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CHAPTER 164—S.E.No. 630

Ap act relating to civil law; increasing fees related to marriage and child support; reforming
law relating to child support; establishing criteria for support obligations; defining parents’
rights and responsibilities; appropriating money; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections
357.021, subdivisions la, 2; 518.005, by adding a subdivision; 518.54; 518.55, subdivision 4;
518.551, subdivisions 5, 5b; 518.64, subdivision 2, by adding subdivisions; 518.68, subdivision
2; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 518; repealing Minnesota
Statutes 2004, sections 518.171; 518.54, subdivisions 2, 4, 4a; 518.551, subdivisions 1, 5a, 5¢, 5.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 357.021, subdivision 1a, is amended
to read:

Subd. 1a. TRANSMITTAL OF FEES TO COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE.
(a) Every person, including the state of Minnesota and all bodies politic and corporate,
who shall transact any business in the district court, shall pay to the court administrator
of said court the sundry fees prescribed in subdivision 2. Except as provided in
paragraph (d), the court administrator shall transmit the fees monthly to the
commissioner of finance for deposit in the state treasury and credit to the general fund.

(b) In a county which has a screener-collector position, fees paid by a county
pursuant to this subdivision shall be transmitted monthly to the county treasurer, who
shall apply the fees first to reimburse the county for the amount of the salary paid for
the screener-collector position. The balance of the fees collected shall them be |
forwarded to the commissioner of finance for deposit in the state treasury and credited
to the general fund, In a county in a judicial district under section 480.181, subdivision
1, paragraph (b), which has a screener-collector position, the fees paid by a county
shall be transmitted monthly to the commissioner of finance for deposit in the state
treasury and credited to the general fund. A screener-collector position for purposes of
this paragraph is an employee whose function is to increase the collection of fines and
to review the incomes of potential clients of the public defender, in order to verify
eligibility for that service. ’

(c) No fee is required under this section from the public authority or the party the
public authority represents in an action for:

(1) child support enforcement or modification, medical assistance enforcement, or
establishment of parentage in the district court, or in a proceeding under section
484.702;

(2) civil commitment under chapter 253B;

(3) the appointment of a public conservator or public guardian or any other action
under chapters 252A and 525,

(4) wrongfully obtaining public assistance under section 256.98 or 256D.07, or
recovery of overpayments of public assistance;

(5) court relief under chapter 260;
(6) forfeiture of property under sections 169A.63 and 609.531 to 609.5317,;
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(7) recovery of amounts issued by political subdivisions or public institutions
under sections 246.52, 252.27, 256.045, 256.25, 256.87, 256B.042, 256B.14, 256B.15,
256B.37, 260B.331, and 260C.331, or other sections referring to other forms of public
assistance;

(8) restitution under section 611A.04; or

(9) actions seeking monetary relief in favor of the state pursuant to section
16D.14, subdivision 5.

(d) Fhe fees $20 from each fee collected for child support modifications under
subdivision 2, clause (13), must be transmitted to the county treasurer for deposit in the

county attorneys.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 357.021, subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2. FEE AMOUNTS. The fees to be charged and collected by the court
administrator shall be as follows:

(1) In every civil action or proceeding in said court, including any case arising
under the tax laws of the state that could be transfetred or appealed to the Tax Court,
the plaintiff, petitioner, or other moving party shall pay, when the first paper is filed for
that party in said action, a fee of $235.

The defendant or other adverse or intervening party, or any one or more of several
defendants or other adverse or intervening parties appearing separately from the others,
shall pay, when the first paper is filed for that party in said action, a fee of $235.

The party requesting a trial by jury shall pay $75.

The fees above stated shall be the full trial fee chargeable to said parties
irrespective of whether trial be to the court alone, to the court and jury, or disposed of
without trial, and shall include the entry of judgment in the action, but does not include
copies or certified copies of any papers so filed or proceedings under chapter 103E,
except the provisions therein as to appeals.

(2) Certified copy of any instrument from a civil or criminal proceeding, $10, and
$5 for an uncertified copy.

(3) Issuing a subpoena, $12 for each name.

(4) Filing a motion or response to a motion in civil, family, excluding child
support, and guardianship cases, $55.

(5) Issuing an execution and filing the return thereof; issuing a writ of attachment,
injunction, habeas corpus, mandamus, quo warranto, certiorari, or other writs not
specifically mentioned, $40.

(6) Issuing a transcript of judgment, or for filing and docketing a transcript of
judgment from another court, $30.
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(7) Filing and entering a satisfaction of judgment, partial satisfaction, or
assignment of judgment, $5.

(8) Certificate as to existence or nonexistence of judgments docketed, $5 for each
name certified to.

(9) Filing and indexing trade name; or recording basic science certificate; or
recording certificate of physicians, osteopaths, chiropractors, veterinarians, or optom-
etrists, $5.

(10) For the filing of each partial, final, or annual account in all trusteeships, $40.
(11) For the deposit of a will, $20.

(12) For recording notary commissjon, $100, of which, notwithstanding subdivi-
sion la, paragraph (b), $80 must be forwarded to the commissioner of finance to be
deposited in the state treasury and credited to the general fund.

(13) Filing a motion or response to a motion for modification of child support, a
fee fixed by rule or order of the Supreme Coust of $55.

(14) All other services required by law for which no fee is provided, such fee as
compares favorably with those herein provided, or such as may be fixed by rule or
order of the court.

(15) In-addition to any other filing fees under this chapter, a surcharge in the
amount of $75 must be assessed in accordance with section 259.52, subdivision 14, for
each adoption petition filed in district court to fund the fathers’ adoption registry under
section 259.52.

The fees in clauses(3) and (5) need not be paid by a public authority or the party
the public authority represents.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.005, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

addition to any other prescribed b by law or rule
Sec. 4. [518.1781] SIX-MONTH REVIEW.

(2) A request for a six-month review hearing form must be attached to a decree of
dissolution or legal separatlon or an order that initially establishes ch11d custody,
parenting time, or support rights and ¢ obligations of parents. The state court adminis-
trator is requested to prepare the request for review hearing form. The form must
include information r regarding the procedures for requesting a hearing, the the purpose of
the hearing, and any other information regarding a hearing under this section that the

state court administrator deems necessary.

(b) The six-month review hearing shall be held if any party submits a written

request for a hearing within six months after entry of a decree of dissolution’ or legal
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separation or order that establishes child custody, parenting time, or support.

(c) Upon receipt of a completed request for hearing form, the court administrator
shall provide notice of the hearing to all other parties and the > public authority. The

court administrator shall schedule the six-month review hearing as soon as practicable
following the receipt gf the hearing request form.

@ éﬁ the six-month hearing, th_e court must review:

(1) whether child support is current; and

(2) whether both parties are complying with the parenting time provisions of the
order,

(e) At the six-month hearing, the obligor has the burden to present evidence to
establish that child support paymenfs—ale current. A party may request that the public
authority provide information to the parties and court regarding child support
payments. A party must request the information from the public authority at least 14
days before > the hearing. The commissioner of human services must develop a form to
be be used by the public authority fo submit child support payment information to the

paltles and court

(f) Contempt of court and all statutory remedies for child support and parentmg

Court Rules.

(g) A request for a six-month review hearing form must be attached to a decree
or order that initially “establishes child support rights and obligations according to
section 517A.29.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.54, is amended to read:
518.54 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. TERMS. For the purposes of sections 518.54 to 538:66 518.773,
the terms defined in this section shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them.

Subd. 2. CHILD. “Child” means an individual under 18 years of age, an
individual under age 20 who is still attending secondary school, or an individual who,
by reason of physical or mental condition, is incapable of self-support.

Subd. 2a. DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. “Deposit account” means funds deposited with
a financial institution in the form of a savings account, checking account, NOW
account, or demand deposit account.

Subd. 2b. FINANCIAL INSTITUTION. “Financial institution” means a savings
association, bank, trust company, credit union, industrial loan and thrift company, bank
and trust company, or savings association, and includes a branch or detached facility
of a financial institution.

Subd. 3. MAINTENANCE. “Maintenance” means an award made in a dissolu-
tion or legal separation proceeding of payments from the future income or earnings of
one spouse for the support and maintenance of the other.
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Subd. 4. SUPPORT MONEY; CHILD SUPPORT. “Support money” or “child
support” means an amount for basic support, child care support, and medical support
pursuant to:

" (1) an award in a dissolution, legal separation, annulment, or parentage proceed-
ing for the care, support and education of any child of the marriage or of the parties
to the proceeding; ex

(2) a contribution by parents ordered under section 256.87; or

(3) support ordered under chapter 518B or 518C.

Subd. 4a. SUPPORT ORDER. “Support order” means a judgment, decree, or
order, whether temporary, final, or subject to modification, issued by a court or
administrative agency of competent jurisdiction, for the support and maintenance of a
child, including a child who has attained the age of majority under the law of the
issuing state, or a child and the parent with whom the child is living, that provides for
monetary support, child care, medical support including expenses for confinement and
pregnancy, arrearages, or reimbursement, and that may include related costs and fees,
interest and penalties, income withholding, and other relief, This definition applies to
orders issued under this chapter and chapters 256, 257, and 518C.

Subd. 5. MARITAL PROPERTY; EXCEPTIONS. “Marital property” means
property, real or personal, including vested public or private pension plan benefits or
rights, acquired by the parties, or either of them, to a dissolution, legal separation, or
annulment proceeding at any time during the existence of the marriage relation
between them, or at any time during which the parties were living together as husband
and wife under a purported marriage relationship which is annulled in an annulment
proceeding, but prior to the date of valuation under section 518.58, subdivision 1. All
property acquired by either spouse subsequent to the marriage and before the valuation
date is presumed to be marital property regardless of whether title is held individuaily
or by the spouses in a form of co-ownership such as joint tenancy, tenancy in common,
tenancy by the entirety, or community property. Each spouse shall be deemed to have
a common ownership in marital property that vests not later than the time of the entry
of the decree in a proceeding for dissolution or annulment. The extent of the vested
interest shall be determined and made final by the court pursuant to section 518.58. If
a title interest in real property is held individually by only one spouse, the interest in
the real property of the nontitled spouse is not subject to claims of creditors or
Jjudgment or tax liens until the time of entry of the decree awarding an interest to the
nontitled spouse. The presumption of marital property is overcome by a showing that
the property is nonmarital property.

“Nonmarital property” means property real or personal, acquired by either spouse
before, during, or after the existence of their marriage, which

(a) is acquired as a gift, bequest, devise or inheritance made by a third party to one
but not to the other spouse;
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(b) is acquired before the marriage;

(¢) is acquired in exchange for o is the increase in value of property which is
described in clauses (a), (b), (d), and (¢);

(d) is acquired by a spouse after the valuation date; or
(e) is excluded by a valid antenuptial contract.

Subd. 6. INCOME. “Income” means any form of periodic payment to an
individual including, but not limited to, wages, salaries, payments to an independent
contractor, workers’ compensation, unemployment benefits, annuity, military and
naval retirement, pension and disability payments. Benefits received under Title IV-A
of the Social Security Act and chapter 256J are not income unde this section.

Subd. 7. OBLIGEE. “Obligee” means a person to whom payments for mainte-
nance -or support are owed.

Subd. 8. OBLIGOR. “Obligor” means a person obligated to pay maintenance or
support. A person who is designated as the sole physical custodian of a child is
presumed not to be an obligor for purposes of calculating current support under section
518.551 unless the court makes specific written findings to overcome this presumption.
For purposes of ordering medical support under section 518.719, a custodial parent
may be an obligor subject to a cost-of-living adjustment under section 518.641 and a

payment agreement under section 518.553.

Subd. 9. PUBLIC AUTHORITY. “Public authority” means the public autherity
responsible for child support enforeement local unit of government, acting on behalf
of the state, that is 1espons1ble for ch11d suppoxt enfowement or the Department of

Subd. 10. PENSION PLAN BENEFITS OR RIGHTS. “Pension plan benefits
or rights” means a benefit or right from a public or private pension plan accrued to the
end of the month in which marital assets are valued, as determined under the terms of
the laws or other plan document provisions governing the plan, including section
356.30.

Subd. 11. PUBLIC PENSION PLAN. “Public pension plan” means a pension
plan or fund specified in section 356.20, subdivision 2, or 356.30, subdivision 3, the
deferred compensation plan specified in section 352.96, or any retirement or pension
plan or fund, including a supplemental retitement plan or fund, established, main-
tained, or supported by a governmental subdivision or public body whose revenues are
derived from taxation, fees, assessments, or from other public sources.

Subd. 12. PRIVATE PENSION PLAN. “Private pension plan” means a plan,
fund, or program maintained by an employer or employee organization that provides
retirement income to employees or results in a deferral of income by employees for a
period extending to the termination of covered employment or beyond.

Subd. 13. ARREARS. Arrears are amounts that accrue pursuant to an obligor’s
failure to comply with a support order. Past support and pregnancy and confinement
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expenses contained in a support order are arrears if the court order does not contain
repayment terms. Arrears also arise by the obligor’s failure to comply with the terms -
of a court order for repayment of past support or pregnancy and confinement expenses.
An obligor’s failure to comply with the terms for repayment of amounts owed for past
support or pregnancy and confinement turns the entire amount owed into arrears.

Subd. 14. IV-D CASE. “IV-D case” means a case where a party has assigned to
the state rights to child support because of the receipt of public assistance as defined
in section 256.741 or has applied for child support services under title IV-D of the
Social Security Act, United States Code, title 42, section 654(4).

Subd. 15. PARENTAL INCOME FOR CHILD SUPPORT (PICS). “Parental
income for child support,” or “PICS,” means gross income under subdivision 18 minus
deductions for nonjoint children as allowed by section 518.717.

Subd. 16. APPORTIONED VETERANS’ BENEFITS. “Apportioned veterans’
benefits” means the amount the Veterans Administration deducts from the veteran’s
award and disburses to the child or the child’s representative payee. The apportionment
of veterans’ benefits shall be that determined by the Veterans Administration and

govemed by Code of Federal Regulations, title 38, sections 3.450 to 3.458.

Subd. 17. BASIC SUPPORT. “Basic support” means the support obligation
determined by applying the parent’s parental income for child support, or if there are
two parents, then combined parental income for child su support, to the guideline in the
manner set out in section 518.725. Basic support includes the dollar amount ordered
for a child’s hx housmg, food, clothing, transportation, and education costs, and other
expenses relating to the child’s care. Basic support does not include monetary
contributions for a child’s child care expenses and medical and dental expenses.

Subd. 18. GROSS INCOME. “Gross income” means:

(1) the gross income of the parent calculated under section 518.7123; plus

(2) Social Security or veterans’ benefit payments received on behalf of the child
under section 518.718; plus

(4) spousal maintenance that any party has been ordered to pay; minus

(5) the amount of any existing child support order for other nonjoint children.

Subd. 19, JOINT CHILD. “Joint child” means the dependent child who i is the
son or danghter of both parents in the support proceedmg In those cases where support

is sought.

Subd. 20. NONJOINT CHILD “Nonjomt Chlld” means the legal child of one,

this definition are stepchildren.
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Subd. 21. PARENTING TIME. “Parenting time” means the amount of time a
child is scheduled to spend with the parent according to a court “order. Parentmg time
includes time with ‘the child whether it is designated as s visitation, physical custody, or or
palentmg time. For purposes of section 518.722, the percentage of parenting time may
be calculated by calculating the number of overnights thata child spends w1th a parent,
or by using a method other than ovelmghts if the parent has s1gn1f1cant t1me penods

Subd. 22. PAYOR OF FUNDS. “Payor of funds” means a person or entity that
p10v1des funds to an obligor, including an employer as defined under chapter 24,
section 3401(d), of the Internal Revenue Code, an independent contractor, payor - of
workers’ compensatlon benefits or unemployment insurance benefits, or a financial
institution as defined in section 13B.06.

Subd. 23. POTENTIAL INCOME. “Potential income” 1_s income Hetermined
under this subdivision.

() If a parent js voluntarily unemployed, underemployed, or employed on a less
than Tull-time Dasis, or there is no direct evidence of any income, child support shall
be calculated based on a determination of potential income. For purposes of this
determination, itis rebuttably presumed that a parent can be gainfully employed ona

full-time bas1s

(b) Determination of potential income shall be made according to one of three
methods, as appxopuate

(1) the parent’s probable earnings level based on employment potential, recent
work history, and occupational qualifications in hght of prevailing job opportunities
and earnings levels i in the community;

(2)if a palent 1s receiving unemployment compensatlon or workers’ compensa-

(c) A parent is not considered voluntarily unemployed or underemployed upon a
showing by the parent that

an 1n01ease lll mcome,

(2) the unemployment or underemployment represents a bona fide career change
that outweighs the adverse effect of that parent’s diminished income on the child; or

incarceratlon

(d) As used in thls section, “full tlme” means 40 hours of wo1k in a week except
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practice, or agreement utilize a normal work week of more or less than 40 hours in a
week

family (TANF) cash grant, no no potential income “shall be imputed to that palent

() If a parent stays at home to care for a child who is subject to the child support

order, the court may consider the following factors when determining whether the
parent is is voluntarily 3 unemployed ¢ or underemployed

(1) the parties’ parenting and child care arrangements before the child support
action;

(2) the stay-at-home parent’s employment history, recency of employment,
earnings, ‘and the availability of jobs within the community for an individual with the
parent’s quahflcatlons

(3) the 1e1at10nsh1p between the employment—related expenses, 1nclud1ng, but not

and the income the stay-at-home parent could receive from available jobs within the
commumty for an individual with the parent’s quahflcanons

mentally disabled; and

(5) the availability of child care providers.

nonjoint children, only.

(h) A self-employed parent shall not be considered to be voluntarily unemployed
or under: employed if that that parent can show that the parent’s net ot self- -employment income
is is lower because of economic conditions.

Subd. 24. PRIMARY PHYSICAL CUSTODY. The parent having “primary
physical custody” means the parent who provides the primary residence for a child and
is responsible for the majority of the day-to-day decisions concerning a a child.

Subd. 25. SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS. “Social Security benefits” means
the monthly ar amount the Social Security Admlmstratlon pays to a joint chlld or the

definition.

Subd. 26. SPLIT CUSTODY “Spht custody” means that each parent in a

chlldlen

Subd. 27. SURVIVORS’ AND DEPENDENTS’ EDUCATIONAL ASSIS-
TANCE. “Survivors’ and dependents’ educational assistance” are funds disbursed by
the Veterans Administration under United States Code, title 38 chapter 35, to the child
or the child’s representative payee.
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Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.55, subdivision 4, is amended to
read:

Subd, 4. DETERMINATION OF CONTROLLING ORDER. The public
authority or a party may request the district court to determine a controlling order in
situations in which more than one order involving the same obligor and child exists.
The court shall presume that the latest order that involves the same obligor and joint
child is controlling, subject t to confrary proof

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.551, subdivision 5, is amended to
read:

Subd. 5. NOTICE TO PUBLIC AUTHORITY; GUIDELINES. (2) The
petitioner shall notify the public authority of all proceedings for dissolution, legal
separation, determination of parentage or for the custody of a child, if either party is
receiving public assistance or applies for it subsequent to the commencement of the
proceeding. The notice must contain the full names of the parties to the proceeding,
their Social Security account numbers, and their birth dates. After receipt of the notice,
the court shall set child support as provided in this subdivision section 518.725. The
court may order either or both parents owing a duty of support-to a child of the
marriage to pay an amount reasonable or necessary for the child’s support, without
regard to marital misconduct. The court shall approve a child support stipulation of the
parties if each party is represented by independent counsel, unless the stipulation does
not meet the conditions of paragraph @) section 518.725. In other cases the coutt shall
determine and order child support in a specific dollar amount in accordance with the
guidelines and the other factors set forth in paragraph (e} section 518.714 and any
departure therefrom. The court may also order the obligor to pay child support in the
form of a percentage share of the obligor’s net bonuses, commissions, or other forms
of compensation, in addition to, or if the obligor receives no base pay, in lieu of, an
order for a specific dollar amount.

() The court shall derive a specific dollar amount for child suppert by
multiplying the ebliger’s net income by the percentage indicated by the following
guidelines:

Net Income Per Number of Children
Month of Obliger
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 or
more
$550 and Below Ozder based on the ability of the
obliger to provide suppert
at these ineome levels; or at higher
levels; if the obliger has
the earning ability:

$551 - 600 16% 19% 22% 25% 28% 30% 32%
$601 - 650 1% 21% 24% 27% 29% 32% 34%
$651 - 700 18% 22% 25% 28% 31% 34% 36%
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$70% - 750 19% 23% 27% 30% 33% 36% 38%%
$751 - 800 20% 24% 28% 31% 35% 38% 40%
$801 - 850 21% 25% 29% 33% 36% 40% 42%
$85% - 900 22% 27% 31% 34% 38% 4% 44%
$901 - 950 23% 28% 32% 36% 40% 43% 46%
$951 - 1000 24% 20% 34% 38% 41% 45% 48%
$1001-5000 25% 30% 35% 39% 43% 49% 50%

or the amount
in effect under
paragraph (o

Guidelines for suppoert for an obligor with a monthly income in excess of the
as provided for in the guidelines for an obligor with a monthly income equal to the
Limit in effect:

Net Income defined as: |
Total meonthly
*Gi)  State Income Tax
Peductions
Gv) Reasenable
Pension Deduections
*Standard
Dedusctions apply- @& Union Dues
use of tax tables &H) Cost of Dependent Health
recommended Insurance Coverage
(vit) Cost of Individual or Group
Health/Hospitalizat
Coverage of an
Amount for Actual
Mediecal Expenses
i) A Child Support e
Maintenance Order that is

@) the of the oblicer? but d include intind
received by the obligor in the course of employment; self-employment; or operation of
a business if the payments reduce the obligor’s living expenses; or
£2) compensation received by a party for employment in exeess of a 40-hour work
) support is nonetheless ordered in an amount at least equal to the guidelines
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G3) the party demonsirates; and the court finds; that:
(A) the excess employment began after the filing of the petition for dissolution;

éB)theexeessempleymenm%ﬂeetsaamefeaséiﬂthewefkseheduleeyhe%
worked over that of the two yeats immediately preceding the filing of the petition;

(C) the excess employment is voluntary and not a condition of empleyment;

(D) the exeess employment is in the nature of additional; part-time or overtime
employment compensable by the hour or fraction of an hous; and

(E)ehepa&yiseempen?aﬁens&umhasneﬁbeenehangedfeﬂhepmpeseeﬁ
affecting a support or maintenanee obligation:

The coutt shall review the weotkrelated and education-related child care eosts
paid and shall allocate the cests to each parent in propertien te each parents net
income; as detezmined under this subdivision; after the transfer of child suppert and
spousal maintenance; unless the allocation would be substantially unfair to either
parent: There is a presumption of substantial unfairness if after the sum total of child
suppett; spousal maintenance; and child care costs is subtracted from the ebligor’s
income; the inceme is at or below 100 pereent of the federal poverty guidelines- The
cost of child care for purposes of this paragraph is 75 percent of the actual cost paid
for: child care; to reflect the approximate value of state and federal tax credits available
to the obligee- The actual cost paid for child care is the total amount received by the
child eare provider for the child or ehildren of the obliger from the obligee or any
public ageney. The court shall require verification of employment or school attendance
and documentation of child eare expenses from the obligee and the public ageney; if
applicable: If child eare expenses fluctuate during the year beecause of seasonal
employment or school attendance of the obligee or extended periods of parenting time
with the obliger the coust shall determine child care expenses based on an average
monthly cost- The amount allocated for child eare expenses is considered child support
but is not subject to a cost-of-living adjustment under section 518:641- The amount
alloeated for child care expenses texminates when either party netifics the public
authority that the child eare costs have ended and without any legal action on the part
of either party: The public autherity shall verify the information received under this
provision before autherizing termination: The termination is effective as of the date of
the netification- In other cases where there is a substantial increase or deerease in child
care expenses; the parties may modify the erder under section 518.64-

The ecourt may allow the obligor parent to care for the child while the ebligee
parent is working; as provided in section 518-175; subdivision 8; but this is net a reason
to deviate from the guidelines-

¢) In addition to the child support guidelines; the court shall take inte
consideration the following factors in setting or medifying child support er in
determining whether to deviate from the gunidelines:

) all earnings; income; and resources of the parents; including real and persenal
property; but excluding income from excess employment of the obligor or obligee that
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meets the criteria of paragraph (b); elause ()Gi);

edueational needs of the child or children to be supperted:

dissolved; but recognizing that the parents now have separate houschelds;
@éwkﬁehpafentreeewestheineemetmeaﬁenéependeaeyexempﬁeﬂagdwhat

financial benefit the parent receives from it

codified under sections 25672 to 256:82 or 256B:01 to 256B:40 and chapter 256J or

256K )

(d)h}%&bgbﬁShﬂgermediﬁyiﬂgasuppeﬁebﬁgaﬁeﬂ;theeeuﬂmayeensiderdebw
owed to private creditors; but enly if:
€1 the right to suppert has not been assigned under section 256.741;

(2) the court detemmines that the debt was reasenably incumred for mecessary
support of the child or parent or for the necessary generation of income: If the debt was
ineurred for the necessary generation of inecome; the court shall consider only the
amount of debt that is essential to the continuing generation of income; and

€3) the party requesting a departure produces a sworn schedule of the debts; with
supporting decumentation; showing goods or services purchased; the recipient of them;
the amount of the original debt; the outstanding balance; the monthly payment; and the

{e) Any schedule prepared under paragraph (d); clause (3); shall contain a
statement that the debt will be fully paid after the number of months shown in the

&) Any further departure below the guidelines that is based on a consideration of
debts owed to private ereditors shall net exceed 18 months in duration; after which the
support shall inerease automatically to the level ordered by the court: Nothing in this
section shall be construed to prohibit one or more step increases in suppoit to reflect
debt retirement during the 18-month period-

{g) I payment of debt is ordered pursuant to this section; the payment shall be
ordered to be in the nature of child support

to determine if the guidelines should be exceeded or medified in a particular case.
€) The guidelines in this subdivision are a rebuitable presumption and shall be
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court deviates from the guidelines; the court shall make weitten findings giving the
amount of suppert ealeulated ander the guidelines; the reasens for the deviation; and
shall specifieally address the eriteria in paragraph (¢) and how the deviation sexves the
best interest of the child: The court may deviate from the guidelines if both parties
agree and the cowt makes weitten findings that it is in the best interests of the child;
except that in cases whete child suppert payments are assigned to the public agency
under seetion 256741 the court may deviate dewnward enly as provided in paragraph
P Nothing in this paragraph prohibits the eourt from deviating in other cases- The
provisions of this paragraph apply whether or not the parties are each represented by
independent counsel and have entered into a written agreement- The court shall review
stipulations presented te it for conformity to the guidelines and the court is not required
to conduct a heating; but the parties shall provide the doecumentation of earnings
required under subdivision Sb:

@) H the child support payments are assigned to the public ageney under section
256:741; the court may net deviate downward from the child support guidelines unless
the coust specifically finds that the failure to deviate downward would impese an
extreme hardship on the ebliger:

o The dollar amount of the income limit for application of the guidelines must
be adjusted on July 1 of every even-numbered year to reflect cost-of-living changes-
The Supreme Court shall seleet the index for the adjustment from the indiees listed in
section 518.641- The state court administrator shall make the changes in the dellar
amount required by this paragraph available to courts and the publie on or before April
30 of the year in which the ameunt is to change-

&) In establishing or modifiing child support; if a child reeeives a ehild’s
insuranee benefit under United States Code; title 42; seetion 402; because the obligor
is entitled to old age or disability insurance benefits; the ameunt of support ordered
shall be offset by the amount of the ehild’s benefit: The court shall make findings
regarding the obligor’s income from all sources; the child support amount caleulated
under this seetion; the amount of the child’s benefit; and the obliger’s child suppert
obligation- Any benefit received by the child in a given meonth in exeess of the child
support obligation shall net be treated as an arrearage payment ot a future payment:

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.551, subdivision 5b, is amended to
read:

Subd. 5b. PETERMINATION OF INCOME PROVIDING INCOME IN-
FORMATION. (a) The patties shall timely serve and file documentation of eatnings
and ineome. When there is a prehearing conference; the court must receive the
documentation of ineeme at least ten days prier to the prehearing cenference:
Documentation of earnings and income also includes; but is not limited to; pay stubs
for the mest reeent threo months; employer statements; or statement of receipts and
expenses if self-employed: Documentation of earnings and income alse includes copies
of cach parent’s mest recent federal tax returns; including W2 forms; 1099 forms;
unemployment benefits statements; werkers™ compensation statements; and all other
documents evideneing income as received that provide verification of income over a
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’-Lengef peried In any case where the partles have joint chlldren for Which a child

pleadings or motion “documents, a ﬁnanc1a1 affidavit, disclosing all sources of gross gross
income. The financial affidavit shall include relevant supportmg documentation
necessary  to calculate the parental income for child support under section 518.54,
subdivision 15, including, but not limited to, pay stubs for the most recent three
months, employer statements,—orﬁtements o—f—leglpm %ﬁes?self—employed
Documentation of earnings and income also include relevant copies of each parent’s
most recent federal tax 1eturns, including W-2 forms, 1099 forms, unemployment
benefit statements, workers’ compensation statements, and all other documents
evidencing earnings or income as recejved that provide verification for the financial
affidavit.

(b) In addition to the requirements of paragraph (a), at any time after an action
seeking child support has been commenced or when a child support order is in effect,
a party or the public authority may require the other party to give them a copy of the
party’s most recent federal tax returns that were filed with the Internal Revenue
Service. The party shall provide a copy of the tax returns within 30 days of receipt of
the request unless the request is not made in good faith. A request under this paragraph
may not be made more than once every two years, in the absence of good cause.

(c) If a parent under the jurisdiction of the court does not appear at a court hearing
after proper notice of the time and place of the hearing serve and file the financial
affidavit with the parent’s initial pleading, the court shall set income for that parent
based on credible evidence before the court or in accordance with paragraph (d) section
518.54, subdivision 23. Credible evidence may include documentation of current or
recent income, testimony of the other parent concerning recent earnings and income
levels, and the parent’s wage reports filed with the Minnesota Department of

Employment and Economic Development under section 268.044.

(D) ¥ the court finds that a parent is veluntarily unemployed or underemployed or
was voluntarily unemployed or underemployed during the period for which past
support is being sought; support shall be calculated based or a determination of
imputed income- A parent iz not considered voluntarily unemployed or underemployed
upon a showing by the parent that the unemployment or underemployment: (b is
temporary and will ultimately lead to an inerease in income; or (2) represents a bona
on the child; Imputed income means the estimated earning ability of a parest based on
the parent’s prior earnings history; education; and job skills; and on availability of jobs
within the community for an individual with the parent’s qualifications:

{e) If there is insufficient information to detemine actual inceme or to impute
income pursuant te paragraph (d); the court may caleulate suppert based on full-time
employment of 40 hours per week at 150 percent of the federal minimum wage or the
Minnesota minimum wage; whichever is higher. If a parent is a recipient of public
assistance under section 256.741; or is physieally or mentally incapacitated; it shall be
presumed that the parent is not voluntarily unemployed or underemployed:
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6 Income from self employment is equal to gross receipts minus ordinary and
necessaty expensess Ordinary and necessary expenses do not include ameunts allowed
by the Internal Revenue Service for aceelerated depreciation expenses or investment
tax eredits or any other business expenses determined by the court to be inapprepriate
for determining income for purpeses of child suppert: The person seeking to deduet an
expense; including depreciation; has the burden of proving; if challenged; that the
expense is ordinary and necessary- Net income under this section may be different from
taxable income-

Sec. 9. [518.6197] CHILD SUPPORT DEBT/ARREARAGE MANAGE-
MENT.

In order to reduce and otherwise manage support debts and arrearages, the parties,
including the  public authority where arrearages have been assigned to the public
authority, may compromise unpaid support debts or arrearages owed by one party to
another, whether or not docketed as a judgment. A party may agree or -~ disagree to
compromise only ‘those debts or arrearages owed to that party.

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.64, subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2. MODIFICATION. (a) The terms of an order respecting maintenance or
support may be modified upon a showing of one or more of the following: (1)
substantially increased or decreased earnings of a party gross income of an obligor or
obligee; (2) substantially increased or decreased need of a pasty an obligor or obligee
or the child or children that are the subject of these proceedings; (3) receipt of
assistance under the AFDC program formetly codified under sections 256.72 to 256.87
or 256B.01 to 256B.40, or chapter 256J or 256K; (4) a change in the cost of living for
either party as measured by the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, any of which makes
the terms unreasonable and unfair; (5) extraordinary medical expenses of the child not
provided for under section 518.171; ex (6) the addition of work-related or education-
related child care expenses of the obligee or a substantial increase or decrease in
existing work-related or education-related child care expenses; or (7) upon the

emancipation of the child, as provided in section 518.64, subdivision 4a.

On a motion to modify suppert; the needs of any child the obligor has after the
entry of the suppert order that is the subject of a meodification metion shaell be
(b) It is presumed that there has been a substantial change in circumstances under

paragraph (a) and the terms of a current support order shall be rebuttably presumed to
be unreasonable and unfair if:

(1) the application of the child support guidelines in section 518.551, subdivision
5, to the current circumstances of the parties results in a calculated court order that is
at least 20 percent and at least $50 $75 per month higher or lower than the current
support order; —

(2) the medical support provisions of the order established under section 518171
518.719 are not enforceable by the public authority or the obligee;
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(3) health coverage ordered under section 538373 518.719 is not available to the
child for whom the order is established by the parent ordered to provide; er

(4) the existing support obligation is in the form of a statement of percentage and
not a specific dollar amount; or

(5) the gross income of an obligor or obligee has decreased by at least 20 percent
through no fault or choice o of the party.

(c) A child support order is not presumptively modifiable solely because an
obligor or obligee becomes responsible for the support of an additional nonjoint child,
which is born after an existing order. Section 518.717 shall be considered if other

grounds are alleged which allow a modification of support.

(d) On a motion for modification of maintenance, including a motion for the
extension of the duration of a maintenance award, the court shall apply, in addition to
all other relevant factors, the factors for an award of maintenance under section
518.552 that exist at the time of the motion. On a motion for modification of support,
the court:

(1) shall apply section 518.551; subdivisien 5 518.725, and shall not consider the
financial circumstances of each party’s spouse, if any; and

(2) shall not consider compensation received by a party for employment in excess
of a 40-hour work week, provided that the party demonstrates, and the court finds, that:

(i) the excess emiployment began after entry of the existing support order;
(ii) the excess employment is voluntary and not a condition of employment;

(iii) the excess employment is in the nature of additional, part-time employment,
or overtime employment compensable by the hour or fractions of an hour;

(iv) the party’s compensation structure has not been changed for the purpose of
affecting a support or maintenance obligation;

(v) in the case of an obligor, current child support payments are at least equal to
the guidelines amount based on income not excluded under this clause; and

(vi) in the case of an obligor who is in arrears in child support payments to the
obligee, any net income from excess employment must be used to pay the arrearages
until the arrearages are paid in full.

) (e) A modification of support or maintenance, including interest that accrued
pursuant to section 548,091, may be made retroactive only with respect to any period
during which the petitioning party has pending a motion for modification but only from
the date of service of notice of the motion on the responding party and on the public
authority if public assistance is being furnished or the county attorney is the attorney
of record. However; medification may be applied to an earlier period if the court makes

) the party seeking meodification was precluded from serving a motion by reason
of & sienif bvsical oF | disability, a ol i ‘on of ;
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patty; or fraud upon the court and that the party seeking modification; when no longer
precluded; promptly served a motion;

(2) the party seeking modification was a recipient of federal Supplemental
Seeurity Income (SSD; Title B Older Americans; Surviver’s Disability Insurance
{OASDY); other disability benefits; or public assistance based upon need during the
period for which retroactive modifieation is sought;

(3) the order for which the patty seeks amendment was entered by default; the
party shows good cause for not appearing; and the record contains ne factual evidense;
or clearly erroncous evidence regarding the individual obligor’s ability to pay; e

4 the party seeking modification was institutionalized or incarcerated for an
offense other than nensuppert of a child during the period for which retroactive
modification is sought and lacked the financial ability to pay the suppert ordered
duesing that time periods In determining whether to allow the retreactive medification;
the court shall consider whether and when a request was made to the public autherity
for support modification-

The court may provide that a reduetion in the ameunt alloeated for child eare expenses
based on a substantial decrease in the expenses is effeetive as of the date the expenses
decreased-

¢e) (f) Except for an award of the right of occupancy of the homestead, provided
in section 518.63, all divisions of real and personal property provided by section
518.58 shall be final, and may be revoked or modified only where the court finds the
existence of conditions that justify reopening a judgment under the laws of this state,
including motions under section 518.145, subdivision 2. The court may impose a lien
or charge on the divided property at any time while the property, or subsequently
acquired property, is owned by the parties or either of them, for the payment of
maintenance or support money, or may sequester the property as is provided by section
518.24.

& (g) The court need not hold an evidentiary hearing on a motion for
modification of maintenance or support.

2> (h) Section 518.14 shall govern the award of attorney fees for motions brought
under this subdivision.

(i) Except as expressly provided, an enactment, amendment, or repeal of law does
not constitute a substantial change i in the circumstances for purposes of modlfylng a
child support order.

(§) There may be no modification of an existing child support order during the first

year following the effective date of sections 518.7123 to 518.729 except as follows:

(1) there is at least a 20 percent change in the gross income of the obhgor,

legally 1espons1ble and actually supporting;

(3) the child supported by the existing child support order becomes disabled; or
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(4) both parents consent to modification of the existing order in compliance with
the new income shares guidelines.

(k) On the first modification under the income shares method of calculation, the

modification of basic support may be limited if the amount of the @ variance would
create hardship for either the obligor or the obligee.

Paragraph (j) expires January 1, 2008.

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.64, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 7. CHILD CARE EXCEPTION. The court may provide that a reduction
in the amount altocated for child care expenses based on a substantial “decrease i in the
expenses is effective as ‘of the date the expense is decreased.

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.64, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 8. CHILD SUPPORT DEBT AND ARREARAGE MANAGEMENT.
The parties, , including the public authority, may compromise child support debt or
arrearages owed by one e party to another, whether or not reduced to judgment, upon
agreement of the partles involved.

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 518.68, subdivision 2, is amended to
read:

Subd. 2, CONTENTS. The required notices must be substantially as follows:

IMPORTANT NOTICE
1. PAYMENTS TO PUBLIC AGENCY

According to Minnesota Statutes, section 518.551, subdivision 1,
payments ordered for maintenance and support must be paid to the
public agency responsible for child support enforcement as long as the
person entitled to receive the payments is receiving or has applied for
public assistance or has applied for support and maintenance collection
services. MAIL PAYMENTS TO:

2. DEPRIVING ANOTHER OF CUSTODIAL OR PARENTAL RIGHTS — A
FELONY

A person may be charged with a felony who conceals a minor child or
takes, obtains, retains, or fails to return a minor child from or to the
child’s parent (or person with custodial or visitation rights), according
to Minnesota Statutes, section 609.26. A copy of that section is available
from any disfrict court clerk.

3. NONSUPPORT OF A SPOUSE OR CHILD — CRIMINAL PENALTIES
A person who fails to pay court-ordered child support or maintenance
may be charged with a crime, which may include misdemeanor, gross.
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misdemeanor, or felony charges, according to Minnesota Statutes,
section 609.375. A copy of that section is available from any district
court clerk.

4. RULES OF SUPPORT, MAINTENANCE, PARENTING TIME

(a) Payment of support or spousal maintenance is to be as ordered, and
the giving of gifts or making purchases of food, clothing, and the like
will not fulfill the obligation.

(b) Payment of support must be made as it becomes due, and failure to
secure or denial of parenting time is NOT an excuse for nonpayment,
but the aggrieved party must seek relief through a proper motion filed
with the court,

(¢) Nonpayment of support is not grounds to deny parenting time. The
party entitled to receive support may apply for support and collection
services, file a contempt motion, or obtain a judgment as provided in
Minnesota Statutes, section 548.091.

(d) The payment of support or spousal maintenance takes priority over
payment of debts and other obligations.

(e) A party who accepts additional obligations of support does so with
the full knowledge of the party’s prior obligation under this proceeding.

(f) Child support or maintenance is based on annual income, and it is the
responsibility of a person with seasonal employment to budget income
so that payments are made throughout the year as ordered.

(g) I the obliger is laid off from employment or receives a pay
reduction; support may be reduced; but enly if a motion to reduce the
support is served and filed with the court- Any reduction will take effect
only if ordered by the court and may only relate back to the time that
the metien is filed: ¥ a motion is net filed; the suppert obligation will
continue at the eurrent level: The eourt is not permitied to reduee
support retroactively; except as provided in Minneseta Statutes; scetion
51864, subdivision 2; paragraph (e}

¢h) Reasonable parenting time guidelines are contained in Appendix B,
which is available from the court administrator.

@) (h) The nonpayment of support may be enforced through the denial
of student grants; interception of state and federal tax refunds; suspen-
sion of drivet’s, recreational, and occupational licenses; referral to the
department of revenue or private collection agencies; seizure of assets,
including bank accounts and other assets held by financial institutions;
reporting to credit bureaus; interest charging, income withholding, and
contempt proceedings; and other enforcement methods allowed by law.

(i) The public authority may suspend or resume collection of the amount
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allocated for child care expenses if the conditions of section 518.72,
subdivision 4, are met.

5. MODIFYING CHILD SUPPORT

If either the obligor or obligee is laid off from employment or receives

a pay reduction, Chl]d support may be modified, increased, or de-
creased. Any modification will only take effect when it is ordered by the

coutt, and w111 only relate back to the tlme that a motlon is filed. Either

may request the public agency for help. UNTIL A MOTION IS FILED
THE CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATION WILL CONTINUE AT THE
CURRENT LEVEL. THE COURT IS NOT PERMITTED TO RE-
DUCE SUPPORT RETROACTIVELY.
5 6. PARENTAL RIGHTS FROM MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 518.17,
SUBDIVISION 3

Unless otherwise provided by the Court:

(a) Each party has the right of access to, and to receive copies of,
school, medical, dental, religious training, and other important records
and information about the minor children. Each party has the right of
access to information regarding health or dental insurance available to
the minor children. Presentation of a copy of this order to the custodian
of a record or other information about the minor children constitutes
sufficient authorization for the release of the record or information to
the requesting party.

(b) Each party shall keep the other informed as to the name and address
of the school of attendance of the minor children. Each party has the
right to be informed by school officials about the children’s welfare,
educational progress and status, and to attend school and parent teacher
conferences. The school is not required to hold a separate conference
for each party.

(c) In case of an accident or serious illness of a minor child, each party
shall notify the other party of the accident or illness, and the name of the
health care provider and the place of treatment.

(d) Each party has the right of reasonable access and telephone contact
with the minor children.

6 7. WAGE AND INCOME DEDUCTION OF SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE

Child support and/or spousal maintenance may be withheld from
income, with or without notice to the person obligated to pay, when the
conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 518.6111 have been met. A
copy of those sections is available from any district court clerk.

7 8. CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR RESIDENCE
Unless otherwise ordered, each party shall notify the other party, the
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court, and the public authority responsible for collection, if applicable,
of the following information within ten days of any change: the
residential and mailing address, telephone number, driver’s license
number, Social Security number, and name, address, and telephone
number of the employer.

8 9. COST OF LIVING INCREASE OF SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE

Child support and/or spousal maintenance may be adjusted every two
years based upon a change in the cost of living (using Department of
Labor Consumer Price Index .......... , unless otherwise specified in this
order) when the conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 518.641, are
met. Cost of living increases are compounded. A copy of Minnesota
Statutes, section 518.641, and forms necessary to request or contest a
cost of living increase are available from any district court clerk.

9 10. JUDGMENTS FOR UNFPAID SUPPORT

If a person fails to make a child support payment, the payment owed
becomes a judgment against the person responsible to. make the
payment by operation of law on or after the date the payment is due, and
the person entitled to receive the payment or the public agency may
obtain entry and docketing of the judgment WITHOUT NOTICE to the
person responsible to make the payment under Minnesota Statutes,
section 548.091. Interest begins to accrue on a payment or installment
of child support whenever the unpaid amount due is greater than the
current support due, according to Minnesota Statutes, section 548.091,
subdivision 1a.

10 11. JUDGMENTS FOR UNPAID MAINTENANCE

A judgment for unpaid spousal maintenance may be entered when the
conditions of Minnesota Statutes, section 548.091, are met. A copy of
that section is available from any district court clerk.

41 12. ATTORNEY FEES AND COLLECTION COSTS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF
CHILD SUPPORT

A judgment for attorney fees and other collection costs incurred in
enforcing a child support order will be entered against the person
responsible to pay support when the conditions of section 518.14,
subdivision 2, are met. A copy of section 518.14 and forms necessary to
request or contest these attorney fees and collection costs are available
from any district court clerk.

12 13. PARENTING TIME EXPEDITOR PROCESS

On request of either party or on its own motion, the court may appoint
a parenting time expeditor to resolve parenting time disputes under
Minnesota Statutes, section 518.1751. A copy of that section and a
description of the expeditor process is available from any district court
clerk.
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13 14. PARENTING TIME REMEDIES AND PENALTIES

Remedies and penalties for the wrongful denial of parenting time are
available under Minnesota Statutes, section 518.175, subdivision 6.
These include compensatory parenting time; civil penalties; bond
requirements; contempt; and reversal of custody. A copy of that
subdivision and forms for requesting relief are available from any
district court clerk.

Sec. 14. [518.7123] CALCULATION OF GROSS INCOME.

(a) Except as excluded below, gross income includes income from any source,
including, but not limited to, salaries, wages, commissions, advances, bonuses,
dividends, severance pay, pensions, interest, honoraria, trust income, annuities, return
on capital, Social Security benefits, workers’ compensation benefits, unemployment
insurance benefits, disability insurance benefits, gifts, prizes, including lottery win-
nings, alimony, spousal maintenance payments, income from self-employment or
operation of a business, as determined under section 518.7125. All salary, wages,
commissions, or other compensation paid by third parties shall be based upon
Medicare gross income. No deductions shall be allowed for contributions to pensions,
401-K, IRA, or other retirement benefits.

(b) Excluded and not counted in gross income is compensation received by a party
for employment i in excess of a 40- “hour work week, provided that:

(1) child support is nonetheless ordered in an .amount at least equal to the
guideline amount based o on gross income not excluded under this clause; and

(2) the party demonstrates, and the court fmds that

(i) the excess employment began after the filing of the petition for dissolution;

(ii) the excess employment refiects an increase in the work schedule or hours
worked over that of the two years immediately preceding the filing of the petition;

(iii) the excess employment is voluniary and not a condition of employment;

(iv) the excess employment is in the nature of additional, part-time or overtime

employment compensable by the hour or fraction o of an hour; and

(v) the party’s compensation structure has not been changed for the purpose of
affecting a support or maintenance obligation.

(c) Expense reimbursements or in-kind payments received by a parent in the
course of employment, self-employment, or operation of a business shall be counted as as
income g they reduce personal living expenses.

(d) Gross income may be calculated on either an annual or monthly basis. Weekly
income shall be translated to monthly income by multiplying the weekly income by
4.33.

(e) Excluded and not counted as income is any child support payment received by
aparty. Itis a rebuttable p pLesumptmn that adoption assistance payments, guardianship
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assistance payments, and foster care subsidies are excluded and not counted as income.

(f) Excluded and not counted as income is the income of the obligot’s spouse and
the obligee’s spouse.

Sec. 15. [518.7125] INCOME FROM SELF-EMPLOYMENT OR OPERA-
TION OF A BUSINESS.

For income from self-employment, rent, royalties, proprietorship of a business, or
joint ‘ownership ofa of a partnership or closely ely held corporation, gross income is defined
as gross receipts 1 minus costs of goods sold minus ordinary and necessary expenses
required for self-employment ¢ or business operation. Specifically excluded from
ordinary and necessary expenses are amounts allowable by the Internal Revenue
Service for ‘or the accelerated component of depreciation expenses, investment tax
credits, or any y other business expenses determined by the court to be inappropriate or or
excessive f01 determining gross income for purposes of calculating child support.

Sec. 16. [518.713] COMPUTATION OF CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS.

To determine the presumptive amount of support owed by a parent, follow the
procedure set forth in in this section:

(1) determine the gross income of each parent using the definition in section
518.54, subdivision 18

(2) calculate the parental income for child support (PICS) of each parent under
section 518.54, subdivision 15, by subtracting from the gross income the credit, if any,
for each parent’s nonjoint children under section 518.717,

(3) determine the percentage contribution of each parent to the combined PICS by
dividing the combined PICS into each parent’s PICS

(4) determine the combined basic support obligation by application of the
schedule 1 in section 518.725;

(5) determine each parent’s share of the basic support obligation by multiplying
the percentage figure e from clause 3) by the combined basic support obhgauon in
clause “);

(6) determine the parenting expense adjustment, if any, as provided in section
518.722, and adjust th: that parent’s basic support obligation accordingly;

(7) determine the child care support obligation for each parent as provided in
section 5 18.72;

(8) determine the health care coverage obligation for each parent as provided in
section 518.719. Unreimbursed and uninsured medical expenses are not included in the
presumptive amount of support owed by a parent and are calculated a and collected as as

described in section 518.722;

(9) determine each parent’s total child support obligation by adding together each
parent’s basic support, child care supp01t and health care coverage obhgatlons as
provided in clauses (1) to (8);
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(10) reduce or increase each parent’s total child support obligation by the amount
of the health care coverage contribution paxd by or on behalf of the other parent, as
prov1ded in section 518.719, subdivision 5

(11) if Social Security benefits or veterans’ benefits are received by one parent as
a representative payee for a joint child due to the other parent’s disability or retirement,

subtract the amount of benefits from the other parent’s net child support “obligation, if
any;

, (12) apply the self-support adjustment and minimum support obligation provi-
sions as provided in section 518.724; and

(13) the final child support order shall separately designate the amount owed for

basic support, child care support, and medlqal support.
Sec. 17. [518.714] DEVIATIONS FROM CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES.

Subdivision 1. GENERAL FACTORS. Among other reasons, deviation from the
presumptive gu1dehne amount is intended to encourage prompt and regular payments
of child support and to prevent either parent or the joint children from living in poverty.
In addition to the child support guidelines, the court must take into consideration the
following factors in setfing or modifying child support ot in 'in determining whether to to

deviate upward or - downward from the guidelines:

(1) all earnings, income, circumstances, and resources of each parent, including
real and personal property, but excluding income from excess employment of the

obligor ¢ or obligee that meets the criteria of section 518.7123, paragraph (b), clause (2),

(2) the extraordinary financial needs and resources, physical and emotional
condition, ar and educational needs of the child to to be supported;

(3) the standard of living the child would enjoy if the parents were currently living
together, but recogmzmg that the parents now have s separate households;

(4) which parent receives the income taxation dependency exemption and the
financial benefit the parent receives from it;

(5) the parents’ debts as provided in subdivision 2; and

(6) the obligor’s total payments for couri-ordered child support exceed the
limitations s set forth in section 571.922.

Subd. 2. DEBT OWED TO PRIVATE CREDITORS. (a) In establishing or
modifying a support obhgatlon the court may consider debts owed to 0 private creditors,
but only 1f

(1) the right to support has not been assigned under section 256.741;

(2) the court determines that the debt was reasonably incurred for necessary

suppo? of the child or parent or for tﬁg_necessaly generation of income. If the debt was
incurred for the necessary generation of income, the court may consider only the

amount of debt that is essential to the contlnumg generation of income; and
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(3) the party requesting a departure produces a sworn schedule of the debts, with
supporting ng documentation, showing goods or services purchased, the 1ec1p1ent of them,
the original debt amount, the outstanding balance, the monthly | payment, and the
number of months until the debt will be fully paid.

(b) A schedule prepared under paragraph (), clause (3), must contain a statement
that the debt will be fully paid after the number of months shown 1n the schedule,

barring emergencies beyond the patty’s conirol.

(c) Any further departure below the guidelines that is based on a consideration of
debts owed to private creditors must st not exceed 18 months in duration. After 18
months the support must increase automatically to the level ordered by the court. This
section does not prohibit one or more step increases in support to o reflect debt

retirement duung the 18-month period.

(d) If payment of debt is mdmed pu1suant to this section, the payment must be

section to detemune 1f the gu1delmes should be exceeded or modified in a pa1t1cula1
case.

Subd. 4. PAYMENTS ASSIGNED TO PUBLIC AUTHORITY. If the child
support payments are assigned to the public authority under section 256. 741, the court
may not deviate “downward from the child support guidelines unless the court
specifically finds that the failure to > deviate downward would impose an 1 extreme

hardship on the obligor.

Subd. 5. JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY. An award of joint legal custody is not a
reason for deviation from the guidelines.

Subd. 6. SELF-SUPPORT LIMITATION If, after payment of income and

self-support reserve, a downward deviation may be allowed.
Sec. 18, [518.715] WRITTEN FINDINGS.
Subdivision 1. NO DEVIATION. If the court does not deviate from the

guldehnes, the court must make written findings concerning the amount of the parties’
gross income 1e used as the basis for the guidelines calculation an and any othe1 “significant

evidentiary factors affecting the child support determination.

Subd. 2. DEVIATION. (a) If the court deviates from the guidelines by agreement
of the parties or pursuant to section 518.714, the court must make written findings
giving the amount of support calculated under the guidelines, the reasons for the

deviation, and must spec1f1cally address how the deviation serves the best interests o_f

the child; and

(b) determine each parent’s gross income and PICS,

Subd. 3. WRITTEN FINDINGS REQUIRED IN EVERY CASE. The provi-
sions of thls section apply whether or not the parties are each represented by
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independent counsel and have entered into a written agreement. The court must review
stipulations presented to to it for conformity to the guidelines. The court is not required
to conduct a hearing, but the | parties must provide sufficient documentation to verify
the child support determination, and justify any deviation from the guidelines.

Sec. 19. [518.716] GUIDELINES REVIEW.

No later than 2006 and every four years after that, the Department of Human

Services must conduct areview of the he child support guidelines.
Sec. 20. [518.717] NONJOINT CHILDREN.

(a) When either or both parents of the joint child subject to this determination are

legally responsible for a nonjoint child who resides in that parent’s household, a credit
for this obligation shall be calculated under this section.

(b) Determine the gross income for each parent under section 518.54; subdivision
18.

() Using the guldehne as established in section 518.725, determine the basic
child support obligation for the nonjoint child or children who actually reside in the
parent’s household, by using the gross income of the pareanor whom the cre?d—ltz
being calculated, and using the number of nonjoint children actually in the parent’s

1mmed1ate household If the number of nonjomt children to be “used for the

two instead of the greater number

(d) The credit for nonjoint children shall be 50 percent of the guideline amount
from paragraph ().

Sec. 21. [518.718] SOCIAL SECURITY OR VETERANS’ BENEFIT PAY-
MENTS RECEIVED ON BEHALF OF THE CHILD.

(a) The amount of the monthly Social Security beneflté or apportioned veterans’
benefits received by ‘the child or on behalf of the child shall be added to the gross
income of the parent for ‘whom the disability ¢ or r retirement benefit was paid.

(b) The amount of the monthly survivors’ and dependents’ educational assistance

received by the child or on behalf of the child “shall be added to the gross income of
the parent f01 whom the “disability or or retirement benefit was paid.

(c) If the Social Security or apportioned veterans’ benefits are paid on behalf of

the obligor, and are received g the obligee as a representative payee for the child or
by the child attending school, then the amount of the benefits may also be subtracted

from the obligor’s net child support obhgatlon as calculated pursuant to section
518.713. 713,

(d) It the surv1vors and dependents educational ass1stance is paJd on behalf of the

child attending school, then the amount of the assistance shall also be subtracted from
the obligor’s net child support obligation as as calculated pursuant t t_o section 518.713.
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Sec. 22. [518.719]1 MEDICAL SUPPORT.

Subdivision 1. DEFINITIONS. The definitions in this subdivision apply to
sections 518.54 t_o 518.773.

health plan. Health care coverage does not include any form of gf medical assistance
under chapter 256B or ‘or MinnesotaCare under chapter 256L.

(b) “Health carrier” means a cartier as defined in sections 62A.011, subdivision
2, and d 621..02, subdivision 16.

(c) “Health plan” means a plan meeting the definition under section 62A.011,
subdivision 3, a group health p]an governed under the federal Employee Retirement
Income Securlty Act of 1974 (ERISA), a self-insured | plan under sections 43A.23 to

43A.317 and 471.617, or a policy, coniract, or certificate issued by a community-
1nteg1ated service network licensed under chaptel 62N. Health @ includes plans:

(1) provided on an individual and group basis;

(2) provided by an employer or union;

(3) purchased in the private market; and

(4) available to a person eligible to carty insurance for the joint child.

Health plan includes a plan providing fo1 dependent-only dental or vision coverage and
a plan provided through a a party’s spouse or patent.

(d) “Medical suppmt” means p10v1d1ng health care coverage for a Jomt child by

care coverage, pubhc coverage, unreimbursed medical expenses, and umnsuled
medical expenses of the joint child.

(e) “National medical support notice” means an administrative notice issued by
the public authority to enforce bealth insurance prov151ons of a support order in

accordance with Code of Federal Regulations, title 45, section 303.32, in cases where
the public authouty provides support enforcement services.

(f) “Public coverage” means health care benefits provided by any form of medical

assistance under chapter 256B or MinnesotaCare under chapter 256L..

(g) “Uninsured medical expenses” means a joint child’s reasonable and necessary
health-related expenses if the joint child is not covered by a health plan or public

coverage when the expenses are incurred.

()] “Unreimbursed medical expenses” means a joint child’s reasonable and

necessary health-related expenses if a joint child is covered by a health plan or public

coverage and the plan or coverage does not pay for the total cost of the expenses when

the expenses are incurred. Unreimbursed medical expenses do not include the cost ost of
premlums. Unreimbursed medical expenses include, but are not limited to, deductibles,

co-payments, and expenses for orthodontia, and prescription eyeglasses and contact
lenses, but not over-the-counter medications 1f coverage is under a health 1 plan.
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Subd. 2. ORDER. (a) A completed national medical support notice issued by the
public authority or a court order that complies with this section is a qualified medical
child support order under the federal Employee Retirement Income Security Act of
1974 (ERISA), United States Code, title 29, section 1169(a).

(b) Every order addressing child support must state:

(1) the names, last known addresses, and Social Security numbers of the parents
and @g joint child gl_a_t is a subject of the order unless the court prohibits the inclusion

of an address or Social Security number and orders the parents to provide tt the address
and Social Security number to the admuinistrator of the health plan;

(2) whether appropriate health care coverage for the joint child is available and
if so, state:

() which party must carry health care coverage;

(ii) the cost of premiums and how the cost is allocated between the parties;

(iii) how unreimbursed expenses will be allocated and collected by the parties;
and

(iv) the circumstances, if any, under which the obligation to provide health care
coverage for the joint child will shift from one party to the other;

a contribution for medical support is required; a: and

(4) whether the amount ordered for medical support is subject to a cost-of-living

adJusl:ment under section 518.641.

Subd. 3. DETERMINING APPROPRIATE HEALTH CARE COVERAGE.
(2) In determining whether a party has appropriate health care coverage for the joint
child, the court must evaluate the health plan using the following factors:

(1) accessible coverage. Dependent health care coverage is accessible if the
covered joint child can obtain services from a health plan p10v1aar with reasonable
effort by the parent with whom the joint child resides. Health care coverage is
presumed accessible 1f

(i) primary care coverage is available within 30 minutes or 30 miles of the joint
child’s residence and specialty care coverage is available within 60 minutes or 60 miles
of the joint child’s residence;

expected to to remain employed for a reasonable amount of time; and

(iii) no preexisting conditions exist to delay coverage unduly;

(2) comprehensive coverage. Dependent health care coverage is comprehensive if
it includes, at a minimum, medical and hospital coverage and provides for preventive,
emergency, acute, and chronic care. Ifboth both parties have health care coverage that meets
the minimum requlrements, the court must determine which health care coverage 1s
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more comprehensive by considering whether the coverage includes:

Q basic dental coverage;
@ orthodontia;
(iii) eyeglasses;

(_vz mental health services; or

(v_i) substance abuse treatment;

(3) affordable coverage. Dependent health care coverage is affordable if it is
reasonable in cost; and

(4) the joint child’s special medijcal needs, if any.

is comparable with regard o access1b1hty and comprehensiveness, the least costly
health care coverage is the ‘presumed appropriate health care coverage for the joint
child.

Subd. 4. ORDERING HEALTH CARE COVERAGE. (a) If a joint child is
presently enrolled in health care coverage, the court must order that the parent who
currently has the Jomt child enrolied continue that enrollment unless the partics agree
otherwise or ora pa1ty requests a change in coverage and the court determines that other

health care e coverage is more “appropriate.

(b) If a joint child is not presently enrolled in health care coverage, upon motion

of a party or the public authority, the court must determine whether one or both parties

have appropriate health care coverage for the joint child and order the party with

appropriate health care coverage available to cairy the coverage for the joint ch11d

(c) If only one party has appropriate health care coverage available, the court must
order that party to carry the coverage for the joint Chlld

(d) If both parties have appropriate health care coverage available, the court must
order the | parent with whom the joint child resides to carry the coverage f01 the joint
child, ‘unless:

(1) either party expresses a preference for coverage available through the parent
with whom the Jomt child does not reside;

premiums of the other parent’s coverage would cause the parent W1th whom the joint
child does not t reside extreme hardship; or

(3) the parents agree to provide coverage and agree on the allocation of costs.

(e) If the exception in paragraph (d), clause (1) or (2), applies, the court must

determine which par ty bas has tl the most appropriate coverage available and order that party
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to cany coverage for the joint child. If the coult determines under subd1v1s10n 3

child is comparable with regard to acces31b111ty and comprehensweness the court must
presume that the party w1th the least costly health care coverage to carry coverage for
the joint child.

(f) If neither party has appropriate health care coverage available, the court must
order the parenis to:

(1) contribute toward the actual health care costs of the joint children based on a
pro rata share; or

(2) if the joint child is receiving any form of medical assistance under chapter
256B or MinnesotaCare under chapter 2561, the parent with whom the joint child does

not reside shall contribute a monthly amount toward the actual cost of medical
assistance under chapter 256B or MinnesotaCare under chapter 256L. The amount of
contribution of the noncustodial parent is the amount the noncustodial parent would
pay for the child’s premiums if the noncustodial parent s income meets the eligibility

requirements for public coverage. For purposes of determining the premium amount,
the noncustodial parent’s household size is equal to one parent plus the child or

children who are the subject of the child support order. If the noncustodial patent’s

income eﬁc—ecmhahglblhty requirements for public coverage, the court must order
the noncustodial parent’s contribution toward the full premium cost of the child’s or
children’s coverage.- The custodial parent’s obligation is determined under tlE
requirements for public coverage as set forth in chapter 256B or 256L. The court may

order the parent with nt with whom the child resides to o apply for pubhc coverage for the child.

(8 A presumption of no Iess than $50 per month must be applied to the actual

(_hl T_he commissioner of human services must publish a table with th_e premium
schedule for public coverage and update the chart for changes to the schedule by July
1 of each year.

Subd. 5. MEDICAL SUPPORT COSTS; UNREIMBURSED AND UNIN-
SURED MEDICAL EXPENSES. (a) Unless otherwise agreed to by the parties and

approved by the court, the coutt must 1st order that the cost of health care coverage and
all unreimbursed and uninsured medical expenses under the health pl plan be divided
between the obligor and obligee based on their proportionate share of of the parties’

combined monthly PICS.

(b) If a party owes a joint child support obhgatlon for a child and is ordered to

contribute to the carrying party’s cost for covelage the carrying party’s child support
payment must IE reduced by the ‘amount of the contributing party’s contribution.

(c) If a party owes a joint child support obligation for a child and is ordered to

coniribute to the other party’s cost for carrying health care coverage for the joint child,

the contributing party’s child support payment must be increased by the amount of the
contribution.
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carries dependent health care coverage for other dependents and would incur no no
additional premium costs to o add the joint child to the existing coverage, the court must
not order the other party to contribute tc to the premium costs for coverage of the joint
child.

parties.

Subd. 6. NOTICE OR COURT ORDER SENT TO PARTY’S EMPLOYER,
UNION, OR HEALTH CARRIER. (a) The public authority must forward a copy of
the natlonal medlcal support notlce or court order for health care coverage to the

work reporting system under section 256.998,

(b) The public authority or a party seeking to enforce an order for health care
coverage must forward a copy of the national medical support notice or court order to
the obligor’s employer or union, or to the health carrier under the following
circumstances:

provide written proof to the other party or the pubhc authority, within 30 days of the

effective date of the court o1der, that the ‘party has applied for health care coverage for

the joint child;

(2) the party seeking to enforce the order or the public authonty glves wrltten

to enforce medical support. The party seeking to enforce the order or public authority
must mail the written notice to to the last known address of the party ordered to carry

for health care coverage f01 the joint ch11d

(] The pubhc authority is not Lequlred to forward a copy of the national medlcal

or “union-based coverage.
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Subd. 7. EMPLOYER OR UNION REQUIREMENTS. (2) An employer or
union must forward the national medical support notice or court order to its health plan
within 20 business days after the date on the national medlcal support notice or after

receipt of the court order.

(b) Upon determination by an employet’s or union’s health plan administrator that
a joint nt child i is eligible to be covered under the health plan, the employer or union and
health plan must enroll the joint child as a ‘a beneficiary in t_lE health plan, and me

employer must withhold any required premiums from the income or wages of the party
ordered to carry health care coverage for the joint ch11d

(c) If enrollment of the party ordered to carry health care coverage for a joint child

is necessary to obtain “dependent health care coverage under the. plan, and the party is
not enrolled in the health plan, the ernployer or union must enroll the party in in the plan.

(d) Enx ollment of dependents and, if necessary, the party ordered to carry health

enrollment periods. Emollment is not subject to the underwrmng policies under section
62A.048.

() Failure of the party ordered to carry health care coverage for the joint child to

execute any documents necessary to enroll the dependent in the lﬁlﬁplan does not
affect the obligation of the employer or union and health plan to enroll the dependent
ina plan. Information and authorization provided t by the public authority, or or by a party

E ‘guardian, is valid £o_r the purposes of meeting enrollment requirements of the health
plan.

{f) An employer or union that is included under the federal Employee Refirement
Income Secunty Act of 1974 (BRISA), United States Code, title 29, section 1169(a),
may not deny enrollment to the joint child or to the parent 1f necessary to enroll the

Joint child based on exclusronary clauses described in section 62A.048.

(g) A new employer or union of a party who 1s ordered to prov1de health care

Subd. 8. HEALTH PLAN REQUIREMENTS (a) If a health plan administrator

receives a completed national medical support notice or court order, the plan
adm1n1strat01 must notify the pames and the public authorrty if the public authority

notice or after receipt of the court order, of the - following:

(1) whether coverage is available to the joint child under the terms of the health

plan and if not, the reason why coverage is not available;

(2) whether the joint child is covered under the health plan;

(3) the effecnve date of the joint child’s coverage under the health plan; and

the health plan.
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child 1es1des, must promptly select from available plan options.

(c) The plan admlmsuatm must prov1de the palents and public authomty, 1f the

effectuate covexage

(d) The health plan must send copies of all correspondence regarding the health
care coverage to the parents.

() An insured joint child’s parent’s signature is a valid authorization to a health
plan for purposes of processing an insurance reimbursement payment to the medical
services provider or to the parent, 1f medical services have been prepaid by that parent.

Subd. 9. EMPLOYER OR UNION LIABILITY. (a) An employer or union that
willfully fails to comply with the order or notice is liable for any uninsured medical
expenses incurred by the dependents while the dependents were eligible to be enrolled

in the health plan and for any othex premium costs 1ncuned because the employer or

to a contempt finding, a $250 civil penalty under section 518.615, and is subject to a
civil penalty of $500 t_o be paid to to the party entitled to reimbursement or the public

authority. Penalties paid to the public authority are > designated for child support
enforcement services.

Subd 10. CONTESTING ENROLLMENT (a) A party may contest a Jomt

sect1on 518.145.

(b) If the party chooses to contest the enrollment, the party must do so no later

than 15 days after the employe1 notifies | the party of the enrollment by doing the the

following:

(1) filing a motion in district court or according to section 484.702 and the
expedited child support process rules 1f the public ‘anthority provides ‘support
enforcement services;

(2) serving the motion on the other party and public authority if the public
authonty p10v1des support enforcement services; and

gf enrollment.

(c) The enrollment must remain in place while the party contests the enrollment.
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Subd. 11, DISENROLLMENT; CONTINUATION OF COVERAGE; COV-
ERAGE OPTIONS. (a) Unless a court order provides otherwise, a child for whom a
party is required to provide health care coverage under this section must be covered as
a dependent of the’ party until the child i is emanmpated unt11 further order o of the court,

(b) The health carrier, employer, or union may not disenroll or eliminate coverage
for the child unless:

(1) the health carrier, employer, or union is provided satisfactory written evidence
that the court order is no longer in effect;

(2) the joint ch11d is or w111 be enrolled in comparable health care coverage

disenrollment;

(3) the employee is no longer eligible for dependent coverage; or

(4) the required premium has not been paid by or on behalf of the joint child.

(c) The health plan must provide 30 days’ written notice to the joint child’s

parents, and the pubhc authority if the pubhc authority provides support enforcement
services, before the health plan disenrolls or eliminates the joint child’s coverage.

(@ A joint child enrolled in health care coverage under a quahﬁed medical child
support order, including a national medical support notice, under this section is a
dependent and a qualified beneficiary under the Consolidated Omnibus Budget and
Reconciliation Act of 1985 (COBRA), Public Law 99-272. Upon expiration of the
order, the joint child is entitled to the opportunity to to elect continued coverage that is
avallab_lglﬂrWhEalth plan_gTE employer or union must provide netice to to the
parties and the public authority, 1f it provides support services, within ten days of the

termlnatlon “date.

(e) If the public authority provides support enforcement services and a plan
administrator reports to the public authority that there is more than one cove@e ‘option
available under the health plan, the public authority, in consultation with the parent
with whom the Jomt child resides, must promptly select coverage from th the available

optlons

Subd. 12. SPOUSAL OR FORMER SPOUSAL COVERAGE. The court must
require the parent with whom the joint child does not reside to prov1de dependent

the parent is ordered to provide dependent health care coverage for the parties’ joint
child and addmg the other parent to the coverage results i in no additional premium cost.

Subd. 13. DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION. (a) If the public authority

provides support enforcement services, the parties must provide the public authority
with the following information:

(1) information relating to dependent health care coverage or public coverage
available for the benefit of the joint child for whom support is sought, including all
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information required to be included in a medical support order under this section;

(2) verification that appllcatlon for court-ordered health care coverage was made

(b) Upon request from the public authomty under section 256.978, an employer,
union, or plan administrator, - including an employer subject to the federal Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA), United States Code, title 29, sectlon
1169(a), must provide the pubhc authority the following information:

(1) information relating to dependent health care coverage avaiiable to a party for
the benefxt of the joint ch11d for whom suppmt is sought mcludmg all information

regarding one party to the other party. y. The employel union, or plan administrator must
provide both parties with insurance identification cards and all necessary written
information to enable the parties to utilize the insurance > benefits for the covered
dependent. T - T

(d) The public authority is authorized to release to a party’s employer, union, or
health | plan information necessary to verify availability of dependent health care
coverage, or to establish, modify, or “enforce medical support.

(e) An employee must disclose to an employer if medical support is required to
be withheld under this section and the employer must begin withholding r according to
the terms of the order and under section 518.6111. If an employee discloses an
obligation t_o ‘obtain health care coverage and coverage is available through the

employer, the employer must “make all application processes s known to the individual
and entoll the employee and dependent i in the plan.

Subd. 14. CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT SERVICES. The public
authority must take necessary steps to establish and enforce an order for for medical
support if the joint int child receives public assistance or a party completes an  application
for services from the public authority under section 518.551, subdivision 7.

Subd. 15. ENFORCEMENT. (a) Remedies available for collecting and enforcing
child supp support et apply to medical suppott.

(b) For the purpose of enforcement, the following are additional support:

(1) the costs of individual or group health or hospitalization coverage;

(2) dental coverage;
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(3) medical costs ordered by the court to be paid by either party, including health

and dental insurance premiums pa1d by the obligee because of the obligor’s failure to
obtain coverage as ordered; and

(4) liabilities established under this subdivision.

(c) A party who fails to cany court-ordered dependent health care coverage is

liable for the joint child’s uninsured medical expenses unless a court it order provides
otherwise. A party’s failure to carry court-ordered coverage, or to provide other
medical support as ordered, isa a basis for modification of a support t order under section

518.64, subdivision 2.

(d) Payments by the health carrier or employer for services rendered to the
dependents that are directed to a party not owed reimbursement must be endorsed ove1 |

reimbursement.

Subd. 16. INCOME WITHHOLDING; OFFSET. (a) If a party owes no joint

child support obligation for a child and is an obligor ordered to contribute to the other

party’s cost for carrying health care coverage for the joint child, the obhgor is subJect

to an offset under subdivision 5 or income withholding under section 518.6111.

(b) If a party’s court-ordered health care coverage for the joint child terminates

and the joint child is not enrolled in other health care coverage or public coverage, and
;n(ﬁl—fat?on motion is not pending, the public authority may remove the offset to a
palty s child support obligation or terminate income withholding instituted against a
party under section 518.6111. The public authority must provide notice to the parties

o_f the action.

(c) A party may contest the public authority’s action to remove the offset to the
child support obligation or terminate income withholding if the party makes a written
request for a hearing within 30 days after receiving written notice. If a party makes a
timely request for a hearlng,_the_}mblTauthonty must schedule a hearmg and send
written notice of the hearing to the parties by mail to the parties’ last known addresses
at least 14 days before the hearing. The hear—m—g—rnﬁs_tﬁ conducted in district court or
in the expedited child support process if section 484.702 applies. The district court or
child support magistrate must determine whether removing the offset or terminating
income withholding is appropriate and, if appropriate, t_lle effective date for the

removal or termination.

magistrate must order the offset or income withholding termination effective the first
day of the month following termination of the joint child’s health care coverage.

Subd. 17. COLLECTING UNREIMBURSED AND UNINSURED MEDI-
CAL EXPENSES. (a) A party must initiate a request for reimbursement of unreim-
bmsed and unlnsuled medlcal expenses w1th1n two years of the date that the party
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(b) A party seeking reimbursement of unreimbursed and uninsured medical
expenses must mail a written notice of intent to collect the expenses and a copy of an
affidavit of health ¢ cme expenses to the other party at the other party’s last known

address.

support enforcement services, the written notice also must include a statement that the
requesting party must submit the amount due to the public authority for collection.

(d) The affidavit of health care expenses must itemize and document the joint
child’s unreimbursed or r uninsured medical expenses and include copies of all bills,
receipts, and insurance company explanations of benefits.

(e) If the public authority provides support enforcement services, the party
seeking reimbursement must send to the public authority a copy of the written en notice,
the original affidavit, and copies of all bills, receipts, and insurance company

explanations of benefits.

(£) If the party does not respond to the request for reimbursement within 30 days,
the party seeking reimbursement or public authority, if the public authority provides
suppmt enforcement services, must commence an enforcement action against th_e party

under subdivision 18.

enforcement of the expenses as medical support arrears under subdivision 18.

(b) If the party files a timely motion for a hearing contesting the requested
reimbursement, the contesting party must schedule a hearing in district COlll’t or in the

expedited child support process if section 484.702 applies. The contesting party must
provide the party seeking reimbursement and the public authority, if the public
authouty provides support enforcement services, with wiitten notice of the he: hearing at
least 14 days before the hearing by mailing notice Ff—tTle hearing to the public authority
and the party at the party’s last known address. The party seeking reimbursement must
file the original affidavit of health care expenses with the court at least five days before
the hearing. Based upon the evidence presented, the district court or child support
magistrate must determine liability for the expenses and otder that the liable party is

subject to enforcement of the expenses as medical support arrears under subdivision
18.

Subd. 18. ENFORCING AN ORDER FOR MEDICAL SUPPORT AR-
REARS. (2) If a party liable for unreimbursed and uninsured medical expenses owes
a child support obligation to the party seeking reimbursement of the expenses, the
expenses must be collected as medical support arrears. T o
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(b) If a party liable for unreimbursed and uninsured medical expenses does not
owe a child support obligation to the party seeking reimbursement, and the p party
seeking reimbursement owes the liable party basic support arrears, the liable party’s

medical support arrears must be deducted from the amount of the basic support arrears.

(c) If a liable party owes medical support arrears after deducting the amount owed
from the amount of the child support arrears owed by the party seeking reimbursement,
it must be collected as as follows:

(1) if the party seeking reimbursement owes a child support obligation to the
liable p party, , the child support obligation must be reduced by 20 percent unt11 the
medical support arrears are satisfied;

@ if the party seeking reimbursement does not owe a child support obligation to |
the liable party, the liable party’s income must be subject to income withholding under
section 518.6111 for an amount required under section 518.553 until the medical

support arrears are > satisfied; or

(3) if the party seeking reimbursement does not owe a child support obligation, |

and income withholding under section 518.6111 is not available, payment of the

medical support atrears must be required under a payment agreement under section
518.553. |

(d) If a liable party fails to enter into or comply with a payment agreement, the
pm@eﬁﬁgﬁb@mﬁoﬂh@?ﬁbﬁaﬁhonw if it provides support enforcement
services, may schedule a hearing to have a court order payment. The party seeking
reimbursement or the pubhc authonty must p1ov1de the Hiable party w1th written notice

of the hearing at least 14 days before the hearing.

Sec. 23. [518.72] CHILD CARE SUPPORT.
Subdivision 1. CHILD CARE COSTS. Unless otherwise agreed to by the parties

and approved by the court, the court must order that work-related or education-related
child care costs of joint children be divided between the obligor and obligee based on
their ploportlonate > share of the parties’ combined monthly parental income for

determmlng child support. Ch11d care costs shall be adJusted by the amount of the

Department of Human Services shall ¢ develop tables to calculate the applicable credlt
based upon th_e custodial parent’s parental income @ determining child support.

Subd. 2. LOW-INCOME OBLIGOR. (a) If the obligor’s parental income for
determining child support meets the income eligibility requirements for child care
assistance under the basic sliding fee program under chapter 119B, the court must order

the obligor to pay the lesser of the following amounts:

(1) the amount of the obligor’s monthly co-payment for child care assistance
under the basic sliding fee schedule established by the commissioner of education
under chapter 119B, based on an obligor’s monthly - parental income for determining
child support and the size of the obligor’s household provided that tt the obligee is

actually receiving child care assistance under the basic sliding fec “program. For
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purposes of this subdivision, the obligor’s household includes the obligor and the
number of joint int children for whom child support is being ordered; ¢ or

(2) the amount of the obligor’s child care obligation under subdivision 1.

(b) The commissioner of human services must publish a table with the child care

ass1stance e basic sliding fee amounts and update the table for changes to the basic

Subd 3. DETERMINING COSTS. (a) The court must require verification of
emp]oyment or school attendance and documentation of child care expenses from the
obligee and the public authority, if apphcable

seasonal employment or school attendance or extended penods of parenting time with
the obligor, the court must determine child care expenses based on an average e monthly
cost

(c) The amount allocated for child care expenses is considered child support but
is not t subject to a cost-of~ “living adjustment under section 518.641.

(d) The court may allow the parent with whom the joint child does not reside to

care fﬂ th_e joint child while the parent with whom the joint child resides is working
or attending school, as p10v1dcd in section 518.175, subdivision 8. Allowmg the parent
with whom the joint child does not reside to care for the joint child under section

518.175, subdivision 8, is not a reason to deviate from the guidelines.

Subd. 4. CHANGE IN CHILD CARE. (2) When a court order provides for child
care expenses and the public authority provides child support enforcement services, the
public authority n must suspend collecting the amount allocated for child care expenses
when:

(1) either party informs the public authority that no child care costs are being
incurred; and

(2) the public authority verifies the accuracy of the 1nfonnat10n with the other
party.
The public authority will resume collecting child care expenses when either party
provides information that child care costs have resumed.

(b) If the parties provide conflicting information to the public authority regarding
whether child care expenses are being incurred, the pubhc authority will continue or
resume collecting child care expenses Either party, by motion to the court, may
challenge the suspension or resumption of the collection o of child care expenses. If the the
public anthority suspends collection activities for the amount allocated for child ¢ care
expenses, all other provisions of the court order remain in effect.

(c) In cases where there is a substantial increase or decrease in child care
expenses, the parties may modify the order under section 518.64.
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Sec. 24. [518.722] PARENTING EXPENSE ADJUSTMENT.

(a) This section shall apply when the amount of parenting time granted to an
obligor is ten percent or greater. Every ; child support order shall specify the total
percent of parenting t1me granted to each parent.

(b) The obhgor shall be entitled to a parenting expense adjustment calculated as
follows:

(1) find the adjustment percentage corresponding to the percentage of parenting

time allowed to the obligor below:

Percentage Range of Adjustment
Parenting Time Percentage

6] Iess than 10 percent no adjustment

(i) 10 percent t to 45 percent 12 percent

@ 45 1 percent to 50 percent pr_csume parenting

time is equal
(2) multiply the adjustment percentage by the obligor’s basic child support
obligation to arrive at the parenting expense adjustment.

(c) Subtract the parenting expense adjustment from the obligoi’s basic child
support obligation. The result is the obligor’s obligation after parenting expense
adjustment.

(d) If the parentlng time is equal, the expenses for the children are equally shared,
and the parental incomes for “determining child support of the parents also are equal,
no support shall be paid.

(e) If the parenting time is equal but the parents’ parental incomes for determining
ch11d support are not ‘equal, the parent having the greater parental incoine for
determlmng child support shall b be obligated for basic child support, calculated as as
follows:

(1) multiply the combined basic support by 1.5;

(2) prorate the basic child support obligation between the parents, subtract the
lower amount from the higher amount and divide the balance ir in half; and

(3) the resulting figure is the obligation after parenting expense adjustment for the
parent w1th the greater adjusted gross income.

(f) This parenting expense adjustment reflects the presumption that while
exercising parenting time, a parent is responsible for and incurs costs of caring ring for the
child, including, but not [imited to food, transpottatlon recreation, and household
expenses.

(g) In the absence of other evidence, there is a rebuttable presumption that each

parent has 25 percent of the parenting time for each joint child.

Sec. 25. [518.724] ABILITY TO PAY; SELF-SUPPORT ADJUSTMENT.

It is a rebuttable presumption that a child support order should not exceed the
obligor’s ab111ty to pay. To deteumnc the amount of child support the obligor has the
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pexson from the ob11g01 s gross income;

(2) compare the obligor’s income available for support from clause (1) to the
amount of support calculated as per section 518. 713, clauses (1) to (15). The amount
of child support that is presumed fc to be correct, as defined in section 518.713, is the

lesser of these two VO amOUNLs;

(3) this section does not apply to an incarcerated obligor;

(4) if the obligor’s child support is reduced under clause (2), then the court must

apply the reduction to the child support obligation 1 in the following order:

(i) medical support obligation;

(ii) child support care obligation; and

(iii) basic support obligation; and

(€] MINIMUM BASIC SUPPORT AMOUNT. if the obligor’s income available
for support is less than the self-support reserve, then the court must order minimum

support as follows:

(@) for one or two children, the obligor’s basic support obligation is $50 per

month; @

(iii) for five or more children, the obligor’s basic support obligation is $100 per
month, - o

If the court orders the obligor to pay the minimum basic supp01t amount under this
paragmph the obligor is plesﬁfnéﬁ_tm_able to pay child care support and medical
support,

If the court finds the obligor receives no income and completely lacks the ability to

eam income, the minimum basic support amount under this paragraph does not apply

Sec. 26. [518.725] GUIDELINE USED IN CHILD SUPPORT DETERMI-
NATIONS.

Subdivision 1. DETERMINATION OF SUPPORT OBLIGATION. (a) The
guideline in this section is a rebuttable presumption and shall be used in any Judicial

or administrative ploceedmg to establish or modify a support obligation under chapter
51 518.

(b) The basic child support obligation shall be determined by referencing the
guideline for the appropriate number of joint nt children and the combined parental

income for determining child support of the parents.
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(c) If a child is not in the custody of either parent and a support order is sought

against one or both parents, _ the basic child support obligation shall be determined by
referencing the guldehne for the appropriate number of joint children, and the parent’s
individual parental income for determining child support, not the combined parental

incomes for determining child support of the parents.

(d) For combined parental incomes for determining child support exceeding
$15,000 per per month, the presumed basic child support obligations shall be as for parents
with combined par ental income for determining child support of $15-60f)-§e—r month.
A basic child support obligation in excess of this level may be demonstrated for those

reasons set forth in section 518. 714.

Subd. 2. BASIC SUPPORT; GUIDELINE. Unless otherwise agreed to by the
parents and a approved by the court, when establishing basic support, the court must
order that basic suppott be e divided between the parents based on their p1 proportionate
share of the parents’ combined monthly parental income for determining child support,
as determined under section 518.712, subdivision 8. Basic support must be computed

using the following guideline:

Combined Parental Number o_f Children
Income for
Determining
Child Support One Two  Three  Four  Five Six
$0- $799 $50 $50 $75 $75  $100  $100
800- 899 80 129 149 173 201 233
900- 999 9 145 167 194 226 262
1,000- 1,099 116 161 18 216 251 291
1,100- 1,199 145 205 237 275 320 370
1,200- 1,299 177 254 204 341 396 459
1,300- 1,399 212 309 356 414 480 557
1,400~ 1,499 251 368 425 493 573 664
1,500- 1,599 202 433 500 580 673 780
1,600- 1,699 337 502 580 673 781 905
1,700- 1,799 385 577 666 773 897 1,040
1,800- 1,899 436 657 758 880 1,021 1,183
1,900- 1,999 490 742 856 994 1,152 1,336
2,000- 2,099 516 832 960 1,114 1,292 1,498
2,100~ 2,199 528 851 981 1,139 1,320 1,531
2,200~ 2,299 538 867 1,000 1,160 1,346 1,561
2,300- 2,399 546 881 1,016 1,179 1,367 1,586
2,400- 2,499 554 893 1,029 1,195 1,385 1,608
2,500~ 2,599 560 903 1,040 1,208 1,400 1,625
2,600- 2,699 570 920 1,060 1230 1,426 1,655
2,700- 2,799 580 936 1,078 1,251 1450 1,683
2,800- 2,899 589 950 1,094 1,270 1,472 1,707
2,900- 2,999 596 963 1,109 1,287 1492 1,730
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3,000~ 3,099 603 975 - 1,122 1,302 1,509 1,749
3,100- 3,199 613 991 1,141 1,324 1,535 1,779
3,200- 3,299 623 1,007 1,158 1,344 1,558 1,807
3,300~ 3,399 632 1,021 1,175 1363 1,581 1,833
3,400- 3,499 640 1,034 1,190 1,380 1,601 1,857
3,500- 3,599 648 1,047 1204 1397 1,621 1,880
3,600- 3,699 657 1,062 1223 1418 1,646 1,909
3,700~ 3,799 667 1,077 1240 1,439 1,670 1,937
3,800- 3,809 676 1,018 1257 1459 1,693 1,963
3,900~ 3,999 684 1,104 1273 1,478 1,715 1,988
4,000~ 4,099 692 71,116 1288 1,496 1,736 2,012
4,100~ 4,199 701 1,032 1305 1,516 1,759 2,039
4.200- 4,299 710 1,147 1322 1,536 1,781 2,064
4.300- 4,399 718 1,161 1,338 1,554 1,802 2,088
4,400- 4,499 726 1175 1353 1,572 1,822 2,111
4,500- 4,599 734 1,184 1368 1,589 1841 2,133
4,600- 4,699 743 1200 1,38 1,608 1,864 2,160
4,700- 4,799 753 1215 1402 1,627 1,887 2,186
4,800- 4,899 762 1,231 1419 1,645 1,908 2212
4,900- 4,999 771 1246 1435 1,663 1930 2,236
5,000- 3,099 780 1,260 1,450 1,680 1,950 2,260
5,100- 5,199 788 1,275 1468 1,701 1,975 2,289
5,200- 5,299 797 1200 1485 1,722 1999 2317
5,300- 5,399 805 1,304 1,502 1,743 2,002 27345
5,400- 5,499 812 1318 1518 1,763 2,046 2372
5,500- 5,599 820 1,331 1,535 1,782 2,068 2,398
5.600- 5,699 829 1,346 1,551 1,801 2,090 2,424
5,700- 3,799 838 1,357 1,568 1,819 2111 2,449
5,800~ 5,899 847 1,376 1,583 1,837 2,132 2,473
5,900~ 5,999 856 1,390 1,599 1,855 2,152 2,497
6,000- 6,099 864 1,404 1614 1,872 2172 2,520
6,100- 6,199 874 1,419 1,631 1,892 2,195 2,546
6,200- 6,209 883 1,433 1645 1912 2217 2572
6,300- 6,399 892 1,448 1,664 1,932 2239 2,597
6,400- 6,499 901 1462 1,682 1,051 2260 2,621
6,500~ 6,599 910 1,476 1,607 1,970 2282 2,646

1
|

6,600- 6,699 919 1490 1713 1989 2305 2,673
6,700- 6,799 927 1,505 1,730 2,000 2,328 2,700
6,800- 6,899 936 1,519 1,746 2,028 2350 2,727
6,900- 6,999 944 1,533 1,762 2,047 2379 2,753
7,000- 7,099 952 1,547 1,778 2,065 2,394 2,779
7,100- 7,199 961 1,561 1,795 2,085 2417 2,805
7,200- 7,299 971 1,574 1812 2,104 2439 2,830
7,300- 7,399 980 1,587 1,828 2,123 2462 2,854
7,400- 7,499 989 1,600 1,844 2,142 2483 2,879

|
|
|
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7,500- 7,599 998 1,613 1,860 2,160 2,505 2,903
7,600- 7,699 1,006 1,628 1,877 2,180 2528 2,929
7,700~ 7,799 1,015 1,643 1,894 2,199 2550 2,955
7,800- 7,899 1,023 1,658 1911 2218 2572 2981
7,900- 7,999 1,032 1,673 1,928 2237 2594 3,007 |
8,000- 8,099 1,040 1,688 1,944 2256 2616 3,032 |
8,100- 8,199 1,048 1,703 1,960 2,274 2,637 3,057 |
8,200~ 8,299 1,056 1,717 1,976 2293 2,658 3,082 |
8,300- 8,399 1,064 1,731 1992 2311 2,679 3,106
_ 8,400- 8,499 1,072 1,746 2,008 2328 27700 3,130
8,500~ 8,599 1,080 1,760 2,023 2346 2720 3,154
8,600- 8,699 1,092 1,780 2,047 2374 2752 3,191
* 8,700- 8,799 1,105 1,801 2,071 2401 2,784 3,228
3,300- 8,399 1,118 1,822 2,094 2429 2816 3,265
8,900- 8,999 1,130 1,842 2,118 2456 2,848 3,302
9,000- 9,099 1,143 1863 2,142 2484 2,830 3,339
9,100- 9,199 1,156 1,884 2,166 2512 2912 3,376
9,200- 9,299 1,168 1,004 2,190 2539 2944 3413
9,300~ 9,399 1,181 1,925 2213 2567 2,976 3,450
9,400- 9,499 1,194 1946 2237 2594 3,008 3,487
9,500- 9,599 1,207 1,967 2261 2,622 3,040 3,525
9,600- 9,699 1,219 1,987 2,285 2650 3,072 3,562
9,700~ 9,799 1232 2,008 2309 2,677 3,104 3,599
9,800~ 9,899 1,245 2,029 2332 2705 3,136 3,636
9,900- 9,999 1257 2,049 2356 2732 3,168 3,673
10,000-10,099 1,270 2,070 2,380 2,760 3,200 3,710
10,100-10,199 1,283 2,091 2404 2788 3232 3,747
10,200-10,299 1295 2,111 2,428 2,815 3264 3,784
10,300-10,399 1308 2,132 2451 2843 3296 3,821
10,400-10,499 1321 2,153 2475 2,870 3328 3,858
10,500-10,599 1,334 2,174 2499 2898 3360 3,896
10,600-10,699 1346 2,194 2523 2926 37392 3,933
10,700-10,799 1,359 2215 2,547 20953 3424 3,970
10,800-10,899 1,372 2236 2570. 2981 3456 4,007
10,900-10,999 1,384 2256 2,594 3,008 3,488 4,044
11,000-11,099 1397 2277 2618 3,036 3,520 4,081
11,100-11,199 1,410 2298 2,642 3,064 3,552 4,118
11,200-11,299 1422 2318 2666 3,091 3584 4,155
11,300-11,399 1,435 2330 268 3,119 3,616 4,192
11,400-11,499 1,448 2360 2,713 3,146 3,648 4,229
11,500-11,599 1461 2381 2737 3,174 3,680 47267
11,600-11,699 1473 2401 2,761 3202 3,712 4,304
11,700-11,799 1,486 2422 2785 3229 3,744 4,341
11,800-11,899 1,490 2443 2808 3257 3,776 4,378
11,900-11,999 1,511 2463 2,832 3,28 3808 4,415
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12,000-12,099 1,524 2,484 2,856 3,312 3,840 4,452
12,100-12,199 1,537 2,505 2,880 3,340 3,872 4,489
12,200-12,299 1,549 2,525 2,904 3,367 3904 4,526
12,300-12,399 1,562 2,546 2,927 3,395 3,936 4,563
12,400-12,499 1,575 2,567 2,951 3,422 3,968 4,600
12,500-12,599 1,588 2,588 2975 3450 4,000 4,638
12,600-12,699 1,600 2,608 2,999 3478 4,032 4,675
12,700-12,799 1,613 2,629 3,023 3,505 4,064 4,712
12,800-12,899 1,626 2,650 3,046 3,533 4,096 4,749
12,900-12,999 1,638 2,670 3,070 3,560 4,128 4,786
13,000-13,099 1,651 2,691 3,094 3,588 4,160 4,823
13,100-13,199 1,664 2,712 3,118 3,616 4,192 4,860
13,200-13,299 1,676 2,732 3,142 3,643 4,224 4,897
13,300-13,399 1,680 2,753 3,165 3,671 4,256 4,934
13,400-13,499 1,702 2,774 3,189 3,698 4,288 4971
13,500-13,599 1,715 2,795 3,213 3,726 4,320 5,009
13,600-13,699 1,727 2,815 3,237 3,754 4,352 5,046
13,700-13,799 1,740 2,836 3,261 3,781 4,384 5,083
13,800-13,899 1,753 2,857 3,284 3,809 4416 5,120
13,900-13,999 1,765 2,877 3,308 3,836 4,448 5,157
14,000-14,009 1,778 2,898 3,332 3,864 4480 5,194
14,100-14,199 1,791 2,919 3,356 3,892 4,512 5,231
14,200-14,299 1,803 2,939 3,380 3,919 4,544 5,268
14,300-14,399 1,816 2,960 3403 3,947 4,576 5,305
14,400-14,499 1,829 2,981 3427 3,974 4,608 5,342
14,500-14,599 1,842 3,002 3451 4,002 4,640 5,380
14,600-14,699 1,854 3,022 3475 4,030 4,672 5417
14,700-14,799 1,867 3,043 3499 4,057 4,704 5454
14,800-14,899 1,880 3,064 3,522 4,085 4,736 5,491
14,900-14,999 1,892 3,084 3,546 4,112 4,768 5,528
15,000, or 1,905 3,105 3,570 4,140 4,800 5,565
the amount
in effect

under subd. 4

Subd. 3. IN COME CAP ON DETERMINING BASIC SUPPORT. (a) The
basic supp suppoxt obligation for parents with a combined parental income for determmmg
child support in excess of the income o limit currently in effect under subdivision 2 must
be the same dollar amount as as provided for the parties  with a combined parental income
for determining child support equal to the income in 1 effect under subdivision 2.

(by A court may order a basic support obligation in a child support order in an
amount that exceeds the income limit in subdivision 2 if it finds that a child has a

disability or other substantial, demonstrated need for the additional support for those

reasons set forth i in section 518.714 and that the additional support will dir ectly benefit
the chlld
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(c) The dollar amount for the cap in subdivision 2 must be adjusted on July 1 of

every even-numbered year to reflect cost-of-living changes. The Supreme Court must
select the index for Q‘E adfustment from the indices listed in section 518.641,
subdivision 1, The state court administrator must make the changes in the dollar
amounts required by this paragraph available to courts and the public on or before

April 30 of the year in n which the amount is to " change.

Subd. 4. MORE THAN SIX CHILDREN. I a child support proceeding
involves more than six children, the court may derive a support order without
specifically following the guidelines. However, the court ‘must consider the basic
principles encompassed b by the guidelines and must_consider both parents’ ts’ needs,
resources, and circumstances.

Sec. 27. [518.729] WORKSHEET.

The commissioner of human services must create and publish a worksheet to
assist in calculating child support under sections 518.54 to 518.729. The worksheet
must not impose substantive requirements other than Equirementﬁ)ntained in
sections 518.54 to 518.729. The commissioner must upmte the worksheetg July 1 §_f

each year. The commissioner must make an interactive version of the worksheet
available on the Department of Human Services Web site.

Sec. 28. STUDY OF ECONOMIC IMPACT OF CHILD SUPPORT GUIDE-
LINES.

The commissioner of human services shall contract with a private provider to

conduct an economic analysis of the child support guidelines contained in this act to
evalnate whether the guidelines fairly represent the cost of raising children f _fgr @_g

respective parental income levels, excluding medical support, child care, and education
costs.

The results of the study shall be completed by no later than January 30, 2006. The

private provider must have experience in evaluating or establishing child support
guidelines, using the i income shares approach in other states.

Sec. 29. INSTRUCTION TO THE REVISOR.

The revisor of statutes shall create in the first edition of or supplement to

provision of support for children. The transferred prov1s10ns shall be arranged as
follows:

(1) definitions;

(2) computations of basic support and the related calculations, adjustments, and
guidelines that may affect the computations;

(3) child care support;
(4) medical support;
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(5) ability to pay and self-support reserves;’

() deviation factors; and

(7) collection, administrative, and other matters.

The new chapter shall be edited by the revisor in accordance with usual editorial
practices as provided by Minnesota Statutes, section 3C.10. If the revisor determines
that additional changes are necessary to assure the clarity and utility of the new chapter,

the revisor shall drait and propose appropriate leg1s1at10n to the leglslatme

Sec. 30. APPROPRIATIONS

$860,000 is appropriated in fiscal year 2006 from the general fund to the
commissioner of human services to fund implementation of this act. $450,000 is

appropriated in  fiscal year 2007 from the general fund to the commissioner of human

services to reimburse counties for their implementation costs. The commissioner of
human services shall distribute funds to the counties for their costs of 1mplementat10n
based upon their total county IV-D caseload. The appropriation base in fiscal year 2008

for grants to counties shall be $450,000.

$440,000 is appropriated in fiscal year 2007 from the general fund to the Supreme

Court to fund implementation of this act. This is a onetime appropriation.

Sec. 31. REPEALER.

Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 518.171; 518.54, subd1v1s1ons 2, 4_1_ and 4_ai and
518.551, subdivisions 1, Sa, 5c, and 5f, are repealed.

Sec. 32. EFFECTIV E DATE.

Except as otherwise provided, this act is effective January 1, 2007, and applies to

orders adopted or modified after that date. Sections 1 to 3 of thi act are ‘effective July
1, 2005.

Presented to the governor May 31, 2005

Signed by the governor June 3, 2005, 10:30 a.m.

CHAPTER 165—H.F.No. 1816

An act relating to human services; extending coverage of certain mental health services;
providing for children’s mental health services; changing certain civil commitment provisions;
establishing a task force to study disposition of persons committed as sexually dangerous or
sexual psychopathic personality; requiring a report; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections
148C.11, subdivision 1; 253B.02, subdivisions 7, 9; 253B.05, subdivision 2; 256.9693;
256B.0624, by adding a subdivision; 260C.141, subdivision 2; 260C.193, subdivision 2;
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