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Department of Natural Resources1.1

Proposed Permanent Rules Relating to Falconry1.2

6238.1200 DEFINITIONS.1.3

Subpart 1. Scope. The terms used in this chapter have the meanings given them in1.4

this part.1.5

Subp. 2. Abatement. "Abatement" means using raptors to remove animals from1.6

undesirable locations through disturbance or capture.1.7

Subp. 3. Abatement permit. "Abatement permit" means a permit issued under part1.8

6238.1250, subpart 6, for residents to conduct abatement activities using raptors.1.9

Subp. 4. Bred in captivity or captive-bred. "Bred in captivity" or "captive-bred"1.10

means raptors, including eggs, hatched or produced in captivity from parents that mated or1.11

otherwise transferred gametes in captivity or were artificially inseminated.1.12

Subp. 5. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the commissioner of natural1.13

resources.1.14

Subp. 6. Eyases. "Eyases" means young raptors not yet capable of sustained flight.1.15

Subp. 7. Falconry or practice of falconry. "Falconry" or "practice of falconry"1.16

means training raptors for pursuit of wild game and hunting wild game with raptors.1.17

Falconry includes taking raptors from the wild to use in the sport and caring for, training,1.18

and transporting raptors held for falconry.1.19

Subp. 8. Falconry permit. "Falconry permit" means a permit issued under part1.20

6238.1250, subpart 2, for residents and for nonresidents who practice falconry in1.21

Minnesota for more than 120 days within a given year to take, possess, transport, transfer,1.22

use, sell, purchase, or barter raptors or offer to sell, purchase, or barter raptors.1.23

Subp. 9. Federal regulations. "Federal regulations" means Code of Federal1.24

Regulations, title 50, sections 21.29 and 21.30.1.25
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Subp. 10. Hacking. "Hacking" means the temporary release of a falconry raptor or a2.1

raptor produced under a propagation permit to the wild so that it must survive on its own.2.2

Subp. 11. Hybrid. "Hybrid" means offspring of birds listed as two or more distinct2.3

species or subspecies.2.4

Subp. 12. Imprinted raptor. "Imprinted raptor" means a raptor that is hand-raised2.5

from two weeks of age until it has fledged and that has identified itself with humans rather2.6

than its own species. An imprinted raptor is considered to be so for its entire lifetime.2.7

Subp. 13. Nonresident take permit. "Nonresident take permit"means a permit issued2.8

under part 6238.1250, subpart 4, for residents of the United States who are not Minnesota2.9

residents to take and possess wild Minnesota raptors while in Minnesota and to transport2.10

or receive wild Minnesota raptors directly from the state of Minnesota.2.11

Subp. 14. Passage raptor. "Passage raptor" means a fledged juvenile raptor less2.12

than one year old that is capable of flight.2.13

Subp. 15. Propagation permit. "Propagation permit" means a permit issued under2.14

part 6238.1250, subpart 5, for residents to breed and raise raptors; capture raptors from the2.15

wild; and possess, transport, import, purchase, barter, or offer to sell, purchase, or barter2.16

any raptor, raptor egg, or raptor semen for propagation purposes.2.17

Subp. 16. Raptor. "Raptor" means a bird of the family Falconidae, the great horned2.18

owl (Bubo virginianus), or a bird of the family Accipitridae, other than the bald eagle2.19

(Haliaeetus leucocephalus).2.20

Subp. 17. Raptors not native to Minnesota. "Raptors not native to Minnesota"2.21

means any raptor species that does not naturally spend some portion of its life cycle,2.22

including migration, breeding, or wintering, in Minnesota.2.23

Subp. 18. Season. "Season" in falconry means from May 1 to April 30 of the next2.24

year.
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Subp. 19. Season of experience. "Season of experience"means the experience gained3.1

by a falconer who has one or more raptors in the falconer's possession for a minimum of3.2

six calendar months within a season. Half months are counted from the first day of the3.3

month to the 15th day of the month or from the 16th day of the month to the last day of the3.4

month. Periods less than half months are not included in the total.3.5

Subp. 20. Take. "Take" means to trap, capture, or attempt to trap or capture wild3.6

raptors, raptor eggs, or raptor semen for falconry or propagation purposes.3.7

Subp. 21. Wild Minnesota raptor. "Wild Minnesota raptor" means a wild raptor that3.8

was removed from the wild within the state of Minnesota.3.9

Subp. 22. Wild raptor. "Wild raptor" means a raptor or raptor egg removed from the3.10

wild for falconry or propagation. A wild raptor remains a wild raptor regardless of how3.11

long the bird is held in captivity or whether the bird is transferred to another permittee or3.12

permit type; however, the wild raptor is considered to be taken from the wild only by the3.13

person who originally captured the raptor. The wild raptor is not considered to be taken3.14

from the wild by any subsequent permittee to whom the raptor is legally transferred.3.15

6238.1250 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS.3.16

Subpart 1. State and federal regulations. All persons conducting activities under3.17

subparts 2 to 6 must comply with all applicable provisions of this chapter and federal3.18

regulations. Permits issued under this part shall include:3.19

A. conditions that specify measures to prevent adverse impacts to wild3.20

populations;

B. restrictions for compliance with other game and fish laws; and3.21

C. other restrictions the commissioner deems necessary for public health and3.22

safety and for the welfare of raptors described in this chapter.3.23
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Subp. 2. Resident falconry permit requirements. All Minnesota residents who3.24

practice falconry within the state must obtain a Minnesota falconry permit from the3.25

commissioner. A person must not take, possess, transport, transfer, use, sell, purchase, or4.1

barter raptors or offer to sell, purchase, or barter raptors or their eggs without a falconry4.2

permit issued under this subpart, except as provided under subparts 3 to 5 and Minnesota4.3

Statutes, section 97A.401.4.4

Subp. 3. Nonresident falconry permit requirements.4.5

A. This subpart applies to a resident of the United States who is not a Minnesota4.6

resident and who has in possession a valid permit or other written documentation that4.7

authorizes the person to practice falconry in the state, tribe, or territory of the person's4.8

residence.4.9

B. A nonresident described under item A who moves to Minnesota or who4.10

practices falconry in Minnesota for 120 days or more within a given year must obtain4.11

a Minnesota falconry permit. The nonresident must submit a copy of the permit or4.12

documentation that authorizes the person to practice falconry in the state, tribe, or territory4.13

of the person's residence and apply for a Minnesota falconry permit under part 6238.1300,4.14

except that the nonresident need only comply with part 6238.1300, subpart 1, items C and4.15

D. If approved, the Minnesota permit shall be for the same or an equivalent permit class4.16

listed on the falconry permit of the state, tribe, or territory of the person's residence.4.17

C. A nonresident described under item A may transport, possess, and use raptors4.18

for falconry purposes without obtaining a Minnesota falconry permit, provided such4.19

activities do not exceed 120 days within a given year.4.20

D. While in this state, nonresidents conducting activities under this subpart must4.21

comply with all applicable provisions of this chapter.4.22

E. A nonresident described under item4.23

A may acquire, transfer, and sell propagated
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raptors or their eggs or transfer wild raptors that are not wild Minnesota raptors from or to4.24

a person with a falconry or propagation permit issued under this part.4.25

F. For all raptors acquired under this5.1

subpart, a nonresident must submit the report

required under part 6238.1650, subpart 1, to the commissioner, in addition to any required5.2

reporting to the person's state of residence.5.3

Subp. 4. Nonresident take permit requirements. A nonresident described in5.4

subpart 3, item A, must obtain a nonresident take permit, issued by the commissioner, to5.5

take and possess wild Minnesota raptors while in Minnesota and to transport or receive5.6

wild Minnesota raptors directly from the state of Minnesota, except that a nonresident5.7

described in subpart 3, item B, who has obtained a Minnesota falconry permit does not5.8

need a nonresident take permit unless the nonresident is removing a wild Minnesota raptor5.9

from the state of Minnesota. Nonresident take permits are valid for up to one year and5.10

do not need to be renewed to maintain possession of a wild Minnesota raptor previously5.11

transported outside of Minnesota under a valid nonresident take permit. The nonresident5.12

take permittee must submit a summary of the activities conducted under the permit to the5.13

commissioner by January 31 of the following year. Nonresident take permittees must5.14

follow all other applicable provisions under subpart 3.5.15

Subp. 5. Propagation permit requirements. A person must obtain a propagation5.16

permit, issued by the commissioner, to breed or raise raptors; capture raptors from the5.17

wild for propagation purposes; or possess, transport, import, purchase, barter, or offer to5.18

sell, purchase, or barter any raptor, raptor egg, or raptor semen for propagation purposes.5.19

Subp. 6. Abatement permit requirements. A person must obtain an abatement5.20

permit, issued by the commissioner, to use raptors to remove animals from undesirable5.21

locations through disturbance or capture or to remove animals under a state or federal5.22

depredation permit through disturbance or capture. Other permits or licenses may be5.23
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required under game and fish laws for the capture or taking of animals. An abatement5.24

permit may contain specifications on raptors authorized for use in abatement activities;5.25

qualifications, requirements, and restrictions for subpermittees; requirements on raptor5.26

transfers between abatement permittees and their subpermittees; and other requirements6.1

necessary to administer abatement permits, the raptors used for abatement, and abatement6.2

jobs performed. Minnesota falconers do not need an abatement permit to disturb or6.3

capture game species during the game season, provided no payment is received for the6.4

activity and they have the appropriate game permit, license, or stamp for the game to be6.5

taken or disturbed.6.6

6238.1300 PERMIT QUALIFICATIONS.6.7

Subpart 1. Permit application. A form, provided by the commissioner, must be6.8

submitted to obtain the following permits and renewal of the following permits: falconry,6.9

nonresident take, propagation, abatement, and eagle. The commissioner shall specify6.10

the information or supporting documentation required on the application, including6.11

information or documentation required by federal regulations. In addition to other6.12

requested documentation, the documentation under items A to D must be submitted for6.13

falconry permits and the documentation under items C and D must be submitted for6.14

propagation and abatement permits:6.15

A. documentation of a passing score of at least 80 percent on a supervised6.16

examination provided by the commissioner. A person who fails to score at least 80 percent6.17

on the examination must wait a minimum of two weeks before retaking the examination;6.18

B. a sponsorship acceptance letter from6.19

a sponsor for an individual who is applying

for a falconry permit at the junior apprentice or apprentice level, who is a new resident of the6.20

United States, or who has had a falconry permit revoked and is eligible for reinstatement;6.21
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C. documentation of inspection and approval of the applicant's raptor equipment6.22

and housing facilities, including indoor mews and outdoor weathering area, by an agent6.23

of the commissioner to ensure compliance with standards under federal regulations.6.24

This item also applies to permit renewal and upgrade. Other documentation, such as6.25

photographs and schematics, must be submitted when multiple raptors will be housed7.1

in the permittee's facilities; and7.2

D. a form provided by the commissioner and signed by the applicant stating that7.3

the falconer or propagator has read and understands all applicable state and federal7.4

regulations; will maintain the facilities and equipment according to federal regulations for7.5

the duration of the permit; and will allow inspection of the facilities, equipment, raptors,7.6

and supporting documentation according to federal regulations.7.7

Subp. 2. Propagation permits. To obtain a propagation permit, in addition to the7.8

requirements in subpart 1, a person must:7.9

A. be the holder of a valid master falconry permit in good standing under part7.10

6238.1350, item D; or7.11

B. demonstrate through written or other documentation at least two years'7.12

experience propagating raptors and:7.13

(1) have a valid general falconry7.14

permit in good standing under part 6238.1350,

item C, with 24 months' experience with a raptor at the general level; or7.15

(2) be conducting research on raptors for an educational or governmental7.16

institution and submit a research proposal.7.17

Subp. 3. Eagle permits. A master falconer in good standing may apply to possess up7.18

to three eagles, which count as part of the falconer's raptor possession limit. To obtain7.19
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an eagle permit, falconers must submit the supporting documentation required by federal7.20

regulations. Falconers may not possess bald eagles under a permit issued under this subpart.7.21

Subp. 4. Abatement permits. To obtain an abatement permit, a person must be the7.22

holder of a valid master falconry permit in good standing under part 6238.1350, item D, in7.23

addition to the requirements in subpart 1. Holders of a valid master falconry permit in7.24

good standing under part 6238.1350, item D, or a valid general falconry permit in good7.25

standing under part 6238.1350, item C, may conduct abatement activities as subpermittees8.1

of a holder of an abatement permit.8.2

6238.1350 PERMIT CLASSES; REQUIREMENTS.8.3

Specifications for permit classes are contained in items A to F. Permittees under all8.4

permit classes are only allowed to take or possess raptors defined under part 6238.1200,8.5

subpart 16, unless further restricted in this part and in federal regulations.8.6

A. A junior apprentice falconry permittee:8.7

(1) must be at least 12 years old and less than 16 years old;8.8

(2) must have a parent or legal guardian sign the application. The parent or8.9

guardian must agree to take legal responsibility for the activities of the permittee;8.10

(3) must have a sponsor who is the8.11

holder of a valid master falconry permit or who

is the holder of a valid general falconry permit and has two seasons of experience or 248.12

total months of experience with the sponsor's own raptors at the general level. A sponsor8.13

must not have more than three apprentices at any one time. A permittee must notify the8.14

commissioner within ten days if there is a change in sponsorship;8.15

(4) must not possess more than one8.16

raptor and must not obtain more than two wild

raptors for replacement during any season;8.17
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(5) must house the raptor at the8.18

legal residence of an adult, preferably a parent

or legal guardian, who is in possession of a valid falconry permit or at the permitted8.19

location of the adult's raptors. If the adult falconry permittee is an apprentice, only one8.20

raptor is allowed under either the junior apprentice falconry permit or the adult's permit8.21

unless the raptor is housed with the sponsor;8.22

(6) may take and possess only red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis); and8.23

(7) must not possess an imprinted8.24

raptor or a raptor that was taken from the wild

as a nestling.8.25

B. An apprentice falconry permittee:9.1

(1) must be at least 16 years old;9.2

(2) must have a parent or legal guardian sign the application if the permittee9.3

is under 18 years old, in which case the parent or guardian must agree to take legal9.4

responsibility for the activities of the permittee;9.5

(3) must have a sponsor, regardless9.6

of the age of the permittee. A permittee must

notify the commissioner within ten days if there is a change in sponsorship. A sponsor9.7

must be the holder of a valid master falconry permit or the holder of a valid general9.8

falconry permit who has two seasons of experience or 24 total months of experience with9.9

the sponsor's own raptors at the general level. A sponsor may have no more than three9.10

apprentices at any one time. All new residents of the United States age 16 or older must be9.11

initially permitted at the apprentice level. After a minimum of four months of practicing9.12

falconry with their own raptors, new residents of the United States with falconry records9.13

from their country of origin and their sponsor's approval may apply for a general or9.14

master falconry permit;9.15

6238.1350 9



03/22/13 REVISOR CKM/DI RD4112

(4) must not possess more than one9.16

raptor and must not obtain more than two wild

raptors for replacement during any season;9.17

(5) may take and possess only9.18

passage red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), except

that, with approval from the permittee's sponsor, an apprentice permittee with a minimum9.19

of two seasons of experience may take and possess any raptor allowed for an apprentice9.20

class falconer under federal regulations and under part 6238.1200, subpart 16; and9.21

(6) must not possess an imprinted9.22

raptor or a raptor that was taken from the wild

as a nestling.9.23

C. A general falconry permittee:9.24

(1) must be at least 18 years old;9.25

(2) must submit documentation from the permittee's junior apprentice or10.1

apprentice sponsor stating that the permittee has practiced falconry under the sponsor's10.2

supervision as a junior apprentice or apprentice falconer for at least two seasons of10.3

experience with the permittee's own raptors and the permittee's training included10.4

capturing, maintaining, training, flying, hunting, and releasing raptors;10.5

(3) must not possess more than10.6

two raptors and must not obtain more than two

wild raptors for replacement during any season;10.7

(4) may take and possess any10.8

raptor, except the permittee must not possess, take,

or transport a bald eagle, white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), Steller's sea-eagle10.9
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(Haliaeetus pelagicus), or golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) or any species listed as10.10

threatened or endangered under state or federal regulations; and10.11

(5) may possess captive-bred raptors and hybrids.10.12

D. A master falconry permittee:10.13

(1) must have at least five seasons10.14

of experience with the permittee's own raptors

as a general falconer;10.15

(2) must not possess more than five raptors except as authorized under an10.16

abatement permit under part 6238.1250, subpart 6;10.17

(3) must not possess more than three wild raptors at any time;10.18

(4) must not obtain more than two wild raptors during any season;10.19

(5) must not take any species listed10.20

as endangered in state or federal regulations,

but may transport or possess endangered species according to applicable rules;10.21

(6) must not take, transport, or possess a golden eagle, white-tailed eagle, or10.22

Steller's sea-eagle for falconry purposes, unless authorized in writing according to10.23

appropriate federal regulations and approved by the commissioner; and10.24

(7) must not take in any 12-month period, as a part of the three wild raptor11.1

limitation, more than one raptor listed as threatened in state or federal regulations, and11.2

then only according to applicable state and federal regulations.11.3

E. A propagation permittee:11.4

(1) must meet the minimum qualifications under part 6238.1300, subpart 2,11.5

and must comply with all applicable provisions in this chapter and associated federal11.6

regulations under Code of Federal Regulations, title 50, sections 21.29 and 21.30;11.7
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(2) must not possess more than six raptors under the propagation permit as a11.8

standard propagator unless:11.9

(a) the propagation is conducted11.10

for a specialized purpose such as education,

business, reintroduction, research, abatement, or another similar activity authorized by the11.11

commissioner; and11.12

(b) the propagator has submitted11.13

a proposal or business plan that outlines the

number and type of raptors to be propagated, facility schematics, number of assistants that11.14

are necessary to care for the raptors, documentation necessary to determine compliance11.15

with state law pertaining to the operation of large animal facilities, and other information11.16

the commissioner deems necessary for public health and safety and for the welfare of11.17

the raptors;11.18

(3) must transfer propagated young11.19

to another permit type or permittee within one

year of hatch unless the propagated young will be included under the six raptor limit for11.20

standard propagators or included under the limit specified in the permit of a specialized11.21

propagation program issued under subitem (2), units (a) and (b). If the propagated11.22

raptors are to be released to the wild, the propagator must comply with part 6238.150011.23

and federal regulations;11.24

(4) must have adequate raptor propagation facilities maintained according to12.1

federal regulations for the number and species of raptors to be held under the permit;12.2

(5) must not take more than two12.3

passage raptors from the wild per year under the

permit, which also counts against the take limit under a general or a master falconry12.4

permit held by the propagation permittee;12.5
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(6) must not possessmore than six wild raptors total, including the number of12.6

wild raptors possessed under a general or master falconry permit held by the propagation12.7

permittee; and12.8

(7) must submit a completed12.9

propagation form provided by the commissioner by

January 31 of each year for January 1 through December 31 of the preceding year.12.10

F. An abatement permittee:12.11

(1) must meet the minimum12.12

qualifications under part 6238.1300, subpart 4, and

must comply with all applicable provisions in this chapter, associated federal regulations12.13

under Code of Federal Regulations, title 50, section 21.29, and federal abatement12.14

regulations and requirements;12.15

(2) may have subpermittees under the permittee's abatement permit. A12.16

subpermittee must be a Minnesota falconer with a valid general or master falconry permit;12.17

(3) is responsible for the conduct of subpermittees on the permit while the12.18

subpermittees conduct abatement activities;12.19

(4) must not use wild raptors in abatement activities;12.20

(5) must not use golden eagles in abatement activities;12.21

(6) must carry a copy of the abatement permit while conducting abatement12.22

activities. A subpermittee must carry a copy of the abatement permit that the subpermittee12.23

is working under while conducting abatement activities;12.24

(7) may possess additional propagated raptors under a falconry permit for13.1

abatement use, provided the permittee submits a proposal or business plan that outlines13.2

the number and type of raptors, facility schematics, number of assistants that are necessary13.3

to care for the raptors, documentation necessary to determine compliance with state13.4
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law pertaining to the operation of large animal facilities, and other information the13.5

commissioner deems necessary for public health and safety and for the welfare of the13.6

raptors; and13.7

(8) must submit a completed13.8

abatement form provided by the commissioner by

January 31 of each year for January 1 to December 31 of the preceding year.13.9

6238.1400 RESTRICTIONS ON TAKING RAPTORS.13.10

Subpart 1. Raptors taken in Minnesota.13.11

A. A permittee taking raptors from13.12

the wild in this state must comply with this part

and applicable federal regulations.13.13

B. The commissioner may include conditions in a permit to prevent depletion of13.14

wild raptor populations. These conditions include:13.15

(1) limits on the number of raptors that may be taken;13.16

(2) restrictions on species of raptors that may be taken;13.17

(3) limits on the geographical area where raptors may be taken;13.18

(4) restrictions on when raptors may be taken; and13.19

(5) other similar conditions that13.20

the commissioner deems necessary to prevent

depletion of wild raptor populations.13.21

C. A trap used to capture raptors must be attended at all times, except a trap that13.22

entirely encapsulates the raptor within a protective cage must be checked at least once13.23

every 24 hours.13.24
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D. If a raptor is injured while a permittee is attempting to take the raptor, the14.1

permittee must report the injury to the commissioner, whether the raptor is kept or given14.2

directly to a veterinarian, a permitted wildlife rehabilitator, or an appropriate wildlife14.3

agency employee as provided under federal regulations.14.4

E. Permits under this chapter do not authorize trespass. A permittee must14.5

not take raptors within state parks, state scientific and natural areas, state wildlife14.6

management areas, or state game refuges unless specifically authorized in a permit from14.7

the commissioner. A permittee must not take raptors from private property without14.8

permission from the property owner.14.9

F. Taking a raptor from the wild, as well as any subsequent transfer of the14.10

wild raptor, must be reported according to federal regulations, with the reporting form14.11

submitted to the commissioner according to part 6238.1650, subpart 1, within ten days14.12

of the taking or transfer.14.13

G. Wild raptors must not be purchased, sold, traded, or bartered, but may only be14.14

transferred or released. As provided under federal regulations, a raptor may be transferred14.15

to another permit type if the recipient of the raptor, which could be the possessor, has the14.16

necessary permit for the other activity. Both the transferor and transferee must report14.17

the transfer to the commissioner within ten days by submitting a reporting form under14.18

part 6238.1650, subpart 1, and each must also submit any documentation required under14.19

federal regulations, such as veterinarian or rehabilitator certification, at that time.14.20

Subp. 2. Raptor take time periods.14.21

A. Eyases may be taken from the wild from May 27 through July 31 only. A14.22

person must be a general or master falconer or have the equivalent classification in the14.23

person's state, tribe, or territory of residence to take eyases from the wild. A permittee14.24

must not take more than two eyases during a calendar year. At least one eyas must be left14.25

in a nest from which other eyases are taken.14.26
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B. Passage raptors may be taken from the wild from August 21 through February15.1

28 only.15.2

C. A permittee under this chapter must not take raptors over one year old from15.3

the wild, except for:15.4

(1) American kestrels and great horned owls; and15.5

(2) any raptor, other than state or federally listed endangered or threatened15.6

species, taken under a depredation or special purpose permit under Minnesota Statutes,15.7

section 97A.401, and used for falconry by general or master falconers.15.8

6238.1450 RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTING RAPTORS INTO MINNESOTA.15.9

Subpart 1. Importing hybrid raptors and raptors not native to Minnesota. A15.10

permittee who plans to obtain a hybrid raptor or raptor not native to Minnesota from outside15.11

the state must notify the commissioner ten days before importing the raptor and must15.12

submit a reporting form under part 6238.1650, subpart 1, to the commissioner within ten15.13

days of obtaining the raptor. A permittee must obtain the required Board of Animal Health15.14

certification from a veterinarian and submit a copy to the commissioner before importation.15.15

Subp. 2. Importing raptors native to Minnesota. A permittee who obtains a15.16

raptor that is native to Minnesota while outside the state must submit a reporting form15.17

under part 6238.1650, subpart 1, to the commissioner within ten days of obtaining the15.18

raptor. A permittee must obtain the required Board of Animal Health certification from a15.19

veterinarian and submit a copy to the commissioner before importation.15.20

6238.1500 FLYING AND INTENTIONAL RELEASE OF RAPTORS.15.21

Subpart 1. Flying raptors. Permits under this chapter do not authorize trespass. All15.22

applicable state and federal trespass regulations must be followed. Further restrictions15.23

on the practice of hunting by falconry are provided under part 6234.0800 and in federal15.24
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regulations. All applicable state and federal game and fish laws, licenses, permits, and16.1

stamps apply for taking game.16.2

Subp. 2. Flying hybrid raptors or raptors not native to Minnesota. When flown16.3

free, a hybrid raptor or a raptor that is not native to Minnesota must have at least two16.4

functioning radio transmitters attached to assist in locating the raptor. A raptor listed as an16.5

unregulated species under part 6216.0270 is exempt from this subpart. A raptor designated16.6

as appropriate for introduction according to the process under part 6216.0290 for the16.7

review of proposed introductions of unlisted nonnative species is exempt from this subpart.16.8

Subp. 3. Intentional release of raptors. A person must not permanently release a16.9

hybrid raptor into the wild. A person must not permanently release a raptor that is not16.10

native to Minnesota into the wild. A person releasing a raptor into the wild:16.11

A. must obtain permission from the commissioner to release a captive-bred raptor16.12

species that is native to Minnesota;16.13

B. may hack the raptor and allow it to adjust to the wild, at an appropriate time of16.14

year and an appropriate location, according to federal regulations;16.15

C. must make a reasonable determination that a raptor held in captivity for an16.16

extended period of time can capture and consume native prey prior to release into the wild;16.17

D. must release the raptor only at an appropriate time of year and an appropriate16.18

location for the species to be released;16.19

E. must remove falconry bands before release and surrender the bands to the16.20

commissioner, but propagation bands must be left in place; and16.21

F. must report release of the raptor within ten days as provided under part16.22

6238.1650, subpart 1.16.23
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6238.1550 TRANSPORTING, RELOCATING, AND HOLDING RAPTORS.17.1

Subpart 1. State and federal regulations. This part and applicable federal regulations17.2

apply when transporting, relocating, housing, and temporarily holding raptors in the state.17.3

Subp. 2. Carrying permit when trapping, transporting, working with, or flying17.4

raptor. A person trapping, transporting, working with, or flying raptors must have the17.5

person's permits, or legible copies of the permits, in the person's immediate possession17.6

when not at the location of the person's permitted raptor facilities.17.7

Subp. 3. Permanent change of address. A person with a falconry or propagation17.8

permit must report a permanent change in the location of permitted facilities to the17.9

commissioner within five days following the move. Until new facilities are inspected, the17.10

permittee must house raptors as described under subpart 7. Persons moving out of state17.11

must comply with required notifications under federal regulations.17.12

Subp. 4. Multiple facilities; part-year residents. If a permittee houses permitted17.13

raptors in a location other than the permittee's primary facilities for more than 12017.14

consecutive days, the facilities at the other location must comply with federal regulations17.15

and be listed on the permit. A permittee who resides part of the year in another jurisdiction17.16

may be required to obtain a permit in the state, tribe, or territory where the permittee17.17

lives part time.17.18

Subp. 5. Location of facilities. Falconry facilities may be on property not owned by17.19

the permittee if the permittee's primary residence is also located at that property. The17.20

falconry facilities may be on property owned by the permittee that is not the permittee's17.21

primary residence if the facilities are 30 miles or less from the permittee's primary17.22

residence or if the facilities are over 30 miles from the permittee's primary residence and17.23

used for 120 days or less annually. Regardless of location, the raptors must be maintained17.24

in a humane and healthy manner, and the facilities must comply with federal regulations.17.25
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Subp. 6. Temporary care. A permitted18.1

raptor, including a nestling, may be temporarily

held by a person other than the permittee according to federal regulations. The permittee18.2

must inform the commissioner, in writing, within ten days of the transfer, specifying where18.3

the raptor is being held, the reason for the transfer, who is to care for the raptor, what that18.4

person is allowed to do with the raptor, and approximately how many days the raptor is18.5

expected to be in the care of the person. If the person caring for the raptor is a permitted18.6

falconer or propagator, the raptor must be reported as a loan or transfer with appropriate18.7

paperwork submitted within ten days as provided under part 6238.1650, subpart 1.18.8

Subp. 7. Temporary facilities. A raptor may be transported or held in temporary18.9

facilities for a period not to exceed 30 days, unless written authorization to extend the18.10

period is obtained from the commissioner. The temporary facilities must provide a suitable18.11

perch and protection from predators, domestic animals, extreme temperatures, wind, and18.12

excessive disturbance. If the temporary facilities are to be used more than 120 calendar18.13

days, the falconry permittee must follow federal regulations for falconry facilities, have18.14

the facilities inspected, and request an updated permit with the change of address or the18.15

addition of the secondary housing location.18.16

6238.1600 BANDING OR TAGGING OF RAPTORS.18.17

A. All propagated and wild raptors for falconry or propagation purposes must be18.18

banded according to federal regulations, except that banding applies to all raptor species18.19

and hybrid raptors. In addition to bands, a permittee may use International Organization18.20

for Standardization (ISO)-compliant microchips (134.2 kHz), but microchips must not18.21

be used alone unless the permittee provides documentation of health issues or injury that18.22

prevents the use of the bands on the raptor according to federal regulations.18.23

B. Captive-bred nestlings must be18.24

banded with a numbered, seamless metal United
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States Fish and Wildlife Service band provided by the United States Fish and Wildlife18.25

Service or by the commissioner. The band is generally referred to as a propagation band.18.26

C. Propagated raptors that have been19.1

transferred to another permit type or permittee

or that have lost their propagation band and wild raptors must be banded with a permanent,19.2

nonreusable, numbered plastic United States Fish and Wildlife Service leg band supplied19.3

by the commissioner. The band is generally referred to as a falconry band.19.4

D. Eagles must be banded with an eagle19.5

band provided by the United States Fish and

Wildlife Service or by the commissioner. The band is generally referred to as an eagle band.19.6

6238.1650 REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.19.7

Subpart 1. Required federal reporting; permittee's duties.19.8

A. A permittee must comply with19.9

reporting requirements under federal regulations

and must submit a paper or digital copy of the federal reporting form to the commissioner19.10

within ten days of the date that:19.11

(1) the permittee takes, purchases, receives, or otherwise acquires a raptor;19.12

(2) the permittee sells, barters, or otherwise disposes of a raptor;19.13

(3) the permittee transfers a raptor to another type of permit (their own or that19.14

of another permittee), except that falconers do not need to transfer a raptor from a falconry19.15

permit to the permittee's own propagation permit if the raptor is used in propagation19.16

for less than eight months in a given year;19.17

(4) the permittee loans a raptor or has a raptor returned from a loan. A raptor19.18

may be loaned between falconers or propagators for up to 120 days, after which the raptor19.19

must be either returned to the permittee or transferred to the recipient's permit. During the19.20
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time of loan, the raptor counts toward the limit of the original holder. Upon transfer, the19.21

raptor counts toward the limit of the recipient;19.22

(5) the permittee loses a raptor to the wild and does not recover the raptor19.23

within 30 days, except that hybrid raptors and raptors not native to Minnesota must also be19.24

reported within 48 hours according to the invasive species rules under part 6216.0280;19.25

(6) a raptor dies while under a permit;20.1

(7) a raptor is stolen from the permittee; or20.2

(8) the permittee rebands or20.3

microchips a raptor, except that old band removal

must be reported within five days. The reporting form must include the old band number20.4

and the new band or microchip number.20.5

B. Under item A, subitems (2) to (4), a permittee must verify that any person20.6

receiving a raptor from the permittee has obtained all required permits necessary to20.7

receive the raptor.20.8

C. A permittee must keep copies of all submissions listed under item A for a20.9

minimum of five years from the submission date.20.10

Subp. 2. Required possession reporting.20.11

Annually or as requested according to federal

regulations, holders of falconry and propagation permits must report to the commissioner:20.12

A. for all raptors in possession at the time of the report, the species, band numbers,20.13

sex (if known), and age (if known); whether wild or propagated; the date acquired; and20.14

where and, if applicable, from whom acquired;20.15

B. for all raptors possessed since the previously submitted report but no longer in20.16

possession at the time of the current report, the species, band numbers, sex (if known),20.17

and age (if known); the date acquired; where and, if applicable, from whom acquired; and20.18
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the date of disposition listing to whom given or whether the raptor escaped, died, or20.19

was released; and20.20

C. all unused bands in possession.20.21

6238.1700 PERMIT DURATION, RENEWAL, AND TERMINATION.20.22

Subpart 1. Duration of permits; nontransferable. Falconry, propagation, and20.23

abatement permits are valid for three years or until September 30 of the third year20.24

following issuance, whichever comes first. Nonresident take permits are valid for one year21.1

or until December 31, whichever comes first. Permits are not transferable.21.2

Subp. 2. Permit renewal. Falconry,21.3

abatement, and propagation permits are renewable.

A request for renewal must be made at least 30 days before the permit expiration date.21.4

Subp. 3. Transfer of raptors if permittee dies. A surviving spouse, executor,21.5

administrator, or other legal representative of a deceased permittee may transfer or sell any21.6

propagated raptor or transfer any wild raptor held by the permittee to another permittee21.7

authorized to possess raptors within 90 days of the death of the permittee, provided the21.8

recipient is allowed to possess that species and the recipient's permit raptor quota is not21.9

exceeded. The commissioner shall make temporary exceptions in quota or species in order21.10

to place a raptor, if necessary. The transaction must be reported within ten days as provided21.11

under part 6238.1650, subpart 1. Wild Minnesota raptors must either be released according21.12

to part 6238.1500, subpart 3, or transferred to another falconer. After 90 days, disposition of21.13

a raptor held under the permit of a deceased person is at the discretion of the commissioner.21.14

Subp. 4. Permit revocation. A permittee violating this chapter is subject to permit21.15

revocation, and all raptors held are subject to seizure and confiscation in the manner21.16

provided by law. If a permit issued under this chapter is revoked, all other permits that the21.17

permittee holds under this chapter shall be revoked at that time. For any activities under21.18

this chapter that also require federal permits, if the permittee's federal permit is revoked,21.19
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the associated state permit shall be revoked pending reinstatement of the federal permit.21.20

Permittees who have any incidence of raptor mortality or a high incidence of raptor loss21.21

are subject to additional review. Examples of review are additional inspections and21.22

required submission of veterinarian's or rehabilitator's notes or necropsies on the subject21.23

raptors. If evidence is provided to the commissioner that the permittee is neglecting the21.24

health, safety, or welfare of raptors in the permittee's possession, the permittee is subject21.25

to one or more of the following measures:21.26

A. reduction in permit class;22.1

B. required sponsorship; or22.2

C. permit revocation.22.3

6238.1750 DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY.22.4

A permit issued under this chapter is permissive only and no liability is incurred by22.5

the state or by any of its officers, agents, or employees by reason of issuing the permit22.6

or by reason of any acts or operations of the permittee or any wildlife. At all times, the22.7

state, its officers, agents, and employees are held harmless from any liability for damage22.8

or injury arising from issuing the permit.22.9

REPEALER. Minnesota Rules, parts 6238.0100, subparts 1, 2, 3, 4, 4a, 5, 6a, 7, 7a, and22.10

8; 6238.0200, subparts 1, 1a, 1b, 2, 3, 4, 4a, 5, 6, and 7; 6238.0300; 6238.0400; 6238.0500;22.11

6238.0600; 6238.0700; 6238.0800; 6238.0900; 6238.1000; and 6238.1100, are repealed.22.12
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