B5d MEMORITALS

NUMBER XVII.

A Memorial of tie Legistative Assenbly of the Thrritory of Minnssola tothe Congress of the
United Siates Relative lo Granting the Right of Citizenship to Certovn Indions.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States in Congress Assembled: The Memorial of the Legislative
Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota respectfully represents:

Forgrantlog the  That through the influence of Missionaries and intercourse with the
iy Ci: whites, Indians are from time to time withdrawing from aboriginal habits,
dians and not only nssume the dress but the mode of life of the whites.

That under existing laws there is no adeqnate menns for making that
permanent and complete change in the condition of those Indians, neces-
sary to lead them to hecome useful citizens, or to induce others to follow
in their footsteps.

'That by graoting the right of citizenship to all such s, by the changs
in their habits and mode of life, may merit such grivilege, 8 great step
wonld be gained in the progress of the tribes around us, in the path of eiv-
ilization,

That no moral change which may be wrought in an Indian under our
present eystem, can affect a political change in their condition. An Indian,
although he may have abandoned his tribe, assumed the dress of the white
man,»od by his industry hag opened himself a farm, cannot, under our
laws at present, cbtain @ title to that form, or enjoy any of the many fran- -
chizes and priviteges which his mode of life and knowledge of our instito-
tions should secure to him. He, therefore, by becoming in feeling and
hobit & white man, looses his position in his tribe, while he gains no politi-
cal rights nnder our laws.

Yoor Memerialists would thereforo respectfully urge your Honorable
Bodies, the necessity of the passage of a law which wonld enable the Ter-
‘ritoria} Legislature to confer upon such Indians as may from time to time
ussume the habits of the whites, all the rights, privileges, and immunities
which are enjoyed by any other citizon. This would enable the Legisla-
ture to discriminate between those who have, and thoss who have not suf-
ticiently advanced in the scule of civilization to be entitled to enjey the
rights of citizenghip within the limits of our Territory,

Aund, srin duty heund, your Memorialista will ever pray.

CHARLES GARDNER,
Speaker of the Howse of Representatives.
JOHN B. BRISBIN,

President of the Council.
ArrroveD—Fehruary eighteenth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
ux. N .

W. A. GORMAN,
I bereby certify the foregoing to e a correct copy of the original Me-

morial os file in this office.
J. Travis BRossiz,
Secretary of Minnssota Territory.



