to 
the legislature of 1917, with its recommendations there- , 
on. The plans and estimates shall be based on what 
is known -as the "cottage plan," in order that the in
mates of said reformatory may be properly classified 
and grouped and their occupations and training diversi
fied. ('15 c. 324 § 4) 

10843. Financial and general control—The financial 
control and general supervision of said State Reforma
tory for Women hereby created and established, shall 
be and hereby is vested in the Board of Control of 
this state as now provided by law in respect to other 
state institutions; and said Board of Control is hereby 
vested with power and authority to appoint a superin

tendent, and such other officers and employes as said 
Board of Control may deem necessary and proper for 
the due administration of the affairs of said Reforma
tory for Women, and may prescribe their duties, and 
may fix their compensation; and said Board of Con
trol is also hereby vested with power and authority 
to make and establish such rules and regulations for 
the government and management of said Reformatory 
for Women, and for the education, employment and 
training, discipline and safekeeping of the inmates 
thereof as may be deemed by it to be expedient 'and 
proper; provided, that all the officers of said reforma
tory shall b,e women. ('15'C. 324 § 5) 

10844. Advisory board of five women—The advisory 
board of five women heretofore known as the "Board 
of Women Visitors of the Minnesota Home School for 
Girls," which board shall hereafter be known as the 
"Board of Women Visitors," shall advise with the said 
Board of Control with reference to the architecture 
and the arrangement of the buildings erected under the 
provisions of this act; to visit said reformatory at or 
about the time the buildings therefor are completed; 
and report to and advise with said Board of Control 
as to the style and character of the furnishings there
of, and fixtures to be placed therein, and upon such 
other matters as the said Board of Control may deem 
necessary. ('15 c. 324 § 6) 

10845. Inspection—It is hereby made the duty of 
said board of visitors to visit said reformatory at 
least twice in each year, at such time as the members 
of said board may deem best; to carefully inspect the 
buildings at each visit, and carefully examine into the 
condition thereof—sanitary and otherwise; to inquire 
into the treatment and condition of the women therein; 
and for this purpose may. examine any or either of 
said women separate and apart from any of the officers 
of the said reformatory; and as soon as may be, after 
each visit to report, in writing, to the Board of Control, 
making in connection therewith such recommendations 
as to said board of visitors shall seem meet and proper, 
in order to promote and conserve the best interests of 
the said reformatory and the inmates thereof. ('15 
c. 324 § 7) 

10846. To serve without compensation, but to re
ceive expenses—The members of the said board of 
visitors shall serve without compensation, excepting 
that they shall receive and be paid their expenses neces
sarily incurred in the performance of their said duties, 
their expenses to be audited by the said Board of Con
trol and paid out of any appropriation made for such 
state institutions and debited to the account thereof. 
('15 c. 324 § 8) 
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