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visions of thisact. All the moneys hereby appropriated
shall be paid out upon the order of the state aunditor
drawn upon the state treasurer in favor of the persons
cntitled thereto.

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and he in force from
and after its passage.

Approved April 23, 1897,

CHAPTER 314,

An act to provide for the imposition and collection of

a Froportionate earnings tax upon the gross earnings of

I property within the State of Minnesota of all tele-

phone companies or owners whose lines are in or extend
into or through said state, in lieu of other taxes.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Minne-
sota.

SecTioN 1. That any person or persons, copartner-
ship, association or corporation now or hereafter or-
ganized under the laws of this state, or any copartner-
ship or association or coporation now or hereafter or-
ganized under the laws ot any other state, territory or
country, owning, operating and conducting telephones
and telephone lines which are in or extend into, in or
through this state, and carrying on a general telephone
business and giving a general service in this state, shall
pay into the state treasury on or before the first day of
January in each year the sum of three (3) per cent. of
his or their or its gross earnings, which said payment
shall be in lieu of all other taxes and assessments what-
ever upon each said telephone company or svstem, its
appurtenances and appendages, and upon allits property
held or used for, in or about the construction, repair-
ing, renewal, maintaining and operating its svstem or
lines and also upon the capital stock of any such asso-
ciation or corporation or the income of any such person
Or persons.

SeC. 2. For the purpose of ascertaining the gross
earnings aforesaid, an accurate accountof all such earn-
ings shall be kept by such owner, owners, copartnership,
association or corporation, and an abstract thereof
shall be furnished by such owner or owners, copartner-
ship, association or corporation to the treasurer of this
state on or before the 15th day of December in each
vear. The truth of such abstract shallbe verified by the
oath of such owner or by the president and treasurer of
said association or corporation, and for the purpose of
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ascertaining the correctness of such abstract full power
is vested in the governor of this state, or in any other
person by law authorized to administer an oath, to ex-
amine under oath the officers of any such associationor
the person or persons owning and operating said tele-
phone lines. If any person so examined hy the govern-
or or such other authorized person or officershall know-
ingly swear falsely concerning auy of the matters afore-
said, every such person or ofhcershall he deemed tohave
cormmitted perjury, and in order to secure to the state
the aforesaid three (3) per cent.tax,it is hereby declared
that the state shall have a lien upon all and singular the
property, estate and effects of any such telepbone com-
pany or system or tines. The lien hereby declared and
secured to the state shall have and take precedente of
all demands,decrees and judgmentsagainst such owner,
association or corporation.

SeEc. 3. All acts inconsistent with the provisions
hereof are hereby repealed.

SeEc. 4. This act shall take effect and be in force
from and after its passage.

Approved April 23, 1897,

CHAPTER 315.

An act to amend section four (4) of chapter twenty-
two (22) of the general laws of 1889, relating to the
sale and lease of mineral and other Iands belonging to
the State of Minnesota.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Min.
nesota:

SecTiox 1. That section four (4) of chapter twenty-
txwro (22) of the general laws of the state of Minnesota
for the year 1889, be and the same is hereby amended
by adding to said section the following, viz.:

Provided, that any lessee of staie lands leased for the
purpose of mining ore thereon shall be entitled to re-
ceive the rebate and repayment of the royazlty herein
provided upon producing to the state auditor full and
satisfactory evidence under such rules and regulations
as shall be prescribed by the auditor and approved by
the governor of this state, that the iron ore upon which
such rebate and repayment is claimed was actually
mined uponsuch state lands and was actually smelted
o1 manufactured in a smelting or manufacturing plant
withia the state of Minnesota, and that the smelter or



