MEMORIALSE.

NUMBER XXIX.
Menonal to Cougres yor u Modifieation of the Preeapnoa Lanc.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Represcutatives of the
United States in Congress Arsembled. This Memorial of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota most respactfully represents:

That 5 modification of the present Pre-emption Law, so as to enable the
sottlers to pre-erapt one hundred and rixty (160} acres of land, in two
separonte parcely, is greatly needed, and, in order to a genaral settlement of
the whole Territory, is imperatively demanded.

Your Memorialists beg leave to state that the unequal distribution of
timber and prarie renders it impossible that both can be settled up in con-
formity to the existing pre-emption law, for tho reason that the whole
southern portion of Minnesota, at least, cousists of large open tracts of
prairie, with comparatively small bodies of timber. Hence, it is impossible
that more than one tier of furms around shch bodies of timber can be oc-
cupied in conformity to the spirit of the present law, for the want of the
necesgary timber to support such farms.

Your Memorialists would beg leave further to say that a Jarge number
of persons have settled upon these prairie lands, under the impression that
there was o Territorial Statute law ullowing them to take up their landsin
two separste parcels, which would be sufficiont for theirprotection. Under
that impression they hove gone on in good faith, builded their houses, and
hoproved their farms, with a view t0 a permanent home for themselves
and their families.

Now, after having settled in this uew couutry, murked out and establish-
ed roates for other emigrants to come after them, opened up the resources
of the country—and after their homes have begun to assume the appear-
ance of permanence and comfort, they find themselves in this predica-
ment, viz: They must either abandon their liomes, for which they have
traveled far and sacrificed s0 much, or cuoitivate the open prairie without
the necessary timber to do »0; ela be compelled to pay the ruthless specu-
!ator his exorbitant price for timber essential to their use.

Therefore your memorialists most respectfuily ask your Honorable Body
to so nmend the existing preemption law as will enable settlers to pre-cmpt
one bundred and twenty &20) acres of prairie lond, forty (40) acres of
timber land.

And your Memorialists will ever pray.

CH‘éARLES g‘ARDNEJ_R,
Spenkzr o House ¢ yestaafatives.
JOH'_{‘;‘ B. BRISBRIi‘?,
Presideat of the Counat.
AvrrovEp—F'eb. first one thousand eight hundred and ffty-siz
W. A. GORMAN.

1 hereby certify the foregoing to he a correct copy of the original Me-

morial on file in this office.
J. Traviy Rosser,
Secretary of the Territory of Minnsscte.
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