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and hecome a part of the adjoining county shall he ap-
portioned and paid overto the proper officer of such towry,
school or road distriet the same as it should have been
if no change had heen made. And if any town, school
or road district shall bedivided by reason of any change
of boundary line hereunder, the said taxes so collected
shall be equitably and fairly divided and apportioned
by the county aaditor of said county.

SEC. 7. No refusal or failure of any county officer to
do any of the acts or things herein required of him, or
the failure to make publication as herein regnired, ex-
cept the failnre to make publication of notice of hearing
before the commissioners as provided in section 2 of this
act, shall affect the validity of such change of boundary
line; dnd any officer who shall willfully neglect or refuse
to perform the duaties herein required of him shall be
deemed puilty of a misdemeanor and may be removed
for malfeasance in office,

Sec. 8 All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
this act are hereby repealed.

SEC. 9. This act shall take effectand be in force from
and after its passage. '

Approved April 23, 1897.

CHAPTER 309.

An act providing for the taxation of express com-
panies.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Minne-
sota:

SEcrion 1. That any person or persons, joint stock
associationorcorporation, wherever organized or incor-
porated, engaged in the business of conveying to, from
or through this state, or any part thereof, money, pack-
ages, gold, silver plate or other article hy express rot
including the ordinary lines of transportation of mer-
chandise and property in this state, shall be deemed to
be an express company,

Sec. 2. Every express compary defined in section
one (1) hereof, doing business in this state shall, annu-
ally between the first day of January and the first day
of February, under the cath of the person constituting
such company, if 4 person, or under the cath ofthepres-
dent, secretary, treasury, superintendent or chief officer
in this state of such association or corporation, if an
association or corporation, make and file with the state
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auditor of this state a statement in such form as the
said state auditor may prescribe, containing the follow-
ing facts.

First—The name of the company.

Second—The nature of the company, whethera on
or persons or association or corporation, and under the
laws of what state or country organized.

Third—The location of its principal office.

Fourth—The name and postotfice address of the presi-
dent, secretary, auditor, treasurer and superintendent
or general manager.

Fifth—The name and postoflice address ot the chief
officer or managing agent of the company in Minne-
sota.

Sixth—The entire receipts (including all sums earned
or charged, whether actually received or not), for busi-
ness done within this state, including its proportion of
gross receipts for business done by such company with-
in this state in connection with other companies.

Seventh—A statement of the amount actually paid by
such express company for the year then next preceding
the last day of December to the railroads within this
state for the transportation of its freight within this
state, showing the amount paid to each railroad com-

any,
P Eighth—The entire receipts of the company for busi-
ness done within Minnesota, as defined in item six (6),
after deduc#ing the amounts paid for transportation of
freights, as in item seven (7).

Blauoks for making the above statements shall be pre-
pared, and on application, furnished any express com-
pany by the state auditor.

Sec. 3. In case of a failure or refusal of any express
company to make the statement prescribed by section
two (2) hereof, on or hefore the first day of February,
the state auditor shall notify the local agent of said
company of such default by letter mailed and addressed
ed in each instance to the agent of such express
company at the postoffice address of the office, en-
closing a form of return to he made out by such agent,
and thereupon it shall be the duty of each local agent of
such express company, within this state, on or hefore
the first dav of March, to make out and file with the
state auditor a statement verified by the oath of the
agent, containing such of the facts prescribed in section
two (2) as the state auditor may require, but the state-
ment of gross receipts and the deduction therefrom, de-
fined in items six (6) and seven (7) of section two (2),
shall be confined to the gross receipts and deductions
therefrom of his agency.
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SeEC. 4. The state anditor shall annually, between
the first day of March and the first day of April, ascer-
tain and determine the gross receipts of every such
company by deducting the sums annually paid by such
companies for transportation of freight as defined in
item seven {7) of section two (2) hereof, from the en-
tire receipts of such company for business donein Minne.
sota, as defined in iterm six (6) of section two (2) hereof.

[n case of the failure or refusal of any company, and
its agents, to make the statement required by la\\ to
furnish the state anditor with the information ruquested
by it, the state auditor shall inform itself (himself) as
best it (he) may on'the matter necessary to he known
in order to discharge its (his) duty under this act.

At any time hefore the first day of March, in each
vear, or before the gross receipts have been determined
as hermnbefore provided, any company or person inter-
ested shall have the right on written application, to ap-
pear hefore the state auditor and be heard in the mat-
ter of such determination.

Sec. 5. Incase any company required to file a state-
ment nnder the provisions of section two (2) here-
of fails to make and file such statement on or be-
fore the 1st day of February. such company shall be
subjected to a penalty of five hundred (500) dollars and
an additional penaltv of one hundred (100) dollars for
each day’s omission after the st day of February to
file such statemnent, said penalty to be recdvered by ac-
tion in the name of the state, and, on collection, paid
into the state treasury to the credit of the genera.l reve-
nue fund. The attorney general, on the request of the
state auditor, shall institute such action against any
conpany o de[mquent in the county of Ramsey, or of
(in) any county in which such company does business.
In case any local agent of any expresscompany required
to file a statement under the provisions of section three
(3) hereof, fails to make and filesuchstatement on or be-
fore the first(1st} day of March, heshall be deemed guilty
ofa misderneanor, and, on conviction, shall befined in any
sumn not less than twenty-five (25) dollars, nor more
than one hundred (100) dollars, Each day's failure
after the first day of March to make and file such state-
ment shall constitute a new offense. The state auditor
shall have power to require the president, secretary,
treasurer, receiver, superintendent or managing agent
or other officer or employe or agent of an express com-
pany to attend before the auditor and bring with him
for the inspection of the auditor any books or papers of
such company in his possession or control, and to tes.
tifv under oath touching any matter relating to the or-
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ganization or business of such company. The state
auditor is authorized and empowered to administer
such oath. Any officer, emplove or agent of such com-
pany who shall refuse to attend before the auditor
when required to do so, or shall refuse to bring with
him and submit for the inspection of the auditor any
books or papers of any such company in his possession,
custody or control, or shall refuse to answer any ques-
tion put to him by the state auditor touching the or-
ganization or business of suchcompany, shall be deemed
Euilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction, shall be

ned not more than five hundred (500) dollars, or im-
prisoned not more than thirty (30} days, or both,

SEc. 6. It shall be the duty of the state auditor on
or before the 15th day of March of each year to make
his draft o such express companies for a sum in the
nature of a tax to be computed by taking three (3) per
centum of the amount fixed by the state auditor under
the provisions of section four (4) of this act as the gross
receipts of such companies for business done between
points within thestate of Minnesota for the year ending
thelast day of December next preceding, as reported to the
state auditor, and place the said draft in the hands of
the state treasurer for collection; which shall be in lieu
of all taxes upon all property of any express company
so paying the same. All taxes collected by the state
treasurer under the provisions of this act shall be paid
into the state treasury and be accredited to the general
revenue fund.

If any express company fails or refuses to pay said
tax within sixty (60) dlays after a demand therefor shall
have been made by the state treasurer, he shall there-
upon add to the tax due a penalty of ten (10) per cent.
thereon for each subsequent month in which the tax re-
mains unpaid; and if such taxes are not paid within
sixty (60) days after demand therefor by the state
treasurer, he shall distrain sufficient goods and chattels
helonging to such company charged with such taxes to
be tound within the state of Minnesota sufhcient to pay
the same, together with the penalty accrued thercon.
The state treasurer shall immediately proceed to ad-
vertise the property distrained by him by a notice to be
published in two (2) newspapers printed in the county
of Ramsey, stating the timeand place where the property
will be sold, and if the taxes for which such property is
distrained and the penalties accruing thereon are not
paid before the time appointed for such sale, which
shall not he less than ten (10) days after the taking of
such property, the state treasurer, or his deputy, shall
proceed to sell such property at such public vendue, or
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so much thereof as will be sufficient to pay such taxes
and penalties and the costs of such distress and sale.
Sec. 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the 1st day of June, A. D. 1891.
Approved April 23, 1897.

CHAPTER 310.

An act to amend section six (6), chapter two hundred
and ecight (208), general laws 1887—to provide for
biennial reports by the manager of the Minnesota state
reformatory.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Minne-
sota.

SEcTIoN 1, That chapter (section) six (6), chapter
two hundred and eight (208), general laws 1887, is
hereby amended to read as follows:

It shall be the duty of such board of managers, on or
before the first dax of December next preceding the reg-
ular session of the legislature, to make a biennial report
to the governor, covering the period of the two preced-
ing fiscal years, showing the conditions of said reforma-
tory, and their proceedings in regard to the inmates; the
progress of the work o?constmction; the amount of
money expended and the currentexpenditures in thecon-
duct and management of such reformatory; with a de-
tailed statement thereof, and with such recommenda-
tions as the board of managers may deem proper.

Sec, 2. This act to take effect and be in foree from
and after its passage.

Approved April 23, 1897,

CHAPTER 311.

An act to amend and consolidate the several acts re-
lating to court commissioners; ¥o define the powers
and jurisdiction of, and to regulate actions and proceed-
ings before such officers.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Minne-
sota:

SECTION 1. There shall be chosen in each organized
county one person who shall be elected a court commis-



