
604 G E N E R A L LAWS [Chap.

CHAPTER 486— H. F. No. 27.

An A(& creating jxzrk {Zisfcciots in cities lnt.ring a,
tiun of less than ten thousand (10,000) inhtibitant.it arid- for
the gownment thereof, creating a, boa-rd of jxirlc com mi s-
aioners, can fe wing jwwer and authority nyon ftiLeh Imu'tf, n n t l
district, and providing ru,les for the gwarnmen,!. thereof.

He it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota :

Procedure.— Section 1. .Any incorporated city in the state
o£ Minnesota having a population of less thnn ten thousand (10.-
OCO) inhabitants may by a two-thirds vote of its council by yens
and nays at n regular meeting thereof, take advantage of the
provisions of this act.

Park districts, how created.— Sec. 2. Any city desiring to
take advantage of this act shall do so hy the ordinance expressing
its intent and desire so to do, whereupon the territory embraced
in such city shall be deemed and it is thereby declared to he a
park district of the state of Minnesota.

But before such resolution or ordinance shall take effect the
snmc shall be submitted to the electors of such city at a regular
city or special election and approved by a majority of those vot-
ing thereon. 0

The ballots may be substantially na follows, to-wit:
"For the creation of a park district to be Itnowc as 'Park

"District of the state of Minnesota' and creating a-boaid of park
commissioners, and providing for the {rovernment thereof";

Or " against the creation of a park district to be Itnown as
'Park District of the State of Minnesota' and creating a "board
<if park commissioners, and providing for the government
thereof,"

How designated, power of.— Sec. 3. Each park district sn
created shall be known as "Park District of the city of ....... ''
and as finch shall have H seal and perpctnn! succession, vith powr
1o sue and be sued, contract and be contracted vith, acquire by
purchase, pift. devise or otherwise nnd hold. o\vn. possess and
maintain real and personal property in trust for the purpose of
parks, boulevards «nd ways and to escrCise all the powers here-
inafter designated or which may hereafter be conferred upon it.

Election of commissioners— Filling vacancies.— Sec. 4, The
powers of such park district shall be exercised by a board of
park commissioners consisting of five members who shall hold
office for the period of five years from and after the date of their
election and qualification and until their successors are duly
elected and qualified except the members of the Rrst hoard.
who shflll hold office ns follows:
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One member until one year from the last mentioned date, one
member until two years from the last mentioned date, one mem-
ber until three years from the last mentioned date, and one mem-
ber until four years from the last mentioned date.

The members of the park commissioners shall qual i fy by Ink -
ing and filing with the clerk or recorder of the city tho oath pro-
scribed by law.

The city treasurer shall be ox-officio treasurer of the park
district, lie shall take the oath prescribed by law and sha l l fur -
nish such bond as may be required by the commission.

The members of the commission shall be elected by qualified
electors of the park district at the annual city election, shall
qualify within ten days of this election, and shall within twenty
days after said election organize by the selection of a president,
vice-president and secretary.

The first board may be elected at n regular annual <:ity elec-
tion or at a special election called for that purpose by the city
council.

The members of the board shall receive no compensation for
their services as such and shall have the qualifications of electors
of such district

They shall not be interested in any contract entered into by
said commission.

Aracancies on such board shall be filled by the board unti l
the next regular election of members of the board, when such
vacancies shall be filled by election.

Removal of residence from the park district by any member
of the commission shall create a vacancy.

Powers of commission.—Sec. 5. The park commission shall
have power:

1. To acquire by purchase, gift, devise, condemnation or
otherwise, land within its territorial limits or within two miles
therefrom, for parks, boulevards and ways, and shall have solo,
and exclusive authority to maintain, govern, erect and improve
the same.

2. To lay out, open, grade, curb, pave and otherwise im-
prove any path, wny or street, in, throxigh^ or around said parks
and to construct, erect, build, maintain, manage, govern and erect
any and all buildings, pavilions, play and pleasure grounds or
fields and such other improvements of a liko character as may be
deemed necessary.

3. To pass all ordinances necessary, requisite and needful
for the regulation and government thereof, and to make, change
and enforce any order with reference thereto.

4. To levy special assessments on all property specially ben-
efited by the purchase, opening, establishment and improvement
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of such parls, boulevards, and wnys or streets or ways' about the
same.

5. To appoint such. engineers, surveyors, clerks aad other
ofSeeisand employes, in-eluding such police force as may be neces-
sary and to define and prescribe their respective duties aid
authority and to fa their compensation.

6. To issue the negotiable bonds of the park district in a
sum. not to exceed two per cent o£ the Talue of the taxable prop-
erty therein situated, for the sale and exclusive purposes of pur-
cnasiig aad acquiring lands ior sad parts, boulevards and ways,
aid for the permanent improvement thereof, including the erec-
tion and construction of buildings, pavilions, play and pleasure
fields, provided such, bonds shall not tear a rate of interest to ex-
ceed six: per cent and provided, further, thai upon the aSiuiatiYe
vote of the electors of such district as by la-w provided, such com-
mission may be authorized to issue such "bonds in an amount in
the aggregate not to exceed five per cent of such assessed value.

7. To levy "taxes apon all the property •within said district
for the purpose o£ maintaining aad improving said parka,, boule-
vards aid wajs and to defray tie espeises of such board; pro-
vi&edj that such, tar so levied stall in no year exceed the sum of
five mills on each dollar of the taxable property -within said dis-
trict.

S. To establish building lines for all property fronting; on
any park, boulevard, or way under the direction and control of
such commission, and to control the sabiivision. and platting of
property within four hundred feet thereof.

9. To borrow money in anticipation of taixes already levied
to defray the expenses o£ the year and to issue tier efor the notes
of o-blig-alion of the district.

10. To connect any pa,rl or parks owned or controlled by it
with any otter park or pa,rls, and ior that purpose to select and
take clarge of any connecting street or streets or parts thereof,
and the said park commission shall have sole aid exclusive charge
aid eontrol of sncli street or streets so taken for such purpose.

M«etings—"Where Held—OrcUmance.—gec. 6. The park com-
mission shall hold a regular meeting on. the first Tuesday of each
montl at each hour as it may by rule desigiate, and such special
meeting's as it may deem, necessary.

Special meetings may be called by the president and must be
called by him Tipon tne request in writing of two members of the
b oard.

The commission shall lave pc\ver to adopt rules of procedure
as it may deem necessary.

The powers of the commission sliall bp exercised "by ordinance
unless oiler-wise provided.

All ordinances shall he read twice and at least eight days
skaLl intervene between, the readings.
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They shall be adopted by yea and nay vote and shall be ap-
proved by the president and published in the official newspapers
of the city and shall go into effect upon such publication.

The enacting clause of all ordinances shall be as follows:
''Be it enacted by the park commissioners of the park dis-

trict of the city of , state of Minnesota ;''
the yea and nay vote shall be taken on all propositions involving
the expenditure of money, and levying of taxes or the issuance
of bonds or other certificates of indebtedness.

All contracts shall be let to the lowest responsible bidder
after advertisement in the official newspaper of the city for three
successive weeks, once in each week, provided, that such commis-
sion shall have the power to reject all bids.

All contracts shall be in writing and signed by the president
and clerk of the board and unless so executed shall be void.

At no time shall the debt of the park district exceed five per
cent of the taxable property within the district, according to the
last preceding assessment.

No bill, claim, account or demand against the district shall
be audited, allowed or paid until a full itemized statement in
writing properly verified shall be filed with the park commis-
sion.

AH claims against the park district arising out of negligence
shall be in writing and verified by the claimant, and shall obtain
a full, clear and concise statement of the transaction out of
which it is alleged to arise giving time, place, extent of injury
or damage, and shall be filed within thirty days from the date
thereof with the clerk of the board.

No action shall be maintained unless begun after thirty days
and within six months from the date of the filing of the claim.

Municipal court to have jurisdiction. —Sec. 7. The munici-
pal court of the city shall have exclusive jurisdiction to try and
determine all causes of action for violation of the rules or ordi-
nances enacted by the board and the procedure therein with the
right of appeal, shall be as prescribed by general law.

General law governs commissioners.—Sec. 8. In the issuing
of bonds, warrants, certificates of indebtedness and in levying
any tax or special assessment and in otherwise carrying out, en-
forcing or making effective any of the powers herein granted,
the park commissioners and their officers and the park district
shall be governed by and shall follow the laws enacted for the
government of cities, except as herein specially provided.

Sec. 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from and
after its passage.

Approved April 24, 1909.


