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term of the District Court at such time as the District Judge may desig-
nate until otherwise fixed by law,
Thisotdecared  Sec. 9. This act is hereby declared to be a public actand shall be con-
strued favorably to said corporatoion in all Courts.
Power to modity  Sxc. 10. The Legizlature may modify or amend this act at any time,
or slnend. J. 8. NORRIS,
Speaker of House of Representalives.
WM. P. MURRAY,
President of the Council.

Arrrovep—March third, eighteen hundred and fifty-five,
W. A. GORMAN.

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the originl aacton
fle in this office.
J. Taavis Rosser,
Secretary of Minnesota Territory.

————— Al

CHAPTER LXIIL,

A Bill to provide for the itmprovement of navigation of the
Minnesota River.

Sroriow 1. Corporate name and company, their powers and liabilities.

2. The construction of a dam authorized acoording to the discretion
of the Directors of the company.

3. Construction of a canal or channel between Lac Traverse aand the
Minnesota river,

4. Power to make cxcavations and improvements granted,

5. Of the by-lawa and officers of the company.

6. The President shall sipn all contracts, and such signature, under
certain circumstances, admissable as evidence in courts.

7. The election and appointment of officers.

8. When and how the by-laws may be adupted.

9. Stockto be prescribed by the by-laws—siviuion into shares-—trans-
ferable and made payable.

10. Toll to be charged for paseage through the canal and the maooer,
when necessary, of eecuning it.

11. Time within which the dam ghall be builv—~the capacity of the
caunal-—dam to be kept in good repeir. .

12. Power granted to construct wing-dams, baoms, piling, &c., when
necessary, and the liability of persons wilfully injuring the
works of the mmp&ns.

13. Of contracting debts and liabilities.

14. 'When the company shall construct a lock.

15. l‘lvi%hts reserved by the Legislature.
16. en this act gball take effect. .
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Be it enacied by the Legitlative Assambly of the Tarritory of Minnosota:

Brorion 1. That George Culon, Joseph R. Brown, Joseph Roletie and I=prevement o
8. ¥. Brown, and such ot.h:gl-e ersons as ul:ay hereafter be ll:asociat.ed With v s
them in the manner and for the purposes cont.emflnted by this Act, shall
be known in law and equity as the * Minnesota lmprovement Company,”

anq as such may contract and be contracted with, sue and be sued, plead and
be impleaded, in all courta of law and equity in this Territory, and shall
have a common seal, which they may alter at pleasure.
8eo. 2. That said! company shall have power and right fo contract Corporsie Com-
and maintain a dam across the Otter Tail Lake Riverat ahy point within five ’
milesot the junction of Sioux Wood River, with said Otter Tail Lake
River, said Dam to be of such beight and dimensions as the directors of
said company shall deem necessary to turn the current of water of said
Otter Tail Lake River, intossid Sioux Wood River and through said River
into Lac Traverse,
8ro. 3. Thesaid company shall also have power and authority to cut Constracticn of
and construct a canal or channel between Lac Traverse and the Minnesota )
River, of such depth and dimensiona as will permit the free passage of wa-
- ter from Lac Traverse to the Minnesota River aforesaid.

Sec. 4. The said company shall also have power and authority to Coustrustion of
make such excavations and improvements, in and  along the aforesaid Ot~ * ™"
ter Tail Lake River and Sivux Wood River, s they may deem necessary
for the free passnge of Water Craft, or the more convenient of logs
or lnmber from the outlet of Otter Tail Lake to tho Minnesota Ej'ver.

Sec. 5. The business of said company sball be defined by the by- Excarstions ang
laws of said company, and shall be conductad under a board of theirdirector, '“Provments.
one of whom shall be chosen by the said board of directors as President of
sail company-—and said directors shall be clected by the stockholders
of said company in such manner, and at such times and shall perform
such dutics, as may be prescribed by the by-laws of said company.

Sec. 8. It ghall be the duty of the President of said company, under By-laws and oftt-
the by-iaws of the company, or under the direction of a wajority of the =™
directors, to sign all contracta or other instruments of writing, {et.ween
said corporation and other contracting patties, and such signature, when
attested by the secretary of the company, shall be evidenco in all cases,
that all such contracts, or instrumenta of writing were duly executed by
and in behalf of said company. a

Szc. 7. Thatsaid company shall, by their by-laws, provide for the elec- Presidants sigoa
tion or appointment of a secretary and all such other officers as may ba iretridencetn
deamed necessary, and the duties of all officers of said company, and such
other rules and regulations for conds cting tho affairs of said company,
may be contained in said by-lnws as the said company may deem proper,

Provided thot said by-laws shall contain no provision contrary to the
Constitution and Laws of the United States or the Organic Act and
Laws of this Territory.

Sec. 8. That the by-laws of said company shall be adopted at & prsicn o om.
meeting of the corporators of said company when a majority of all of said eer

rators shall be present, and said by-laws can be altered, rescinded
or amended nt an7 subsequent meeting of tho stockbolders, when stock-
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holders eomtrolling two thirds of thestock of said company shall be pres-
ent and then only by the concurrence of two thirds of the stockholders
present.

Skc. 0. The capital stock of enid company shall be preseribied by the
by-lnws of said company, and shall be devided into shares of Afty dollars
each, and may be issucd at such time and in such mnnner, and may be
transforred and payment of instalments on said sliires demanded aed made
payabla as the by-luws of said cotnpany shall prescribe.

Sec. 10. Said company is hereby authorized and empowered to ask
and receive, demand, sue for and recover of all persons navimating the
canal, between said Lac Traverse and the Minnernin River, with rafts of
any kind, or flat boats, or scows, or other water eraft whatever, and nlso of
permons floating saw loga singly throngh raid camnal, the sum of twen-
ty-five cents fur every thousand feet of sawed lumber, and ten cents per
thousand feet of saw loge, to be computed according to the scale in genes
ral use in the Territory, or such renle as shall be ndopted by the Legirla.
tive Assembly as the legnl seale of the Territory, ten cents for every hun-
dred pounds, carried by any flat boat, scow or other water eraft, aml two
cents fur every foot running mensure of square, hewed nvr round timber,
and any person entrusted with the control of any such rafts, Jops, timber,
flut Loats, seows or other water erft, shall be linble for the payment of
the toll hereby presenlied, and zaid mfis, Joge, timbers, flat boats, scows
or other watercraft may be detnined by the said eonrpany, ontil the pay-
ment of saitl Wl shall buve been pnid, or the  payineut thereof satistac-
torily accounted Tor. .

Sze. 11, The saild company shall build and eomplete. the anid dam
across the snid Otter Tail Luke River, within three years from the yuseagd
of thit act, and within the gaid perind, shall openraid csurl from Lac Tra-
verse to the Minnesotn River rufficiently wide and deeps to permit the wa-
ter from Lnc Traverse to pass through enid eanal as fart as it comes into
gaid Lde Traverse, and snifd company shall keep in good repair and con-
dition the snid dum ncross Otter Tail Lake as aforesaid.

Sgc, 12. The sid compauy are also authorized, to construct and
mninaiu such wing dams, bovne, spaling  or other works necessary o pre-
serve the said enual hetween Lae Traverse and the Miunesaote river, and alro
for eonducting the log , rafts, flat bouts, or other water craft intosaid cannl,
and any person who shall wilfully injure, or deatroy nny of the works of the
said eomnpany, authorized by this set, or any buoildings or other property,
or improvements owned or coustructed unnder uny provisivn of the by-
laws of said company. shall, upon conviction thereot, be  unished by im-
prisonment in the Territorinl pricon not exceeding three years nor less than
six months, and shall grlso be linble to mnid company for the da nage com-
mitted, to be recovered in a civil nction, before any court Laving compe-
tent jurisdiotion,

Sec. 13. No debt or liability of said company ehall ho contracted
except nuthorized at a meeting of the stockholders having & majority in
value of the stock of suid company, and the stockholders of said com-
pany shall be individually liable for all legul demands against said com-
pany.

Sec. 14. Whenevor the navigation of the said Otter Tail Lake River,
below the dam herein authorized to be coustructed, shall render it neces-
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sury, the said company shall construct a lock of sufficient dimeusions to
permit all boats and veasels navigating said river below said dam to pasa
without any any unnecessary obstruction or delay at said dam.

Szo. 15. This act may be altered, amended or repealed by the Legis- c'imlf.mm of
lature of the Terrilory, or future state of Minnesots, at any time after the ™™
expiration of fifteen yoars from the time specified in thia act, for the com-
pletion of the said dam and canal.

Sgc. 16 This act shall take effect and be in force from and after ifs Ackshal taho ef-
pumg; Provided that nothing herein shall be so construed, as to assnme
that the Legislative Assemby confers any right on said company to oocu- Rlghts rescrved.
E{ any lands belonging to any tribe of Indians, without authority from

o proper department of the General Government,

J. 8. NORRIS,
Speaker of the House of Represeniatives.
WM. P. MURRAY,
Presidsat of Council.

Arprovep—February twenty-seventh cighteen hundred and fifty-five,
W. A, GORMAN.

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original bill
on file in this office.
3. Travis Rosers,
Secretary of Minnesola Territory.
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