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M INNESOT’A TERRITORIAL STATUTES 1851

CHAPTER 102.

- OF FORGERY AND

COUNTERFEITING.

SECTION
1. Forgery of records, deeds, contracts, &e.
2. Uttering forgod records or contracts.
3. Forging notes &c.y Issued by ofticers
. 4. Forging bank notes, &e.
6. Having counterfeit bills with intent to pass
them. -
6. Passing counterfeit bills, &e.
7. Making or having tools &c., for counter-
. feiting with intent, &c. .

SECTION

9. Sworn certiicate of certaln offlcers made
evidence,

10. Fraudulent connecting parts of instru-
ments. .

11. AMxing fictitious signatures.

12. Intent to defraud statement and proof,

13. Counterfeiting coin or having ten pieces In
possession.

14. Having less than ten pieces in possession.

15. Making tools, &c., for coining, &c.
16, Punishment on conviction of second of-
fence.

8: Testimony of president, &ec., of banks when
dispensed with,

Skc. 1. Every person who shall falsely make, alter, forge, or coun-
terfeit any public record, or-any certificate, return, or attestation of any
clerk of a court, register, notary public, justice of the peace, or any
other public officer, in relation to any matter wherein such certifi-
cate, return, or attestation may be received as legal proof, or any char-
.ter, decd, will, testament, bond, or writing obligatory, letter of attor-
ney, policy of insurance, bill of lading, bill of exchange, promissory note,
or any order, acquittance, or dischurge for money or other property, or
any acceptance of a bill of exchange, indorsement, or assignment of a
bill of exchange or promissory mnote, or any accountable receipt for
money, goods or other property, with intent to injure or defraud any
person, shall be punished by imprisonment in-the territorial prison, not
more than five years, nor less than two years, or by imprisonment in
in the county jail, ndt more than two years, nor less than one year.

Sec. 2. Every person who shall utter and publish as true, any false,
forged, or altered record, deed, instrument, or other writing mentioned
in the next preceding section, knowing the same to be false, forged, or
altered, with intent to injure or defraud as aforesaid, shall be punished

. by imprisonment in the territorial prison, not more than five years, nor
less than one year. ‘

Sec. 3. Every.person who shall falsely make, alter, forge, or coun-
terfeit any note, certificate, or other bill of credit issued by any com-
missioner or other officer authorized to issue the same for any debt of

. this territory, with intent to injure or defraud as aforesaid, shall be pun--

ished by imprisonment, in the territorial prison, not more than scven
years, nor less than three years.

Sec. 4. Every person who shall make, alter, forge, or counterfeit
any bank bill, promissory note, draft, or other evidence of debt issued
by any corporation or company duly authorized for that purpose, by the
laws of the United States, of any state of the United States, or of this
territory, or of any territory of the United States, or of any other state,
government, or country, with intent to injure or defraud, shall be pun-
1shed by imprisonment in the territorial prison, not more than five years,
dor less than one year.

Sec. 5. Every person who shall have in his possession any forged,
counterfeit, or altered bank bill, promissory note, draft, or other evi-
dence of debt issued or purporting to have been issued as is mentioned
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FORGERY AND COUNTERIFEITING.

in the next preceding section, with intent to utter the same as true or
false, knowing the same to be so forged, counterfeited, or .altered as
aforesaid, shall be punished by imprisonment in the territorial prison,
not more than five years, nor less than one year. :

See. 6. Every pérson who shall utter or pass, or tender in payment
as true, any false, altered, forged, or counterfeit note, certificate, or bill
of credit for any debt of this territory, or bank bill, promissory note,
draft, or other evidence of debt, issued or purporting to have been is-
sued as is mentioned in the fourth section of this chapter, knowing the
same to be false, altered, forged, or counterfeit, with intent to injure or
defraud, shall be punished by imprisonment in the territorial prison, not
more than five years, nor less than one year. .

Src. 7. Every person who shall engrave, make or mend, or begin
to engrave, make or mend any plate, block, press, or other tool, instru-
ment, or implement, or shall make or provide any paper or other ma-
terials adapted and designed for the forging or making any false and
counterfeit note, certificate, or other bill of credit in the similitude of
the notes, certificates, or bills of credit issued by lawful authority for
any debt of this territory, or any false counterfeit note; or bill in the
similitude of the notes or bills issued by any bank or banking company
established in this territory, or within the United States, or any territo-
ry thereof, or within any other government or country, and every per-
son who shall have in his possession any such plate or block engraved
in any part, or any press or other tool, instrument or implement, paper
or other material adapted and designed as aforesaid, with intent to use
the same, or to cause or permit the same to be used in forging or ma-
king any such false and forged certificates, bills, or notes, shall be pun-,
ished by imprisonment in the territorial prison, not more than five years,
nor less than one year. .

Sze. 8. Inall prosecutions for forging or counterfeiting any notes,
or bills of the banks before mentioned, or for uttering, publishing, or
tendering in payment as true, any forged or counterfeit bank bills or
noles, or for being possessed thereof with the intent’to utter and pass
them as true, the testimony of the president and cashier of such banks
may be dispensed with, if their place of residence shall be out of this
territory, or more than forty miles from the place of trial ; and the tes-
timony of any person acquainted with the signature of the president or
cashier of such banks, or who has knowledge of the difference in the
appearance of the true and counterfeit bills or notes thereof, may be ad-
mitted to prove that any such bills or notes are counterdeit.

Ske. 9. Inall prosecutions for forging or counterfeiting any note,
certificate, bill of credit, or securily issued on behalf of the United
States, or on behalf of any state or territory, or for uitering, publishing,
or tendering in payment as {rue, any such forged or counterfeit note,
certificate, bill of credit, or security, or for being possessed thereof with
intent to utter and pass the same as true, the certificate under oath of
the secretary of the treasury, or of the treasurer of the United Statcs,
or of ilie sceretary or treasurcr of any state or territory on whose be-
half such note, certificate, bill of credit, or security purports to have
been issued, shall be admitted as evidenee for the purpose of proving
the same to be forged or counterfeit.

Sec. 10. - If any person shall fraudulently connect together different
parts of several bank notes, or other genuine instruments, in such man-
ner as to produce an additional note or instrument, with intent to pass
all of them as genuine, the same shall be deemed a forgery in like man-
ner as if each of them had been falsely made or forged.

Sec. 11. If any fictitious or pretended signature, purporting lo be
the signaturc of an officer or agent of any corporation, shall be fraudu-
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lently affixed to any instrument or wriling, purporting to be a note,
draft, or other evidence of debt issued by such corporation, with in-
tent to pass the same as true, it shall be deemed a forgery, though no
such person may ever have been an officer or agent of such corporation,
nor such corporation ever have existed.

Sec. 12. In any case where the intent to defraud is necessary lo
constitute the offence of foigery, or any other offence that may be pros-
ecuted, it shall be sufficient to allege in the indictment an intent to de-
fraud, without naming therein the particular person or body corporate
intended to be defrauded ; and on the trial of such indictment, it shall

be sufficient, and shall not be deemed a variance if there appear to be ~

an intent to defraud the United States, or any state, territory, county,
city, town, or village, or any body corporate, or any public oflicer in his
official capacity, or any copartnership or member thereof;.or any partic-
ular person.

Sec. 13, Every person who shall counterfeit any gold or silver coin,
current by law or usage within this territory, and every person who
shall have in his possession, at the same time, ten or more picces of false
money or coin, counterfeited in the similitude of any gold or silver coin
current as aforesaid, knowing the same to be false and counterfeited,
and with intent to utter or pass the same as true, shall be punished by
imprisonment in the territorial prison, not more than five years, nor less
than one year. :

Sec. 14. ILvery person who shall have in his possession, any num-
ber of pieces less than ten of the counterfeit coin mentioned in the next
preceding section, knowing the same to be counterfeit, with intent to
utter or pass the same as true, and any person who shall utter, pass, or
tender in payment as true, any such counterfeit coin, knowing the same
to be false and counterfeit, with intent to injure or defraud, shall be pun-
ished by imprisonment in the territorial prison, not more than three
years, nor less than one year,

Sec. 15. Every person who shall cast, stamp, engrave, make, or
mend, or shall knowingly have in his possession any mould, pattern, die,
punchcon, engine, press, or other tool or instrument, adapted and de-
signed for coining or making any counterfeit coin in the similitude of
any gold or silver coin, current by law or usage in this territory, with
intent to use the same, or cause or permit the same to he used or em-
ployed in coining or inaking any such falseand counterfeit coin as afore-
said, shall be punished by imprisonment in the territorial prison, not more
than five years, nor less than two years.

Sec. 16.  Any person who may be convicted of a sceond offhee,
shall be punished by imprisonment nét exceeding twice the term men-
tioned in the section under which he may be indicted and tried.
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