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CIHAPTER 195—I1. F. No. 858,

An Act velating to the enforcement of rates of common
carriers prescribed by auwthorily of the State, and for the resti-
tution of charges made by sieh carrviers in excess of sueclh rates.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

Duty of attorney general—Duty of common carrier—Report.
—Section 1. Whenever any comuion carrier doing business in
this state shall fail or refuse to adopt and put into effeet any
rates prescribed by the, statute, or any rates prescribed by an
order of the railroad and warchouse commission after the time
for appeal from such order has cxpired, and such rates have by
the terms of such law or order beeome effective, it shall be the
duty of the attorney general to forthwith commence appropriate
proceedings for and in the name of the state for the enforee-
ment of the law or the order preseribing such rates, in the dis-
triet court of Ramsey county or in the district court of any coun-
ty in which such common carrier has an agent or station, or in
which its said business is carried on, and during the pendeney of
such proceedings—or during the pendeney of any proceedings
instituted in any court having jurisdiction by or on behalf of
such common ecarrier {0 resist the enforeement of such law or
such order, it ghall be the duty of ¢very such common carrier to
keep a correct account of every charge made by it for any service
to which such rates apply in execess of the rates so preseribed,
showing in each case the difference between the amount actually
charged and the amount allowed to he charged under such rates,
the date of the transaction, the stations between which the busi-
nesg was cnrried, and the names and addresses of the consignor
and consignee.

Every such common earrier shall on or before the tenth day
of each month report such information in full, covering the busi-
ness of the preceding month, to the railroad and warehouse com-
mission, and said commission ghall earefully preserve such infor-
mation in its office.

Common carrier to pay to railroad commission excess rates
with interest.—Sec. 2. Within sixty days after such judiecial
proceedings, brought to enforce or to resist the enforecement of
snch rates, are ended by the entry of final judgment therein—
unless by such judgment said rates are fonnd to be unlawfnl—
every such.common carrier shall pay to said railroad and ware-
house commission, for the benefit of the parties entitled thereto,
all sums so charged and collected by it on the business to which
sueh rates apply, in excess of the rates so preseribed, with lawful
interest therecon from the date when each item thereof was re-
ceived, and it shall thereupon be the duty of said railroad and
warehouse commission to pay such money with said interest to
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the person, firm or corporation by or for whom the same was paid
to such common carrier, and for the purposes of this act the per-
son holding the original receipted freight bill showing the pay-
ment thereof to such common carrier shall he taken to be the
persong entitled to so receive such money.

_ Attorney general to commence suit for unlawful charges—
Filing of claims—Unclaimed amounts to be paid into state treas-
ury.—Sec, 3. If any common carrier affected by such rates shall
fail or refuse to pay to the railroad and warehouse commission
within the time aforesaid all moneys so collceted by it in excess
of the amount lawfully eollectible under the rates so preseribed,
or to file with the sald commission within said time the written
release of his claim signed by the person entitied to sueh resti-
tution, it shall be the duty of the railroad and warehouse ecommis-
sion to report such default of such coiminon carrier to the attor-
ney general, who shall therenpon hring an action in the name of
the state of Minnesota for the benefit of the parties having paid
such overcharges, to recover the same from such ecommon earrier,
and it shall have thc exclusive right to sue for and colleet such
money of said common carrier and in such action, in addition to
the aggregate amount of such excess charges and interest, the
court shall allow ten per eent thereof additional as a penalty.

All persons entitled to any part of such money shall file their
elaims therefor within one ycar from the time when the litiga-
tion involving the validity of said rates is ended.

And all amounts paid to or recovered by the railroad and
warehonge commission, not so claimed, shall be naid into the
state treasury to the eredit of the general revenue fund.

Officers guilty of a misdemeanor.—See. 4. Every common
carrier and the officers and agents thereof whose duty it is to
make collections of any such rates and keep the accounts thereof,
who shall wilfully fail or negleet to keep such aceounts as are
herein provided for, or who shall make any intentional false ac-
count, entry or repert in pefecrence thereto, or who shall fail to
make the reports herein provided to be made to said railroad and
warehouse commission, shall he guilty of a misdemeanor.

Certain provisions repealed.-—Sce. 5. All provisions of law
preseribing any other procedure for the enforcement of any rate
or schedule of rates that have been hieretofore or inay be here-
after preseribed, either by act of the legislature or by any order
of the railroad and warehouse commission, applying to the intra-
state business of any common carrier doing business in this state,
or preseribing any penalty for the failure of any comunen car-
riers to put any such rates into effect, are hereby repealed, but
the court in which proceedings for the enforcement of sueh rates
may be pending may impose penalties for disobedience to its
orders made in such proceeding as for contempt.
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Application.—See. 6. This act shall take effect and be in
foree from and after its passage, and shall apply after ten days
from the date of its passage to all rates heretofore preseribed
in this state, which have not been put into effect.

Approved April 15, 1909,

CHAPTER 196—S8. F. No. 187,

An Act entitled “An Act relating to the expenditure of the
county road and bridge fund in counties having a population
of over 200,000 and not over 275,000 inhabitants, and author-
izing the Board of County Conmimissioners in certain cases to
improve roads through cillages."

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota :

County commissioners may provide for connecting roads.--
Section 1. Whenever, in any county now having, or which may
hereafter bave a population of over 200,000 and net over 275,000
inhabitants, the board of county commissioners shall have per-
manently improved any county road leading up to the limits of
any village, and shall have also permanently improved any other
public road leading up to the lunits of such village at another
point, and any public way or road within the limits of such vil-
lage constitutes a natural or convenient connection between such
improved roads, in such case the hoard of county commissioners,
with the consent of the village counecil, may caunse such connect-
ing way within the village limits to be permanently improved,

To be paid out of county road and bridge fund.—Sec. 2.
Such improvement shall be provided for and made in the same
manner and under like conditions as are improvements to county
roads, and the cost of making such improvement may be paid out
of the eounty road and bridge fund.

See. 3. This act shall take cffect and be in force from and
" after its passage.

Approved April 17, 1909,



