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3501.1325 GRADE 5 STANDARDS.
Subpart 1. Citizenship and government.

A. Civic skills. The student will understand that democratic government
depends on informed and engaged citizens who exhibit civic skills and values, practice
civic discourse, vote and participate in elections, apply inquiry and analysis skills, and take
action to solve problems and shape public policy.

B. Civic values and principles of democracy. The student will understand that
the civic identity of the United States is shaped by historical figures, places, and events, and
by key foundational documents and other symbolically important artifacts.

C. Rights and responsibilities. The student will understand that individuals in a
republic have rights, duties, and responsibilities.

D. Governmental institutions and political processes. The student will
understand that the United States government has specific functions that are determined
by the way that power is delegated and controlled among various bodies: the three levels,
federal, state, and local; and the three branches of government, legislative, executive, and
judicial. The student will understand that the primary purposes of rules and laws within
the United States constitutional government are to protect individual rights, promote the
general welfare, and provide order.

Subp. 2. Economics.

A. Economic reasoning skills. The student will understand that people make
informed economic choices by identifying their goals, interpreting and applying data,
considering the short-run and long-run costs and benefits of alternative choices, and
revising their goals based on their analysis.

B. Personal finance. The student will understand that personal and financial
goals can be achieved by applying economic concepts and principles to personal financial
planning, budgeting, spending, saving, investing, borrowing, and insuring decisions.

C. Microeconomic concepts. The student will understand that profit provides
an incentive for individuals and businesses; different business organizations and market
structures have an effect on the profit, price, and production of goods and services.

Subp. 3. Geography.

A. Geospatial skills. The student will understand that people use geographic
representations and geospatial technologies to acquire, process, and report information
within a spatial context. The student will understand that places have physical
characteristics, such as climate, topography, and vegetation, and human characteristics,
such as culture, population, and political and economic systems.
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B. Human environment interaction. The student will understand that the
meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources change over time.

Subp. 4. History.

A. Historical thinking skills. The student will understand that historians generally
construct chronological narratives to characterize eras and explain past events and change
over time. The student will understand that historical inquiry is a process in which multiple
sources and different kinds of historical evidence are analyzed to draw conclusions about
how and why things happened in the past. The student will understand that historical events
have multiple causes and can lead to varied and unintended outcomes.

B. United States history. The student will understand that:

(1) before European contact, North America was populated by indigenous
nations that had developed a wide range of social structures, political systems, and economic
activities, and whose expansive trade networks extended across the continent;

(2) rivalries among European nations and their search for new opportunities
fueled expanding global trade networks and, in North America, colonization and settlement
and the exploitation of indigenous peoples and lands; colonial development evoked varied
responses by indigenous nations, and produced regional societies and economies that
included imported slave labor and distinct forms of local government between 1585 and
1763; and

(3) the divergence of colonial interests from those of England led to an
independence movement that resulted in the American Revolution and the foundation of a
new nation based on the ideals of self-government and liberty between 1754 and 1800.
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