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Jle it enacted by t/te J^ffyittlature fifths State of Minnesota:

AimGLK I.

SECTION 1. All the rights, powers, duties, privileges, and
immunities of the several counties shall remain as now estab-
lished, until the same shall be altered by law.
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Sisr. S. Each organized county within this State stall be
i'<wers or coun- ft ^°^Y politic and corporate, and, as such, shall bo empowered
1!,̂  to act for the following purposes, to wit:

Jffmt — To sue and be sued.
fkcontl — To purchase and hold real and personal estate for

the use of the county, and lands sold for taxes, as provided
by law.

Third — To soil and convey any real and personal estate,
owned by ihe county, and make such order respecting the
same as may bo deemed conducive to the interests of the in-
habitants.

Fourth — To make all contracts and doallothor acts in rela-
. lion to the property and concerns of the county, necessary to

the exercise of its corporate and administrative powers.
Fifth — To exercise such farther powers as shall be specially

conferred by law.
SKC. 3. AH re nl and personal estate heretofore conveyed,

or which shall hereafter be conveyed, by any form of convey-
ance, to any county, or the inhabitants thereof, or to any

r*nrcrnnc« or Person OI> per sons for the use and benefits thereof, or its inhab-
i-rjtciaconntiw Jtanls, shall be deemed to be the property of such county;

and all such conveyances shall have the same force and effect
as if they had been made to the inhabitants of such county by
their respective corporate names.

SBI*. 4. The powers of the county, as a body politic and
» ••nnuii-rioneH to . i v i v .1 T> j e Vi __ •vjtcreirtpowt™ corporate, can only be exercised by the Board of UommissiOH-
t.r county crs thereof, or in pursuance of a resolution by them adopted.

Sur. 5. The County Commissioners, or other public
officers having the charge and management of the county lands,
may, by their order of record, appoint agents to sell and
convey nnr real estate of their county; and all deeds made

t'onnjuMtf j behalf of the inhabitants of the county by such agents,
IAMII* of comity i , . 11 i i i J, , J t 1° , iunder their proper hands and seals, nnd duly acknowledged

and recorded, shall be sufficient to all intents and purposes, to
convey all the right, title, interest, and estate whatever, which
the county mny then have to the lands so conveyed.

SKO. G. Each county organized for judicial purposes, shall
provide n suitable court house, and a suitable and sufficient

<v.mtr twiiiiing* jail, and fire-proof offices and other necessary buildings, and
keep the same in good repair.

Hisr. 7. In case of the escape of any prisoner by reason
of the insufficiency of the jail, whereby the Sheriff shall be

ronDtj *•» WJD- miK*e liable to any party nt whose suit such person was cpm-
i.-irr.-ro«n!j rcni- milted, or to whose use any forfeiture was adjudged against
i.-cui of sheriff him, the county shall reimburse all sums of money recovered

of the Sheriff by such party on account of such escape.
SEC. 8 . All actions, local or transitory, against any county

Action r^at maybe commenced and prosecuted to final judgment in the
District Court of the county against which the action is
brought.
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SEC-. 9. Any notion, local or transitory, in which any
county shall be plaintiff, may be commenced and prosecuted Action ^y ta
to final judgment, in the county in which the defendant in praxcntni in
such action resides. When any action shall be commenced e-mntj-ordefrmi.
against a county, a copy of the summons ihall be left with"1*
the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners, cither
during a session of the Board, or so that a session shall inter-
vene between the day of leaving the copy of such summons,
and the return day thereof; there shall always be ten days
between the service and return of every such summons in all
actions brought by or against any county. The inhabitants
of the county so suing or being sued, may be jurors or wit-
nesses, if otherwise competent or qualified according to law.

SEC. 10. Whenever any controversy or causo of action
shall exist between any of the counties of this State, or Actions tutu-em
between any county and the State, or individual or individ-coimtieshowcim-
als, such proceedings shall be had for the purpose of trying ducted
and finally settling such controversy, and the same shall be
conducted in the like manner, and the judgment or decree
therein shall have the like effect as in suits or proceedings
between individuals and corporations.

SEC. 11. In all suits or proceedings by or against a
county, the name in which the county shall sue or be sued, ̂ Ianc. l>y wUe;t
shall be " the Board of County Commissioners of the county ceuntiMrfwn »w
of ," (the name of the county); but this provision««ii«sa«i
shall not prevent other county officers, when authorized by
Ian, from suing in their name of office for the benefit of the
county.

SEC. 12. In all legal proceedings against the Board of
Commissioners of any county, the process shall be served on., . .
i m i r i • i - n i l l i < Process t o l *(he Clerk of the said Board, and whenever such suit or pro-»MVWi ,„, rll.r.A

ceeding shall be commenced, it shall be the duty of the said or owii ut »n-
clerk forthwith to notify the County Attorney for said county, pmt*M
and to lay before the Board of Commissioners at their next
annual meeting all the information he may have in regard to
such suit or proceedings.
' SEO. 13. Any notion in favor of, or against a county, ._,,

, . , . , . j t_ • , • JP •_! i iii Action befiirrwhich, if prosecuted by or against an individual, could be J(1,tfce of IVw.
prosecuted before a Justice of the Peace, may be prosecuted
by or against such county in like manner before a Justice of
the Peace.

SEC. 14. In all suits or proceedings prosecuted by or
against counties, or by or against county officets in their coiu
name of office, costs shall be recoverable as in suits between
individuals.

SEO. 15. When any judgment shall be recovered against
the Board of Commissioners of any county, or against any Jud3menu llow
county officer, in any action prosecuted by or against him in collected and
his name of office, where the same shall be paid by the county, psM
no execution shall be awarded or issued upon such judgment
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except as herein provided; such judgment, unless reversed,
sli&ll bo levied and collected as other county charges, and
when so collected shall be paid by the County Treasurer to
the person in whose favor such judgment was rendered, upon
the delivery of a proper voucher therefor; but if payment be
not made within thirty days after the time the collector of
taxes is required by law to make his return of county taxes,
next after the rendition of such judgment, then and in that
event, execution may be issued on-such judgment; Provided,
That if at the time of the rendition of such judgment, there

.shall be sufficient funds belonging to the county in the treas-
ury, it shall be the duty of the Treasurer to pay the same
up'ou application being made to him by the person in whose
favor such judgment was rendered, his agent or attorney.

ARTICLE II.

HOAUD OF COUSTi' COMMISSIOXEKS.

SEC. 1. Each and every county in the State shall be
deemed an organized county for the purposes provided for in
this Act, and in each and every county there shall be a Board
of County Commissioners. In those counties in which at the
last general election, there were cast eight hundred votes or

isieeiV>BotCo«n.ove1'' l^e 8a^ ^oar^ 8^a^ consist of five members, and in all
ty commission, other counties, of three members; the term of office of the
*»-tenu or or. said Commissioners shall be one year, and until their succes-
Ace-vhen ami 60rs shall have been elected or appointed and qualified. In
}iytrbomain>oin-each and every county which has-a township organization,
*fA (he said Board shall be elected at the annual election in each

and every year; and in each and every county which has not
a township organization, the said Board* shall be appointed by
the Governor of the State; and it is hereby made the duty of
the Governor, immediately after the passage of this Act, to
appoint a Board of Commissioners in each and every of the
last described counties, who shall be qualified electors of
their respective counties, and shall qualify in the same manner
as that provided for, for Commissioners, elected in accordance
with the provisions of this Act; and the Board of Commis-
sioners so elected or appointed, are hereby authorized and
empowered to do and perform such acts and things as are now
or may hereafter be required of them.

SEO. Z. The several counties which are organized into
townships, shall be divided into a number of districts equal
to the number of members constituting the Board of Commis-
sioners of each county, respectively ; the said districts shall

Division** conn- ̂ e ^ounded by township or ward lines, and shall be composed
districts of contiguous territory, and shall contain as nearly as practi-

cable, an equal amount of population; Provided, That for the
first districting under this Act, the votes cast at the last gen*
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eral election shall be taken AS the indication of the population;
jLul Provided further. That the Board of Commissioners
may re-district their counties respectively, after each United
States or State census, taking the population us shown by
their said census as the basis; and the said districts shall be
numbered in numerical order.

SEC. 3. In each of said districts one Commissioner shall
be elected by the electors thereof, who shall, at the time of
his election, be a resident of said district, and shall reside
theiein during his continuance in office, and the election
said Commissioner shull bo conducted in all respects as
that of other county officers, and the returns made and certi-
fied to in liiso manner to the County Auditor, who shall pro-
ceed to canvass the votes according to law, and issuo certifi-
cates of election to the persons entitled to the same.

SEC. 4. If the requisite number of County Commissioners,
•shall not be elected by reason of two or more persons having
AH equal and the highest number of votes for the said office,
the Auditor shall give notice to the several persona so having
the highest and an equal number of votes, to attend at the
office of the Auditor, at a time to be appointed by the said
Auditor, who shall then and there proceed publicly to decide
by lot, which of the persons so having an equal number of
votes, shall be declared duly elected, and the said Auditor
shall make and deliver to the person thus declared duly elected,
a certificate of his election as hereinbefore provided.

SEC. 5. Each person elected as a Commissioner, shall, on
receiving a certificate of his election, take an oath to support
the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of this
State, and faithfully and impartially to discharge the duties
of his office as such Commissioner, before the Clerk of the Commissioner to
District Court of the proper county, or any other person au- take oaui—t» b»
thorized to administer an oath, which oath being certified on fllcd

Che back of such certificate, under the hand and seal of the
person administering the same, shall he sufficient authority
for such Commissioner to take his seat with, and act as a
member of the Board, after the first day of January next
succeeding his election; and the said certificate and qualifi-
cation as aforesaid, shall be filed and remain in the office of
the Clerk of said Board.

SKO. 6. If any County Commissioner, after qualifying as
above, shall neglect or refuse to do his duty in office as pre-
scribed by law, the person so offending shall, on conviction
thereof by indictment, before the District Court of the proper
county, be fined in any sum not exceeding two hundred (200)
dollars; Provided, That nothing herein contained shall pro-dBtlc
hibitaay County Commissioner from resigning his said office,
at any time during the period for which he may have been
elected; said resignation to be in writing, and laid before the
Board at a stated or special session thereof.
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Extra sessions

Sso. 7. The Commissioners thus elected and qualified may
sue and bo sued, defend and be defended, answer and be ans-

»uc nnd be wered unto, in any court either in law or equity, and do nnd
sued in iwiiuir of transact all business on behalf of their respective counties
county that may be assigned to them from time to time by law; and.

in all cases where their respective counties may have been:
injured, or may hereafter be -injured, in their goods, chattels,
lands, tenements, rights, credits, effects, or contracts, suoli
Commissioners shall and may in their name of office, without
Setting out their individual names, bring any suit or suits,
action or actions, either in law or equity, which may be beat
Calculated to obtain redress for an injury, in the same way and
manner that private individuals might or could do, and may,
in like manner, by and under their name of office, be sued by any
person or persons having any manner of claims against such
County.

SEC. 8. The said Board of Commissioners are hereby
authorized to hold extra sessions, in case they may think the-
business of the county requires the same; and ten days'
notice from a majority ot the Commissioners to the clerk of
their Board shall be considered sufficient authority for said
<;jerk to call'an extra session, by notifying the remainder of
Said Board; Pfomdcd, That no such extra session shall exceed
three days.

SEC. 0. The Commissioners shall each receive one dollar
and fifty cents (81.60) per day for each and every day they
may necessarily be employed in transacting the county's bus-
iness, and six (6) cents per mile for every mile traveled, in
going to and returning from the meeting of the Board, or in
the discharge of any official duty, to be computed by the
most usually traveled route.

SEC. 10. A majority of the Board of Commissioners shall
be a quorum; Provided, That it shall require tho vote of a
majority of the whole Board to do any buisness.

SEC. 11. The Board of Commissioners shall meet at the
county seat of their respective counties for ihe purpose of
transacting such business as may devolve upon or be brought

ivheit commUs-before them, on the first Tuesday of January and September
loners firnii meet in each and every year, but no session shall continue longer

than six days; Pmcided, That no Board of Commissioners
shall demand or receive pay for move than fifteen days' ser-
vice in any one year, for attendance at the regular or special
sessions.

£EC. 12. The County Auditor of each organized county,
shall be clerk of the Board of County Commissioners, and
shall attend the meetings o£ the Board, and shall keep a rec-
ord of ihe proceedings, and shall do such other business as ho
shall be required by law.

vacancy how an- SEC. 13. Whenever there shall be a vacancy in the office
tf of County Commissioner, itrom death, resignation, or any

Per diem
mili-ogir

uid

Quorum
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other cause tlmn the expiration of the term for which ha was
elected, and the interests of the county shall require such
vacancy to be filled before the next annual election, the Pro-
bate Judge, Auditor, and Register of Dteds of such county,
or a majority of them, shall meet at the sent of a Justice of
said county, and appoint one or mure CummiBBloners as the
case may be, who shall continue in office until the nest annual
election, and until the Commissioner or Commissioners then
elected shall be qualified, and no longer; and the absence
of any Commissioner from the county tor six months in
succession, shall be deemed a resignation of office.

SEO. 14. The Commissioners of each county respectively,
shall have and use A common seal for the purpose of sealing^.
their proceedings, and the seal of the County Auditor shall B]one^
be such seat; mid copies of the same, when signed and sealed
by said Commissioners, and Attested by their clerk, shall be
good evuluiiue of such proceedings in the ivml of any cause
in any couniy of this State.

SBC. ifi. The Commissioners aforesaid, at their annual
session in January, oi' at their first session in each and every
year, sliall elect one of their number to preside at the meei-Ohairmm to u
ings of the Board, and he shall sign all documents requiring clectcd

the signature of the Board, and the signature of such person,
as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, attested by the
Auditor, shall be as legal and binding as if the entire Board
had affixed their names; Provided, That in case said chairman
so elected, shall be absent at any meeting or the Board, all
documents requiring the signature of the Board shall bo signed <
by all the members present.

SEC. 16. The Buard oT ̂ Commissioners, at their Annual
meeting in January, shall elect from the qualified electors of
the several election districts of their respective counties, or .
of the counties attached thereto for judicinl purposes, and
make out a list of fifty persons, properly qualified, to serve f*™* ««Iv««*

d * 1 1 i * f Jurors
w jurors, and another list of seventy-two persons,

properly qualif :ed, to serve as petit jurors, which lists shall
be certified and signed by tho chairman of the Board, and
attested by the clerk of the Board, and shall be forthwith
delivered to the Clerk of the District Court; Provided, That
if in nny of the counties the Couniy Commissioners shall not
be able to select the number required by this Section for
grand and petit jurors, they shall be authorized to select a
less number, and iho highest number possible.

SEC. 17. If {or any cause sxu-h list B\it\\l not be made and
delivered as aforesaid, by the Board of County Commissioners u"timvbon»<t*
at their annual meeting in January, it shrill be their duty to at •P""*'*=*»»
make out and deliver the same as aforesaid, at any regular or
special session thereafter.

SBC. 18. In preparing such list the Board of County
Commissioners shall select such persons as they know, or Pmuu

10
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be qualified

provide oflim
for office™

good reason to believe, are possessed of the qualifications
fey law required of persons to serve as jurors.

Sac. 19. It shall be the duty of the Board of Commission-
•ers to provide offices for the Sheriff, the Register of Deeds,
and the Clerk of the District Court, aud also to provide all
books and stationery necessary for the use of the Board, the
office of Register of Deeds, and County Surveyor, and all
books and stationery necessary for tho use of the Clerk of the
District Court, Probate Court, and County Treasurer, and
also provide convenient desks for the preservation and security
of the books and other documents in the several offices';
Provided, That said Commissioners shalf not appropriate for
such purposes in any one year more than one hundred (100)
dollars to any one office for the purposed above mentioned.

Sxc. 20. It shall be the duty of the Board of County
Commissioners, whenever any Register of Deeds of their
proper county, on presentment by the grand jury, shall be
found guilty of misconduct in discharging his official duties,
to rcmove llim f'om office; and in case the office of Register
°^ Deeds shall become vacant by death, resignation or other-
wise, the said Board shall meet forthwith, at the place where
their next regular meeting would be held, and appoint some
suitable person to perform the duties of the said office until
the next annual election, or until his successor is duly elected
aud qualified.

S&c. 31. The Board of Commissioners at their annual
meeting in January, shall make a full and accurate statement
of the receipts and expenditures of the preceding year, which

or com-atatement shall contain a full and impartial description of each
miHi<mci*-*iuLtite»i, for whom, and on what account received, to whom paid,

and ou what account expended, together with an accurate
statement of the finances of the county at tho end of the
fiscal year, including all debts and liabilities of every descrip-
tion, and the assets and the other means to discharge the
same, and have the same posted up at the court house door,
and at two other public places in their respective counties,
and published in some newspaper in their county, if there be
one, for three successive weeks.

SEC. 22. The several Boards of County Commissioners
are authorized to fix the amount of county tax to be assessed,
and cause the same to be collected, but no tax shall bo asses-
sed, nor any debt created by said Board for the erection of

neMto C0urt houses, jails, or other county buildings, without being
first authorized by a vote of the electors of the county ; Pro-
vided. That the County Commissioners shall not be authorized, * f , , 1 1 / 1
to expend, an amount of money exceeding one thousand (1000)
dollars for any extraordinary purpose, unless the same haa
been submitted to the people, and by them approved; Pro-
vided, however. That the Board of County Commissioners
shall not in any one year levy for county purposes a tax to

a* amount of
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exceed three (3) mills on the dollar-of tlie taxable property in
the county, unless first authorized so to do by a vote of the
.people of the county; And further Provided, That no more
debt shall be created, ov bond or other evidence of debt issued,
jn any one year to a greater amount than one-half of the tax
for that year levied, and such bond or other evidence of debt
shall be made payable on or before tho expiration of the fiscal
you* in which it is issuad; And Provided fart/ur, That on
and after the first day of May next, no orders or warrants
shall be drawn on any County Treasurer to n greater amount
than nne-half of the tax levied for tho year in such county,
until there is money in the treasury to pay tho same, and the
County Treasurer shall notify the Board of County Commis-
•sioncra whenever the amount of orders issued in any year,
and remaining unpaid, shall amount to OOP-half the tax levied
for that year, and thereafter no orders shall bo issued until the
Treasurer shall notify the Board that there is money in the
treasury to meet the same; nothing; herein contained shall be
construed so as to prohibit the issuing of bonds by any county
for the purpose of paying debts and liabilities already existing,
or to take up bonds or orders already issued.

SEC. 23. The Board of Commissioners shall have full
power to examine and settle all accounts of the receipts and
expenditures of the county, and shall have the care of the
county property and tho management of the county funds and
business, except in cases otherwise provided for, but shall,
•exercise no other powers than such as are given by law. rowers of Com-

Much Board shall, in addition to tho powers above enumer-mlsd(inc"
ated, have power to set off, organize, and vacate towns, and
change the boundaries thereof in their respective counties, to
designate the time and place of holding the first election
therein, and make all necessary orders for the disposition and
preservation of the records of any town which may be vacated
by said Board; Provided, That no town shall be vacated, nor
any town with an area of thirty-six sections or less shall be
divided or have any part stricken therefrom without first sub-
mitting the question to a vote of the electors of the town.

SEC. 24. There shall be elected on the first Tuesday of
of April next, at the regular township election five or three,
as tho case may be, County Commissioners, in each organized
county in this State, who shall qualify according to the pro-
visions of this Act; and the said Commissioners so qualified
shall hold their respective offices until their successors shall
be elected and qualified, and until said Commissioners are so
qualified, the County Supervisors shall act as tho County
Board.

SEC. 25. The said election shall be conducted in all respects
as for other county officers, at the regular annual election, and
the returns made by the Auditor in like manner, who -shall
canvass the votes according-to law, and forthwith issue cer-
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ti&cntcs of election to the persons en tilled to the same.
SEC 26. The said Commissioners shall meet at their county

seat on the first Monday of June, in the year eighteen hundred
OommisdonBrato au(j Bjltyf nn(i proceed to lay off their respective counties into
dwrtct coiutjr commjaaioner districts, in "conformity to the provisions of

this Act, and the clerk ot the Board shall make a complete
record of their proceedings.

SEC. 27. The Board of Commissioners of any county, not
divided into towns, shall at their stated meeting in said county

fiach yMT> fav\fo tnejr county into road and assessment
1"018' nn(l alial1 appoint a person of suitable qualifications

- Assessor for each district, and one as overseer of roads in
u> mad ami w-cacli road district, who shall reside within the limits thereof,
KMmaotdUtrictaand shall respectively possess the powers nnd perform the

duties of n town assessor and a to* 11 overseer of roads, and
shall each hold his offico for the term of one year.

SEC. 28. The Commissioners of such county shall at their
stated meetings in January and September, upon the petition
of not less than ten legal voters, noi residing within ten miles
of any established election district, create and establish
•within said county an election district, at such point as will

Election dWricubo most convenient for the persons so petitioning; but ^no
when citaiiibhed ptflCQ for holding elections shall be located in said election

district within ten miles of any other place of holding elections
previously established, nor shall the Commissioners create

. any election district, except at the lime of their staled
meetings, nnd then only in compliance with the request of ten
or more legal voters residing nob less than teu miles from any
established election district. '

SKC. 29. The Board of Commissioners of such county at.
their session last before an election, shall appoint judges of

cmamb&maa to election tor each election district, and they shall thereupon
ippoiDtjudgcaor Cause notice to be posted in at least three of the most public
0"cUoB places in such county, containing a complete list of all such

election districts, with tho names of the several judges of
election in each election district.

SEC. 30. There shall be elected in each of such election
districts, at the general State election, two Justices of the

Election of jiu- Peace and two Constables, who shall hold their respective
tioaudCoDsta- offices for the term of two years, and until their successors
MM shall be elected and qualified, and shall take tho oath of office

and execute tho bond required by law, such bond to bo
approved by the chairman of the County Board; and any
vacancies that may occur in either of said offices, shall bo
filled by appointment of the County Board.

rtpenud oaths Suc.'si. The official oaths and other papers required by
to b« Otod with law to be filed in the offices of Town Clerk, shall in all conn-
Rc#rtcr ties not divided into towns, be filed with the Register of Deeds

for such county.
SEC. 32. And in all each counties* for the purpose of
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fiwilitatioe s«ch organization aa herein provided, all officers Offlce™?"'enat

° * • •• p t • i it v •finiuuelectionnecessary to the organization of sucb coanlies, shall be
chosen at 'the annual election in April next, and all officers
ao chosen shall hold their offices until their successors are
sleeted and qualified, according to the requirements of law.

SEC. 33. It shall not be lawful for any Commissioner Commissioner to
•either directly or indirectly, to take or receive any contract, j1*™ nt> Interert

or to have any interest in any contract which may be entered an»'COIltl*!t

into by the said Board.
SEC. 34. Chapter seven (7) of the'Re vised Statutes, the same

being; Section two hundred and fifty-one (251) to two hundred
And sixty-three (363) inclusive, of Chapter one (1) of the ««i«ai <
Public Statutes of Minnesota, and all of Article one (1) ofBtatutCB

Chapter eight (8) of the RevUed Statutes, And nil Acts and
.parts of Acts, inconsistent with this Act, be and the same
Are hereby repealed, but such repeal shall not effect the validity
of any la* levied by authority of the law as repealed, nor in
any manner invalidate any tax title arising therefrom.

$J£C. 35. This Act shall take effect and be in force from.
*nd after the first day of April next.

AMOS UOGGSWELL,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

IGNATIUS DONNELLY,
President of the Senate.

Approved Februarv twenty-eighth, one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty. " ALEX. RAMSEY.
SJKCIIKTAKY'S OFFICE, MINNESOTA.)

February 28th, 1860. f .
•I hereby certify the foregoing to be n true copy of the orig-

inal on .file ia this office.
J. H. BAKED, Secretary of State,

CHAPTER XVI.

An Actfo amend an act entitled "An Act to Or-
ganize and DisoipH/n^ tJte Militia and Volunteer
'Militia?passed August 12$, 1858.

SECTIOS 1.- Repeal of Section thirty-seven and substitute.
2. Amendment ol Section seventeen, relative to uniforms.


