MEMORIALS.

NUMBER L

A Memorial for the occupation of Fort Abercrombie.
T'o the President of the Uniled Siates:

The memorial of the Legislature of the Siate of Minnesota
respecifully represents—

That the occupntivn of Fort Abercrombie, at Graham’s

- mmPoim,_or at some point t.herenb_uul., by a suitable military
occupation of It fUrCe, i8 necessary fur the protection of seitlers in the valley
apercrombls  Of the Red rviver of the Nurth.

The establishment of n post at Gmham’s Point, by the
name of Fort Abercrombie in eighieen hundred and fily-cight,
appenared to have been the result of maiure deliberauion, and
in view of ufficial reports based on repeated explorationa.  Its
location was known to be in the midst of a frontier which
divides the Chippewa and Sivux tribes ot Ind:ans, and which
was freguently traversed by war parties of vither tribe. Cit-
izens of the United Stutes, native born nnd ndopted, had law- -
fully advanced into the ferlile and inviting valley of the Red
river, in the belief what their lives and property would be
secure. Many serious losses of property were suffered by
some of those settlers previvus to the establishment of Fort
Abercrombie, and the importani travel to and from St. Joseph,
on tha Pembina river, and Hudson's Bay Territory, was con-
siderably obatructed by Indian depredacions. The esiablish-
ment of that post appeared to affurd valuable securiy to
settlers as well as to travel and the transporiation of goods,
and encouraged muny mors scttlers to advance inte the Red
river valley with their families and their properiy. But the
partial, and sabsequently ttal abandonment of that post, has
left Lhe seltlers expused Lo frequent trespnsses by the Indians,
such as the destruciion amd Jarceny of stock, and wlso to
annoying intimidativus and to persounl violence. 1n the
absence uf military force at that post, many of the settlers
are now upwards ot one hundred sod twenty miles irem any



APPENDIX, 305

means of military protection.

While it is not doubited that the actual serviee of the State
Militia, if requived to suppress Indian depredations, would
conatitute a velid claim upon Congresa for reimbursement to
the State, it has, -however. been shown in several insiances,
that economy can better be promoted by defending the frontier,
with the military force of the nited States. The immediate
ccoupation of Kort Abercrombie by a company of dragoons,
or other suitahle force, will uperate alike as seasonable justice
and economy. IFf a force is maintained there for a faw years,
gufficient to protect the settlers in that neighberhond it may
be reasonably expected thas the frontier extending even below
that puint, wiil then become so generally occupied as to render
it sale to dispense with the post altogether,

By the consent of Congress, congidernble money has already
been expended in improvements on the site of Fort Abercrom-
bie, and in the aurvey of a large body of the public lande in its
vicinity. But ag long as there is no protection to the set- .
tlers, these outlays will have been fruitless, rod the publie
lands so surveyet mwy for vears remain unoczupied.

Wherafore, your memorialists respecifully, but earnestly
request that Fore Abercrombie may be immediately garrisoned

* with a snfficient military force.
AMOS COGGSWELL.
Bpeaker of the House of Representatives.
IGNATIUS DONNELLY,
President of the Senate.

Approved, February teuth, one thousand eight hundred
and six1y. ALEX. RAMSEY.
Seceprary’s OrriceE. Minnzsora,

February 10th, 1860,

T hereby certify the furegoing o be a trus copy of the orig-
inal on file in this office,

J. H. BaxkEr, Secretary ol State.

NUMBER II

A Memorial for the Extension of the Reciprocity
Lreaty.
To the President of the Uni'ed States:

The memdrial of the Leyislnture of Minnesota respectfully



