1 MINNESOTA RULES 7850.4800

7850.4800 MINOR ALTERATION IN GENERATING PLANT OR TRANSMISSION LINE.

Subpart 1. Applicability. No person may make a minor alteration in a large electric power
generating plant or high voltage transmission line without approval from the commission, unless
the action is exempt from review under part 7850.1500. A minor alteration is a change in a large
electric power generating plant or high voltage transmission line that does not result in significant
changes in the human or environmental impact of the facility. The requirements of this part apply
to those facilities that have been permitted by the PUC and to those facilities that were not permitted
by the PUC but meet the definition of a large electric power generating plant or high voltage
transmission line under applicable law. For those large electric power generating plants or high
voltage transmission lines for which no permit has been issued by the PUC, this part applies to
minor alterations in the facility as it exists on February 18, 2003.

Subp. 2. Application. A person seeking authorization to make a minor alteration in a large
electric power generating plant or high voltage transmission line shall apply to the commission.
The application shall be in writing and shall describe the alteration in the large electric power
generating plant or high voltage transmission line to be made and the explanation why the alteration
is minor. The commission shall mail notice of receipt of the application to those persons on the
general list and to those persons on the project contact list if such a list exists. The commission
shall provide at least a ten-day period for interested persons to submit comments on the application
or to request that the matter be brought to the commission for consideration.

Subp. 3. Commission decision. The commission shall decide within ten days after close of
the public comment period whether to authorize the minor alteration, bring the matter to the
commission for consideration, or determine that the alteration is not minor and requires a full
permitting decision. The commission may authorize the minor alteration but impose reasonable
conditions on the approval. The commission shall notify the applicant in writing of the commission's
decision and send a copy of the decision to any person who requested notification or filed comments
on the application.

Subp. 4. Local review. For those large electric power generating plants or high voltage
transmission lines for which no permit has been issued by the PUC, the owner or operator of such
unpermitted facilities may elect to seek approval of a minor alteration from the local unit of
government if the facility qualifies for local review under Minnesota Statutes, section 216E.05.

Statutory Authority: MSs 116C.66; 216E.16
History: 27 SR 1295; L 2005 c 97 art 3 s 19
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