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White families
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Black families

Twin Cities metro home ownership

Largest gap in the nation (Minneapolis Fed, 2022)
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What is a covenant?

● A provision in a property sale that limits the buyer’s use of the property

● Often “runs with the land,” meaning that it’s binding on future buyers as well

● Not all restrictive covenants are racial, many still legal

‘

Source: Legal Information Institute, Cornell Law School



Racist and outdated language coming in next slides

4



Racial Covenant
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Ramsey County Covenant
1923

“The parties of the second part 
hereby agree that the premises 
hereby conveyed shall not at any 
time be conveyed, mortgaged, or 
leased to any person or persons of 
the Chinese, Japanese, Moorish, 
Turkish, Negro, Mongolian or 
African Blood or descent.”  

6



Racial covenant from Mounds View 
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Racially Restrictive Covenant in Ramsey County
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“Said buildings must have shingle roofs, 
drop siding, and be painted or of brick, 

cement or stone construction” 

“that said premises shall be 
occupied only by persons of the 

caucasian race.” 

“no animals shall be 
permitted upon said 

premises except 
family pets limited to 
one cat, one dog and 

one bird”



Dakota County racial 
covenant
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National Association of Realtors
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1938

Federal Housing Administration
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Legal action
● 1917: Buchanan v. Warley bars racial zoning, clears way for covenants

● 1919: Minnesota outlaws religious covenants

● 1940s: NAACP launches national legal campaign against covenants

● 1948: Shelley v. Kraemer rules covenants unenforceable

● 1953: Minnesota bars new racial covenants

● 1963: Minnesota bars housing discrimination on basis of race, religion, and 
national origin

● 1968: U.S. Fair Housing Act
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19Source: Albert Shanker Institute



Nellie and 
William T. 
Francis

2092 Sargent Avenue
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HOLC “Redlining” Maps of the Twin Cities Circa 1937 
REDLININGREDLINING
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Black Neighborhoods and Freeways in the Twin Cities, 1940Black Neighborhoods and Freeways in the Twin Cities, 1940
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RondoRondo

The Old 
Southside
The Old 
Southside

Cedar-RiversideCedar-Riverside

Near NorthNear North
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MINNEAPOLIS

ST. PAUL
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Black population
Less than 5%
5% to 10%
10% to 25%
25% to 50%
50%+

Racial covenants

Black population
0 known
1% or less
1% to 5%
5% to 10%
10% to 25%
25%+

Racial covenants



Delegard family moves into their new home, 1942
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Delegard family home, 
1942

Racial 
covenants 
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Kirsten at Delegard house
Summer 1972
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Lake Nokomis
January, 1941
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Lake Nokomis, 
Minneapolis

red = covenants
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Federal Housing Administration
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What You Can Do
▪ Help research restrictive covenants and racial 

violence in your community

▪ Tell friends and family what you have learned

▪ Be honest about your institution’s role in 

historically racist practices

▪ Take guidance from the people living with the 

consequences of these policies

▪ Work to change policy and structures
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Discharge, not destruction
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Volunteer with Mapping Prejudice

Link to https://mappingprejudice.umn/take-action/volunteer 4141


