
G E N E R A L L A W S

M I N N E S O T A
PASSED AND ArpiiovEn AT THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE STATK LEOISLATURE,

COMMERCING JANUARY FIFTH, ONE THOUSAND EIQHT IIUNDBKI) AKD

SIXTY-TOUR, AND TERMINATING IfAKC1I FOL'HTH, ONE THOUSAX1* EIGHT

KCNDRBD AND SIXTY-FOUR.

CHAPTER L

An Act. Sitppletnentary to An Act entitled^' An Acfyo
Provide for a. General 8i/ntem of Common A'c/ioofn,
the Officers thereof, and their ineffective rf.itt.fGft anil
powers" approved March, ttixt/i, A. 79. efy/tfeen. hun-
dred and sixty-two.

ttKimox I. Count? CommiMlonen m«y adopt
± Appointment of CouDtr Buperlnundmt—tenn|nl offlrr.
3. POMB^J Andltor to nodfr SUte riojierintpndent.
4. Rgnonl—what MUIB irhen nlld.
B. Ihity of County Bopcif ntcndeiit.
ft. KxainlBKtlon (if tnehen.
7. VcrtlfleatM—baw |-mlcd—County Miipnrlntriiilciit iniy rtntw or rcvtikn rcrtillaur—

•lull JIMP • record.
& County Auditor tn deliver report! ti> County MujicrlntoiKluiit—('uuiity riuprrhiunidrnt

to report ud forward blanki, ctu.
1>. IhNud at Coniniulonen to Dz coniiiraMtliin.

1ft. When Mt to Uke dftet.

Be it enacted bytheLegtftlature of the State of Minnesota :

SECTMXV 1. That sudi counties Jis elect so to do, -
tlirough their county commissioners, may «t any rejniliir •tanwnwridopi
or special meeting of euid coinniissionci-s lickl snhsc-
cjucnt to the passage of this act, adopt and act in accor-
dance with the following provision in lieu of suction
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28, of the general school law, approved March 6th,
18t>2, to which this act is supplementary.

SEC. 2. The county commissioners of such counties
*& have thus elected, shall, fit tlicii1 tuiuunl meeting in
September, A. it. 18G5, and annually thereafter, or at any

•lailli If Mil Of OfflCQ j i . • • i* • * tt i j •™"~™ other time 111 case ot vacancy, appoint a tiling person
of high moral character and literary and scientific at-
tainments, who shall be a county superintendent of
schools. Stiid officer shall enter upon the duties of his
office on the first day of January succeeding his ap-
pointment, and shall hold the same for one year, and
until his successor is elected and qualified. Provided,
That at any regular or special meeting of the county
commissioners of the several counties held subsequent
to the passage of this act, at which it is decided to
adopt this provision, a county superintendent of schools
shall be appointed as above specified, who sluill cuter
immediately upon the discharge of the duties of his
office and continue therein until his successor is appoint-
ed and qualified as above prescribed. Said officer, be-
fore entering upon the discharge of his duties as afore-
said, shall take and subscribe the customary oath of
office, mid shall deposit the same with the county auditor.

SEC. 3. The county auditors of such counties as
shall conform to the above provisions, shall immcdiate-
ly tmnsimt an attested copy of the resolution of the
koarcj adopting the same, to the State Superintendent,
together with the name of the officer appointed in pur-
suance thereof.

SEC. 4. That such county superintendent so ap-
pointed, may bo removed from olh'co by the board of
county commissioners upon satisfactory proof of in-
competency or willful neglect of duty; Provided, That
no such removal shall be valid, unless the person so re-
moved shall have hud at least thirty days notice of the
charges brought against him, and opportunity to be
heara in his own defence.

SEC. 5. It shall be the duty of the county supcrin-
tendent of schools to examine and license teachers, and
to annul certificates on proper cause shown; to visit
and inspect the schools of his county at least once in
each term, and give such advice to the teacher as may
be requisite and necessary; to organize and conduct at



OF MINNESOTA FOR 1864. 19

least one institute for the instruction of teachers in
each year, if he shall deem the some necessary; to en-
courage teachers* associations; to introduce to the no-
tice of teachers and the people the best modes of in-
struction, the most improved plans of building and
ventilating School houses, and ornamenting and adapt-
ing school grounds for the cultivation of the taste and
the* healthful exercise of the children; to stimulate
school ofiu&ra to the prompt and proper discharge of
their duty; to receive the reports of the several district
clerks, and transmit an abstract of the same to the
State Superintendent, adding thereto a report of the
condition and prospects of the schools under his charge,
together with such other information .'ind suggestions
as he may deem it expedient to communicate.

SEC. 6. It shall be the duty of the county superin-
tendent of schools in each county, to hold, in and for
each commissioner district in his county, at least two
meetings in each year, for the examination and lie-en-
sing of teachers, of which meetings at least thirty days'
written notice shall be given -to each school district
clerk in the commissioner district for which the meeting
is to be held, and by him posted in some conspicuous
place in his district. Such notice shall contain the
names of the towns embraced in the commissioner dis-
trict, and the time, place and objects of the proposed
meeting. The examinations of teachers thus held shall
be public, uncl shall be conducted by written and oral
questions and answers. They shall be uniform for the
county in which they are held, and no certificate of
qualification shall be given except in accordance with
the provisions of law respecting teachers' certificates.
JVovzWed, That any teacher may bo examined by the
county superintendent at his office, at any time other
man as above specified, on proper proof offered that
such teacher was unable to be present at the public ex-
aminations above provided for, and 011 payment of the
sum of fifty cents for such service.

SEC. 7. The county superintendent shall examine
any person proposing to teach a common school hi the
county, in orthography, rending in English, penman-
ship, arithmetic, English grammar, modem geography,
and the history of the United States; and if he shall
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lie satisfied thut such person is of good moral character,
and qualified to teach all of the aforesaid brandies, he
shall give such person a certificate, the grade of which

* shall be determined Uy the relativo merit of thccxami-
nation sustained. County superintendents shall hu au-
thorized by this act, to issue three grades of teachers'
certificates, vbs: First grade, valid in the county for
two years. Second grade, valid in the county for one
year. Third grade, valid in a given district only, for
six months. The county superintendent may renew
.such certificate at its expiration by endorsement thereon,
and he may revoke the same for gross immorality, in-
competency or other adequate cause. Each county su7
periutendent shull also keep a careful record,- In n, book
provided for the purpose, of all the candidates to whom

icB- issues certificates, noting the date of examination,
* the name, sex and age of each candidate, and the grade

°f *ae certificate granted, a transcript of which record
shall be included in the annual report to the State Su-
perintendent.

SEC. 8. In such counties as elect to adopt the county
superintendency as above prescribed, that part of sec-
tion twenty-two of the general school law which relates
to the reports of county auditors to the State Superin-
tendent, shall apply to the county superintendent,

nty auditor K> which latter officer shall make the reports therein prc-
i- scribed; and the county auditor shall deliver to the
irer county superintendent, for this purpose, the reports of

district clerks made to him, and such other information
as shall aid him in the discharge of this duty. The
county superintendent shall also receive from the State
Superintendent and forward to the several clerks of
districts, such blanks, reports and circulars, as shall be
forwarded to him for that purpose, and shall be guided
generally in the discharge of his duty by the rules laid
down by the State Superintendent.

SEO. 9. The compensation of the county supcrin-
tondeut of schools shall be fixed by the county board

rionmtoflxcom-of commissioners, and shall be paid in the same manner
as the salaries of other county officers arc paid.

SEC. 10. This act shull take effect and be in force
from and after its passage.

Approved March 3,1864.


