1 MINNESOTA RULES 7883.0150

7883.0150 PADDOCK TO POST.

Subpart 1. Horses must have identifying equipment. In a race, each horse must carry a
conspicuous saddlecloth number corresponding to its number on the official program. In the case
of any coupled entry, each horse making up the coupled entry shall carry the same number as the
first part of the entry, along with a distinguishing letter; for example: 1, 1a, or 1b.

Subp. 2. Trainer to have horse in paddock. A trainer shall have his or her horses in the
paddock not less than 20 minutes before post time. The trainer shall also attend his or her horse in
the paddock and be present to supervise its saddling, unless he or she has obtained permission of
a steward to send an assistant trainer or another trainer as a substitute. Every horse must be saddled
in the paddock unless permission has been granted by the stewards to saddle elsewhere.

Subp. 3. Bandages and blankets. Immediately upon arrival in the paddock, all blankets and
bandages, except those bandages that will be worn during a race, must be removed. Should weather
conditions so dictate, blankets may be worn after saddling with permission of the paddock judge.
After saddling, all horses must be walked to allow a satisfactory examination. Bandages that will
be worn during a race must not be fastened with safety pins or metal/plastic binders of any kind.
No soft cast or gelatinous bandages may be used under the bandages worn during a race.

Subp. 4. Horses excused from parading. The stewards may permit a horse to be excused
from parading with the other horses and be led to the post, but such horse shall nevertheless pass
the stewards' stand on its way to the post.

Subp. 5. Lead ponies. Lead ponies and their riders shall be permitted to enter the saddling
paddock or walking ring only with the permission of the stewards.

Subp. 6. Duration of post parade. After entering the course not more than 14 minutes shall
be consumed in the parade of the horses to the post except in cases of unavoidable delay. After
passing the steward's stand once, horses will be allowed to break formation and canter, warm up,
or go as they please to the post unless otherwise directed by the stewards. When the horses have
reached the post, they will be started without unnecessary delay.

Subp. 7. Horses must be free of attendants. After the horses enter the course, no jockey shall
dismount and no horse shall be entitled to the care of an attendant without consent of the stewards
or the starter, and the horse must be free of all hands other than those of the jockey or assistant
starter before the field is dispatched by the starter. In case of accident to a jockey or to his or her
mount or equipment, the stewards or the starter may permit the affected jockey to dismount and
the horse to be cared for during the delay, and may permit all other jockeys to dismount and all
other horses to be attended during the delay.

Subp. 8. Horse must carry weight from paddock to post. Each horse must carry its assigned
weight from paddock to post and from post to finish. If a jockey is thrown on the way from the
paddock to the post, the horse must be remounted, returned to the point where the jockey was
thrown, and then proceed over the route of the parade to the post.

Subp. 9. Injury to jockey. If the jockey is so injured on the way to the post to require
substitution of another jockey, the horse shall be returned to the paddock, or the winner's circle or
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other area designated by the stewards, another jockey mounted, and then ridden over any
uncompleted portion of the exact route of the parade to the starting point.

Subp. 10. Horse leaves race course. If a horse dislodges a rider, leaves the course when
moving from paddock to post, and is out of sight by the stewards or track veterinarian, it shall be
deemed an automatic steward scratch.

Subp. 11. No willful delays. No person shall willfully delay the arrival of a horse at the post.

Subp. 12. Prohibition on assisting a start. No person other than the jockey, starter, or assistant
starter shall be permitted to strike a horse or attempt by shouting or otherwise to assist it in getting
a start.

Subp. 13. Farrier in paddock. The association must ensure that a commission-licensed farrier
is in the paddock or receiving barn and available to perform the duties of a commission-licensed
farrier during the time of live horse racing.

Subp. 14. Flipping halters.

A. Any horse entered to race with a flipping halter must arrive in the paddock with the
halter in place under the bridle. For purposes of this subpart, a "flipping halter" means a device
used to prevent a horse from rearing up inside the starting gate.

B. There shall be no refund of wagering because a flipping halter prevents the starting gate
from opening properly.

Subp. 15. Tongue ties. Tongue ties tied so tightly that the tongue appears blue or purple when
the horse reaches the saddling paddock must be loosened before the horse may be saddled. The
paddock veterinarian is responsible for determining if a tongue is tied too tightly.

Subp. 16. Questionable weather events. For the purposes of tracking the following weather
events, the Air Quality Index (AQI) must be monitored via https://www.airnow.gov or via the
AirNow application. The heat index must be monitored via https://www.osha.gov/heat/ or via the
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) heat index application. The My Lightning
Tracker Pro application must be used to measure lightning strikes within a set number of miles
from the racetrack. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather reports
and the National Weather Service RADAR must be used to confirm weather patterns and directions.

A. When the AQI for the racetrack's zip code is elevated due to an extreme air pollutant
event, including when smoke from wildfires is forecasted or detected, the following procedures
must be followed:

(1) when the AQI for the racetrack's zip code reaches a level of 150 degrees Fahrenheit,
both equine and human participants must be provided the option to withdraw from competition
without penalty; and

(2) when the AQI for the racetrack's zip code is at or above 175 degrees Fahrenheit, no
horse racing or training may be conducted.
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B. When the heat index for the racetrack's zip code is projected to reach 105 degrees
Fahrenheit or higher for more than two consecutive hours, the chief commission veterinarian must
recommend to the association that horse racing be postponed or canceled.

C. When lightning first strikes within an eight-mile radius of the racetrack, the following
procedures must be followed:

(1) the racetrack must suspend or cancel racing, in coordination with the commission
stewards. Racing activity may resume after 30 minutes from the last lightning strike within eight
miles of the racetrack, or earlier if an all-clear is established; and

(2) ifthe suspension lasts longer than one hour, the commission chief veterinarian must
discuss with the association canceling a partial amount of the remaining card or implement a plan
to cancel the remainder of the race card.

Statutory Authority: MS s 240.03; 240.08; 240.13; 240.15; 240.19; 240.23; 240.24

History: 9SR2527; 10SR 2161; 14 SR 2008, 22 SR 1785, 25 SR 1609; 33 SR 8, 40 SR 1393;
42 SR 1258; 46 SR 1210; 49 SR 1123; 50 SR 1117
Published Electronically: April 23, 2026
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