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Be it enccted by the Legislature of the State of Alinnesotu:
ARTICLE L

Secrrow 1. All the rights, powers, duties, privileges, and
immunities of the several counties shall remain as now estab- ;:::k‘;:":
lished, until the same shall be altered by law. tabillshed
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Ske. 2. Each organized county within this State shall be
Powers of Coun. ® DOy politic and corporate, and, as such, shall be empowered
thes to act for the following purposes, to wit:

First-—To sue nnd be sued.

Secondd—"To purchase and hold real and personal estate for
the use of the county, and lJands sold for taxes, as provided
by law,

Third —'To sell and convey any real and personal estals,
owned by the county, and make such order respecting the
same 18 may be deemed conducive to the interests of the ju-
habitants.

Fourth—Te make all contracis and do allother acts in rela-

. tion Lo the property and coucerns of the county, necessary to
the exercise of its corporate and administrative powers.

Fifth—"To exercise such further powers as shall be specially
conferred by law.

See. 3. All real and personal estate heretofore conveyed,
or which shall hereafter be conveyed, by any form of convey-
ance, to any county, or the inhabitants thereof, or to any

nveyancesof PETSON or persons for the use and benefits thereof, or its inhab-

*ate o counties 152018, shall be deemed to be the property of such county;
aud a)i such conveyances shall have the same force and etiect
as if they had been made to the inhabitants of such county by
their respective corporate names.

Comrbdonerste S50+ 4 The powers of the county, as p body politic and

wxcrole corporate, can only be exercised by the Board of Commission-

of county ers theregof, or in pursuance of a resolution by them adopted.

Sgc. 5. The County Commissioners, or other public
officers having the charge and management of the county Jands,
may, by their order of record, appoint agents to sell and
convey any renl estate of their county; and all deeds made
in behalf of the inhabitants of the county by such agents,
under their proper hands and seals, and duly acknowledged
and recorded, shall be sufficient to all intents and purposes, to
convey all the right, title, interast, and estate whatever, which
the county may ther have to the lands so eonveyed.

Sko. 6. Each county organized for judicial purposes, shall
provide a suitable court house, and a suitable and sufficient
Conaty tuildtings Jail, and fire-prool offices and other necessary buildings, and

keep the sama in good repair.

Bec. 7. In case of the escape of any prisoner by resson

. of the insufficioncy of the jail, whereby the Sheriff shall be
comnty @ reip. Mde liable to any party at whose suit such person was com-
l-re - maney cod- Mitted, or to whose uge any forfeiture was adjudged against
l<tulof Sheri hiim, the county shall reimburse all sums of money recovered

of tha Sheriff by such party on account of such eseape.

Sec. 8. All actions, local or transitory, against any county

Actors rmnt may be commenced and prosecuted to final judgment in the
cammty District Court of the county against which the action is
brought.

Conveyance of
Linils of connty
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Sre. 9. Any action, local or transitory, in which any
county shall be plaintiff, may be commenced and prosecuted yeon may pe
to fina! judgment, in the county in which the defendant in yroseented in
sach action resides. When apy action shall be commenced ety of defnu-
agninst a county, a copy of the summons shall be left with st
the Clerk of the Board of Counly Commiasioners, either
during a session of the Board, or so that a session shall inter-
vene between the day of leaving the copy of sucl semmons,
and the return day thereof; thers shall always be ten days
batween the service and return of every such sumwons in all
actions brought by or against any county. The inhabitants
of the county so suing or being supd, may be jurors or wit-
nesses, if otherwise competent or qualified according to law.

Sec. 10. Whenever any controversy or causo of action
shall exist between any of the counties of this Btate, or yettons netween
hetween any county and the State, ot individual or individ- countiestow cun-
als, such proceedings ehall be had for the purpose of trying ducted
and finally settling such controversy, and the same shall be
conducted in the like manner, and the judgment or decree
theroin shall have the like effoct as in suits or proceedings
between individuals and corporations.

Sec. 11. In all suits or proceedings by or against a
county, the name in which the county shall sue or be sued, xume vy which
shall be < the Board of County Commissioners of the county cemntiesshall sue
of >’ (the name of the county); but this provision andve sued
shall not prevent other county officers, when auchorized by
lawn, from suing in their name of offica for the benefit of the
county.

Szc. 12. In all lagal proceedings against the Board of
Commissioners of any county. the process shall be served on p, oo 0 1o
the Clerk of the said Board, and whenevor such suit or pro- .rved an arn
ceeding shall be commenced, it shall be the duty of the said of Beant ur #u.
clerk forthwith to notify the County Attorney for said county, prixra
and to lay belore the Board of Commissionurs at their next
annual meeting all the information he may have in regard to
such suit or proceedings.

Sec. 13. Any action in favor of, or against a county, ction het
which, if prosecuted by or against an individual, could hej .- ‘L™
prosecuted before n Justice of the Peace, may bs prosecuted ‘
by or against such county in like manner before a Justice of
the Peace.

Sec. 14. In all suits or proceedings prosecuted by or
against counties, or by or against county officeis in their costs
name of office, costs shall be recoverable a8 in suita between
individuala.

Sec. 15, When any judgwent shall be recovered against
the Board of Commissioners of any couunty, or against any¥ joaments o
county officer, in any acviion prosecuted by or against him in conceteg ana
his name of office, where the same shall be paid by the county, pasa
no execution shall be awarded or issued upon such judgment
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except as herein provided; such judgment, unless revorsed,
shall be levied and collected as other county charges, and
when eo collected shall be paid by the County Treasurer 1o
the person in whose favor such judgment was rendered, upon
the delivery of a proper voucher therefor ; but if payment be
not made within thirty days after the time the collector of
taxes is required by law to make his return of county taxes,
next after the renditiou of such judgment, then and in that
ovent, execution may be issued on-such judgment; Provided,
That if at the time of the rendition of such judgment, thera
.ghal} be sufficient funds belonging to the county in the treas-
ury, it shall be the duty of the Treasurer to pay the same
upon application being made to him by the person in whose
favor such judgment was rendered, his agent or attorney.

ARTICLE II.

NOARD OF COTNTY COMMINSIOXERN.

$Ec, 1. Each and every county in the State shall be
deemed an organized county for the purposes provided for in
this Ast, and in each and every county there shall be a Board
of County Commissioners. In those counties in which at the
Inst goneral alection, there were cast eight hundred votes or

Klestion of Cou, OVEDs the sa.i.d Board shall consist of five members, and in all

ty Commimion. OLher counties, of three members; tho term of office of the

era—term of or. 80id Cominisaioners shall he one year, and until their succes-

fAee—~when and gors shafl have been elected or appuinted and qualified. In

by whom appoin- gach and every county which has-a township organization,

ind the said Board shsll be elected at the annual election in each
and every year; ard in each and every county which has not
a township organization, the said Board shall bs appointed by
the Governor of the State; and it is kereby made the duty of
the Governor, immediately after the passage of this Aect, to
appoint a Board of Commissioners in each and every of the
last described counties, who ghall be qualified electors of
their respective counties, and shall qualify in the same manner
ag that provided for, for Commissioners, elected in accordance
with the provisions of this Act; and the Board of Commis-
sioners so elected or appoinied, are hereby authorized and
empowered to do and perform such acisand things as are now
or may hereafter be required of them.

Sec. 2. The saveral counties which are organized into
townehips, shall be divided into a number of districts equal
to the number of members constituting the Board of Commis-
sioners of each county, respectively ; the said districts shall

Disisionot couy. D@ bounded by township or ward lines, and shall be composed
ty into distictg O contignous territory, and shall contain as nearly as practi-
cable, an equal amount of population; Provided, That for the
first districting under this Act, the votes cast at the last gen-
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eral election shall be taken ns the indication of the population;
And Provided further, That the Board of Commiasioners
may re-district their counties respectively, after each United
Ntates or State census, taking the population ss shown by
their said census as the basia; and the said districts shall be
numbered in numerical order,
S8egc. 3. In each of said districte one Commissioner shall
be elected by the electors thereof, who shall, at the time of . . .
his election, be a resident of said district, and shall reside ‘;;:‘NL;‘&;:
therein during his continuance in office, and the eleotion of puygoner
gaid Commissioner shall be conducted in all respecis as
that of other county officers, and the returns made and verti-
tied to in like manner to the County Auditor, who shall pro-
ceed to canvass the votes according to law, and issue certifi-
cates of election to the persous entitled to the same.
Bee. 4. If the requisite number of County Commissioners,
shall not be elected by reason of two or more persons having
an equal and the highest number of votes for the said office, pccoatne
the Auditor shall give notice to the several personaso having gue u ik vole
the highest and an equal number of votes, to attead at the
office of the Auditor, at a time to be appointed by tha said
Auditor, who shall then and there proceed publicly to decide
by lot, which of the persons so having an equal number of
votes, ghall ba declared duly elected, and the said Auditor
shall make and deliver to the person thus declared duly elected,
a certificate of his election as hereinbelore provided.
Sec. 5. Each person elected as a Commissioner, shall, on
receiving » certificate of his election, take an oath to support
the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of this
State, and faithfully and impartially to discharge the duties
of his office as such Commissionar, before the Clerk of the Commisiuner to
Districs Court of the proper county, or any other person au- take satb—to be
thorized to administer an oath, which oath being certified on fled
the back of such certificate, under the hand and eeal of the
person admiaistering the same, shall be sufficient authority
for such Commissioner to take his seat with, and act as a
member of the Board, after the first day of January next
succeeding his election; and the said certificate and qualifi-
cation as aloresaid, ghall be filed and remain in the office of
the Clork of said Board,
Sgo. 6. If any County Commissioner, after qualifying as
above, shall neglect or refuse to do his duty in office as pre-
seribed by Iaw, the person so offending shall, on conviction
thereof by indictment, before the District Court of the proper
county, be fined in any sum not exceeding two hundred (200) :::‘:;’ “"H nrz-
dollars; Provided, That nothing herein contained shall pro- o, * ™
hibit aay County Commissioner from resigning his said office,
at any time during the period for which he may have besn
elected; said resignation to be in writing, and laid before the
Board at a stated or special session thereof.
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Beo. 7. The Commissioners thus elected and qualified may
eommissioners  8ue and be sued, defend and be defended, answer and be ans-
oy sue nnd be Wered unto, in any court either in law or equity, and do snd
smed In Leimlf of transact all business on behalf of their respective counties
county that may be assigned to them from time to time by law; and,
in all cases where their respective countics may have been
injured, or may hereafter be injured, in their goods, chattels,
lands, tenements, rights, credits, effects, or contracts, such
Commissiouers ghall and may in their name of office, without
sctiing out their individual names, bring any suit or suits,
action or actions, eilther in law or equity, which may be best
c¢alculated to obtain redress for an injury, in the same way and
manner that private individuals might or could do, and may,
in like manner, by and under their name of office, be sued by any
person or persons baving any manner of ¢laims against such
county.

Bec. 8. The said Board of Commissioners are hereby
authorized to bold extra sessions, in case they may think the
business of the county requires the same: and ten days’
notice from a majority of the Commissioners to the clerk of
their Board shall be considered sufficient authority for said
cierk to call "an extra session, by notifying the remainder of
said Board; Provided, That no such extra session shall exceed
three days. :

8ec. 9. The Commissioners shall each recsive one dollar
and fifty cents (81.50) per day for each aud every day they
may necessarily be employed in transacting the county’s bus-
iness, and six {6) cents par mile for every mile traveled, in
going to and returning from the meeting of the Board, or in
the discharge of any official duty, to be computed by the
most usually traveied route.

Sec. 10. A majority of the Board of Commissioners shall
be a quorum ; Provided, That it shall require the vote of a

Queram  majority of the whole Board to do any buisness.

Sec. 11. The Board of Commissioners shall meet at the
county eeat of their respective counties for the purpose of
transacting such business as may devolve upon or be broughs

Wher Commiss- before them, oun the first Tuesday of January and September

fovers shull meet in each and every year, but no session shall continue longer
than six days; Procided, That no Board of Commissioners
shall demand or receive pay for more than fifteen days’ ser-
vice in any ove year, for attendance at the regular or specisl
sessions,

Beo. 12. The County Auditor of each organized county,
County Audltor shall bae clerk of the Board of County Commissioners, and
1o be clerk of BhAll attend the meetings of the Board, and shall keep a rec-
Commissiners  ord of the proceedings, and shall do such other business a5 ho

shall be required by law,
Vaemncyhow gi-  SEC. 13. Whenever there shall be a vacaney in the office
o of County Commissioner, from death, resignaiion, or any

Extra gessions

Per diem and
niilenge
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other canses than the expiration of the term for which hs was
elected, and the interests of the conuty shall require such
vacancy to be filled beforo the uext annual election, the Pro-
bate Judge, Auditor, and Register of Deeds of such county,
or & majority of thers, shall meet at the seat of a Justice of
said county, and appoint one or more Commissioners as the
case muy be, who shall continue in office until the next annual
election, and until the Commissioner or Commissioners then
elected shall be qualified, and no longer; and the absence
of any Commissivner from the county tor six months in
succession, shall be deemed 2 resignation of offize.

8go. 14. The Commiasioners of each county respectively,
shall have and use a common eeal for the purpose of sealing . .
their proceedings, and the seal of the County Auditor shall o€ Coambe
be such seal; und copies of the same, when signed and sealed
by said Commissivners, and rttested by their clerk, shall be
good evidence of such proceedings in the trinl of any cause
in any couniy of Lhis State. .

8ec. i5.  The Cummissioners aforesaid, at their annusl
sessivn in January, or at their first sesaion in each and every
year, shall elect one of their number to preside at the meet- Oboirman to be
tngs of the Board, and he shall gign all documenis requiring ¢lected
the signature of the Beard, and the signature of such person,
as Chairman of the Buard of Commissioners, attesied by the
Auditor, ghall be as legal and binding as if the entire Board
had afiixed their names; Provided, That in cate said chairman
so eclected, shall Le absent at any meeting of the Board, all
documente requiring vhe signature of the Board shall bo signed .
by all the members present.

Sgc. 16. The Buard of *Commissioners, at their annual
meeting in January, shall elect from the qualified electors of
the saveral election disiricts of their respective counties, or
of the counties aitached thereto for judicinl purposea, and
make out a_list of fifty persons, properly qualilied, to serva frnd e yeil
as grand jurors, and another list of seventy-twe persons,”
properly qualiFed, o serve as pelit jurors, whicl: Jists shall
be certified and signed by the chaivman of the Board, and
attested by the clerk of the Board, and shall be forthwith
delivered to the Clerk of the District Court; Provided, That
if in any of the counties the County Commissioners shall not
be able to select the number reguired by this Section for
grand and petit jurors, they shalt be authonzed to select a
less number, and the highest number possible.

fge. 17.  If for any cause such list shall not be made and
delivered as nforesaid, by the Board of County Commissioners Listmay bomade
at their anuual meeting in January, it shall be their duty to o fpedal seaion
make out aud deliver the came as aforesaid, at any regular or
special seesion thereatter.

Skc. 18. In preparing such list the Board of County
Commissioners shall select such persons as they know, or Perssos seiected

10
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whoare knownto’have good reaaon to believe, are possessed of the qualifications
bequaliied by law required of persons to serve as jurors,

Src. 19. It shall be the duty of the Board of Commission-
rs to provide offices for tha Bheriff, the Register of Deads,
and the Clerk of the District Court, and also to provide ali
books and stationery nevessary for the use of the Board, the

Commissioncrs to 0TiC8 of Register of Deeds, and County Burveyor, and al}

provide ofices  D00k8 and siationery necessary for tho use of the Clerk of the

fos officers District Court, Probate Court, and County Treasurer, and
also pravide convenient desks for the preservation and security
of the books and other documents in the several offices;
Provided, That said Commissioners shall' not appropriate for
such purposes in any one year more than cne hundred (100)
dollats to any one office for the purposen above mentioned.

Sec. 20. It shall be the duty of the Board of County
Commissioners, whenever any Register of Deeds of their
propsr covnty, on presentment by the grand jury, shall be

o found guilty of misconduct in discharging his official duties,

:“"‘“:’:a":;“; _to remove him from office; and ih case the office of Register

et o of Deeds shall become vacant by death, resignation or other-

cancy wise, the said Board shall meet forthwith, at the place where
their next regular meeting would be held, and appofnt some
suitable person to perform the duties of the said office until
the next annual election, or until his successor is duly elected
and qualified,

Szc, 21. The Board of Commissioners at their annual
meeting in January, shall make a full and accurate statement
of the receipts and axpenditures of the preceding year, which

Hapoct of Com- Statement sgall contain a fol) and impariial description of each
missloncis—what item, for whom, and on what acdount received, to whom paid,
10 coptaln and on what account expended, together with an accuratas
+ statement of the finances of the county at the end of the
fiscal year, including all debts and liabilities of every descrip-
tion, and the assets and the other means to discharge the
same, and have the earme posted up at the court house doer,
and at two other public places in their respective counties,
&nd published in some newspaper in their county, if there be

ons, for three successive weeks.

Sg0. 22. The several Boarda of County Commissioners
are authorized to fix the amount of county tax to be assessed,
and cause the same to be collected, but no tax shall bo asses-
ged, nor any debt created by said Board for the erection of

Cemmissaneraio court houses, jails, or other county buildings, without being
fx smount of firgt anthorized by a vote of the electors of the county; Pro-
mm vided, That the County Commissioners shall not be authorized
mlis endolw 10 €xpend an amount of money exceeding one thousand (1000)
dollars for any extraordinary purpose, unless the same has
been submitied to the people, and by them approved; Pro-
vided, however. That the Board of County Commissioners
shall not in any one yearlevy for county purposes a tax to
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exceed Lhrea (3) mills on the dollar-of the taxable property in
the county, unless first authorized so o do by a vete of the
paople of the county; -Lnd surther Provided, Tha; no more
debt ghalt be created, or bond or other evidence of debtigsued,
in nny one year to a grealer amount than one-half of the tax
for that vear levied, and such bond or other evidence of debt
shall be made payable on or before the expiration of the fisesi
yenr in which it is issead; .lnd LProvided further, That on
and after the first day of May next, no orders or warrants
shall be drawn on any County Treasurer to a greater amount
than one-half of the tax levied for the year in such county,
until there is money in the treasury to pay the same, and the
¢County ‘Freasurer shall notify the Board of County Comumis-
-sioners whenever the amount of orders issued in any year,
and remaining uapaid, shall amount to one-half the tax levied
for that year, and thereafter no orders shall bo issued until the
I'reasurer shall netify the Board that there is money in the
treasury to meat the same; nothing herein contained shall be
construed so as to prohibit the issuing of bonds by any county
for the purposc of paying debts and liabilities already existing,
or to take up bonds or orders already issued.

See. 23. 'The Board of Commissioners shall have full
power to examine and eettle all ascounts of the receipts and
expeniditures of the county, and shall have the care of the
county property and the management of the county funds and

business, excepl in cases otherwise provided for, but shall

cxargise no other powers than sueh as ave given by law.
Buch Board shall, ir addition to tho powers above enumer-
ated, have power to set off, organize, and vacate towns, and
change the boundarios thereof in their reapactive counties, to
designata the time and place of holding the first election
therein, and make all necessary orders for the disposition and
preservation of the records of any town which may be vacated
by said Board; Provided, That no towan shall be vacated, nor
any town with an area of thirty-six eections or less shall be
divided or have any part stricken therefrom without first sub-
mitting the question to a vote of the elactors of the town.
BEc. 24. There sbail be elected on the first Tuesday of
of April uext, at the regular township election five or three,
as tho cage may be, County Commissioners, in each organized
county in this State, who shall qualify according to the pro-
visiong of this Aet; and the said Commissioners so qualified
ghall bold thair respective offices until their suceessors shall
be elgcted and qurlified, and until said Commissioners are so
%ualiﬁed, the County Supervisors shall act as the County
oard, ’
Szc. 25. Thesaid election shall be conducted in all respects
as for other county officers, at the regular annual election, and

TPowers of Com-
mlssloners

-Eleeﬁou of Com-
missioners

the roturns mads by the Auditor in like manuer, who shall Manner of con-

canvass the votes according to Jaw, and forthwith issue cer-
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tifientes of election to the persons entitled to the same.

Sec 26. 'The said Commissioners shall meet at their county

seat on the first Monday of June, in the year eighteen hundred

g:l“m“:;“’ and sixty, and proceed to Iny off their regpective counties into
commissioner districts, in conformity 1o the provisions of
this Act, and the clerk of the Boord shall make a complete
record of their proceedings.

Sec. 27. 'The Board of Commiasioners of any vounty, not
divided into towns, shall at their stated meeting in said county

Commission<rsof i, gpely year, divide their county into road and assessment

countles not & .. _ . A . . .

iaed nto tonns di€tricts, and shall appoint a person of suitable qualifications

to dividethem In. 88 Assessor for each district, nnd one ns overseer of ronds in

to read and as-cach road district, who shall reside within the limits thereof,

wsmentdistricts and shall respectively possess the powers and perform the
duties of a town assessor and a town overseer of roads, and
shall each hold his offica for the term of one vear.

Sec. 28. 'The Commissioners of such county shall at their
stated meetings in January and September, upon the petition
of not less than ten legal volers, not residing within ten miles
of any established election district, ereate and establish
within said county an election district, at such point as will

Flestlon districts be most convenient for the persons so pelitioning; but no
when catablished place for holding elections shall be located in said election
district within ten miles of any other place of holding elections
previously established, nor sball the Commissioners create
.ony eleciivn_district, except at the time of their stated
meetings, and then only in complianee with the request of ten
or mora legal voters residing not less than ten miles from any
established eleclion district. )

Suc. 29. The Board of Commissioners of such county at
their session last befors an election, shalt appoint judges of

Comminsaners to alaction for ench election district, and they shall thereupon

appolat judges of sruse notice to be posted in at least three of the most public
places in such county, containing a complete list of all such
clection districts, with the names of the several judges of
olection in each election district.

See. 30, Thero shall be elected in each of such election
districts, at the genernl State election, two Jusiices of the

Eloctlon of Jus- Peace and 1wo Constables, who shall hold their respective

thoea and Consta- Oftices for the term of two years, and until their successors

blos shall be elected and qualified, and shali take the oath of office
and execute the bond required by law, such bund to be
approved by the chairman of the County Board; and any
vacancies that may oceur in either of said offices, shall be
filled by appointment of the County Board.

Papersasdcatis  SEC. 31.  The official oaths and other papers required by

te b fied with law to be filed in the office of Town Clerk, shall in all coun-

Reglster ties not divided into towns, be filed with the Reyister of Deeds
for such connty.

Sgc. 32. And in all soch counties, for the purpose of
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facilitating such organization as herein provided, all officers OBcerschomnat
necessaryg to the organization of suchp counties, shall be ™™ deeton
chosen at ‘the annual election in April next, and all officers

a0 chosen shall hold their offices until their successors are

alected and qualified, according to the requirements of law.

Suc. 33. 1t ehall not be lawful for any Commissioner Commissioner ta
«aither directly or indirectly, to take or receive any contract, 23ve mo Inferest
of 1o have any interest in any contract which may be entered * *¥ et
into by the said Board.

Sec. 34. Chapterseven (7)of the Revised Statutes, the same
being Section two hundred and fifty-one (251) to two hundred
and sixty-three (263) inclusive, of Chapter one (1) of the Repeal of Pudlic
Public Statutes of Minuesota, and all of Article one (1) of Seatutes
Chapter eight (8) of the Revised Statutes, and nll Aects and

aris of Acts, inconsistent with this Act, be and the same
are heraby repealed, but such repeal shall not effect the validity
of any tax levied by authority of the law ns repealed, norin
any manner invalidate any tax title arising therefrom.

SEc. 35. This Aet shall tnke effect and be in foree from
and after the tirst day of April next,

AMOS COGGSWELL,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
IGNATIUS DONNELLY,
President of the Sankte.

Approved February twenty-eighth, vne thousand eight hun-
drad and sixty. ALEX. RAMSEY.
SeceeTaky’s Orrice, MINNESOTA,

February 28th, 1880.

I hereby ceriify the foregoing to be a true copy of the orig-

inal on file ia this office. .
J. 1L Baxen, Secrelary of State,

CHAPTER XVI.

An Actite amend an act entitled “An Act to Or
ganize and Discipline the Militia and Volunteer
Ailitia,” passed August 12th, 1858.

Secriox 1. Repeat of Soebion thiriy-seven and subatitute.
4, Amentiment of Section seventeen, relative to uniforms.



