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CHAPTER 293—H.F.N0. 1006 
An act relating to elections; providing for conformity with the federal Help America Vote 

Act; authorizing rulemaking; providing for administration of elections; conforming disclaimer 
requirements for campaign material to constitutional limitations; amending Minnesota Statutes 
2002, sections 5.08; 15.0597, subdivisions 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7; 15.0599, subdivision 4; 201.021; 
201.022; 201.061, subdivisions 1, 3, by adding a subdivision; 201.071, subdivisions 1, 2, 3; 

201.091, subdivisions 4, 5, by adding a subdivision; 201.121, subdivision 1; 201.13, subdivision 
1; 201.15,, as amended; 201.155; 201.161; 201.1611, subdivision 1; 201.171; 201.221, subdivi- 
sions 2, 3; 202A.14, subdivision 3; 203B.06, subdivision 4; 203B.08, subdivision 3; 2033.085; 
203B.12, subdivision 2; 20.33.16, by adding a subdivision; 203B.l7; 203B.19; 203B.24, 
subdivision 2; 203B.26; 204B.06, subdivision 1; 204B,07, subdivision 2; 204B.09, subdivisions 1, 
3; 204B.16, subdivision 3; 204B.19, subdivisions 1, 6; 204B.22, by adding a subdivision; 
204B.36, subdivision 4; 204B.41; 20413.47; 204C.06, by adding a subdivision; 204008, by 
adding a subdivision; 204C.10; 204C.20, subdivision 2; 204C.33; subdivision 1; 204C.35, by 
adding a subdivision; 204C.36, by adding a subdivision; 204C.361; 204D.14, by adding a 
subdivision; 204D.27, subdivision 1]; 205.075, by adding’ a subdivision; 205.16, subdivision 4, 
by adding a subdivision; 205.185, subdivisions 2, 3; 20511.02; 205A.07, by adding a subdivision; 
206.57, by adding subdivisions; 206.81; 206.90, subdivision 6; 211A. 02, by adding a subdivision; 
211B.01, subdivision 2; 211B.04; 351.01, subdivision 4; 365.51, subdivision 3; 367.12; 414. 041, 
subdivision 1; 447.32, subdivisions 3, 4; Minnesota Statutes 2003 Supplement, section 205A.07, 
subdivision 3; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 201; 204C; 204D. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

ARTICLE 1 

HAVA COMPLIANCE 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.021, is amended to read: 

201.021 PERMANENT REGISTRATION SYSTEM. 
A permanent system of voter registration by county is established, with the eounty 

systems linked together by a eentsalized statewide system a single, official, centralized, 
interactive computerized statewide voter registration list defined, maintained, and 
administered at the state level that contains the name aiidregistration information? 
every legally regis—te1:ed:tote1‘inR state, andassigns a Lfique identifier to each legalg 
registered voter in the state. '1-‘he_h1teractixTe‘ computerized statewide votheifu-agistration 

IE constitutes thgcfficial eveiy legally registered voter in the state. The county 
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auditor shall be chief registrar of voters and the chief custodian of the official 
registration records in each county. The secretary of‘ state is responsible for defining, 
maintaining, £12 administering the centralized system. 

See. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.022, is amended to read: 
201.022 STATEWIDE REGISTRATION SYSTEM. 

' Subdivision ‘-1. ESTABLISHMENT. The secretary of state shall maintain a 
statewide voter registration system to facilitate voter registration and to provide a 
central database containing voter registration information from around the state. The 
system must be accessible to the county auditor of each county in the state. Tire system 
must also: ‘ 

_(_l_) provide E voters to submit their voter registration applications to arfl county 
auditor, Q secretary o_f state, or t_h§ Department o_f Public Safety; 

9)’ provide Q th_e definition, establishment, id maintenance of a central 
database fcg all voter registration information;

‘ 

(3) provide for entering data into the statewide registration system; 

(_Q provide fcg electronic transfer o_f completed voter registration applications 
from E Department of Public Safety t_o th_e secretary o_f state or die county auditor; 
Q assign it unique identifier t_o each legally registered voter E state; 
(6) provide for the acceptance of the Minnesota driver’s license number, 

(1) coordinate with other agency databases within E state; 
g8_) allow county auditors £1 th_e secretary o_f state t_o add or modify information 

Q th_e system 9 provide E accurate Ed up-to—date records; 
(9) allow county auditors, municipal and school district clerks, and the secretary 

of state to have electronic access to _t£e_ ste?wide registration system fo_r review E‘ 
search capabilities; 

(10) provide security protection of a_ll information t_lE ‘statewide registra- 
tion system 11$ ensure E unauthorized access is not allowed; Q provide access t_o municipal clerks Q E: E system; Q provide a system for each county t_o identify E precinct t_o which _a voter 
should be assigned for voting purposes; 

(13) provide daily reports accessible by county auditors E E driver’s license 
numbers, state identification numbers, or las_t four digits of the Social Security numbers 
submitted E voter registration applications E have been_Gerified § accurate H the 
secretary 91’ state; arg 

(_l@ provide reports E the number o_f absentee ballots transmitted t_o aid returned 
and cast by voters under section 203B.16. 
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' The appropriate state g local official shall provide security measures t_o prevent 
unauthorized access to tl1_e computerized established under section 201.021. 

Subd. 2. RULES. The secretary of state shall make permanent rules necessary to 
administer the system required in subdivision 1. 5Phe rules must at least—: 

éfiprevidefiervoterstesubmitdaeinregistmtienteanyeeuntyaudfiogthe 
seeretar=yefstate;ertheDepartmente£PublieSafety§ , 

é2)pmvide£ertheestabHshmemandmaintenaneeo£aeen&aldatabase“£eraH 
voter information; 

_ 

‘(%)pwvidepmeedures£orenwfingdammmthesmtewideregistratiensysteme 
(49pm~4de£erinwmedenwiththeeemputefizedd14vmisHeense£eeerésye£the 

Departmenteflzabliesafetye 

€5)'aHewthee£Eiesse£aHeountyauditorsandtheseeretmye£stateteadd; 
medif§gmdde1ewin£ermafien£remthes§%temtepmv4de£oraewmmandup4e4ate 
records: 

(é)aHowtheeffieeso£aHeeuntyauditorsandtheSeeretmyo£State1s9££ieem 
haveawessmthestatemderegisafimnsystemfiermviewandseweheapabflifiese 

(—’7—)prev1el'eseeurity' andpreteet1e‘ne£allinferrnatte' ninthestatew1de' 
" ' 

systemandtoensurethatanaatherizedenaryisnetallewede - 

(8)prevideasystem£oreaelaeeuntyteidenti£y‘thepreeinettewlaiehaveter 
sheulelbeassigned fervetingpurpesesg and

' 

é9)prescribeapmcedumferthemmme£%mpletedvoterregis&atien£ennsfiem 
theDepm4mentofPubHeSa£etyto_thesecretm§to£smteertheeeuntyaud#ea 

. Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.061, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: . 

Subdivision 1. PRIOR TO ELECTION DAY. At any time except during the 20 
days immediately preceding any election, an eligible voter or any individual who will 
be an eligible voter at the time of the next election may register to vote in the precinct 
in which the voter maintains residence by completing a Qt; registration card 

' 

application as described in section 201.071, subdivision 1, and submitting it in person 
or by mail to_the county Elditor of that county or to the gecretary of State’s Office. A 
registration that is received no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 21st day preceding any 
election shall be accepted. An improperly addressed or delivered registration card 
application shall be forwarded within two working days after receipt to the county 
auditor of the county where the voter maintains residence. A state or local agency or 
an individual that accepts completed voter registration cards applications from a voter 

_must submit the completed cards applications to the secretary of state or the 
appropriate county auditor within ten days» after the cards applications are dated by the 
voter‘. 

E purposes gt’ section, mail registration defined § a voter registration 
application delivered to the secretary o_f state, county auditor, pr municipal clerk lg th_e 
United States Postal Service g a commercial carrier. 
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Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.061, is amended by adding a 
subdivision‘ to read: . . 

-

i 

subd: E INCOMPLETE REGISTRATION BY MAIL. I_f gig county ‘auditor 
determines that a voter who has submitted a voter registration application by mail has 

‘not previouay-I‘ voted in this_sTate for. a federal office and has also not presented a 
document authorized for election day registration in section 201.061, subdivision §_, to E auditor, £1 th_e ccfiity audito1‘—i_s_.unable t_o .veri_fy Q vote_r’s driver’s license, stag 
identification, o_r @ f_oE digits of the voter’s Social Security number as. provided?y 
the voter on the voter registratiorTapp1i_cation, then the county auditor notify the 
%—ter that theiegistration is incomplete id to cT1p1EEé registration by using driebffi 
i%uH;Hethods:- 

" _ " 
‘ 
-—__ 

(_1) presenting _tp _tlE auditor more gran gg days before _th_e election 2 document 
A 

authorized for election E registration section 201.061, subdivision
0 

Q registering person before pr on election day; 

K 
voting Q absentee ballot or by mail, following election day registration 

procedures f_o_r absentee voters § described section 203B.04, subdivision o_r 

(4) providing proof of residence by any of the methods authorized for election day 
registration section 201.061, subdivision 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.061, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: . » 

,Subd. 3. ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION. An individual who is eligible to 
vote may register on election day by appearing in person at the polling place for the 
precinct in which the individual maintains residence, by completing a registration card 
application, making an oath in -the form prescribed by the secretary of state and 
providing proof of residence. An‘ individual may prove residence fér purposes of 
registering by: ' 

« 

‘ ' ' 

(1) showing presenting a driver’s license or Minnesota identification card issued 
pursuant to section 171.07; 1 

presenting any document approved by the secretary of state as proper 
identification;

‘ 

(3) showing presenting one of the following: 

(i) a current valid student identification card from a posts_econdary_educational 
‘institution in Minnesota, if a list of students from that institution has. been prepared 
under section 135A.17 and certified to the county auditor in the manner provided in 
rules of the secretary of state; or 

(ii) a current student fee statement that contains the student’s valid address in the 
precinct together with a picture identification card; Q - 
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(4) having a voter who is registered to vote in the precinct sign an oath in the 
presence of the election judge vouching that the voter personally knows that the 
individual is a resident of the precinct. A voter who has been vouched for on election 
day may not sign a proof of residence oath vouching for any other individual on that 
election daya er:

' 

$9 For tribal band members living on an Indian reservation, an individual may 
prove residence for purposes of registering by showing presenting an identification 
card issued by the tribal government of a tribe recognized by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, United States Department of the Interior, that contains the name, street 

address, signature, and picture of the individual. The county auditor of each county 
having territory within the reservation shall maintain a record of the number of election 
day registrations accepted under this section. 

A county, school district, or municipality may require that an election judge 
responsible for election day registration initial each completed registration earel 

application. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.071, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. FORM. A voter registration card application must be of suitable 
size and weight for mailing andgain spaces for the following required information: 
voter’s first name, middle name, and last name; voter’s previous name, if any; voter’s 
current address; voter’s previous address, if any; voter’s date of birth; voter’s 
municipality and county of residence; voter’s telephone number, if provided by the 
voter; date of registration; current and valid Minnesota driver’s license number or 
Minnesota % identification number, o_r if the 1/<_)t_er has no current and valfi 
Minnesota driver’s license o_r Minnesota state7ide_ritificatiorTtlie_E1st four digits ofihe 
voter’s Social Security number; and voterTgnatu1'e. The reggrat-i3n—2EJ_pliTatio1—1_m_a_y 
include the voter’s e-mail address, if provided by the Vcfer, and the voter’s interestfi 
serving Kan election judge, if indicated by the?/oEr. The €314? application must als_o 
contain ;th__e_ fo11owing‘certifi_cation of vcfiaiqigibilityi 

“_1 certify tl1_z\t 3 
Q b_e at least 3 years Edd E electionE 
(2) am a citizen of the United States; 

_(i)_ maintain residence at address given E E registration form; 
Q2 am n_o_t under court-ordered guardianship o_f E person where T have gt 

retained the right to vote;
A 

Q have n_ot been found by a court £9 be legally incompetent to vote; 
(_7_2 have _n_ot been convicted pf a felony without having E civil rights restored; 

and 
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92 have Ed El understand the following statement: @ giving false informa- E‘ a felony punishable by E Ere than fiye years imprisonment or a fi_ne g n_ot 
more. than $10,000, or bot .” 

The certification must include" boxes fo_r E voter t_o respond t_o th_e following 
questions: 

“fl érf E a citizen p_f th_e United States?” £1 
“(E E E E years o_ld Q g before election day?” 
And the instruction:

. 

:I_f you checked E t_o either pf these questions, Q E complete form.” 

The form of the voter registration ear-d application and the certification of voter 
eligibility must be as provided in the rules of the seeretarry of state this subdivision and 
approved by the secretary of state. Voterregistration forms authori?e—c-1 by the Natiorj 
Voter Regi_strEon Act may-‘also-— be accepted as valid. - 

i

' 

individual may if a voter registration application 3 apply Q register t_o vote 
in Minnesota o_r to change information Q E existing registration. 

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.071, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: * ' 

Subd. 2. INSTRUCTIONS. A registration eardr application shall be accompanied 
by instructions specifying the manner and method of registration, the qualificationssfor 
voting, the penalties for false registration, and the availability’ of registration and voting 
assistance for elderly and handicapped individuals and residents of health care 
facilities and hospitals. The instructions must indicate that if the Voter does not have 
a valid Minnesota drivcfi license or idgifiication car'(fftT1<:_E1s%J1EiF()ftfi 
voter’s Social Security number mus? be provided, unless E xgtefiioefia have—21 
Social Security number. If, prior to election day, a person rc3—quests th—e'1'11_str_LEti(W in 
Braille, on cassette tape, or in a version printed in 16-point bold type with heavy 
24—point leading, the county auditor shall provide them in the form requested. The 
secretary of state shall prepare Braille and cassette copies and make them available. 

See. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.071, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. DEFICIENT REGISTRATION. No voter registration application is 
deficient if it contains the voter’s name, address, date of birth, current and valid 
Minnesota driver’s license number or Minnesota state identification number:-or 5% 
voter has no current and valid Minnesota dr%’s license or Minn_esot_a state 
iEntific_a_tionnumber, thaast four digits of the voter’s Social Security number, ii 
voter has been issued a—S3ciaTS.e-c-urity nun—1b_e_r,_prior registration, if any, and signa_tuE 
TH6“aFéT::F of a zip" code number does not cause the registration to be deficient. 
Failure to check a box on an application form that a voter has certified to be true does 
not cau_se—-t?regfiaTic>11_ to be deficient. Thenelecfiorjudges shallwrefisa 
i11—dividual t<)—co1“rect a $3335 iegigration earel application if it is deficient or illegible or 
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if the name or number of the voter’s school district is missing or obviously incorrect. 
No eligible voter may be prevented from voting unless the voter’s registration card 
application is deficient or the voter is duly and successfully challenged in accordance 
with section 201.195 or 204012. 1 

A voter registration card application accepted prior to August 1, 1983, is not 
deficienT)rlack of date of birth. The county or municipality may attempt to obtain the 
date of birth for a voter registration card application accepted prior to August 1," 1983, 
by a request to the_v<—)te1' at any time except at the polling place. Failure by the voter 
to comply with this request does not make the registration deficient. 

‘ '

A 

A voter registration application accepted before January 1, 2004, is not deficient 
for lack of a valid‘ Minnesota driver’s license or state identification’ nu’1n—be—r_9r the last 

ofzjocial Security number. A vofidegstration application subrnitfidnby 
avoter who_d5es not have a Minnesota td?iver’s'license or state identification number: 
3r-zt_§)fiS3cTuiW1171l_3Le_r, 

r_1_c_>t deficient E @ _o_f_ar_1y_o_f numbers. 

Sec; 9. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.091, subdivision 4, amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. PUBLIC INFORMATION LISTS. The county auditor shall make 
available for inspection a public information list which must contain the name, address, 
year of birth, and voting history of each -registered voter inthe county. The telephone 
number must be included on the list if provided by the voter. The public information 
list may also include information on voting districts‘. The county auditor may -adopt 
reasonable rules governing access to the list. No individual inspecting the public 
information list shall tamper with or alter it in any manner. ‘No. individual whoinspects 
the public information list or who acquires a list of registered voters prepared from the 
public information list may use any information contained in the list for purposes 
unrelated to elections, political activities, or law enforcement. The secretary of state 
may provide copies of the public information lists and other information from the 
statewide registration system for uses related to elections, political activities, or in 
response to a law enforcement inquiry from a public official concerning a failure to 
comply with any criminal statute or any state or local tax statute. 

Before inspecting the public information. list or obtaining a list of voters or other 
information from the list, the individual shall provide identification to the public 
official having custody of the public information list and shall state in writing that any 
information obtained from the list will not be used for purposes unrelated to elections, 
political activities, or law enforcement. Requests to examine or obtain information 
from the public information lists or the statewide registration system must be made and 
processed in the manner provided in the rules of the secretary of state. 

Upon receipt of a written request and a copy of the court order, the secretary of 
state may must withhold from the public information list the name of any registered 
voter placed under court-ordered protection.

‘ 

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.091, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: ‘ 
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Subd. 5. COPY OF LIST TO REGISTERED VOTER. The county auditors and 
the secretary of ‘state shall provide paper copies of the public information lists anelvmay 
previde the lists i-n-some ether: form in electronic or other media to; any voter registered 
in Minnesota within ten days of recaving a writtenrecfilest accompanied by payment 
of the cost of reproduction. The county auditors and the secretary of state shall make 
a copy of the list available for public inspection without cost. An individual who 
inspects or acquires a copy _of a public information list may not use any information 
contained in it for purposes unrelated to elections, political activities, or law 
enforcement. 
date of birth of a registered voter:

' 

Sec. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.091, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

' A

1 

Subd. 9. RESTRICTED DATA. A list provided for‘ public inspection or 
purchase, forjury selection, or in response Ea law enforcement inquiry, must na 
include a xI<>—ter?late of birthdr Ery part of a_vo_teKSocial, Security number,—dEveTs 
license number, o_Ti2l_<;ntifiTmia1 card number. 

7 i " 

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.121, subdivision _1, is amended to 
read:

4 

Subdivision 1. ENTRY OF REGISTRATION INFORMATION. (a) Upen 
reeei-ving.At the time a voter registration eard application properly comple—ted and, 
subnritted,-and:re?is/ed in accordance with sections 201.061 and 201.071, the county 
auditor sh-all_enter in the information contained on it into the statewide registration 
system the on it. Voter regisntnatiorgards applications completed 
before election day must be entered into the statewide registration system within ten 
days after they have been submitted to the county auditor. Voter registration 
applications completed on election day must be entered into the statewide registration 
system within 42 days afier the election, unless-the county—an(htor notifies the secretary 
o_f ;@ beforeTh_@—d—a1—3I~deadline _ha_s expirecrirt th_e deadline EEE me_t. 

(b) Upon receiving a completed voter registration eatel or form application‘, the 
secrefiy of state may electronically transmit the information on the earel or term 
application-to the appropriate county -auditor as soon as possible for .review by the 
county auditor before final entry into the statewide registration system. The secretary 
of state may mail the _\L(_)_te_r registration eard or farm application to the county auditor. 

(c) Within ten days after the county auditor has entered information from a voter 
registTtion application-i-InTtlFstatewide registradon system, the secretary of state 
shall "compare the vote1r_’s—nfie, "date of birth, and driver’s license number‘: ER; 
i-tgrrtification nrfiber, or the last far-r~d_igits of theSocial Security number with7lTe 
same information contann§i_r_TEEpartmer1TpE’ublic Safety database. 

—_ _~ 
(d) The secretary of state shall provide a report to the county auditor on a weekly 

basifihatuinucludes a li.sT§t§s_v—vhose name, date of—b—ir'th, or identificafiri number E l)r=.—en compare—d_wit_li the same information‘n1_.th_e Depanment of Public Safety 
K1baEe—Ed cannot Eyerfied as provided su—bdivision. Tl1_e_repor“c nit 
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separately those voters who have submitted a voter registration application by mail and 
have Q voted z_t federal election state. 

(e) The county auditor shall compile a list of voters for whom the county auditor 
and Hegcretary of state _E=._unab1e :6 ?nHude thaT_informatTn on the voter 
Fgisfiifion applicati_on?dtlE-correspon$ng informatidrfin th_e Departm_ent7>_?PE1ic 
Safety database relate @—same person. —' 

(f) Thecounty auditor shall send a notice of incomplete registration to any voter 
whose-nag: appears on the lie?-za1r—1d—<:l12_1nge theVoter’s status to “incompleE.7\ voter 
who reTiv_es a notica)fT1(3I‘nB1‘e_tc registration from the county auditor may? either 
E3?/ide the inf_ormation~required to complete the registrafien at lgg 21 dflsffiore the it elecfim g at th_e polling Q33 9_n_ electicnl 

_ - 
Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.13, subdivision 1, is amended to 

read:
0 

Subdivision 1. COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH, REPORTS OF DECEASED 
RESIDENTS. Pursuant to the Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, 
the commissioner of healTl1_sh‘al1_1Te'port montl1’lyT)§/?1ec_tr§1'i~<:'“means tofi secretary 
of state the name, address, date of birth, and coungof residence of each individual 18 
years of age or older who has died while maintaining residence in Minnesota since the 
last previous report. The secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons listed 
in the report are registered to vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for each 
county auditor. Within 60 days after receiving the list from the secretary of state, the 
county auditor shall change the status of those registrants to “deceased” in the 
statewide registration system. 

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.15, as amended by Laws 2003, 
chapter 12, article 2, section 3, is amended to read: 

201.15 DISTRICT JUDGE, REPORT GUARDIANSI-IIPS AND COMMIT- 
MENTS. - 

Subdivision 1. GUARDIANSHIPS AND INCOMPETENTS. Pursuant to the 
Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, the state court administrator 
5331" report momlilyby elect—rcEc meansgthe secretary of state the name, address, 
and date of birth of e‘a_ch individual 18 years of age or over, who during the month 
preceding the date of the report: 

(a) was placed under a guardianship of the person in which the court order 
provides that the ward does not retain the right to vote; or 

(b) was adjudged legally incompetent.~ 
A 

The court administrator shall also report the same information for each individual 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the court who meets a condition specified in clause (a) 
or (b). The secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons in the report is 
registered to vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for the county auditor. The 
county auditor shall change the status on the record in the statewide registration system 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut: _
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of any individual named in the report to indicate that the individual is not eligible to 
reregister or vote. 2 

~ 
' 

~ '- 

Subd. .-,2. RESTORATION TO CAPACITY. Pursuant to the fly America Vote 
Act o_r gggg Public Law 107-252, the state court administrato—r s’hE11 report month1y”1§ 
Tctronic means to Wsecretary of state the name, address, and date of birth of eaa 
individual transferred from guardianship to conservatorship or who is restored to 
capacity by the court after being ineligible to vote for any of the reasons specified in 
subdivision 1. The secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons‘ in the report 
is registered to vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for the county auditor. 
The county‘ auditor shall change the status on the voter’s record in the statewide 
registration system to “active.” ' 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.155, is amended to read:
I 

' 

201.155 REPORT ON FELONY CONVICTIONS. 
Pursuant to the Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, the state 

court administrfatcngslfreport montm lyelectriic means fie secretary of state 
the name, address, date of birth, date of sentence, effective date of the sentence, and 
county in which the convictionnoccurred of each person who has been convicted of a 
felony. The state court administrator shall also report the.name, address, and date of 
birth of each person previously convicted of a felony whose.civ_il rights‘ have been 
restored. The secretary of state shall determine if anyiof the persons in the report is 
registeredtq vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for each county auditor. 
The county auditor shall change the status ofpthose registrantsin the appropriate 
"manner in the statewide registration system. 

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.161, is amended to read: 
201.161 DRIVER’S LICENSE AND JDENTIFICATION CARD APPLICA- 

TIONS. 
The Department of Public Safety shall change its applications for an original, 

duplicate, or change of address driver’s license or identification card so that the forms 
may also serve as voter registration eards applications. The forms must contain’ spaces 
for the information required in section 201.071‘, subdivision 1, and applicable rules of 
the secretary of state. Applicants for driver’s licenses‘ or identification cards must be 
asked if they want to register to vote at the ‘same time and that information must be 
transmitted‘ at l_eas_t weekly electronic means t_o the s'ecETaryo_f s_t§‘. A eepyT3£_e—a:1 

e£the%ungzmwhEhthe%mrmaintmnsresiden%mmme_seeretary_e£staaasseea 
as possible Pursuant to the Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, the 
computerized 
name, address, date ofbirth, driver’s license number or state identificatitf number, 
county, town, and city must be made available for access by}-l-1e secretary of state and 
interaction with thestatewide voteriregistration system.

‘ 

‘Sec. 17. [201.1615] INFORMATION SHARING; USE OF SOCIAL SECO- 
RITY NUMBER: .

A 

I
. 
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The secretary of state shall enter into an agreement with the commissioner of 
public_s_afety to mzihxlihlforr-11-a.ti<E1 EB? fitewide voterTgis»t—ration system 
information inpt-he Department of Pufic—Safety database to verify E accuracy g the 
information pro_vi~ded Q applicittions Q voter registrations. 

. 
The commissioner of public safety shall enter into an agreement the 

commissioner of the Urfied States Socialficurlty AdmirIist1‘ation under sectfi 
205(r)(8) of the_Soc_ia1 Security Act to allow the use of the last four digits of the Social 
Security fififier to be used to_\'/efiy votefieg—is'tiat17on’i_n_fonn-atiofimtd-ensure the 
maintenance of tlE $nf_idT,nti§lity of any applicable information discfised, and_t3 
establish procedfies to permit the depaiynent to u_se £13 information for purp@ Er‘ 
maintaining records. 

_ ~ — ‘T 

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.171, is amended to read: 

201.171 POSTING VOTING HISTORY; FAILURE TO VOTE; REGISTRA- 
TION REMOVED. 

Within six weeks after every election, the county auditor shall post the voting 
history for every person who voted in the election. After the close of the calendar year, 
the secretary of state shall determine if any registrantshave not voted during the 
preceding four years and; The secretary pf state shall change perform maintenance 
by changing the status of those registran—tsT>_“inactive” in the statewide registration 
system. The list maintenance performed must be conducted in a manner that ensures 
that the Ha‘né‘3r each registered voter appears—in the officiallist of eligibl_e—voters 
t'lI€statevtITe1'§gi%ion system. A Voter must nctfii removedflfroihi-1 the official list of 
eligible voters unless the voter _is not eligib1?(Y is not registerfi to voteiig 
maintenance _n_iu_s.tinc1udE:_proceduH:s-ft->r eliminating dupEc_ate names from th—ecTffi<?l 
gs; _c_>f eligible voters. 

_‘ - 
- The secretary of state shall also prepare a report to the county auditor containing 

the names of all registrants whose status was changed to “inactive.” 

Although not counted in an election, at late absentee ballot must be considered a 
vote for the purpose of continuing registration. 

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.221, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. UNIFORM PROCEDURES FOR COUNTIES. The secretary of state 
shall assist local election officers by devising uniform forms and procedures. The 
secretary of state shall provide uniform rules for maintaining voter registration records 
on the statewide registration system. The secretary of state shall supervise the 
development and use of the statewide registration system to insure that it conforms to 
applicable federal state laws and rules. 

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.221, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. PROCEDURES FOR POLLING PLACE ROSTERS. The secretary 
of state shall prescribe the form of polling place rosters that include the voter’s name, 
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address, date of birth, school district number, and space for the voter’s signature. The 
secretary of state may prescribe additional e1ection—related information to be place% 
the pollinEpl7ac.e-r—<)-s_ters on an experimental basis for one state prima?yand genera 
e1—ection cycle; the same ifiofnation may not be place-d-onthepolling plac:?oster for 
a second state Emary and general electior17:y_c1e unless_spEfied in 
The polliifiace roster_rT1st be used to indicate whether the voter lias_v;ted in a given 
election. The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures for transporting the polling 
place rosters to the election judges for use on election day. The secretary of state shall 
prescribe the form for a county or municipality to request the date of birth from 
currently registered voters. The county or municipality shall not request the date of 
birth from currently registered voters by any communication other than the prescribed 
form and the form must clearly indicate that a currently registered voter does not lose 
registration status by failing to provide the date of birth. In accordance with section 
204B .40, the county auditor shall retain the prescribed polling place rosters used on the 
date of election for one year Q months following the election. 

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.O6, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. REGISTRATION CHECK. Upon receipt of an application for ballots, 
the county auditor, municipal clerk, or election judge acting pursuant to section 
203B.l1, who receives the application shall determine whether the applicant is a 
registered" voter. If the applicant is not registered to vote, the county auditor, municipal 
clerk or election judge shall include a voter registration eard application among the 
election materials. provided to the applicant. 

Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.O8, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd‘. 3. PROCEDURES ON RECEIPT OF BALLOTS. When absentee ballots 
are returned to a county auditor or municipal clerk, that official shall stamp and date 
the return envelope with an official seal of the office and place it in a secure location 
with other return envelopes received by that office. The county auditor or municipal 
clerk shall deliver them to the appropriate election judges on election day all ballots 
received before or with the last mail delivery by the United States Postal Service on 
election day. A EVEICIT Efretjuest the [Fired States Postal Service to delifi 
absenteefillots to me pollirfiilace on ele—ction day instead of to the officifi address 
of the town clerl: 

— ~— _ _ * 1“ 
Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.12, subdivision 2, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 2. EXAMINATION OF RETURN ENVELOPES. TWO or more election 
judges shall examine each return envelope and shall mark it accepted or rejected in the 
manner provided in this subdivision. If a ballot has been prepared under section 
204B.l2, subdivision 2a, or 204B.41, the election judges shall not begin removing 
ballot envelopes from .the return envelopes until 8:00 pm. on election day, either in the 
polling place or at an absentee ballot board established under section 203B.13. 
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The election judges shall mark the return envelope “Accepted” and initial or sign 
the return envelope below the word “Accepted” if the election judges or a majority of 
them are satisfied that: 

- (1) the voter’s name and address on the return envelope are the same as the 
information provided on the absentee ballot application; 

A 
(2) the voter’s signature on the return envelope is the genuine signature of the 

individual who made the application for ballots and the certificate has been completed 
as prescribed in the directions for casting an absentee ballot; 

(3) the voter is registered and eligible to vote in the precinct or has included a 
properly completed voter registration card application in the return envelope; and 

(4) the voter has not already voted at that election, either in person or by absentee 
ballot. 

The return envelope from accepted ballots must be preserved and returned to the 
county auditor. 

If all or a majority of the election judges examining return envelopes find that an 
absent voter has failed to meet one of the requirements prescribed in clauses (1) to (4), 
they shall mark the return envelope “Rejected,” initial or sign it below the word 
“Rejected,” and return it to the county auditor. 

Secf 24. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.16, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. 4. DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE. The secretary of state shall 
provide infoTmation regarding voter registration and absenfie balloting ;FoE:‘eE1-éfi 
be used by absent uniformed services voters, Weir spouses and dependents, arfi 
o_veFs"eTs voters. 

‘T "_ T‘ 

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.17, is amended to read: 
203B.17 APPLICATION FOR BALLOT. 
Subdivision 1. SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION. (a) An application for 

absentee ballots for a voter described in section 203B.16 may be submitted in writing 
or by electronic facsimile device, or by electronic mail upon determination by the 
secretary of state that security concerns have been adequately addressed‘. An applica- 
tion for absentee ballots for a voter described in section 203B.16 may be submitted by 
that voter or by that voter’s parent, spouse, sister, brother, or child over the age of 18 
years. For purposes of an application under this subdivision, a person's Social Security 
number, no matter how it is designated, qualifies as the person’s military identification 
number if the person is in the military. 

(b) An application for a voter described in section 203B.16, subdivision 1, shall 
be submitted to the county auditor of the county where the voter maintains residence. 

(c) An application for a voter described in section 203B.16, subdivision 2, shall 
be submitted to the county auditor of the county where the voter last maintained 
residence in Minnesota. 
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(d) An application for absentee ballots for a prizmary shall also eenstitate an 
applieatien for absentee ballets for any ens!-ring be valid for any primary, special 
plimaiy, general election, or special election eendueted during the 
in which from the time me application received through the g tvs/_o regularly 
scheduled general elections Q federal office hild after th_e (ii gr_x which the 
application is received. 

’ l

‘ 

(e) Thereishall be no limitation of time for filing and receiving applications for 
ballots under sections 203B.l6 to 203B.27.

‘ 

Subd. 2. REQUIRED INFORMATION. An application shall be accepted if it 
contains the following information stated under oath: 

(a) The voter’s name, birthdate, and present address of_ residence in Minnesota, or 
former address of residence in Minnesota if the voter is living permanently outside the 
United States; 

(b) A statement indicating that the voter is in the military, or is the spouse or 
dependent of an individual serving in the military, or is temporarily outside the 
territorial limits of the United States, or is living permanently ‘outside the territorial 
limits of the United States and voting under federal law; - 

(c). A statement that the voter expects to be absent from the precinct at the time 
of the election; a 

(d) The address to which absentee ballots are to be mailed; 

(e) The voter’s signature or the signature and relationship of the individual 
authorized to apply on the voter’s behalf; and 

(f) The voter’s military identification card number, passport number, or, if the 
voter does not have a valid passport or identification card, the signed statement of an 
individual authorized to administer oaths or a commissioned or noncommissioned 
officer of the military not below the rank of sergeant or its equivalent, certifying that 
the voter or other individual requesting absentee ballots has attested to the truthfulness 
of the ‘contents of the application under oath. 

L116 E taken_must be fie standard fig prescribed section 10l(b)(7) o_f tl1_e 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting 

A form for providing this information shall be prepared by each county auditor 
and shall be furnished to individuals who request it pursuant to this section. 

See. 26. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.19, is amended to read: 

203B.19 RECORDING APPLICATIONS. 
‘Upon accepting an application, the county auditor shall record in the statewide 

registration system the voter’s name, address of present or former Esidence in 
Minnesota, mailing address, school districtnumber, and theeategeizy under seetien 
2933.46; to whieh the voter belongs whether the voter is in the military or the spouse 
Q dependent of an individual serving tlg military, a voter temporarily outside me 
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territorial limits of the United States, or is living permanently‘ outside E territorial 
limits of the Unitai fixes and voting undei'_federa1 law. The county auditor shall retain 
the recorcror fear six yeargx voter whose name is re—corded as provided in this ‘section 
shall not be 1'equired—to register under any other provision of law in order to vote under 
sections 203B.16 to 203B.27. Persons from whom applications g Qt accepted mist 
be notified by tk county auditor and provided th_e reasons E th_e rejection. 

No later than 60 days after the general election, the county auditor shall report to 
the sfiefiy dfstfie th7e_<:o‘nTirT<:—ci number of absenaa ballots transmidefito absefi 
Voters describe_d ihshefin 203B.16. gp later_than Q days aft_er th_e general election, 
the county auditor flail report to the sélétfig Egg combined number gt 
a—l;sentee ballots returned and cast_b,y~%sent voters described in section 203B.16. The 
secretary of state may refiefi i_nformation be reported bicategory under section‘ 
203B.16 @133 pl-eci”?:t. 

& later than 9_O days after general election, E secretary pf state shall report 
to the federal Election Assistance Commission E number of absentee ballots 
transmitted t_o voters under section 203B.16. 

Sec. 27. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.24, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: A 

Subd. 2. VOTING MORE THAN ONCE. The election judges shall compare the 
voter’s name with the namesappearing on their copy of the application records to 
insure that the voter has not already returned a ballot in the election. The election 
judges must indicate Q me record whether Q absentee ballot was accepfi for each 
applicant whose name appears on the record. If a voter whose_application 11$ 3% 
recorded under se—ct—i_o-n 203B.19—c~asts-a ballot in person on election day, no absentee 
ballot shall be counted for that voter. If more than one return envelope is received from 
a voter whose application has been recorded under section 203B.l9,ithe ballots in the 
return envelope bearing the latest date shall be counted and the uncounted ballots shall 
be returned by the election judges with the rejected ballots. The election judges must 
preserve the record and return it to the county auditor or mthiicipal clerk witlrtl-re 
election E in—a1te—rials.- __w_ T ~ —~ ‘ 

_ 
' 

—_ — 
Sec. 28. Minnesota ‘Statutes 2002, section 203B.26, is amended to read: 
203B.26 SEPARATE RECORD. 
A separate record of the ballots of absent voters cast under sections 203B.16 to 

203B.27 shall must be kept in each precinct. The content o_f ge record must be a 
form prescribed by th_e secretary ‘o_f state. 

Sec. 29. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.47, is amended to read: 

204B.47 ALTERNATIVE ELECTION PROCEDURES; DU- 
TIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE. ” 

When a provision of the Minnesota Election Law cannot be implemented as a 
result of an order of a state or federal court, the secretary of state shall adopt alternate 
alternative election procedures to permit the administration of any election affected by 
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the order. The procedures may include the voting arid handling pf ballots cast after 8:00 
pm. g a Elli: o_f a state g federal court order g ariy other order extending th_e time 
established by g Q closing th_e polls. The alternate alternative election procedures 
remain in effect until .the first day of July following the next succeeding final 
adjournment of the legislature, unless otherwise provided by law or by court order. 

Sec. 30. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204C.08, is amended by’ adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Siubd. 1a.”VO"1‘ER’S BILL or RIGHTS. E county auditor shall prepa1‘e’anE> 
provide to eTh polling place sufficient copies of a poster setting forth the Voterfs Bill 
o_f Rights_a§s__(i forth section. Before theholirs of voting aremealed to begin—; 
the election judges shall post it in a conspicgous locfiion or lfitions in th; polling 

follows: - 

_ i __ 

‘For all persons residing in this state who meet federal voting’ eligibility 
requirements: 

(1) You have the right to be absent from work for the purpose of voting during the 
morning g electionE 
Q I_f E E HE a_t your polling place E time between 7:Of) a.m. Ed 8200 

p.in., you have the right to vote. _ 

i 
'

' 

Q I_f yfl E provide tlf-required proof o_f residence, yg have the right t_o 
register to vote. and to vote on election day. 

Q I_f fig unable t_o your name, E have th_e right t_o orally confirm your 
identity with an election judge t_o direct another person tg your name fg you. 

"(5) You have the right to request special assistance when voting. 
- E E need assistance, EB may E accompanied i_n£o the voting booth b_y a 

person o_f your choice, except 11 E agent‘ pf your employer 55 union. gr _a candidate. 
(7) You have the right to bring your minor children into the polling place and into 

‘ E E have been convicted pf a felony but your civil rights have been restored, E have th_e right t_o vote. ’ 

p

' 

(_9l Xcflil have Q13 right tp vote without anyone th_e polling place trying t_o 
influence your vote. Q I_f youmake a mistake E spoil your ballot before submitted, E have 
gig right 9 receive a replacement ballot an__d_ vote. 

(11) You have the right to file a written complaint a_t your polling place £33g 
dissatisfied with the way g election beingE 

(12) You have the right to take a sample ballot into the voting booth with you. 
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(_1_3_2 _Yc)_u have th_e right t3 E 3 copy of Voter’s pf Rights i_r_it_o th_e voting 
booth you.” . 

Sec. 31.’ Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204C.10, is amended to read: 

204C.1O PERMANENT REGISTRATION; VERIFICATION OF REGIS- 
TRATION. « 

(a) An individual seeking to vote shall sign a polling place roster which states that 
the in_di-vidual is at least 18 years of age, a citizen of the United States, has resided in 
Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding the election, maintains 
residence at the address shown, is not under a guardianship of the persen whichE 
individual has not retained the right to vote,‘-has not been found by a court of law to 
-be legally Eomgietent to We or cdnvicted of a felony without having civil rights 
restored, is registered and has not already voted in the election. The roster must also 
state: “I understand that deliberately providing false information is_afelony puhislia-b_l—e 

by not_more than £5 years imprisonment andfla-“fine of not mi E $10,000, Q l33t1i.7__" 
(b) A judge may, before the applicant signs the roster, confirm the applicant’s 

name,—:1ddress, and date of birth. 

(c) After the applicant signs the roster, the judge shall give the applicant a voter’s 
receipt?‘ The voter shall deliver the voter’s receipt to the judge in charge of ballots as 
proof of the voter’s right to vote, and thereupon the judge shall hand to the voter the 
ballot. The voters’ receipts must be maintained during the time for notice of filing an 
election contest. 

Sec. 32. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 206.57, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

. Subd. 5. VOTING SYSTEM FOR DISABLED VOTERS. After December 31, 
2005,_E—vo_ting method used in each polling place must include a voting system that 
is accessible for individu2il—sTvitl1?lis'abilities, including nonvisual_accessibility forfi 
blind and visually impaired iira_manner that provides the same opportunity forgcg E pa_rTcipation, including—pri_vacy a_ml_E1dependenc(z—és Q5 other voters. __ 

Sec. 33. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 206.57, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. REQUIRED CERTIFICATION. In addition to the requirements in 
subdivision L a voting system must E certified t_>_}_I‘ 

_an_ indep_eildenT testing authority 
approved by the secretary o_f state and conform t_o current standards for voting 
equipment issua by the Federalfiacfii Commission g successor, ‘E Election 
Assistance Commission. 

Sec.. 34. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 206.81, is amended to read: 
206.81 ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS; EXPERIMENTAL USE. 

- (a) The secretary of state may license approve an electronic voting system for 
experimental use at an election prior to its approval for general use. 
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(b) The secretary of state must l-ieense approve one .or more direct 
recording electronic voting systems for experimental use at an election before their 
approval for general use and may impose restrictions on theiruse. At least one voting 
system licensed approved under this paragraph must permit sighted persons to vote and 
at least one system must permit a blind or visually impaired voter to cast a ballot 
independently and privately. 

(0) Experimental use must be observed by the secretary of state or the secretary’s 
designee and the results o‘bserved‘must be considered at any subsequent proceedings 
for approval for general use. » 

A

‘ 

A 

(d) The secretary of state may adopt rules consistent with sections 206.55 to 
206.90 relating to experimental use. The _extent of experimental use must be 
determined by the secretary of state; 

See‘. 35. AGREEMENTS. 
Subdivision 1. COMl\/IISSIONER OF HEALTH. The secretary of state and the 

commissioner of Health shall determine by mutual agreeideht the means E=,le<—:Eoi1_i- 
cally transfer de—ath reco1:dsb_etween agergy systems. The secrefiy of state_sha1l make. 
t_h_e records o_f deceased registered voters me countfi/ailable t_o giilalllliyillfi 
bl E L% 

§1_1_tLd._ 2. STATE COURT ADMINISTRATOR. The secretary of state and t_h_e @ court administrator sl_1a_ll determine by mutual agrernent Q" meaFs t_o:traE:r to 
th_e secretary o_f E th_e names o_f registered voters Q E convicted o_f a 
felony, placed under guardianship of the person, declared legally incompetent, or have 
had their civil rights restored. The s_e<§etary of state shall make the records of afflfecj 
vcfers th_e county avai1able_t_o—E countfauditor b_y E L -2304. _ 

Subd. COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SAFETY. E commissioiig of 
public‘ safety E th_e secretary o_f state shall determine b_y mutual agreement E means 
t_o electronically transfer driver’s license records between agency systems. The 
secretary of state shall make the records of those eligible voters the county who have 
indicated their-intent t_o regisQt_o vote available t_o.tl1_e county audfir by w 2004. 

»' 'Sec. 36. REPORT. 
The secretary of state must send a copy of the report required by section 258 of 

the H_elp America \%te_-AEt_, Publ@ 107-2_5fio the chairs and Enking mefiefi 
of-theflfinance cormttees in the house of repr<§eE1t%1rTd_ the senate I 

having 
jurisdiction pv_c5r th_e budget E‘ t_h—_e Office o_Tth_e Secretary of %e.— 

Sec. 37. FAILURE TO VERIFY VOTER INFORMATION.
‘ 

Subdivision 1. DRIVER’S LICENSE OR STATE IDENTIFICATION NUM- 
BER. A voter mu—st not ‘be included on the list of voters prepared under Minnesota 
Statutes, %Jri_2U1.1—21Eubdivisionfvircgeiefistrafion is incomplete because of a 
failure. to match the voter’s driver’s lE:ense or state identi_fication number untilThe 
secretmygg s_t_2_1te_Easi - 

‘ ”“ "" "’" ~""* 
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(1) entered infi an agreement with the commissioner o_f public safety to 
electronically transfer driver’s license records between their agency systems order 

to be able t_o verify voter registration information;@ 
(2 certified tfi th_e voter registration system l_1_a_s_ been tested EYE shown to 

properly verify a voter’s driver’s license g state identification number. 
Subd. 2. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER. A voter must not be included on the 

list of voters—prepared under Minnesota Statutes, section ZOTIEI-,_s—u§iivision 11 ENE 
fiistration incomplete because o_f a failure to match fie las_t four digits of the voter’s 
Social Security number th_e commissioner of public g@@_— 
Q entered ing Q agreement with th_e commissioner of the Social Security 

Administration under Minnesota Statutes, section 201.1615, regarding E E 9_f me 
last four digits Q‘ 3 Social Security number t_o verify voter registration information; 

_(_2_) assembled a complete a_nd current database o_f th_e lait @ digits of Q3 Social 
Security number 9_f each resident o_f state as maintained b_y t_he Social Security 
Administration; and 

Q2 certified, along with tl_1_e_ secretary o_f state, that th_e voter registration system 
his been tested gig shown t_o properly verify the last four digits o_f a voter’s Social 
Security number. 

Subd. CERTIFICATION PROHIBITED. T_h_e certification required by 
subdivision _1_o_r 2 must Lt IE made within 51% before th_e state primary or general 
election. 

‘I 

See. 38. VOTER REGISTRATION ‘SYSTEM AVAILABILITY. 
The Voter and election management system maintained by the secretary of state 

to mfttlie reqifr-eiments g Minnesota Statutes, section 201.(I2_2,_n-rust be maiEa@ 
and remfi available to the secretary of state and county auditors for view—only access 2_o<>::‘“”“‘"—'“ — 

Sec. 39. RULES. 
Enactment of article good cause _f_c§ l:h_e secretary o_f state t_o § th_e 

authority of Minnesota Statutes, section 14.388, t_o adopt, amend, 91' repeal rules § 
necessary to comply in a timely manner with the changes in statute contained in this 
a_ct o_r t_o cor—nply \_vitl3th_t;federal Help America~\7ote fit of $02, Public Law IOTZE 

Sec. 40. MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT. E E o_r a of local government receiving federal funds or equipment 
purchased federal funds pursuant t_o th_e Eelp America ypt_e E (I’.—L. 107-252) 
must maintain gig expenditures o_f the state or the local unit of go;/Iefnment for 
activities funded by t_h_e federal fjsfi fmqu_iprrr1t~e:Tpe1i_clfures at a level thati_s 
n_ot l_e_s§ than the l_evel SE‘ expenditure? rn—21intained by the state or thewlocal uTto_f 
government £17933 fiscal )_/Bil ending immediately rE:c@ng:NoErr1_l3er'W%)0.__

— 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions‘ by

Copyright © 2004 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 293, Art. 1 LAWS of. MINNESOTA for 2004 1516 

See. 41. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This article effective retroactively from J anuaiy £ 2004. 

ARTICLE 2 

ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATION TECHNICAL CHANGES 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 5.08, is amended to read: 
5.08 LEGISLATIVE MANUAL.

‘ 

_Subdivision 1. PREPARATION. The secretary of state shall prepare, compile, 
edit, and distribute for use at each regular legislative session, a convenient manual, 
properly indexed, and containing: The federal and state constitutions;_the acts of 
Congress relating to the organization of the territory and state; the rules of order and 
joint rules of the two houses, and lists of their members, committees and employees; 
the names of all state officials, whether elected or appointed, and of all persons holding 
office from this state under the national government; ineluding pestmasters appeiated 
by the the places where the said several officials reside, and the annual 
compensation of each; and statistical and other information of the kind heretofore 
published in the legislative manuals. 

Subd. 2. DISTRIBUTION. «1§¢000 10,000 copies of the legislative manual shall 
be printed and distributed as follows: 

(1). up to 25 Q copies shall be available to each member of the legislature on 
request; 

(2) 50 copies to the State Historical Society; 

(3) 25 copies to the state university; 

(4) 60 copies to the state library; 

(5) two copies each to the Library of Congress, the Minnesota ‘veterans heme 
homes, the state universities, the state high schools, the publie academies, seminaries, 
and colleges of the state, and the free public libraries of the state; 

(6) one copy each to other state institutions, the elective state officials, the 
appointed heads of departments, the officers and employees of the legislature, the 
justices of the Supreme Court, the judges‘ of the Court of Appeals and the district court, 
the senators and representatives in Congress from this state, and the county auditors,‘ 
recorders, and county attorneys;

‘ 

(7) one copy to each public school, to be distributed through the superintendent 
of each school district; and 

(8) the remainder may be disposed of as the secretary of state deems best. 
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Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 15.0597, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: T 

Subd. 2. COLLECTION OF DATA. The chair of an existing agency or the 
chair’s designee, or the appointing authority for the members of a newly created 
agency, shall provide the secretary, en fame in an electronic format prepared and 
distributed by the secretary, with the followinghdata-pertaining‘ to that agency: 

(1) the name of the agency, its mailing address, and telephone number; 

(2) the legal authority for the creation of the agency and the name of theperson 
appointing agency members; ' ' 

(3) the powers and duties of the agency; 

(4) the number of authorized members, together with any prescribed restrictions 
on eligibility such as employment experience or geographical representation; 

(5) the dates of commencement and expiration of the membership terms and the 
expiration date of the agency, if any; 

(6) the" compensation of members, and appropriations or other funds available to 
the agency; 

(7) the regular meeting schedule, if any, and approximate number of hours per 
month of meetings or other activities required of members; 

(8) the roster of current members, including mailing addresses, electronic mail 
addresses, and telephone numbers; and

' 

(9) a breakdown of the membership showing distribution by county, legislative 
district, and congressional ‘district, and, only if the member has voluntarily supplied the 
information, the sex, political party preference or lack of party preference, race, and 
national origin of the members. ' 

The secretary may previde fer require the submission of data in accordance with 
this subdivision by electronic means. The publication requirement under clause (8) 
may be met by publishing a member’s home or business address and telephone 
number, the address and telephone number of the agency to which the member is 
appointed, the member’s electronic mail address, if provided, or any other information 
that would enable the public to communicate with the member. 

V 

See. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 15.0597, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

’ ' 

Subd. 3. PUBLICATION OF AGENCY DATA. The secretary of state shall 
provide for annual updating of the required data and shall annually arrange for the 
publication in the State Register on the Web s_iE of the secretary of state of the 
compiled data from all agencies ori7)1'_abo§ctobe1‘_15—oif each year. efi The 
compilation must be electronically delivered to the governor and the legislature. Paper 
copies of the compilation‘ must be made available by the secretary to any intere:—st-ed 
person at cost, and copies must be available for viewing by interested persons. The 
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chair of an agency who does; not submit data required by this section or who does not 
notify the secretary of a vacancy in the agency, is not eligible for a per diem or 
expenses in connection with agency service until December 1 of the following year. 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 15.0597, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read:' . . 

'- 
-.1 

' >- 

Subd. 4. NOTICE OF VACANCIES. The chair of an existing agency, shall 
notify the secretary by electronic means of a vacancy scheduled. to occur in the agency 
as a result of the exfiration of membership terms at least 45 days before the vacancy 
occurs. The chair of an existing agency shall give written electronic notification to the 
secretary of each vacancy occurring as a result of newly created agency positions and 
of every other vacancy occurring for any reason other than the expiration of 
membership terms as soon as possible upon learning of the v,acancy,and_in any case 
within 15 days after the occurrence of the vacancy. The appointing authorityvfor newly 
created agencies shall give written electronic notification to the secretary of all 
vacancies in the new agency within 15 days after the creation of the agency. The 
secretary may provide for require the submission of notices required ‘by this 
subdivision by electronic means. The secretary shall publish monthly_ia the State 
Register on the Web site of the secretary of state a list of all vacancies of which the 
secretar'yhas—beWso?)ti_fitE Only one mat? of a vacancy shall be so published, 
unless the appointing authority rejects all applicants and requests the secretary to 
republish the notice of vacancy. One copy of the listing shall be made available at the 
office of the secretary to any interested person. The secretary shall distribute by mail 
or electronic means copies of the listings to requesting persons. The listing for all 
vacancies scheduled to occur in the month of January shall be published in the State 
Register on the Web site‘ of the secretary of state together with the compilation of 
agency data Eequifed toT)e?)u—lfished p“ursu§rt—fo_s_ubdivision 3. - 

.

' 

If 'a vacancy occurs within three months after anappointment is made to fill a 
regularly scheduled vacancy, the appointing authority may, upon notification by 
electronic means to the secretary, fill the -vacancy by appointment from the listof 
persons submitting applications to fill‘ the regularly scheduled vacancy. - 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 15.0597, subdivision 5, is amended‘ to 
read;

1 

Subd. 5. NOMINATIONS FOR VACANCIES. Any person may make a‘ 

self—nomination for appointment to an agency vacancy by completing an application on 
a form prepared and distributed by the secretary. The secretary may provide for the 
submission of the application by electronic means. Any person or group of persons 
may, on -the prescribed. application form, nominate another person to be appointed to 
a vacancy.so long as the person so nominated consents in writing on the application 
form to the nomination. The application form shall specify ‘the norninee’s name, 
mailing address, electronic _rna_il address, telephone number, preferred agency position 
sought, a statement that the nominee satisfies any legally prescribed qualifications, a 
statement whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a felony, ‘and. any othef 
information the nominating person feels would be helpful to the appointing authority. 
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The nominating person has the option of indicating the nominee’s sex, political party 
preference or lack thereof, status with regard to disability, race, and national origin on 
the application form. The application form shall make the option known. If a person 
submits an application at the suggestion of an appointing authority, the person shall so 
indicate on the application form. Twenty—one days after publication of a vacancy in the 
State Register on the Web site of the secretary of state pursuant to subdivision 4, the 
secretary shall s_11_bfn—i~te1‘e5t175n‘i:;<)?es of all applications received for a position to the 
appointing authority charged with filling the vacancy. If no applications have been 
received by the secretary for the vacant position by the date when electronic copies 
must be submitted to the appointing authority, the secretary shall so inform the 
appointing authority. Applications received by the secretary shall be deemed to have 
expired one year after receipt of the application. An application for a particular agency 
position shall be deemed to be an application for all vacancies in that agency occurring 
prior to the expiration of the application and shall be public information. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 15.0597, subdivision 6, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 6. APPOINTMENTS. In making an appointment to a vacant agency
I 

position, the appointing authority shall consider applications for positions in that 
agency supplied by the secretary. No appointing authority may appoint someone to a 
vacant agency position until (1) ten days after receipt of the applications for positions 
in that agency from the secretary or (2) receipt of notice from the secretary that no 
applications have been received for vacant positions in that agency. At least five days 
before the date of appointment, the appointing authority shall issue a public 
announcement and inform the secretary in by electronic means of the name of 
the person the appointing authority intends to appfiit to fill the agency vacancy and 
the expiration date of that person’s term. If the appointing authority intends to appoint 
a person other than one for whom an application was submitted pursuant to this 
section, the appointing authority shall complete an application form on behalf of the 
appointee and submit it to the secretary indicating on the application that itiis submitted 
by the appointing authority. - 

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 15.0597, subdivision 7, is amended to 
read: ‘ 

Subd. 7. REPORT. Together with the compilation required in subdivision 3, the 
secretary shall annually deliver to the governor and the legislature a report E 
electronic format containing the following information: 

(1) the number of vacancies occurring in the preceding year; 

(2) the number of vacancies occurring as a result of scheduled ends of terms, 
unscheduled vacancies and the creation of new positions; 

(3) breakdowns by county, legislative district, and congressional district, and, if 
known, the sex, political party preference or lack thereof, status with regard to 
disability, race, and national origin, for members whose agency membership termi- 
nated during the year and appointees to the vacant positions;-and 
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(4) the number of vacancies filled from -applications submitted by (i) the 
appointing authorities for the positions filled, (ii) nominating persons and self- 

nominees who submitted applications at the suggestion of appointing authorities, and 
(iii).all others. 

. 

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 15.0599, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read:

, 

Subd‘. 4. REGISTRATION; INFORMATION REQUIRED. (a) The appointing 
authority of a newly established agency or the authority’s designee shall provide the 
secretary with the following information: - 

A 
(l) the name, mailing address, electronic mail address, and telephone number of 

the agency; 

(2) the legal authority for the establishment of the agency and the name and the 
title of the person or persons appointing agency members; 

(3) the powers and duties of the agency and whether the agency, however 
' designated, is best described by section 15.012, paragraph (a), (b), (c), (e), or (f); 

(4) the number of authorized members, together with any prescribed restrictions 
on eligibility; 

(5) the roster of current members, including mailing addresses, electronic mail 
addresses, and telephone numbers; 

’ ' 

(6) a breakdown of the membership showing distribution by county, legislative 
district; and congressional‘ district and compliance with any restrictions listed ‘in 

accordance with clause (4); 
’(7) if any members have voluntarily provided the information, the sex, age, 

political preference or lack of preference, status with regard to disability, race, and 
national origin of those members; 

(8) the dates of commencement and expiration of membership terms and the 
expiration date of the agency, if any.; . 

(9) the compensation of members and appropriations or other money available to 
the agency; 

(10) the name of the state agency or other entity, if any, required to provide staff 
or administrative support to the agency; 

(11) the regular meeting schedule, if any, and the approximate number of hours a 
month of meetings or other activities required of members; and 

(12) a brief statement of the goal or purpose of the agency, along with a summary
O 

of what an existing agency has done, or what a newly established agency plans to do 
to achieve its goal or purpose. 

The publication requirement under clause (5) may be met by publishing a 
member’s home or business address and telephone number, the address and telephone 
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number of the agency to which the member is appointed, the 1nember’s electronic mail 
address, or any other information that would enable the public to communicate with the 
member. 

(b) The chair of an existing agency or the chair’s designee shall provide 
information, covering the fiscal year in which it is registering, on the number of 
meetings it has held, its expenses, and the number of staff hours, if any, devoted to its 
support. The chair or designee shall also, if necessary, update any of the information 
previously provided in accordance with paragraph (a). 

(c) The secretary shall provide electronic forms for the reporting of information 
required by this subdivision and may previele fer require reporting by electronic means. 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.161, is amended to read: 

201.161 DRIVER’S LICENSE AND IDENTIFICATION CARD APPLICA- 
TIONS. 

The Department of Public Safety shall changa its applications for an original, 
duplicate, or change of address driver’s license or identification card so that the forms 
may also serve as voter registration cards applications. The forms must contain spaces 
for the a_ll information required in section 20l—.07—1; subdivision 1-, and applicable rules 
of collected by voter registration applications prescribed by the secretary of state. 
Applicants for driver’s licenses or identification cards must be asked if they want to 
register to vote at the same time. A copy of each application containing a completed 
voter registration must be sent to the county auditor of the county in which the voter 
maintains residence or to the secretary of state as soon as possible. The computerized 
driver’s license record information relating to name, address, date of birth, d1iver’s 
license number, county, town, and city must be made available for access by the 
secretary of state and interaction with the statewide voter registration system. 

See. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.1611, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. FORMS. All postsecondary institutions that enroll students 
accepting state or federal financial aid shall provide voter registration forms to each 
student as early as possible in the fall quarter. All school districts shall make available 
getter registration applications each May and Eptember to all stWe1it_s?gistered as 
students of the school district who iml-b_e-eligible to vote aTthe next election after 
those mdntlis.“ A school distridrfind obligation f6"p13v?iE —v6ter registrat-icm 

applications to stiidents who participatefi a postsecondary education option program 
or who othefivise resid<3Tn the district but do not attend a school operated by the 
district A school district fulfills its oblig—atio_n Va studen_t under this section_ii"—it 
provides_a voter registration appli_cation to the_student one time. maforms rriust 
contain spaces for the information required Fsection 2W071, subdivision 1, and 
applicable rules of the secretary of state. The institutions and school districts may 
request these forms from the secretary of state. InstitutionsT1a1l consultwith their 
campus student government in determining the most effective means of distributing the 
forms and in seeking to facilitate election day registration of students under section 
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201.061, subdivision 3. School districts must advise students E completion of th_e 
voter registration applications is not a school district requirement. 

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 201.171, is amended to read: 

201.171 POSTING VOTING HISTORY; FAILURE TO VOTE; REGISTRA- 
TION REMOVED. 

Within six weeks after every election, the county auditor shall post the voting 
history for every person who voted in the election. After the close of the calendar year, 
the secretary of state shall determine if any registrants have not voted during the 
preceding four years and shall change the status of those registrants to “inactive” in the 
statewide registration system. The secretary of state shall also prepare a report to the 
county auditor containing the names of all registrants whose status was changed to 
“inactive.” 

Registrants whose status E changed t_o “inactive” must register the manner 
specified section 201.054 before voting ail primary, special primary, general, 
school district, o_r special election, as required b_y section 201.018. 

Although not counted in an election, a late absentee ballot must_be considered a 
vote for the purpose of continuing registration. 

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 202A.14, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. NOTICE. The county or legislative district chair shall give at least six 
days’ published notice of the holding of the precinct caucus, stating the place, date, and 
time for holding the caucus, and shall deliver the same information to the municipal 
clerk and county auditor at least 20 days before the precinct caucus. The county auditor 
shall Em this information available at least ten days before the date of the caucuses 
to persons who request it. . 

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 203B.085, is amended to read: 

203B.-085 COUNTY AUDITOR’S OFFICE AND MUNICIPAL CLERK’S 
OFFICES TO REMAIN OPEN DURING CERTAIN HOURS PRECEDING 
ELECTION. 

The county auditor’s office in each county and the c1erk’s office in each city or 
town authorized under section 203B.05 t_o admini—s_te—rab_sentee baTothrg_mEt—be—@e—n 
for acceptance of absentee ballot applications and casting of absentee ballots from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday and until 5:00 p.m. on Monday the day 
immediately preceding a primary, special, or general election unless that day—fa—llsE 
a Saturday or Sunday. Town clerks’ offices must be open for abseng xmnficim 
T0100 a.mL t;12:00 noon on the Saturday before a town general election held in March. 
The school district clerk, when performing the county auditor’s election duties, need 
not comply with this section. 

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.06, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: ' 
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Subdivision 1. FORM OF AFFIDAVIT. (a) An affidavit of candidacy shall state 
the name of the office sought and shall state that the candidate: 

(1) is an eligible voter; 

(2) has no other affidavit on file as a candidate for any office at the same primary 
or next ensuing general election, except that a candidate for soil and water conservation 
district supervisor in a district not located in whole or in part in Anoka, Hennepin, 
Ramsey, or Washington County, may also have on file an affidavit of candidacy for 
mayor or council member of a statutory or home rule charter city of not more than 
2,500 population contained in whole or in part in the soil and water conservation 
district or for town supervisor in a town of not more than 2,500 population contained 
in whole or in part in the soil and water conservation district; and 

(3) is, or will be on assuming the office, 21 years of age or more, and will have 
maintained residence in the district from which the candidate seeks election for 30 days 
before the generalelection. 

An affidavit of candidacy must include a statement that the candidate’s name as 
written on the affidavit for ballot designation is the candidate’s true name or the name 
by which the candidateis commonly and generallyknown in the community. 

An affidavit of candidacy for partisan office shall also state the name of the 
candidate’s political party or political principle, stated in three words or less. 

(b) This does not apply to a candidate Candidates for president or 
vice-president of the United States E n_ot required t_o & E affidavit o_f candidacyE 
office aid subdivision does not apply t_o those candidates. . 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.07, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: ‘ 

Subd. 2. PETITIONS FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS. This subdivision 
does not apply to candidates for presidential elector nominated bymijor political 
fie?Major party candidates—i’o1' presidential elector are certifid under section 
208.03. Other presidential electorrfi nominated by petition pursuant to this section. On petitions nominating presidential electors, the names of the candidatesferpresident 
and vicc—president shall be added to the political party or political principle stated on 
the petition. One petition may be filed to nominate a slate of presidential electors equal 
in number to the number of electors to which the state is entitled. This subdivisierrdees 
not apply to candidates for presidential eleeter nominated by majer political parties: 
Majerpareyeandidatesferpresidenttal 

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.09, subdivision 1, is amended to’ 
read: 

Subdivision 1. CANDIDATES IN STATE AND COUNTY GENERAL ELEC- 
TIONS. (a) Except as otherwise provided by this subdivision, affidavits of candidacy 
and nominating petitions for county, state, and federal offices filled at the state general 
election shall be filed not more than 70 days nor less than 56 days before the state 
primary. The affidavit may be prepared -and signed at any time between 60 days before 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut:

Copyright © 2004 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 293, Art. 2 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 2004 1524 

the filing period opens and the last day of the filing period. 

(b) Notwithstanding other law to the contrary, the affidavit of candidacy must be 
signed in the presence of a notarial officer or an individual authorized to administer 
oaths under section 358.1_0.

I 

(c) This provision does not apply to candidates for presidential elector nominated 
by major political parties. Major party candidates for presidential elector are certified 
under section 208.03. Other candidates for presidential electors may file petitions on 
or before the state primary day pursuant to section ‘204B.O7. Nominating petitions .to 
fill vacancies in nominations shall be filedas provided in section 204B.l3. No affidavit 
or petition shall be accepted later» than 5:00. p.m. on the last day for filing. 

(d) Affidavits and petitions for offices to be voted on in only one county shall be 
filed with the county auditor of that county. Affidavits and petitions for offices to be 
voted on in more than one county shall be-filed with the secretary of state. 

See. 17. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.09, subdivision 3,.is amended to 
read: - 

i 
» '

‘ 

Subd. 3. WRITE-IN CANDIDATES. (a) A candidate for state or federal office 
who wants write-in votes for the candidate to be counted must file a written request 
with the filing office for the office sought no later than the fifthday before the general 
election. The filing officer shall provide copies" of the fornmo make the request. 

(b) A candidate for president of the United States who files a‘request under this 
subdivision must include the name of a candidate for vice-president. of the United 
States. The request must also include the name of at least one candidate‘ for presidential 
elector. The total number of names of candidates for presidential elector on the request 
may not exceed the total number of electoral votes to be cast by Minnesota in the 
presidential election. 

. 

p I 

(c) A candidate for governor who files a request under this subdivision must 
include the name of a candidate for lieutenant governor. 

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.l6, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

' ‘ ' ’ 

Subd. 3. DESIGNATION EFFECTIVE UNTIL CHANGED. The designation 
of a polling place pursuant to this section shall remain effective until a different polling 
place is designated for that precinct. No designation of a new or different polling place 
shall become effective less than 90 days prior to an election, inc1uding.schoo1_district 
elections or referenda, and no polling place changes may_0ccur_ during the period 
between tlg state primary and the state general election, except that a new polling place 
may be designated to replace a polling place that has become unavailable for use. 

See. 19. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section.204B.l9, subdivision 1,:is' amended to 
read:

' 

rv 
Subdivision 1. INDIVIDUALS QUALIFIED TO BI?) ELECTIDN JUDGES. 

Except as provided in subdivision 6; any individual who is eligible to vote in an 
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eleetien preeinet this state is qualified to be appointed as an election judge for that 
preeinet subjeet eeT1nsEeaea. If the axes of the appeinti-ng authority do not eentain 
sufllieient voters within a preeinet who are qualified and willing to serve as election 
judges;eleetienjudgesmayheappeintedwheresideinanetherpreeinetinthesarne 

or tor seheel eleetiens; in the GBBEIG seheel whether or net 
thepreeinetwheretheyresideisinthesameceuntyasthepteeinetwheretheywil-l 
SGFV67 If there are not voters within the ma-nieipality er sc-heel disaéet who 
are qualified and willing to serve as eleetien judges; eleetien judges may be appointed 
who reside in the county where the preeinet is leeateel: 

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.19, subdivision 6, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 6. HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. Notwithstanding any other require- 
ments of this section, a student enrolled in a high school in Minnesota or \_iv_h_o a 
homeschool in compliance with sections 120A.22 and l20A.24, who h2E attained‘ the 
age of 16 is el_igib1e to be appointed as a without party affiliation trainee election judge 
in the county in which the student resides. The student must meet qualifications for 
trainee election judges specified in rules of the secretary of state. A student appointed 
as a trainee election judge may be excused from school attendance during the hours 
that the student is serving as a trainee election judge if the student submits a written 
request signed and approved by the student’s parent or guardian to be absent from 
school and a certificate from the appointing authority stating the hours during which 
the student will serve as a trainee election judge to the principal of the school at least 
ten days prior to the election. Students shall not serve as trainee election judges after 
10:00 p.m. Notwithstanding section 177.24 to the contrary, trainee election judges may 
be paid not less than two-thirds of the minimum wage for a large employer. The 
principal of the school may approve a request to be absent from school conditioned on 
acceptable academic performance and the that the student must have 
eempleteel or be enrolled in a eetnse of study in government at the time of service as 
a trainee election judge. 

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.Z2, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. ELECTION JUDGE TRAINEES NOT COUNTED TOWARD 
MINIMUM NUMBER OF ELECTION JUDGES. '1_‘l1_e presence or participation of 
election judge trainees must not be counted toward-satisfying any of the required 
numbers of election judges inTii_s?hapter. 

— — — 
Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.36, subdivision 4, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 4. JUDICIAL CANDIDATES. The official ballot shall contain the names 
of all candidates for each judicial office and shall state the number of those candidates 
for whom ‘a voter may vote. Each seat for an associate justice, associate judge, or judge 
of the district court must be numbered. The words “SUPREME COURT,” “COURT 
pg APPEALS,” E “(number) DISTRET COURT” must be printed above the 
respective judicial groups on the ballot. The title of each judicial office shall? 
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printed on the official primary and general election ballot as. follows: 

(a) In the case of the Supreme. Court: 

“Chief justice — Supreme Geurt”; 
“Associate justice (number) — Geert” 

€b).In the case of the Court of Appeals: 

“Judge (number) — Court ef ”; or 

(c) In the case of the district court: 

“Judge (number) — (number—) eeurt.” 

»Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204B.4l, is amended to read: 
204B‘.4l VACANCYIN NOMINATION; CHANGING BALLOTS. 
When a vacancy in nomination occurs through the death or catastrophic illness of 

a candidate after the 16th day before the general election, the officer in charge of 
preparing the ballots shall prepare and distribute a sufficient number of separate paper 
ballots which shall be headed with the. words, "OFFICIAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
BALLOT.” This ballot shall contain the title of the office for which the vacancy in 
nomination has been filled and the names of all the candidates nominated for that 
office. The ballot shall conform to the provisions‘ governing‘ the printing of‘ other 
official ballots as far as practicable. The title of the office and the names of the 
candidates for that office shall be blotted out or stricken from the regular ballots by the 
election judges. The official supplemental ballot shall be given to each voter when the 
voter is given the regular ballot or is directed to the voting machine. Regular ballots 
shall not be changed nor shalliofficial supplemental ballots be prepared as provided_in 
this section during the three six calendar days before an election. Absentee ballots that 
have been mailed prior to the preparation of official supplemental ballots» shall be 
counted in the same manner as if the vacancy had not occurred. Qffieial supplemental 

supplemental ballets were prepared-. Both an official supplemental ballot and 
a replacement regular ballot from which the title—of the office and names o_fE 
candidates for that office have been blottedbut E?str~ickEa$()\/iai in this. section 
must be prtfidgtcgi Engroter or \E=,r_residing in-3 precinct I/—(>,tlITg by mail 
\_N_l1—o—re~quests eitheifoftlfem under.section_203B.06, subdivision 3. The electionhjildges 
Widucting absentee_-voting in health care facilities as providedifiection 20313.11, 
subdivision 1, must deliver—official s_upplemental ballots and replacement regular 
ballots to those facilities no later than 5:00 p.m. on the dayrforethe election.

_ 

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 2()4C.Q6, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

'
’ 

-Subd. ACCESS FOR NEWS MEDIA. we county auditor or municipal or 
school district clerk, 2‘ their designee, may, lg written authorization, permit news 
media representatives tp enter polling places E up t_o E minutes ‘during voting hours 
to observe E voting process. ._A_ media representative must obtain prior authorization 
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- (d) The number of votes counted for and against a proposed change of county 
lines or county seat; and ~ 

(e) The number of votes counted for and against a constitutional amendment or 
other question in the county and in each precinct. 

The result of write-in votes cast on the general election ballots must be compiled 
by the county auditor before the county canvass, except» that write-in votes for a 
candidate for state or federal office must not be counted unless the candidate has timely 
filed a request under section 204B.09, subdivision 3. The county auditor shall arrange 
for each municipality to provide an adequate number of election‘ judges to perform this 
duty or the county auditor may appoint additional election judges for this purpose. The 
county auditor may open the envelopes or containers in which the voted ballots have 
been sealed in order to count and record the write-in votes and must reseal the voted 
ballots at the conclusion of‘ this process. 

A A
‘ 

Upon completion of the canvass, the county canvassing board shall declare the 
candidate duly elected who received the highest number of votes for each county and. 
state office voted for only within the county. The county auditor shall transmit‘ one of 
the certified copies of the county canvassing‘ board report for state and federal. offices 
to the secretary of state by express mail or similar service immediately upon 
conclusion of the county canvass. T 

Sec. 27. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section r204C.35, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read:

T 

Subd. SCOPE OF RECOUNTHA recount conducted g. provided 
section is limited in -scope to the determination of the number of votes validly cast for 
the office to be r-e_counted.‘O.T1Y the ballots c-a-st.-i—n the elecfion and the sun1—ma1—y 
Eitefizhts certified by the elect?)njudges E-E <;)n~s—i—dered E-Ecdfnt process. 

See. 28. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204C.36, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. 6. SCOPE OF RECOUNT. A recount conducted as provided in this 
sectio1FslinTited scope to the determinadon of the number of votes validlyicastfi 
fire office _o_r question to beigounted. Only 3:? Elots gafitij t_h_e election Ed t_h-E 
summary statements certified th_e election judges E E considered E recount 
process. 

See. 29. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204C.361, is amend_ed to read: 

204C.361 RULES FOR RECOUNTS. 
'@ The secretary of ‘state shall adopt rules according to the Administrative 

Procedure Act establishing uniform recount procedures. All recounts provided for by 
sections 204C.35, 204C.36, and 206.88, shall be conducted _in accordance with these 
rules. 

' i 

Q Notwithstanding Minnesota Rules, pag 8235.0800, fie requirement that 
ballots IE recounted b_y precinct means Eat a recount official shall maintain t_h_e 
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segregation pf ballots E/_ precinct E th_e recount official may recount more thfig 
precinct at a t_irn_e physically separate locations within tl1_e room which E recount 
i_s_ administered. 

Sec. 30. [204C.50] POSTELECTION SECURITY AND CERTIFICATION 
REVIEW. 

Subdivision 1. SELECTION FOR REVIEW; NOTICE. (a) The Office of the 
Secretary of Statefishall, within three days after each state gener;lFel—e?tion begiFnm—g 
in 2006, randomly select 80 precincts i=7$o@éc'tltE t77iEw as defined in this section. 
The precincts must be sele_<:ted so thatanequal number .of precifncts are selected in each 
c—5r'1_gressional—Krit:—t of the sfiefifbfhe precincts i_n—each congressional distEct_,§t 
least five must have hadmpfe than 530 vies cast, gig §ElT%t two must havella_d_ fewer 
l%5—()—0'v?o~t_ta.s_ca—sstfi1%1%yTf state iiffst pi'om1§tl37_pib_vide‘nolice§ of which 
rEi1Tct_s :1Tecl15sento—fhe election ad«m_inEtrat—ion officials who ar_e responsibfi forE 
conduct @lectionsint—hose precincts. 

_— — 
@ %:_ week before tli_e state general election beginning 2006, £13 secretary o_f 

state must @ Q Q13 office Web $3 th_e date, time, and location at which precincts 
will be randomly chosen for review under section. fie chair pf each major 
political party may appoint a designee t_o observe the random selection process. 

Subd. SCOPE AND CONDUCT OF THE REVIEW. Each review limited 
to federal and state offices and must consist of at least the following: 

(a) The election officials immediately responsible [cg a precinct chosen for review 
must*c.onduct E folloifling review Ed submit t_l§ results writing 9 the state 
canvassing board before meets t9_ canvass die election: 

9 a hand Q o_f th_e paper ballots, o_f whatever kind used tlgtt precinct, for 
each contested election; 

(2) _a. 
recount using tlg actual machine gig software used E election day, a 

precinct—count or central—count automated voting system was used; Ed 
Q) a comparison of me llfllg Q the reported results for die precinct in the 

county canvassing bo_a_rd report, gg fill as the actual tape of anyautomated tabufitg 
produced ‘p_y_ any precinct—count or centricount optical scfi fiipment tl1_:4.t may have 
tgen E tg tabulate voteg tlfi precinct. 

-— —_ —_' 
g)_)_ lire st3_f_f pf th_e Office of the Secretary Q State shall conduct or directly 

supervise a review of the procedu_res_Tsed by the election oflals at all larels for a 
precinct chosen for review, including an inspection of the materials retained for the 
official 22-monthvretention period, suclias the rosters:fhe—incident log, an_d theE1l1oTs 
themselves. The staff must submit arwiifferifeport to the secreta1'yT)f_state before the 
Ext 1'egularl§:cl—1ed1-iled-meeting SE the staéfiwisfifig Board. 

_ __. ‘—‘ 

glfli STANDARD OF ACCEPTABLE PERFORMANCE BY TABULAT- 
ING EQUIPMENT. Each comparison of the precinct—count or central~count tabulat- 
ing equipment system with the review de_scT3ed in subdivision2, paragraph (a), must 
Eaccurate t_o within o?e_J{1—lf-of pg percent vari_ation fo_r @_contested CIGEOII. 
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any review conducted under subdivision 2, paragraph (a), reveals a discrepancy greater fir one—half of one percent, the Office_of the Secfitry of State shall as soon as 
fiticable conduct-an additional reView—of3—t least ten p-erc—e_nt- oT_tlieTalTulatir1‘g‘ 

equipment used in tg jurisdiction of the_electimor—vvhich the disyepancy was 
discovered. —I—f—tl1is—r<mew results in adgrepancy grater thanfie one-half perc—e—rE 
standard, the_Ofic_e of the Secreta?y_of State must conducafiplete audit of the 
election for_which the discrepancy ‘Es discovered. If a complete audit mustfi 
con'ducted,~the resu1ts—of th_e audit musfi: used by the canvassing board in malfig E 
report c&r1ninatia1s of persons eleEeKid—prop-osifions reje<%r:pp_roved.Tf 
a voting system f£1_nd?3’ h2u7_e failed t_o record votes a rnan'n‘er—% indicateg 
electronic operational failure, tfi canvassing board must use the voter-verifiable audit 
records to determine the votes Q E th_e system, 1Eless—tlie~@ records were_@ 
impaired'_hy_ the operfiofiailure of the voting machinE~Notwithstandin§ction 
204C.33, subdivision 3, the-result of_arFelection subject to this audit must not be 
declared until the audi?is—c(>mpleteE 

—‘ _ _— —— - 
Subd. STANDARD OFACCEPTABLE PERFORMANCE BY ELECTION 

JUDGES AND ADIVIINISTRATORS. Each comparison of materials and documents 
generated Q13 course.o_f th_e election E selected precinct expected—‘t_o revealQ 
substantive ‘errors and a minimum o_f technical issues election‘ judges and 
administrators. 

_ 

1 
,— 

, 
. 

I

— 
Subd. 5. FAILURE TO MEET STANDARDS. (a) If a voting system fails to 

meet-E-_stan'da_rd set forth in subdivision 3, the manufadturer Er the model of m—_aEirE 
in question must crtain rec_ertification PUTSEII: to section" 256.37‘ and @ adopted 
Eider-that section, and liable £95 penalties under section 206.66.?‘

K 

V 

(b) If election judges. or administrators fail to meet the standard subdivision é 
the j11Tges and administratcgs for the countyfiiae the pgnnct is located must attend 
ftining desighed to eliminate E13 e}r_ors causing the i_’a_ilure. The (—)-ffice of the Secretary 
of State must conshier whether71ose errors or isfis warranmclusion E statewide 
draining programs conducted by the Officeof the Secretary‘ of State. 

Subd. 6. COSTS OF REVIEW. The costs of conducting _th_e_~ review required lg 

('31) E county ofmunicipality responsible £o_r each precinct selected f_or‘ review 
must bear costs incurred under subdivision paragraph _('al 

‘ A 
'

’ 

(_lQ E secretary o_f state must E die costs incurred‘ under subdivision E 
paragraph Q argtsubdi-vision including travel, expenses, Eflf time .o_f the 
Office of Q13‘ Secretary'o_f State. 

’ ‘ 
' 

K 
’ 

‘ 
' 

’
\ 

Subd. 1 EXPIRATION. This section expires January 5 2o.os[_ _4 ‘ 

Sec. 31. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204D.14, is amended by addinga 
subdivision to read: 

I t __ ‘ 

Subd. UNCONTESTED JUDICIAL OFFICES. Judicial offices Q which 
there is only one candidate filed must appearafter all judicial offices on thecanary 
ballot. . 

* 

V ~ ~ 
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Sec. 32. [204D.169] EXAMPLE SUPPLEMENTAL BALLOT. 
When an official supplemental ballot must be used in a general election in 

accordance vTth section 204B.41, the secretary? sEtesTtllst1r>_ply each auditor wifi 
a copy of anejunple supplementalballot at 1eastthTe days prior to—tlEe1ection.The 
example—suppleme11tal ballot must illustfitjhe format require-d'f1_' t_l§ offiE 
supplemental 

The county auditor shall distribute copies of the example supplemental ballot to 
muniefial and school district clerks in municfiafies and school ‘districts holdirfi 
elections that_year. The official supplerEnt_a1 ballot must Eohfonn in all respects to the 
example fipflfiérm ballot. Failure of the official supplemental_b§lot to corfofi 
may be reported by 2_1n_y person to me cdurfi attomey thesame manner a_—s provided 
1_;”g'§e'é?ion 201.2’/'5'. 

" ”“ 

Sec. 33. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 204D.27, subdivision 11, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 11. CERTIFICATE OF LEGISLATIVE ELECTION. A certificate of 
election in a special election for state senator or state representative shall be issued by 
the eeunty auditor or the secretary of state to the individual declared elected by the 
county or state canvassing board two days, excluding Sundays and legal holidays, after 
the appropriate canvassing board finishes canvassing the returns for the election. 

In case of a contest the certificate shall not be issued until the district court 
determines the contest.

I 

See. 34. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 205.075, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: . 

Subd. 3. MORE THAN ONE SEAT TO BE FILLED AT ANY ELECTION. 
A candidate_filing E town supervisor when more than E seat is to be filled at an 
election held undersubdivision 2 must designate wmfilingfl spazific Ewfifi 
BE ME i_s flea ‘ — _ 

Sec. 35. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 205;16, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. NOTICE TO AUDITOR. At least 49 53 days prior to every municipal 
election, the municipal clerk shall provide a wiitte? notice to the county auditor, 
including the date of the election, the offices to be voted on at the election, and the title 
and language for each ballot question to be voted on at the election. 

Sec. 36. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 205.16,, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. 5. NOTICE TO SECRETARY ‘OF STATE. At least 46 days prior to every 
municipal aection E which a notice is provided to_ th<:_c?)T1r—1Fy‘-aWtc)r“ under 
subdivision 4, the county auditof shall prov—ide a notice 5? tl1—eelectio11 to the secretary 
o_f state, anmfiner arid includirfiiformation prescribedibl £13 secigtzfi 9_f_ state. 
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Sec. 37. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 205.185, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read_: * 

Subd. 2. ELECTION, CONDUCT. A municipal election shall be by secret ballot 
and shall be held and the returns made in the manner provided for the state general 
election, so far as practicable except as expressly provided b_y Lflv. 

Sec. 38. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 205.185, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. CANVASS OF RETURNS, CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION, BAL- 
LOTS, DISPOSITION. (a) Within seven days after an election, the governing body 
of a city conducting any election including a special municipal election, or the 
governing body of a town conducting the general election in November shall gt as the 
canvassing board, canvass the returns, and declare the results of the election._-TE 
governing body of a town conducting -the general election in March shall act § me 
canvassing board, canvass the returns, and declare the results of the election within two 
days after an election. 

(b) After the time for contesting elections has passed, the municipal clerk shall 
issue a certificate of election to each successful candidate. In case of a contest, the 
certificate shall not be issued until the outcome of the contest has been determined by 
the proper court. 

V " 

(c) In case of a tie vote, the governing body canvassing board having jurisdiction 
over the municipality shall determine the result by lot. The clerk of the canvassing 
fidqxall certify the results of the election to the county auditor, and_the clerk shall 
be the final custodian.of the -ballots and. the returns of the election. , 

Sec. 39. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 205A.02, is amended to read: 
205A.02 ELECTION LAW APPLICABLE. 
Except as provided in this chapter 11, the Minnesota Election Law applies to 

school district elections; as £ar= as practicable. Elections in common school districts 
shall be governed by section l23B.94. 

Sec. 40. Minnesota Statutes 2003 Supplement, section 205A.07, subdivision 3, is 
amended to read: * 

., Subd. 3. NOTICE TO AUDITOR. At least 4-9 53 days prior to every school 
district election, the school district clerk shall provide—a_written-1 notice to the county 
auditor of each county in which the school district is located. The notice must include 
the date of the election, the offices to be voted on at the election, and the title and 
language for each ballot question to be voted on at the election. For the purposes of 
meeting the timelines of this section, in a bond election, a notice, including a proposed 
question, may be provided to the county auditor prior to receipt of a review and 
comment from the commissioner of education and prior to actual initiation of the 
election. 

Sec. 41. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 205A.07, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: '

a 
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Subd. NOTICE TO SECRETARY OF STATE. 13 least days prior t_o 
every school district election ffl: which at notice provided t_o the county auditor under 
subdivision E the county auditor shall provide a notice of E election to the secretary 
of state, a manner an_d including information prescrib_ed by 013 secretary g state. 

Sec. 42. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 206.90, subdivision 6, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 6. BALLOTS. In precincts using optical scan voting systems, a single 
ballot card on which all ballot information is included must be ‘printed in black ink on 
white colored material except that marks not to be read by the automatic tabulating 
equipment may be printed in another color ink. 

Q gig front o_f Q13 ballot must _b_e printed th_e words “Official Ballot” and IE d_a1te 
of the election and lines for the initials of at least two election judges. 

When optical scan ballots are used, the offices to be elected must appear in the 
following order: federal offices; state legislative offices; constitutional offices; 

proposed constitutional‘ amendments; county offices and questions; municipal offices 
and questions; school district offices and questions; special district offices and 
questions; and judicial offices. 

On optical scan ballots, the names of candidates and the words “yes” and “no” for 
ballot questions must be printed as close to their corresponding vote targets as possible. 

The line on an optical scan ballot for write-in votes must contain the words 
“write—in, if any.” 

If a primary ballot contains both a partisan ballot and a nonpartisan ballot, the 
instructions to voters must include a statement that reads substantially as follows: 
“THIS BALLOT CARD CONTAINS A PARTISAN BALLOT AND A NONPARTI— 
SAN BALLOT. ON THE PARTISAN BALLOT YOU ARE PERMITTED TO VOTE 
FOR CANDIDATES OF ONE POLITICAL PARTY ONLY.” If a primary ballot 
contains political party columns on both sides of the ballot, the instructions to voters 
must include a statement that reads substantially as follows: “ADDITIONAL POLITI- 
CAL PARTIES ARE PRINTED ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS BALLOT. VOTE 
FOR ONE POLITICAL PARTY ONLY.” At the bottom of each political party column 
on the primary ballot, the ballot must contain a statement that reads substantially as 
follows: “CONTINUE VOTING ON THE NONPARTISAN BALLOT.” The instruc- 
tions in section 204D.08, subdivision 4, do not apply to optical scan partisan primary 
ballots. 

Sec. 43. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 211A.02, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. ELECTRONIC REPORTING. 'I‘_l1e reports required by section E E filed electronically, subject t_o Q approval o_f E filing officer. 
Sec. 44. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 351.01, subdivision 4, is amended to 

read: 
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Subd. 4. WITHDRAWAL OF- RESIGNATION. A prospective resignation 
permitted by subdivision 3 may only be‘ withdrawn. by a written statement signed. by 
the officer and submitted in the same manner as the resignation, and may only be 
withdrawn before it has been accepted by resolution of the body or bcrarg Eéfiéz 
written acceptance of the resignation by E ‘OfflC6I‘ authorized to receive it. 

Sec. 45. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 365.51, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: » 

Subd. 3. OFFICERS; OTHER BUSINESS. An annual town election shall be 
held on the same day as the annual town meeting to elect all town officers required by 
law to be elected El t_o consider ballot questions", except ‘as provided in section 
205.075, subdivision 2. Other town business shall be conducted at the town meeting’ as 
provided by law.

' 

Sec. 46. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 367.12, is amended to read: 
367.12 DEPUTY CLERK. 
Each town clerk may appoint a deputy, for whose acts the clerk shall be 

responsible, and who, in the clerk’s absence or disability, shall perform the clerk’s 
duties. If a town clerk has not appointed a deputy, the town treasurer shall perform the 
duties §:tll_T:1e1*frH:1t_iHg_t_<3 receiving c_andidatefTings when E cE{_i_s absent.— 

Sec. 47. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 414.041, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. INITIATING THE PROCEEDING. (a). Two or more munici- 
palities may be the subject of a single proceeding provided that each municipality‘ abuts 
at least one of the included municipalities. 

_ 

' 

V . 

(bl'The proceeding shall be initiated in one of the following ways: 

(1) submitting to the director a resolution of the city council of ‘each affected 
municipality; '

» 

(2)1 submitting to the director a petition signedby a number 9_f_ residents eligible 
to vote equivalent to five percent or more of the resident voters of a. municipality who 
voted for governor at the last general election; or 

(3) by the director. ' 

« 
' 

~ v 1
’ 

1 

(c) The petition or resolution shall set forth the following informationabout each 
included municipality: name, description of boundaries, the reasons for requesting the 
consolidation and the names of all parties entitled. to mailed notice under section 
414.09. ‘ 

(d) The party initiating the proceeding shall serve copies of the petition or 
resolution on all of the included» municipalities. » 

‘
. 

‘See. 48. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 447.32, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 
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Subd. 3. ELECTION NOTICES. At leasttwo Weeks before the first day to file 
affidavits of candidacy, the clerk of the district shall publish a notice stating the first 
and last day on which affidavits of candidacy may be filed, the places for filing the 
affidavits and the closing time of the last day for filing. The clerk shall post a similar 
notice in at least one conspicuous placein each city and- town in the district at least ten 
days before the first day to file affidavits of candidacy. - 

'
' 

At least 53 days prior to every hospital district election, the hospital district clerk 
shalfpfovide Fwfln noticeto the county auditor of each coufiy in which the hospital 
fiict is located. The noticegmfit include the daE B-f_the electidn, the off—ices to be 
voted on_ at the e1ect_io_n, and the title and lanfl1g'eqfor_ea<Th ballot que§ion to be 56:83 
Et—th—e aecdon. At least—467lays_l§e§e a hospitarisfi Jection for whichanotice 
is_'p517<)7i-ded to tht:—c:E1Tty_auclil3r underfithis subdivision, the cotfiy auditor shall 
provide a n()—tice_to % secretary of stateTi a manner aid—inc1uding information 
prescribed by th_e s_ecretaiy 9_f _s_Eg_e_._ 

__ _ 
The notice of each election must be posted in at least one public and conspicuous 

place within each city and town included in the district at least ten days before the 
election. It must be published in the official newspaper of the district or, if a paper has 
not been designated, in a legal newspaper having general circulation within the district, 
at least two weeks before the election. Failure to give notice does not invalidate the 
election of an officer of the district. A voter may contest a hospital district election in 
accordance with chapter 209. Chapter 209 applies to hospitaldistrict elections. 

Sec. 49. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 447.32, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. CANDIDATES; BALLOTS; CERTIFYING ELECTION. A person 
who wants to be a candidate for the hospital board shall file an affidavit of candidacy 
for the election either as member at large or as a member representing the city or town 
Where the candidate resides. The affidavit of candidacy must be filed with the city or 
town clerk not more than ten weeks nor less than eight weeks before the ‘Tuesday after 
the second Monday September of the year which the general election is held;The 
Ky or town clerk must forward the a-ff-it?/its of candid—21cy to the clerk of tl1e—l1dspital 
district or, for the first election, the clerk of the most populous city or town 
immediately after the last day of the filing period. A candidate may withdraw from the 
election by filing an affidavit of withdrawal with the clerk of the district no later than 
5:00 p.m. two days after the last day to file affidayits of candidacy. 

Voting must be by secret ballot. The clerk shall prepare, at the expense of the 
district, necessary ballots for the election of officers. Ballots must be printed on tan 
paper and prepared as provided in the rules of the secretary of state. The ballots must 
be marked and initialed by at least two judges as official ballots and used exclusively 
at the election. Any proposition to be voted on may be printed on the ballot provided 
for the election of officers. The hospital board may also authorize the use of voting 
systems subject to chapter 206. Enough election judges may be appointed to receive 
the votes at each polling place. The election judges shall act as clerks of election, count 
the ballots cast, and submit them to the board for canvass. 
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After canvassing the election, the board shall issue ‘a certificate of election to the 
candidate who received the largest number of votes cast for each. office. The clerk shall 
deliver the certificate to the‘ person entitled to it in person or by certified mail. Each 
person certified shall ~-file an acceptance and oath of office in writing with the.-‘clerk 
within 30 days after the date of delivery or mailing of, the certificate. The board may 
fill any office as provided in subdivision 1 if the person. elected fails to qualify within 
30 days,.but qualification is effective if made before the board acts to fill the vacancy. 

Sec. 50. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This article effective _tl1‘ day following final enactment. 

ARTICLE 3 

CAMPAIGN MATERIAL DISCLAIMERS 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 2l1B.O1, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 5 

Subd. 2. CAMPAIGN MATERIAL. “Campaign material” means any literature, 
publication, or material to influence that is disseminated for the purpose of 
influencing voting at a primary or other electnior-1,except ‘for news_iterE or editonfi 
comments by the news media. 

Sec. 2.'Minnesota Statutes 2002, section 21lB.O4, is. amended to read: 
' 

21113.04 CAMPAIGN LITERATURE MUST INCLUDE DISCLAIMER. ' 

. (a). A person who‘ participates in the preparation or dissemination of campaign 
material other than as provided in section 211B.O5, subdivision 1, that does. not 
prominently include the name and address of the person» or committee causing the 
material to be prepared or disseminated in a disclaimer substantially in. the form 
provided in paragraph (b) or .(c) is guilty of a misdemeanor. "

A 

(b) Except in cases covered by paragraph (c), the required form of disclaimer is: 
“Prepared and’ paid for by the ........ .. committee, ....... ..(address)’’ for material prepared 
and paid for by a principal campaign committee, or “Prepared and paid for by the 
........ .. committee, .........(address), in support of ,........(insert name of candidate or 
ballot question)” for material prepared and paid for by a person or committee other 
than a principal campaign committee. 

(c) In the case of broadcast media, the required form of disclaimer is: “Paid for 
by the .......... .. committee.” 

(d) Campaign material that is not circulated on behalf of a particular candidate or 
ballot question must also include in the disclaimer either that it is “in opposition to 
.....(insert name of candidate or ballot question.....)”; or that “this publication is not 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut-.

Copyright © 2004 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



1537 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 2004 Ch. 294 

circulated on behalf of any candidate or ballot question.” 

(e) This section does not apply to objects stating only the candidate’s name and 
the office sought, fund-raising tickets, or personal letters that are clearly being sent by 
the candidate. 

(f) This section does not apply to an individual o_r association who acts 

independently of any candidate, candidate’s committee, political committee, or 
political fund and spends only from the individua1’s o_r association’s own resources a 
sum that is less than $399 $500 in the aggregate to produce or distribute campaign 
material that is distributed Edbast 44 seven‘ days before the election to which the 
campaign material relates.

Z 
(g) This section does not modify or repeal section 211B.06. 

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This ifegtil/E die day following fipa_1 enactment. 

Presented to the governor May 18, 2004 
Signed by the governor May 29, 2004, 7:45 am. 

CHAPTER 294——H.F.No. 1793 v 

An act relating to education; providing for kindergarten through grade 12 education, 
including general education, academic excellence, special programs, facilities, technical and 
conforming amendments, and science and social studies academic standards; providing for 
rulemaking; amending Minnesota Statutes 2002, sections 13.321, .subdivision,1; 120B.35, by 
adding a subdivision; 121A.22, subdivision 2; 121A.34, by adding subdivisions; l2IA.45, 
subdivision 3; 122A.16,- 122/1.20, subdivision 2; 123A.442, subdivision 2; 123A.443, subdivision 
4; 123A.55; 123B.195; 123B.53, subdivision 6; 123B.58, subdivision 2; 123B.76, by adding a 
subdivision; 123B. 82; 124D.19, subdivision 1]; 124D.68, subdivision 3; 125A.023, subdivision 3; 
125A.03; '125A.07; 125/1.46; 127A.47, subdivision 3; 168.012, subdivision 10; 169.01, subdivi- 
sions 6, 75; 169.442, subdivisions 1, 5; 169.443, subdivisions 1, 2; 169.4501, subdivisions 1, 2; 
169.4502, subdivision 1]; 169.4503, subdivisions 5, 14, 16, 20, by adding a subdivision; 260A.01; 
260C.'163, subdivision 1]; 631.40, subdivision 4; Minnesota Statutes 2003 Supplement,_sections 
120B.021', subdivisions 1, 3; 120B.022, subdivision 1; 120B.024; 12013.30, subdivision'1a; 
120B.36; 122A.09, subdivision 4; 1233.77, subdivision 4; 123B.90,‘subdivision 2; 124D.11, 
subdivision 9; 124D.20, subdivision 1]; 124D.454, subdivision 2; 125A.091, subdivisicin 5; 
125A.75, subdivision 8; 126C.10, subdivision 3; 12_6C.457; 12711.41, subdivision 9; 128C.05, 
subdivision Ia; 171.321, subdivision 5,? 275.065, subdivision 1; 475.61, subdivision 4; 626.556, 
subdivision 2; Laws 2003-, chapter 130, section 12; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota 
Statutes, chapter 121A; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2002, sections 124D.91; 124D.92; 
126C.23; 134.47, subdivision 3; 169.447, subdivision 6; 169.4502, subdivisions 7', 9, 13, 14; 
1694503, subdivisions 10, 10a, 21, 25. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
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